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 1                    P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Good evening.  Excuse me


 3  for being a little bit late.  We were over at the office


 4  speaking with the council, and we had an incredibly good


 5  discussion.  We would like that to continue.


 6            My name is Jim Kendall.  I am the new Regional


 7  Director for the Alaska office of the Bureau of Ocean


 8  Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And I'd


 9  like to introduce some folks that came with me who are


10  then going to describe why we're here tonight and why we


11  are interrupting your week.


12            First of all, taking notes is Mary Vavrik.  Yes.


13                  MS. DORCUS ROCK: First, we need


14  [inaudible] --


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I was going to do that


16  right after.  That's good.


17                  MS. DORCUS ROCK: That's mostly what they


18  usually do.


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Then let's do that


20  first.  Thank you for reminding me.  Would you mind giving


21  us the blessing, please.


22             (Blessing offered by Dorcus Rock.)


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you for reminding


24  me.  Next time I'll remember that we do the blessing


25  before we introduce people.  So thank you very much.
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 1  That's the way it should be.


 2            Again, Mary Vavrik will be taking notes tonight


 3  so we have a recording of what everyone says.  So please


 4  state your name before you make your comments.  Also we


 5  have Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our community liaison.


 6  He helps me understand how to work better with the


 7  communities, and that's what I'm here for tonight.  We


 8  also have John Callahan.  John, put up your hand.  John is


 9  from our Office of Public Affairs.  We have Steve


10  Scordino.


11                  MR. STEVE SCORDINO: I'm right behind you.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: He's right behind me.


13  Steve is an expert on environmental compliance, and he is


14  here to take comments and understand what people are


15  concerned with in terms of environmental compliance.  And


16  we have got Scott Blackburn.  Scott is a technical editor


17  and also a technology person that helps work on the


18  document.


19            Now, sitting up front are two individuals that


20  know the document better than anybody else.  We have got


21  Sharon Warren, who is the project manager.  She is to make


22  sure that the document goes from beginning to end.  Okay.


23  And sitting next to her is Michael Routhier.  Now,


24  Routhier, Michael, is the EIS coordinator.  He gets all


25  the parts and pieces together and makes sure all the
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 1  comments are in the document.


 2            Now, because this can be confusing and because


 3  we come up here several times a year, sometimes on


 4  different topics, we are going to change the way we do


 5  business a little bit.  The key word is a word we were


 6  using just a few minutes ago in the office, and that's


 7  communication.  And so before we can have good


 8  communication, everybody needs to know exactly what we are


 9  talking about so we are starting from the same basis.  So


10  we are going to take a few minutes early this evening to


11  tell everybody exactly who we are, why we are here, what


12  we need your help on, and what we are going to do with it.


13  And because of that, instead of me going through that, I'm


14  going to give it to the real expert, Sharon Warren.  So


15  Sharon, will you take it away, please.


16                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Thank you.  And thank


17  you for coming this evening.  I'm going to be going


18  through these flip charts, and I won't read them to you


19  verbatim because I know that can be done, but many of you


20  may have been here and to our meeting last year, and when


21  we did a draft supplemental EIS for the Sale 193.


22            So why are we here today?  We revised that draft


23  supplemental EIS.  So we're here today to get your


24  comments.  And if you have not seen it, it is a -- this is


25  what it looks like in a hard copy document.  We also have
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 1  CD disks available if you are -- have it on disk, and we


 2  also have it on our website.  So there is three ways that


 3  you can get a copy of it.  If you don't have a copy of it


 4  and you want it, please let us know and we will make sure


 5  that you get a copy of it.


 6            What was Lease Sale 193?  It was the Chukchi Sea


 7  lease sale.  And prior to us doing the lease sale in


 8  February of 2008, we did an environmental impact


 9  statement.  And that is a document similar -- you know,


10  through the National Environmental Policy Act process, and


11  we did a document to assess the environmental impacts


12  concerning holding a lease sale in Chukchi Sea.


13            The sale was held in 2008.  And over here I have


14  a map of the area.  This was the area that was in the Sale


15  193 area.  It's outlined here.  And these were the leases


16  that were issued to six of the oil companies.  We offered


17  29.3 million acres.  So we offered this on a much larger


18  area for lease, and only 2.8 million acres was leased.


19  And these are these little blocks.  And after the meeting,


20  you are welcome to come up and take a look at the map


21  and/or we can answer questions from the --


22                  MR. JOHN CALLAHAN: There are also maps on


23  the sides there.


24                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Okay.  So then what


25  happened?  So the lease sale was held in February of 2008,
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 1  three -- a little over three years ago.  Before the lease


 2  sale, there was litigation.  There was plaintiffs that


 3  sued to invalidate the lease sale.  And what the -- what


 4  they alleged was -- in the litigation was that we didn't


 5  do a good enough job on the EIS, on the environmental


 6  impact statement that was done prior to the sale.  We


 7  didn't do a good enough job on it.  So they sued us.  The


 8  sale went ahead because in litigation, you have to ask the


 9  Court to stop the sale, and the plaintiffs didn't ask the


10  Court to stop the sale.  So the sale happened, and the


11  leases were issued.


12            In July of 2010, the District Court in Alaska,


13  which is in Anchorage, Judge Beistline, he issued a ruling


14  that said, for the most part, the EIS was satisfactory,


15  but you missed three issues.  And so the judge said,


16  agency, you go back and you need to redo those three


17  issues in the document.


18            And the three issues that the Court wanted us to


19  address in the EIS, they said that we failed to analyze


20  the environmental impact statement of natural gas


21  development despite industry interest and specific lease


22  incentives for such development.  So when we offered for


23  lease these tracts of land, we included in the sale notice


24  an incentive for the companies to produce the gas.  And so


25  the Court says, but you didn't analyze the environmental
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 1  effects for allowing them to produce the gas.  So he said


 2  go back and take a look at that.


 3            Another thing that the Court said that we failed


 4  to do was to determine whether the information identified


 5  by the agency was relevant or essential under federal


 6  regulations.  The plaintiffs submitted in court about a --


 7  I think it was like a 45-page document of everywhere the


 8  agency analysts had said there was uncertainty, we don't


 9  know, things are unknown.  Well, when that is done, the


10  regulations -- there is a requirement that when that is


11  done, that the agency has to follow the regulations and


12  determine whether the cost of obtaining the missing


13  information was exorbitant or the means of doing so was


14  unknown.  So they said you didn't do that.  You made all


15  these statements in here that things were missing, but you


16  didn't follow the regulations when you did that.


17            So we went back.  And what we did in response to


18  the court order, we drafted a supplemental environmental


19  impact statement to address the three concerns that was


20  in -- and it was in draft form.  That's when we came out


21  here -- and we released it in October of last year, and we


22  came out here in the communities in November to have


23  government-to-government meetings, as well as public


24  hearings.  And we came here to Point Hope, as well, to


25  show you what we did of how to address the order.
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 1            And we also -- we came out here to get comments,


 2  not only from all the communities.  We got about 150,000


 3  comments on the draft supplemental EIS, and we took a look


 4  at those comments.  And I'll let Mike explain why the


 5  draft supplemental EIS that we did in October was not


 6  finalized, because once you do a draft, then you receive


 7  comments and then do your -- you do a final supplemental


 8  EIS.  That's the process.  And so Mike will explain why we


 9  didn't do a final based on the previous draft.


10                  MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER: Like Sharon said,


11  in the NEPA process you usually come out with a draft


12  document, you go and hold meetings, you get comments and


13  usually produce a final environmental impact statement


14  some short time later.  This process was a little bit


15  different.  We did the draft.  We came out for the


16  meetings.  We invited comments.  We received over 150,000


17  comments.  And something special about those comments was


18  a common theme amongst many of those 150,000 comments.


19  Many of the commenters said, this is great, you looked at


20  the specific issues that the judge told you to look at


21  but, hey, Deepwater Horizon just happened and there is


22  nothing in this document about a very large oil spill.


23  That's what we are really concerned about.  This document


24  wouldn't be sufficient without a very large oil spill


25  analysis.
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 1            So we as an agency considered those comments,


 2  thought about the issue and said, you know what?  They are


 3  right.  This document should have a very large oil spill


 4  analysis.


 5            So we talked to our geologists and said what


 6  would it look like if there was a low probability but a


 7  really high impact event in the Chukchi Sea?  Can you give


 8  us a scenario?  And so they did.  And we passed that


 9  scenario on to our environmentalists.  These are our


10  biologists.  These are our oceanographers, our air quality


11  experts.  They looked at the scenario that our geologists


12  gave them, and they wrote about the types of environmental


13  impacts that could occur if one of those catastrophic


14  events were to actually happen.


15            That's what makes this -- that's the main new


16  analysis in this revised draft EIS.  It's similar to the


17  document we came here to talk about in November, except


18  now it has this big analysis of a very large oil spill.


19            The very large oil spill scenario is slightly


20  different than a worst-case discharge.  That's the term


21  that gets used a lot at meetings and you might hear in the


22  future.  But they are two different terms, and so we just


23  thought we would offer some thoughts about the difference.


24            The very large oil spill scenario that we looked


25  at in this document answers the question of, assuming that
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 1  a big blowout and oil spill occurred, what's the biggest


 2  worst scenario that could possibly happen.  We need to


 3  make sure the decisionmaker, the people back in


 4  Washington, D.C., understand how serious things could be.


 5  So what's the biggest spill that could happen?  What's the


 6  worst spill that could happen?  And it's for the purpose


 7  of analysis.  This is for the purpose of informing the


 8  decisionmaker.


 9            So our geologists, like I said before, tried to


10  give us a scenario that was the biggest possible spill


11  that could occur anywhere in the Chukchi Sea planning


12  area.


13            That's different than the worst-case discharge.


14  A worst-case discharge is something that the regulations


15  require wherein there is an actual plan to explore, an


16  actual exploration plan, and it's a specific calculation


17  that entails consideration of the specific location of the


18  proposed well, the specific type of well, the type of


19  technology that that company would use to drill that well.


20  So it's a slightly different calculation.


21            And we just want to know that the worst-case


22  discharge would probably end up being less than the very


23  large oil spill scenario because, again, it answers a


24  slightly different question; whereas, a very large oil


25  spill scenario answers what's the biggest that could
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 1  possibly occur anywhere in the planning area using any


 2  techniques.


 3            An exploration plan with a worst-case discharge


 4  would answer a more specific question:  What's the biggest


 5  spill that could happen using this technology in this spot


 6  at that reservoir?  So it's a fine distinction, and we


 7  understand that, and we would be willing to talk about


 8  that some more if people have questions.  But we just


 9  wanted to point that out for you.


10                  MS. SHARON WARREN: So we're here tonight


11  to get your input on this document.  As I said, it's a


12  revised draft supplemental impact statement, environmental


13  impact statement.  It has -- it carries forward the


14  information from the previous one.  Some of the comments


15  that we received, we made some changes in the document


16  based on those comments, as well as had an analysis on the


17  very large oil spill.


18            It's a supplement.  We did a final environmental


19  impact statement prior to the sale that was done in 2007.


20  So you will see references in this document to that other


21  EIS because we did -- we did take that EIS and redo that


22  EIS.  We supplemented it.  So we added to it.  And so


23  there may be references that you see.


24                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: Did you bring any EIS


25  statements?
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 1                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Yes.  We have CDs, and


 2  we may have some hard copies with us.


 3                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: Can you give them to


 4  some of us?


 5                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Yes, yes.  Some of you


 6  may have been on the mailing list that we sent out, but if


 7  you were not, we have them here available.


 8                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Do you have the hard


 9  copies?


10                  MR. MICHAEL HALLER: We have some of them.


11  We will work on that.


12                  MS. SHARON WARREN: We will get them out


13  before the end of the hearing.  We have hard copies with


14  us and we have disks of that document with us.


15                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: You are talking about


16  that document, so aren't people wanting to look at it


17  while you are talking about it?


18                  MS. SHARON WARREN: You want to look --


19  here.  Okay.


20                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: Is there somebody that


21  wants to look at it?


22                  MS. SHARON WARREN: Here is one here if


23  somebody wants to --


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Comments are not due for


25  a few weeks yet, so there is time.
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 1                  MS. SHARON WARREN: So that's what we are


 2  looking for is to get your comments.  The comment period


 3  closes July 11th, so you have time to get your comments


 4  in.  We also are using the website here.  You can go to


 5  our website to make your comments.  We have some handouts


 6  on how to do that, how to get to our website and how to


 7  make the comments on that website, so we will also have


 8  some of those handed out, as well.


 9            So again, July 11th we need your comments on the


10  document.  And we will take comments tonight, as well, you


11  know, for the record, and then you can still supply


12  comments.


13            And then what happens?  Once we receive the


14  comments and the comment period closes on the 11th of


15  July, we are going to take a look at all the substantive


16  comments that we receive, and we're going to take a look


17  at them compared to our document.  And we are going to be


18  preparing a final supplemental environmental impact


19  statement.


20            This is a court-driven deadline.  On May 19,


21  Judge Beistline gave us a deadline that the Secretary of


22  the Interior needed to make his decision concerning the


23  sale by October 3rd of this year.  So in order for him to


24  do that, we have to have the final supplemental EIS


25  completed by the first part of September because there is
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 1  a 30-day waiting period based on the regulations before he


 2  can make his decision.


 3            And the decision he's going to -- that he needs


 4  to make is whether or not to affirm the sale, whether or


 5  not to keep the sale as it was in 2008, to modify it in


 6  some way -- not make it larger, but make it smaller -- or


 7  he can decide to cancel the leases.  Those are decisions


 8  that he -- the Court told him that he needed to make by


 9  the 3rd of October.


10            So that is why we're here today to take your


11  comments as public testimony and then also by July 11th to


12  have comments on the document.


13                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Sharon.  Now,


14  this is where what I consider to be the fun starts.  And


15  it's also the most important.  Now, first of all, if we


16  need a translator, we have got Dorcus there sitting who


17  gave the blessing.  If we have translation issues, Dorcus


18  has agreed to help us out to make sure every comment is


19  considered.


20            Now, a couple of things here just they have


21  already said, but I'm going to remind you.  No decisions


22  have been made yet.  The Secretary of the Interior has to


23  make those decisions.  What we have to do is make sure


24  that we have a good document and all the concerns and


25  issues of the communities put together and taken to the
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 1  Secretary so he can make the best decision.  That's why we


 2  need your help.


 3            And we were talking in the office just a little


 4  while ago with Caroline, and it's all about communication.


 5  And I'm a big believer in that.  And that was the whole


 6  subject of our meeting.  And sometimes I get accused of


 7  being a frustrated teacher because I like to call on


 8  folks, but I'm not quite that bad.


 9            But what we came up with in our last meeting --


10  and Earl was helping and Earl was helping a few minutes


11  ago to get organized -- is we need people to come closer.


12  And I would like to get as many chairs up here as we can


13  and sort of form a semi-circle so we make sure everybody


14  has a chance to speak.  We will go from person to person


15  and you can have a comment, you can pass, and then we are


16  going to do it again.  And we will stay here as long as we


17  need to so everybody feels they have had a chance to speak


18  and maybe several times to speak because one of your


19  friends or neighbors may say something that reminds you, I


20  need to mention this.


21            So we want to make sure when we end tonight


22  everybody feels they have got their views on the table and


23  that everybody has heard everybody's views.  And so this


24  is where I would like some help.  We are going to move the


25  chairs up here so everybody can move closer, and then we
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 1  are going to start with the community Elders and elected


 2  officials.  So Caroline and Earl, I may need your help to


 3  help identify who should speak in those two groups, and


 4  then we will open it up to everybody.  So I'm asking that


 5  you all come up here and move closer.  And that's where


 6  I'm the teacher that says please don't sit in the back of


 7  the room because I can't hear you or see you.  So please,


 8  can we come up here and move chairs.


 9             (Off the record.)


10                  MR. EARL KINGIK: It's time for you guys


11  to talk about a very important issue.  I can start off


12  with the organization I work with.  I work for Alaska


13  Wilderness League.  I have been fighting this issue for a


14  long time.  It's important that the government gets to


15  listen to you guys.  We have got a recording secretary.


16  We have got a translator.  So this will give you the idea


17  of what this issue is all about.


18            A great honor is being in front of us, our


19  President, Caroline Cannon.  And it's another great honor


20  to speak in front of ASRC Energy Services CEO.  And it's a


21  great honor to speak in front of the Elders and my fellow


22  Point Hopers.


23            Your voice is needed to reverse this bad Bush


24  Administration lease sale that happened in 2008.  Our


25  recommendation is no leases drilling or exploration
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 1  activities to occur in the Chukchi Sea.  Given the risks,


 2  the Obama Administration should not affirm Chukchi Lease


 3  Sale 193, nor let any exploratory drilling in the area go


 4  forward.  There is a lot of other issues, but I'll read


 5  the high points.


 6            There is no proven technology to clean up an oil


 7  spill in the Arctic conditions with cold temperatures, low


 8  visibility, broken sea ice and high winds.  Little


 9  baseline science exists for measuring the effects of an


10  oil spill on the Arctic ecosystem and mammals central to


11  our way of life.  We are part of the ecosystem, and we


12  should be proud that Mother Native has given us to be part


13  of that ecosystem of the world.


14            With the nearest Coast Guard station 1,000 miles


15  away, Arctic communities are not capable of responding to


16  a major oil spill along the Chukchi coast.  The Inupiat


17  people have lived off the Arctic Ocean for thousands of


18  years.  The Chukchi Sea is a viable source of food for our


19  communities and an oil spill or disturbance of marine


20  mammals and fish could devastate our way of life.


21            Come and testify and let these government people


22  understand how important our way of life is.  We have been


23  living here for thousands of years.  The garden has


24  provided food for us.  Springtime, year-round cycle, we


25  need to continue keeping that up.  We need to continue
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 1  living our way of life.  There is alternative energies


 2  that could be developed.  There is other ways of making


 3  money.  We got corporations that could do business with


 4  our president of ASRC Energy Service to do development


 5  inland and stay away from our ocean, the ocean that


 6  provides us with food for thousands of years.  Our


 7  corporation, ASRC, could be a big help in our way of life.


 8            But still we have to watch what we are doing


 9  because it's your kids' future.  Your kids are the ones


10  that will be affected.  It's not going to happen right


11  away.  It's going to happen after me and my relatives pass


12  away.  And you have to come forward for your children and


13  your grandchildren to continue our way of life in Point


14  Hope Alaska.  Thank you.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Earl.  Okay.


16  What I would like to do now is first ask the village


17  Elders if they would like to make some comments.  I


18  believe that's appropriate.  I don't want to force anybody


19  to make comments, but you are welcome to make some


20  comments, if you would like.


21                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Why didn't you


22  start with the Elders if you were going to be appropriate?


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's what I'm trying


24  to do now, sir.  Earl was helping me.  He was at the


25  meeting last night, and he's helping me change the tone of
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 1  the meeting, the focus of the meeting to get the best


 2  information.  Thank you, Earl.  And right now we will


 3  start with the Elders, which we would like to hear first.


 4  Thank you.


 5                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: My name is Erma


 6  Hunnicutt.  I would write on a piece of paper like -- like


 7  Earl if I had -- if I had known that you were coming ahead


 8  of time, so --


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.  We


10  will do our best to do better next time.  Sir, would you


11  like to comment?


12                  MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK: Whenever I see an


13  oil rig in the newspapers or on TV, it make me flinch, you


14  know, because after what happened with the Exxon oil spill


15  and other oil spill everywhere else, even the


16  environmental impact statement, you know -- I'm sure some


17  people read that.  And our people have lived here for


18  thousands of years.  We are subsistence users.  And I'm


19  also for development, you know, because any kind of


20  development provides jobs for our people.  There is no


21  doubt about that.


22            But still, this offshore drilling scares me.


23  Why don't we just open ANWR?  You know, there is already a


24  pipeline built.  We were afraid when we first heard about


25  Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  We have caribou.  We have other
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 1  animals around.  Although we were afraid that we might


 2  lose our animals, look at -- look at what happened now.


 3  Our animals are still around, the caribou where the


 4  pipeline is built.  But this offshore drilling is


 5  something else, you know.


 6            Even that Exxon oil spill after what happened,


 7  people are still trying to hunt and fish and then they


 8  still find that grease, you know, in their rivers, in the


 9  oceans.  That's why, I don't know, these oil rigs make me


10  flinch every time I seen one.  Thank you.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We will come back.  If


12  you want to interrupt at any time, please let us know.


13                  MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK: (Speaking in


14  Inupiaq.)


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


16  And that was recorded.  Thank you, sir.  Now, I'd like


17  to -- unless there are anymore -- thank you, Leo.  I would


18  then like to -- Dorcus is maybe speaking later, unless you


19  want to try again.


20                  MS. DORCUS ROCK: He's right.  I know we


21  need jobs here, too, but we also know there is going to be


22  development going on, but that really scares me, too,


23  because we -- that's how we survive with is our Eskimo


24  food, and you all know that for thousands of years.  I'm


25  not -- (speaking in Inupiaq.)
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 1                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Dorcus.  With


 2  that I would like to open it up to elected officials.


 3  Caroline, would you like to speak first, or would you like


 4  to say anything?  Is there anyone else you believe should


 5  speak first before I open it up to the public?


 6                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: There is a lot of


 7  Elders here, and I think they need to be heard.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Absolutely.  I need the


 9  Elders, if you will put up your hands, you can speak if


10  you need to right now.


11                  MR. GEORGE KINGIK: Thank you very much.


12  My name is George Kingik.  I'm an Elder.  I'm also of the


13  Uunasiiqsiigaaq clan.  What we are talking about is real


14  hard to stomach.  In this community, we have been fighting


15  for our ocean since 1945, since Truman started dreaming


16  about the big port over at Cape Thompson.  Our Elders and


17  our great-grandfathers have fought to protect the ocean.


18  And that's what we have been doing since they told us,


19  watch out for your ocean.  That's your food, your stomach.


20  That's what feeds you.


21            And I oppose the lease sale.  I was in Anchorage


22  when they had the lease sale, me and my brother.  There


23  was only a few Natives at the lease sale.  And a lot of


24  people cry.  A lot of people come outside.  They look at


25  the company who get the lease.  And it was a hurry-up
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 1  situation two years ago.  All those people that was


 2  outside protesting against the 193 lease sale because the


 3  Elders said no to the big Project Chariot and no to this


 4  lease sale.  And I still oppose it.  Thank you very much.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Are there any other


 6  Elders that would like to speak?  And we will be here as


 7  long as we need to, so if you think of something


 8  afterwards, you are welcome to jump in.  Anyone else?  Any


 9  Elder?  Elected officials?


10                  MR. RONALD OVIOK, SR.: (Speaking in


11  Inupiaq.)  One thing I'd like to add is what you have is


12  the government controls today, but one drop of oil could


13  become a big problem for our animals.  Thank you.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Any other elected


15  officials that would like to speak before we go to the


16  list?


17                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: I'm a council member


18  representing Point Hope through our regional federally


19  recognized tribal government known as the Inupiat


20  Community of the Arctic Slope.  That tribal government was


21  formed in 1971 in response to Alaska Native Claims


22  Settlement Act and as a region for the Arctic Slope, as a


23  government.


24            And we are a government like any other


25  government.  The United States government is a government
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 1  that has responsibilities, and so do we.  There are


 2  federally recognized tribes that perform governmental


 3  functions.  There are -- more than half of all the tribes


 4  in the United States have self-governance, have direct


 5  funding from the federal government, not through the BIA


 6  and regional offices.  And so they perform these


 7  governmental functions in place of the federal government,


 8  whether it be wildlife, EPA, those governmental functions


 9  like any other government.


10            And we have that responsibility in performing


11  those functions for our members, and our constitutions


12  reflect that for the well-being of our membership.  And so


13  we have this obligation and duty, and there are other


14  tribal governments that have the same thing like the


15  federal government, its responsibility towards its toward


16  its membership and its well-being of the membership.


17            And I guess that's a good start to indicate what


18  our responsibilities are.  We are not just blowing hot


19  air.  And we do have these functions and responsibilities


20  that we have to address in regards to whatever may be


21  missing or whatever needs to be done, like any other


22  government.


23            Is there any type of revenue sharing?  Is


24  there -- how are we going to benefit through something


25  that we haven't addressed yet and haven't been
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 1  acknowledged in regards to governmental functions?


 2  Taxation?  Local employment?  Tribal employment rights?


 3  These functions have to be recognized by the federal


 4  government and the State of Alaska.  And so it's very


 5  difficult for us tribal governments to, you know, respond


 6  to things and continuously try to keep track of what all


 7  has taken place.  But we have been in the court for a very


 8  long time, as George Kingik just said.


 9            And there have been several cases that involve


10  our governmental functions and our concerns in regards to


11  subsistence that have not been resolved.  And so you know,


12  governmental functions are very -- you know, it's a real


13  thing.  I guess, you know, this can go on as time goes on.


14  Thank you.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, sir.


16                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: (Speaking in


17  Inupiaq.)


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Again,


19  before we go to any of the list I have, any other


20  community Elders or elected officials?


21                  MR. MICHAEL HALLER: Could you let Dorcus


22  translate that?


23                  MS. DORCUS ROCK: (Translation by Dorcus


24  Rock.)  She was saying that when money comes in and so


25  forth, it's good, but it's also that we have to remember
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 1  to work together when we do that.  Like I said, when we


 2  get our dividend from the ASRC or from the State Permanent


 3  Fund, we all get happy, everybody.  And when they catch


 4  whale, everybody get happy, too.  So if these two work


 5  together, we all be happy.  Working together that she's


 6  mostly concerned about.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  I'm going to go


 8  to the list, unless there is any other Elders or elected


 9  officials that would like to speak.  And I'm going to go


10  to the list, and we can always come back.  I want to make


11  sure everybody has a chance to speak.


12            Technology.  We were talking about that, too.


13  Sometimes technology is not a good thing.  All right.


14  George Kingik.  I believe he's already spoken.  Okay.


15  Down the list here.  Jack Schaefer, you were next on the


16  list.  Do you want to speak again for a second, or come


17  back to you?


18                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: Sure.  Okay.  Why not?


19                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  And then we are


20  going to make sure everyone gets a chance to speak, but


21  now you are a double dipper.  That's all right.  We are


22  going to keep going around.  Everybody is going to speak


23  tonight.


24                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: As I was saying, you


25  know, there were several court cases that we have been
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 1  trying to protect our rights to subsistence, our rights to


 2  the ownership of the ocean in regards to title.  And I


 3  will mention these for the record.  This is one tribal


 4  government that went through this.  There were several


 5  that had went through this.  The Inupiat Community of the


 6  Arctic Slope, Native Village of Gambell, Native Village of


 7  Akutan, Nome Eskimo Community, Native Village of Eyak.


 8            Over the years since the '70s -- and I'll just


 9  mention one in regards to subsistence, People versus


10  Gambell versus Clark, Ninth Circuit, 1984.  Gambell 1.


11  People versus Gambell versus Hodel, Ninth Circuit Court,


12  1985, Gambell 2.  People versus Gambell versus Hodel,


13  Ninth Circuit, 1989, Gambell 3.  People of Gambell versus


14  Babbitt, Ninth Circuit, 1993, Gambell 4.


15            This statement more or less came out of a


16  Vermont law school last March in regards to discussions of


17  offshore between the United States and Canada, the Inuit


18  and Greenland trying to talk about oil and gas offshore.


19  And so there was a mention of these court cases that


20  indicated that the subsistence issues have not been


21  resolved.


22            And so that, you know, gives you a little bit of


23  a glimpse that was mentioned to the White House Ocean


24  Policy Group a couple weeks ago, but I don't know if they


25  understood what I was saying because I didn't refer to the
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 1  Circuit Court here.  I just indicated Gambell, 1, 2, 3,


 2  and 4, assuming that they understood.


 3            The State of Alaska only has jurisdiction for


 4  three miles.  They might get a little bit of something up


 5  to six miles in regards to any type of revenue sharing,


 6  and beyond that, zero, nothing.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, sir.  Going


 8  down the list, I know Earl, you have already spoken.  Do


 9  you want to hit it again or come back to you?  Come back


10  to you?  Okay.  Thank you.  Next on the list.  Leo.  You


11  were on the list.  Do you want to speak again?  Or we can


12  come back.  Come?  Back.  Okay.  Next on the list -- I see


13  lots of nos.  And then I have a whole page where people


14  didn't mark yes or no.  Elizabeth S-T-E-O, Steo.


15  Elizabeth?  Okay.  Caroline, you didn't check yes or no.


16  Would you like to speak?


17                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: I think there is a


18  misunderstanding.  That was -- my understanding that was


19  the sign-in sheet.  They did not clarify if we are going


20  to speak or -- I think we need to communicate better.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Absolutely.  We started


22  a little late, and we didn't get the sign-in sheets out.


23                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: We just assumed that


24  was just a sign-in sheet.


25                  MR. ROY FILE: Why are you going on that?
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 1  Is there a different sign-in sheet than this one?


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We had several to find


 3  out who is here.  And everyone is going to get a chance to


 4  speak.  Looking at you, Caroline, would you like to make a


 5  comment?


 6                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: I'm just


 7  observing.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You are absolutely


 9  correct.  Michelle W. Cannon.  Michelle.  She's not here.


10                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mitchell.


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  I'm sorry.  I


12  can't hear too well and I can't see too well, either.


13  Margaret Oktollik.


14                  MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK: No.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: No?  Okay.  I'm not


16  sure.  I'm going to ask for some help.  Sally.  Would


17  you -- please.


18                  MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK: I say in this world,


19  this land is my land and this land is your land.  There is


20  two different things about it.  You guys love to eat your


21  food; we love to eat ours.  And you guys don't like to let


22  nobody touch your stuff; we don't like to let our things


23  be touched, too.  Like they always say, you know, you have


24  to share and give.  How are we going to do that if they


25  take that away from us?  What are we supposed to do?  You
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 1  guys don't like to eat our food.  Sometimes we don't like


 2  to eat your food.  And you have to look at it that way


 3  sometimes.


 4            But you have to remember, this land is our land


 5  together, each one of us.  We have different colors of


 6  this world.  We have to hold onto it because we love to


 7  eat.  I know you guys like to eat, too, even me, even our


 8  kids.  We don't like to see our kids be hungry.  It's


 9  going to hurt us, too.


10            It's hurt the peoples down there, too, when they


11  spill that oil.  You guys can't see that or understand


12  that part?  They are suffering.


13            Like I was saying, this land is my land, this


14  land is your land.  Thank you.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


16  Next on the list I've got Mary Jane Attungana.  Okay.


17  Bessie Kowunna.  Would you like to speak?


18                  MS. BESSIE KOWUNNA: Bessie Kowunna, for


19  the record.  And I'm not representing any entity, city,


20  Tikigaq or any other.  It's just myself as a Point Hope


21  resident.  But what I would like to say is I love being


22  Inupiat.  I love our food, our culture, our way of life,


23  our circle of life, our land and sea.


24            And I also would like to say that if things in


25  industry should happen, I would rather be involved in it,
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 1  not against it or for it, but work with it so our people


 2  can see and hear what's going on with industry.  We need


 3  to make sure what they say they are doing is really what


 4  they are doing.  With that said, if that should happen, I


 5  want to see our people trained, working and be involved so


 6  we aren't left out.  If not me working, it would be


 7  someone else, probably from the Outside.  So I'm happy to


 8  be working.  Thank you.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


10  Next on the list, I see your name again, Ron.  Is there


11  anything else you would like to add?  No?  Okay.  We will


12  come back.  Dorcus, your name was on the list.  You want


13  to make additional comments?


14                  MS. DORCUS ROCK: (Shakes head.)


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: No.  No.  No.  No.


16  Okay.  Can you help me with this name here?  I think there


17  is someone that's written down here as Peter.  Okay.  I've


18  got a no.  Then we are back to the very beginning again.


19  Now, that's the sign-in sheets that sort of got away from


20  us.


21                  MR. ROY FILE: You know, I signed a piece


22  of paper right after Bessie did.  Can I look at that thing


23  right there?  Did you deliberately skip me?


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: It might have been an


25  accident.  I apologize.  I want everybody to speak.  Let's
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 1  find out where you are at.  Right here.  I thought that


 2  was Ron.  I thought that was Ron over there.


 3                  MR. ROY FILE: That looks like a Y to


 4  me.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Well, I saw Ron, Roy.


 6  You are very welcome to speak.


 7                  MR. ROY FILE: I'm at school again, buddy.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I'm sorry.  I'm a


 9  frustrated teacher.


10                  MR. ROY FILE: Okay.  I just have a couple


11  questions for your personally.  Who do you work for?


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: That's a good question.


13  We work for the Department of Interior, Bureau of Ocean


14  Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are the


15  Feds.  We manage the offshore resources and make sure all


16  the rules and regulations and the safety is taken care of.


17  That's our job.  And we take the information and pass it


18  to the Secretary.


19                  MR. ROY FILE: That's what I wanted to


20  find out.  And also, are you -- the way you present


21  yourself here, are you pro development or are you anti


22  development?


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: We are dead center.  We


24  are not pro or -- our job is to make sure --


25                  MR. ROY FILE: So you do not favor one
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 1  side or the other?


 2                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Personally, I cannot.


 3  My job is to provide information to the Secretary of the


 4  Interior so he makes the decision.


 5                  MR. ROY FILE: That's what I wanted to --


 6  that's what I wanted to know.  Thank you.


 7                  DR. JIM KENDALL: You are more than


 8  welcome.  And I apologize for reading it wrong.


 9                  MR. ROY FILE: That's okay.  Just don't


10  let it happen again.  We have got to have some fun here.


11                  MR. ROY FILE: Yeah.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I have gone through the


13  list.  Did anybody sign the list that wanted to speak that


14  didn't?  Because then we are going to go to phase two.


15  Yes, ma'am.


16                  MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY: Good evening.


17  I wrote my name on the list, and I said yes.  This is


18  Aggie Frankson-Henry.  And this is to J.F. Bennett, Chief


19  Branch of Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Ocean Energy


20  Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Herndon,


21  Virginia; cc to Michael Haller, Community Liaison, Alaska


22  Region, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and


23  Enforcement of Anchorage, Alaska.  And I wrote this today.


24            As you see here in this map, all the gray spots,


25  those are lease sales that's been sold.  Our ocean has
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 1  been sold.  They are colored in red, but you don't see it


 2  in red.  State of Alaska, the corporations do not have a


 3  piece of dime, not even a penny.  If this goes through to


 4  the vessels, we don't see anything unless it lands on


 5  shore.  And then the North Slope Borough will tax them.


 6  That's for your information.


 7            For the record, I am Aggie Frankson-Henry, a


 8  tribal secretary and tribal member of the Native Village


 9  of Point Hope.  I am opposing the Bureau of Ocean Energy


10  Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, decision


11  on the proposed actions for multi-sale EIS for the Chukchi


12  Sea, sales 193, 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea's lease sales


13  209 and 217.  And I support alternative one, Beaufort and


14  Chukchi Sea no lease sale.


15            And I'm opposing the National Pollutant


16  Discharge Elimination (NPDES) permit, a permit to


17  discharge of toxic drilling muds and other harmful


18  pollutants into the water within the decision of the


19  proposed actions for multiple sale EIS for the Chukchi Sea


20  sales 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea lease sale 209 and 217.


21            As a representative for the tribe, it's of best


22  interest of restoring courage, stand up for our children's


23  future and their next generation to have the opportunity


24  to utilize our subsistence resources.  This time I will


25  stand.  This time I will voice for the good in which the
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 1  Inupiat people of the Arctic Slope is currently blessed to


 2  harvest bountifully from the land, air, rivers and oceans.


 3            I am an Inupiat mother, wife, daughter, aunt,


 4  tribal member of the Native Village of Point Hope, and


 5  most of all a whaler and harvester dependent on the


 6  Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea for means of survival.  Being


 7  Inupiat is an inherent freedom to hunt, harvest from the


 8  vast frozen seas to nurture my family and extended


 9  families across Alaska and Lower 48.  The Chukchi and


10  Beaufort Seas provide nutritional food supply on my table


11  without any aftertaste of spill debris from oil and gas


12  exploratory drilling.


13            Point Hope, Alaska is surrounded by the Chukchi


14  and Beaufort Seas.  I live in the oldest whaling community


15  in North America, and our future generation historically


16  is in jeopardy without a cleaner environment in the Arctic


17  Slope.


18            It is of my best interest to voice my concern to


19  hope for the best to preserve my culture because of


20  climate change this vast ocean is faced with.  I pray for


21  a healthier ecosystem balance for bowhead whales,


22  walruses, polar bears, seals, ducks, fishes, birds, crabs,


23  plankton, oysters, clams, seaweed, worms, killer whales,


24  narwhales, right whales, beluga whales, gray whales, and


25  all the mammals of these two great oceans that we, the
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 1  people of Point Hope, are blessed with.


 2            I come from an economic distressed community who


 3  relies 70 percent on subsistence resources to maintain a


 4  healthy diet.  The majority in distress is our children.


 5  Our boundary is rich in herbs, berries, plants, naturally


 6  grown dietary supplements for a healthy living environment


 7  for our people and animals that relies on these natural


 8  resources.


 9            As we the people realize today, what really


10  matters is the well-being of our children's future and


11  subsistence resources that will be impacted to strive to


12  sustain traditional knowledge, traditional lifestyle,


13  cultural heritage, cultural land use which industry poses


14  a potential damage to our environment in the Arctic Slope.


15            The Inupiat people has political rights, and we


16  must argue that it is misleading to obstruct the


17  settlement given to the Inupiat people by political or


18  personal gain of regret in our backyard of the proposed


19  2012-2017 Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas lease


20  program settled by the companies' permits without even


21  giving the Inupiat the right to vote by the people of the


22  North Slope Borough communities.


23            We have the right to voice, to meet freely for


24  the well-being of the residents of the people in the


25  coastal communities, whether it be by
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 1  government-to-government consultation meetings, giving


 2  your testimonies to the entities that goes into your


 3  communities, avails much to the next generation of


 4  subsistence users.  No voice, no courage, then you will


 5  not be heard for your inherited rights.  It will cause a


 6  big effect in your community, and their royalties will be


 7  dispersed to other people not from your community.  The


 8  royalties will not be given to the rightful stakeholders'


 9  interest or financial gain.


10            Community leaders, I encourage you to speak up


11  and stand up for what is only right because time is of the


12  essence of a vast cultural effect for our future


13  generations' responsibility to maintain without probable


14  cause the right of entries on our land and your children's


15  right to be I am Inupiat freely without any restrictions


16  on our own property to subsist on, restoring a loving


17  inheritance given to us by God, our Creator, knowingly


18  that we, as real people, truly respect and rely on the


19  environment for means of survival as Inupiat.


20            Based on current agriculture in Valdez, Alaska,


21  it is not my best interest to harm this great state with


22  offshore oil gas drilling along the Chukchi and Beaufort


23  Seas.  I am voicing my right to life, liberty, and


24  equality.


25            EPA should not grant permits for discharge of
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 1  toxic drilling waste into the Arctic waters from oil and


 2  gas exploration activities to protect the fragile Arctic


 3  ecosystem and traditional way of life.  Global warming or


 4  climate change is a significant example of the devastation


 5  we have seen in the Lower 48 by current flooding and


 6  violent storms and a disaster in the Gulf of Mexico by


 7  human error.


 8            I believe today that we have to be very stern on


 9  how the federal government and industrial servants that is


10  wanting to develop in the brittle oceans that can lead to


11  another disaster to our land, air, rivers, oceans that


12  will affect or decline our subsistence resources that we


13  rely on for means of survival through this harsh season in


14  the years ahead.


15            The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,


16  Regulation and Enforcement must conduct scientific studies


17  before a lease sale must be proposed for a lease sale.  My


18  question is:  How can you clean all the oil on ice?  How


19  can you make sure that trillions of oil that may be leaked


20  from a well be cleaned and managed in a 40- to


21  90-mile-per-hour gusting wind?  As we know as Inupiat of


22  the Arctic, we cannot even think of surfing the oceans


23  because our lives would be endangered by the great seas.


24            In closing, stand up for our best interests by


25  keeping the seal oil wood stove burning in our whaling
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 1  camps without any worry of oil on ice debris during the


 2  harvesting of the future generations, migratory land


 3  animals and marine mammals.  Our land, our air, our


 4  rivers, our oceans, our resources living on the land,


 5  rivers, and oceans do not have a voice for means of


 6  survival God gave us to be nurtured by.


 7            I oppose the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea


 8  planning areas oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and


 9  221.  I support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea


10  no lease sale.


11            Thank you.  I'm Aggie Frankson-Henry.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Thank you.


13  Thank you very much.  Next on the list I've got Leah


14  Frankson.  She came late.  Is that you hiding back there?


15                  MS. LEAH FRANKSON: I didn't prepare


16  anything.  I just want to say that I'm against all


17  offshore drilling, no matter what profit for who.


18  Devastation to the ecosystem, devastation to the -- all


19  animals and fish and mammals, devastation to environment,


20  ultimately devastation to Inupiat human is to become a


21  crime against humanity.  And there is no money that can


22  fix that, take that away, or change that once that


23  happens.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.  I


25  have another name here.  I believe it's -- I'm sorry.  I
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 1  don't read well.  Peggy Frankson.  Is Peggy here?


 2                  MS. PEGGY FRANKSON: Last early Monday


 3  morning, my ten-year-old son caught his first seal.  He


 4  dreams about hunting ever since he was a little boy.


 5  That's his passion.  He goes out whenever he can, hunting


 6  mammals, fishing, hunting for caribou, and he wants to


 7  continue to do this.  We all want our young people to


 8  continue hunting all the animals that we are used to


 9  surviving on.


10            We live a subsistence lifestyle.  If any of you


11  go into our Native store here and try to buy groceries for


12  a week for a family of seven, you would be -- or try


13  buying groceries for a month.  It's over $2,000, easily.


14  It's outrageous.  We have to survive on our subsistence


15  foods we catch.  It's part of our lifestyle.  It's part of


16  our lives.  It's part of who we are.


17            And we certainly are going to keep opposing the


18  offshore drilling sales, the leases, everything, because


19  if our animals are endangered by possible oil spills, you


20  have no guarantee to us saying that no oil will land in


21  our oceans, no oil will wash up on our shores.  There is


22  no guarantee.  Until there is a guarantee, we are not


23  going to approve of any sales.  We are going to continue


24  to oppose them.


25            We want to keep hunting our animals.  We want to
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 1  keep living our subsistence lifestyle.  My son wants to


 2  grow to a man into a father and teach his kids how to hunt


 3  and to live the Inupiat way.  Thank you.


 4                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


 5  Now, according to the list, which is not perfect, I've hit


 6  everyone who either didn't mark yes or no or marked yes.


 7  So now we are going to open it up to the floor because I


 8  want to make sure everybody has an opportunity to speak.


 9  So first I'm going to ask for volunteers.  And then if we


10  don't -- when we are out of volunteers, I'm going to go to


11  each individual person to ask you again if you would like


12  the opportunity to speak and tell us what you think.  I


13  want everybody to have that option.


14            So does anyone want to raise their hand and make


15  a comment before I start going to everybody individually?


16  Just to make sure we are not missing something, because we


17  need your help.


18                  MS. LILLIAN A. LANE: I'd like to sign in,


19  if I could.


20            I, too, like my uma, wasn't prepared to -- and


21  have comments, but I jotted a few things.  My name is


22  Lillian A. Lane.  I'm a resident of Point Hope, born and


23  raised.  Love to eat everything my father, my brothers, my


24  neighbors have caught and put on my table.  Therefore, I


25  oppose any gas, oil leases out in the ocean seas.  Just
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 1  like everybody here, they are dependent on the -- majority


 2  of our food come from the ocean, majority of it that we


 3  take in and preserve and keep all year.  So the cycle goes


 4  on and on and on.


 5            We have said this over and over in each


 6  testimony that we have spoken through, whether it be from


 7  the oil companies or others.  We have repeated ourself


 8  over and over and over.  I'm glad you are here to listen


 9  to our testimonies, and I hope that the people that are


10  the deciding body will make -- take these testimonies to


11  heart because this is real.  Those people down there don't


12  know what's going on up here.  You don't know what goes on


13  up here.  I'm glad you are here to listen to our people,


14  the real people who have to live in this community year


15  long.


16            How would you feel if I put a limit to your


17  chicken and cow?  That would be my first question to all


18  of you that are dependent on those, too, or your


19  vegetables.  The people that are wanting to go out there


20  and drill in our oceans make promises that they would do


21  their utmost, their best to try not to do an oil spill.


22  It's kind of hard to believe because these things that


23  have gone on in Alaska and the Gulf that are -- that did


24  happen, like someone mentioned earlier.  You can hear


25  these things.
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 1            We are going to be repetitive on some of the


 2  things that they said because they are important.  Our


 3  ocean that's out there is unpredictable.  We have our


 4  sagvaq, the current that is very strong, and it comes from


 5  every direction out there.  Supposing something happened?


 6  How are they going to contain their spills?  Those are the


 7  things that we want to hear.  What are you going to do to


 8  do your -- your best to convince us that there is not


 9  going to be an oil spill?  Those are the things I want to


10  hear, but in a deep -- at the very -- at the -- but


11  overall, I know that since she mentioned -- Aggie


12  mentioned that we won't even get a penny out of it, not a


13  penny.  Go -- go earn your dime someplace else, not in our


14  ocean.


15            A lot of times -- another lady said it doesn't


16  matter about the money.  Money doesn't matter.  The food


17  is more important than money right now.  As we speak, it


18  is more than money because if we try and buy stuff, it's


19  really spendy.  But I want to also add that the unseen is


20  a mystery to all of us.  That mystery is our ocean.  We


21  only take what it gives us.  We only take what it gives


22  us.  The animals give themselves to us to provide for us.


23  So we take as much as it gives us.  If anything should


24  happen, we won't have anything.  I'm afraid of that.  We


25  won't have anything.
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 1            There was a news thing that the oil companies,


 2  once they close their pots, they are not responsible for


 3  anything else after.  They are not accountable for their


 4  closed pots.  Supposing something happens?  I think they


 5  should be responsible as long as they had touched that pot


 6  from the beginning to the very end and after.  That was on


 7  the news the other day.  I don't like that.  That's not


 8  good practice with any oil company.


 9            I know that it should -- maybe it might provide


10  some jobs for the community members, some community


11  members, but majority of the workers that do work in


12  Alaska on the pipeline, Red Dog Mine, comes from Lower 48.


13  Our people are not trained enough.  Our people are not


14  trained to do these jobs they do on the oil rigs.


15            And we all know about nature.  Nature controls


16  itself.  The ocean is unpredictable and, if anything


17  should happen, I don't think the oil rigs would be able to


18  withstand anything out there.  So therefore, it's a -- you


19  are playing with not only their lives, but our lives,


20  also.


21            Although their technology is updated and they


22  say they have up-to-par equipment, I still don't believe


23  they are good enough to withstand our Arctic conditions.


24            I, too, love to eat my mikigaq, which our


25  Heavenly Father, our God, has provided, has created and
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 1  put on this earth for our use, our bodily use.  And it


 2  says if we disturb the land, it's going to disrupt the


 3  cycle.  I see disruption.  I see disruption if they do go


 4  out there.  And I hope and heartily hope the committee


 5  will really consider and take to heart, once again, to


 6  really think this through and not think of it's going to


 7  bring us a lot of money because it's a federal thing.


 8  This is going to bring us a lot of money, which it does.


 9  Right now today our money really isn't there at all.


10            Thank you for this opportunity for me to speak


11  during this time, and I thank all the people that stood up


12  and speak on behalf of Point Hope.  And I'd like to -- I'd


13  like to say that if they are going to drill out there,


14  they need to think of all the factors that would be


15  affected before they do any drilling.  Taikuu.  Thank you.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


17  Now, what I would like to do is I'm going to start with


18  this end of the room and go around and touch base with


19  everybody to make sure everybody feels comfortable and had


20  an opportunity.  Sir, would you like to say anything?


21  Your name, please.


22                  MS. RICHARD CANNON, SR.: My name is


23  Richard Cannon, Senior.  Before I say one word, I'm going


24  to pray and ask God to give me the right words to say.


25            Heavenly Father, creator of all things, I ask
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 1  you to use my voice.  Help me say what you want me to say,


 2  Lord Jesus.  I come before you as your humble servant.  I


 3  serve you and you only, Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank you


 4  for this opportunity to speak before these people.


 5  [indiscernible] voice your opinion, not my opinion.  In


 6  Jesus' name I pray.  Amen.


 7            Again, my name is Richard Cannon, Sr.  Most of


 8  you people know me here.  And I do like to pretty much


 9  whale.  I have been around a long time, and kind of


10  heartbroken to see that these people are here.  I know


11  they're here to just basically do their job.  I'm glad Roy


12  asked this gentleman whether he's for it or against.


13  They're taking this thing to Secretary Salazar, that he


14  can't be -- he has to be biased.  How can he be biased in


15  a community of people that he know that if there is


16  drilling that is going to harm the environment because,


17  like some people say, there is nothing, there is nothing


18  to clean up the oil spill in the ice.  We all know that.


19            And I know your scientists, to me, they are


20  liars.  And how could they tell the truth when they work


21  for you guys, when they work for the oil companies?


22  Explain to me how someone is going to say, oh, no, this


23  can't happen.  You will be fired on the spot.  And I'm


24  quite sure he signs a gag order saying that he cannot


25  talk, that he cannot tell the truth.  So just like Aggie
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 1  say, they are paleface.  They are liars.


 2            So we as a whole must come against this, and we


 3  must come against this now because we know the oil


 4  companies, they have money and pretty much have


 5  politicians in their pockets.  I know these people might


 6  say how do I know that.  I don't know that, but I'm


 7  assuming that's it because they are in Washington as we


 8  speak right now trying to push for offshore oil, which we


 9  don't get a dime.  Alaska will not -- as Jeff says, Alaska


10  will not get a dime from this.  So what's the use?  What's


11  wrong with our politicians?  That don't sound right to me


12  that they don't -- that they will say, go ahead.


13            Now, I didn't say go ahead to me.  Are they


14  going to pay off?  Maybe it might begin to pay off.  I'll


15  just leave it at that.  My name is Richard Cannon, Senior.


16  And I'm pretty much against offshore drilling, any kind of


17  drilling.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


19  Ma'am, another opportunity?  Jack?


20                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: Sure.  I always have a


21  lot of things to say.  And I hope you continue to come


22  around and come around.  I have been at this for a long


23  time, also, you know.  I -- I have been President of the


24  Native Village back in '93 or so, years, and we have been


25  talking about oil and gas for a long time.  I sat around
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 1  my cousins and my uncles when they were talking about


 2  their fears and their concerns about offshore oil and gas


 3  back in the '70s and what they were concerned about and


 4  how they were talking about governmental functions and


 5  government-to-government and human rights and -- and


 6  responsibilities.


 7            And it even got to the point that the ownership


 8  of the ocean was never really addressed.  And when it was,


 9  it was addressed in a controversial way.  And so, you


10  know, I still feel that we own this ocean.  Alaska Native


11  Claims Settlement Act was for Alaska.  And where is the


12  boundary of Alaska?  And that was talked about and decided


13  on but never revealed.


14            And then, you know, I feel really betrayed, in a


15  way, because we had so much faith in the judicial system.


16  And we fought for what we thought was right.  And we won


17  several times.  Uncles and cousins laugh about it.  I was


18  young when this was going on.  I didn't really understand


19  what was happening, but I understood that we had a


20  responsibility and that we had ownership and that


21  controversy is all over.


22            We even went to the United Nations back in 1989


23  concerned about Prudhoe Bay and the cleanup that was


24  promised by the oil companies so that migration of the


25  caribou and other animals could continue over there.  But
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 1  I don't know if that was done.  There was a government


 2  accountability report, a GAO report that was published in


 3  2002, No. 357 on the restoration of Prudhoe Bay.  And


 4  companies ignored, companies changed their name, companies


 5  filed for bankruptcy, companies walked away.


 6            The State of Alaska got furious and said, this


 7  is not true.  I don't believe your report.


 8            And so that's one thing that we keep trying that


 9  we have been saying over time is that we are promised that


10  restoration will be done and they will clean it up, that


11  the animals will be able to go through there again.


12  Nuiqsut has to purchase three, four, five times as much


13  fuel to go after caribou now from years back.


14            And this restoration hasn't really been done,


15  apparently.  I did see something on the news that there


16  was some work that was being done, but I don't know to


17  what extent.  You know, promises have to be kept.  You


18  have to do what you need to do.  And if you are going to


19  say you are going to do something, then you better do it.


20  And if you walk away, then how can we trust these


21  companies that are saying that they can do it in an


22  environmentally safe way?  We are only talking about


23  exploration and leases.  I don't know to what extent that


24  we go in regards to impacts and at what stage.


25            There was discussion whether it's going to be
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 1  tanked or in a pipeline.  Both ways involve bladders that


 2  are going to be on the ocean floor filled with fuel, six


 3  or more sitting there filled with oil.  And there will be


 4  a pipe that will run up to the surface, two tankers from


 5  each bladder or a pipe running to a pipeline that will run


 6  on the floor of the ocean to another pipeline.


 7            And there has been over 20 years of photography


 8  of the ocean floor, and it has been mapped on how that ice


 9  moves and scrapes the bottom of the ocean and they have


10  been doing this for years, arctic research, photographs in


11  that area over there, sale 193.  So, you know, I don't


12  know to what extent we talk about, you know, things and


13  whether we should be concerned 15 years from now if it


14  will be developed.


15            In a previous hearing, there was a former


16  employee that was on one of those rigs, and he said that


17  he had -- was afraid for his life at one time because of a


18  storm, and that two cables had broken.  And he was


19  thankful that that rig did not collapse or sink or


20  anything.  They were spared.  And he said no more.


21  Whether he broke his confidentiality agreement that he may


22  have signed with the company or -- I don't know.  I can't


23  speak for him.  But that was stated in a previous hearing.


24  That has not been put on the website.


25            We talk about transparency, openness.  We will
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 1  give you all the information you need.  But we haven't


 2  seen the transcripts of the hearings.  We haven't seen


 3  what the other villages have said.  What I mean by "we,"


 4  is that anybody that could pick up a laptop like that


 5  person over there and Googlize and look for hearings.  And


 6  what they will see is that there are absolutely no


 7  hearings for Point Hope from Point Hope on record in your


 8  website.


 9            The first one appears in 1986 or '83, which was


10  done by teleconference.  There were hearings that I


11  testified as the President of Native Village of Point Hope


12  in 1995 reflecting on the international code that we had


13  passed.  That's not on record.  That hearing took place in


14  Anchorage at the Egan Center in 1995.  And that's not on


15  the website.  There are other hearings that are there, but


16  nothing from Point Hope.  And it's very, very odd.


17            And then these recent ones that were in February


18  are not on the website.  Is there a reason why they are


19  not there?


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  I'll look


21  into that.  Sir, would you like an opportunity?


22                  MR. ELIJAH ROCK, SR: My name is Elijah


23  Rock, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain in Point Hope.  And


24  also Commissioner for Point Hope for nine years.  Just


25  talking to the government, federal government over in
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 1  Washington, D.C. to make them understand that I'm Inupiat


 2  and I have a lifestyle that was passed on to me and my


 3  ancestors.  And I would like this lifestyle continue


 4  without any interruption of any development of gas and


 5  oil, if possible.  If it can't be safe, just don't do it


 6  just like that because I like to have gas and oil from the


 7  modern-day equipment I use to hunt with and heat my house.


 8  I can't go back to my seal oil blubber stove to heat my


 9  house, heat it all night like I'm used to today and I


10  cannot just go to the wall and turn my light off and on if


11  we have no gas and oil.


12            But that is something that needs to be really


13  considered from the federal government because the federal


14  government is our government, as far as I understand.


15  Then we have another government, it's the North Slope


16  Borough.  That's our government.  Then we have another one


17  that's the State government.  And that's another


18  government.  And we have a Native village government here


19  and we have a City government here in Point Hope, and you


20  know, governments are governments and governments and


21  governments.  But still, we are still here.  We are still


22  alive.  We continue to live because of the fact that we


23  were passed on, taught how to live the lifestyle that we


24  are immune to nowadays.  Even though a lot of the things


25  on our past went this way and that way, modernized, but
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 1  still, you know, the federal government -- someone


 2  mentioned that we have water out there, our sea, our


 3  ocean.  Without the federal government, the State


 4  government, from the shore out to three miles, the State


 5  government owns that, rules anything in that area.  And


 6  then from three miles on, it's the federal government


 7  waters.  But we still hunt in them.  We still all live off


 8  that ocean, even though the federal and State in them,


 9  even though the federal and State government controls it.


10  We abide by their -- whatever they say.  We use it.  They


11  make the laws and they will continue to make these kind of


12  laws, I don't know, till kingdom come, I guess.


13            Anyway, I support everyone that is against oil


14  and gas development, but it's got to be safe, and somehow


15  we got to make an arrangement for the federal and the


16  State government to, you know -- without money we cannot


17  go buy the modern-day equipment that we use, the


18  modern-day food that we use.  We cannot survive just on


19  muktuk seal and -- anymore.  We have got to have


20  hamburger.  Our children are already used to that.


21            So if something can be arranged where we have


22  enough supply from the State and federal government to


23  keep us alive, if they -- if they happen to do something


24  wrong in our ocean and we can't utilize our Native food


25  anymore from the ocean.
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 1            But everything migrates, as far as I understand.


 2  All the animals in the ocean, even their food migrates.


 3  Migrate meaning that, you know, they travel from the


 4  low -- lower oceans up -- go up through our area and then


 5  continue on over to Canada and Greenland because of the


 6  currents.  They follow the current.  I've never seen --


 7  and also I've always heard from my Elders when we are out


 8  hunting we -- we can't see any animals when the current is


 9  from the west, only seals and polar bear.  That's all.


10  But every once in a while when the whales are migrating --


11  this statement is not true either because some the whales


12  always come back because they can't continue on, no water.


13  They'll come back.  I caught one of those kind in my


14  whaling years in Point Hope.


15            And another thing I have a problem with is


16  our -- we deem that it's our ocean, but State and federal


17  own that ocean, and they right now they are opening it up


18  to tourist ships going through all the way around up north


19  across Canada, Greenland, everywhere.  And that's


20  something that, you know, we have seen and read about in


21  the Lower 48.  A lot of animals get hit by the props.  And


22  also there is a lot of fishing going on.  They make a


23  line, International Date Line for the other countries not


24  to come in, but they still come in and go over that


25  because there is nobody out there really leasing the area.
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 1            And so when those nets are out there, any kind


 2  of animal will get caught in those nets and die, can't


 3  swim no more.


 4            Anyway, thank you.


 5                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


 6  Sir, another opportunity, sir?  Would you like to make


 7  another comment?


 8                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: I pass.


 9                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Ma'am, you are welcome


10  to.


11                  MS. LEAH FRANKSON: My name is Leah


12  Frankson.  When I first heard about the leasing, the sale,


13  and I made a comment on my Facebook about how people don't


14  understand how the effects would be because it's not them,


15  you know.  It's not them being affected.  And I said, you


16  know, how would they feel if -- if they didn't -- if they


17  couldn't eat shrimp no more, if they couldn't eat that.


18  And then sure enough, look what happened to them down


19  there, those shrimp -- shrimpers down there.  The


20  shrimpers, they are still being affected by what happened.


21            You know, look at what happened in Valdez.  That


22  wasn't even a pipe.  That wasn't a -- that was just a


23  boat.  25 years they couldn't be fishing, toxic waters.


24  Those are places that are connected that have


25  infrastructure or relief, you know.  There is no
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 1  infrastructure set up up here, nothing.  Thousands of


 2  miles out, there is nothing.


 3            And even if there was, you would add on to the


 4  noise pollution.  They track all of the pollution that in


 5  this pristine environment that they don't even know what


 6  might happen.  They don't even know what could happen


 7  to -- to the ecosystem.


 8            For the federal government to sell it in the


 9  first place seems wrong to give some one person, one


10  group, one entity profit, and when it could affect so


11  much, it could devastate so much.  And I have to say, to


12  me, to allow that it looks like a crime against humanity.


13  Humans, humans here, my family, is eating from the ocean.


14  My family is eating from the ocean.  Everybody up here.


15            And it's not the first time the federal


16  government almost let things happen.  I was reading that


17  book on Howard Rock and how they almost got approved to do


18  nuclear bomb to change the land so they could, you know --


19  to test it, to test -- to test up here.  Even there was


20  EPA back then, almost allow it.  And what would have


21  happened if they did?  We wouldn't be here if they did.


22            Together we stand up and they said no.  And they


23  are standing up and they are saying no to this, no matter


24  your profits.  Thank you.


25                  MS. LILY TUZROYLUKE: Lily Tuzroyluke for
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 1  the record.  Your agency, BOEMRE, has been in the news


 2  lately for corruptions, for corruptions just as recently


 3  as 2010.  Not these people that are sitting in front of


 4  you, but the department that they work for, their


 5  employees were found guilty for taking bribes from oil


 6  companies.  From oil companies.


 7            You stated earlier when this gentleman asked, he


 8  asked what is your -- what is your stance on this issue,


 9  and you said that you are neutral.  You said that you are


10  neutral, that you have to take consideration from both


11  sides.


12            I want to know what assurances happens -- what


13  assurance you can give me or the people here that the same


14  corruptions is not going to be happening again.  I know


15  that there is certain steps that you have been taking, but


16  I just wanted to bring that issue up since that is a


17  concern.  You are here to talk about the supplemental


18  environmental impact statement, and you spoke to the


19  Native village earlier about grading -- upgrading, and it


20  is my belief that your EIS is flawed.  It's extremely


21  flawed.


22            You take a lot of studies.  You do a lot of


23  studies on all the various animals.  We have -- at our


24  office, we have requested information under Freedom of


25  Information Act.  I don't know -- we asked for the


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(14) Page 54 - Page 57







 


Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE


Pt. Hope
June 22, 2011


Page 58


 1  information.  The first one is between the oil companies


 2  and between BOEMRE, formerly MMS.  There is boxes and


 3  boxes of animal studies, tons of animal studies saying how


 4  the seismic testing, how the exploratory and the


 5  explorations, how that would affect the animals.


 6            But where I see the gaps -- and this is where


 7  the traditional knowledge would come in -- is that you say


 8  how insensitive the animals are, how a bowhead can take up


 9  to X number of vessels, this volume up to an avalanche --


10  I think it's the decibels equal to a volcano eruption,


11  avalanche, and bowhead can withstand that amount of


12  decibels, but as whalers and the experts here, the men and


13  the women here that do whaling, know that bowhead hearing


14  is very sensitive.  It's very sensitive.


15            The other -- the other major flaw that I see,


16  and I'm glad that you have here with you, is you have an


17  editor of the EIS that's -- yes.  There he is.  You take


18  all of the studies, these animal studies, and you get


19  these scientists to find out how this would impact the


20  animals.  Yes, and that is important.  But you don't look


21  at how or it will impact the human population and how it


22  will impact the culture.


23            It seems in our previous -- in previous sites,


24  things like Exxon, the Deepwater Horizon and other places


25  around the world, like the major deltas where there has
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 1  been oil development, it devastates the people.  It


 2  devastates the people.  That's the truth.


 3            And you say that you are here to get the facts,


 4  to find the truth, and the truth is that this will


 5  devastate us.  This will devastate us.  So I just want


 6  to -- I cannot urge enough that you have to dedicate --


 7  you dedicate scientists to look at animals.  You need to


 8  look at the people that are going to be impacted.


 9            That's all.  Thank you.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: All very good comments.


11  Thank you.  Ma'am, would you like an opportunity?  No?


12  Okay.  I'm going to come around the table.  I don't want


13  anyone to be forgotten before I continue on.  Ma'am, would


14  you like another opportunity?


15                  MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY: I'm Aggie


16  Frankson-Henry.  I'm a Tikigagmiu.  I'm from Point Hope.


17  As we all know that our ocean provides -- God provides for


18  us.  Like my Aunt Anna say, that they are given to us when


19  our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, our relatives go out to


20  harvest a marine mammal, even the fowls of the air, the


21  fish in the ocean, it's bountiful.  We are blessed.  And


22  knowing that, within this time period, we will be


23  impacted.  Be ready.


24            There may be a lot of traffic in the air.


25  That's why we didn't see our caribou migrated this last
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 1  year.  There was a lot of traffic because of people up


 2  north were impacted by a lot of studies through the


 3  airway.  A lot of helicopters, planes.  All that, we are


 4  going to be seeing that here.  And when they come in, we


 5  need to try to get some taxes going so that we can at


 6  least get a piece of -- get a dime.  If they come here and


 7  put their equipment on our land, we need to make sure that


 8  we -- we invest from that.  It's going to hurt us.  We


 9  know.  We know once -- once they -- because the leases are


10  sold.


11            Those that are marked up there in the map in


12  gray are supposed to be red.  BOEMRE, or former MMS, sold


13  those leases to the oil companies, and they are still


14  looking for people -- I mean, companies to buy those other


15  leases.  But that's our backyard.


16            We were told when we were children never to mess


17  with the ocean because it's very dangerous, never to even


18  go out there and -- and put your feet in the water because


19  the current can take you away.  We have to respect the


20  ocean.  I was trained to respect the ocean.  And I'm


21  trying to tell my children to respect the ocean so that


22  they, too, will be blessed when they go out to harvest.


23            Mammals, animals, fowl in the air -- we like to


24  eat eider duck.  We like to eat kumaqs.  We like to eat


25  fish, whales, seals because we are blessed.
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 1            We know that the NPRA is not in this map up


 2  here, too.  How many leases have been sold in the NPRA?


 3  Our neighbors up north, they are going to be seeing a big


 4  change.  They are going to be highly regulated.  They are


 5  going to be so polluted that they will ask us how.  What


 6  did we do?  What did you say to them to prevent this from


 7  happening?  We stand up and we said no.


 8            And it's so hard to see our culture, our


 9  traditional way of life in front of us, knowing it might


10  not be there anymore five to ten years from now because we


11  won't be able to celebrate the whale.  But we love to eat


12  the bowhead whale, the beluga whale.  We are whalers.  And


13  we harvest because we were taught by our fathers, our


14  grandfathers, our mothers, our grandmothers, and our


15  forefathers.  We are a rich community.  God blessed our


16  land with a lot of berries every season.  There may be


17  times when there is a drought.


18            As we see today on the news, the violent storms,


19  the -- the flooding that's going on in the Lower 48, their


20  vegetation, their animals, their land is being taken from


21  disaster through Mother Nature.  And now look at us today.


22  That's where all -- you know, we are -- and also in Japan,


23  the big earthquake that happened, and now we are afraid of


24  the radiation that may come into our waters and that we


25  may be affected, too.
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 1            We hurt for people in the Gulf of Mexico,


 2  Louisiana.  We hurt for them, too, because they have a


 3  mom.  They have a dad.  They have children.  They have


 4  grandparents that relied on these resources that put food


 5  on the table.  But then it hurts.  It hurts those


 6  families.


 7            And what did the government do with offshore


 8  that was devastated at the Gulf of Mexico?  How long did


 9  it take them to act and try to clean up the mess?  It's


10  going to be even longer here in the Arctic because it's so


11  sensitive, our ecosystem.  And we are sensitive, too,


12  because we rely.  We rely on what was given to us, the


13  resources.


14            I know we are modernized.  We have a lot of


15  technology, but there is other ways that they can, other


16  ways of -- of trying to provide.  We know that our


17  government has to pay China, but we don't -- we are also


18  impacted by that because of the greed.  But we love our


19  government, too, because we are Americans.


20            But I'm saying no.  I choose no development on


21  the multilease sale Beaufort Sea and Chukchi Sea planning


22  area oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and 221.  I


23  support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea no lease


24  sale.


25            And those of you that are here today, you have
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 1  until July 11th to put in your comments.  There is a


 2  website that you can go to.  I have that in my office if


 3  you need help to put it in writing to these -- to BOEMRE


 4  to help because we know -- we have -- we have Dish.  We


 5  have TV, those of you who likes to watch news like I do.


 6  We see what's going on.


 7            The United States is hurting.  Maybe it's


 8  because we are almost against Israel.  We need to pray for


 9  Israel so that we will be blessed, so God will have us in


10  our favor.  Today here in the Arctic Slope, that's what we


11  do.  Because God has blessed us with these resources in


12  the oceans, in the sea, in the rivers, and in the air.


13            And I hope and pray that the decisionmaker


14  listen to our comments.  We know that this was done from


15  the other previous President of the United States, but the


16  President today, Obama, we know that his term is almost


17  over, but he's given us the opportunity to speak with the


18  federal government, with government-to-government


19  consultation, executive order 175131 so that we can have a


20  voice in our community.


21            We are Tikigagmius.  We will always say our


22  voice.  Thank you.


23                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you for your offer


24  to help people with the regs.gov.  Thank you very much.


25  That was very helpful.  Sir, would you like an
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 1  opportunity?  Back to the Elder table, anyone like to make


 2  another comment?


 3                  MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK: I wish -- I was


 4  wishing that the sea mammals and the animals that would be


 5  affected by these offshore drilling activities were here


 6  to testify with us, you know.  It is meaningful because


 7  they provide -- they provide us the food from the ocean.


 8  And my question is, who will make the final decision on


 9  what's going to happen after all the impact statements are


10  taken care of and the testimonies?


11                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The Secretary of the


12  Interior.


13                  MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK: Is it the federal


14  government --


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes.


16                  MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK: -- or the United


17  States Supreme Court or MMS?


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: No.  It's the Secretary


19  of the Interior, Ken Salazar.  He makes the final


20  decision.


21                  MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK: Ken Salazar?


22                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, sir.


23                  MS. DORCUS ROCK: I oppose on the lease


24  sale, too, and the reason on that is I was thinking about


25  it.  I read this one book about those Indians when the
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 1  federal government took their land from them and, you


 2  know, the good Lord really, he won't take our water from


 3  us, God willing.


 4            You know, we have food -- we have food shortage


 5  a lot of times, and you go in my refrigerator or my


 6  freezer, you are not going to find no White Man's food in


 7  there.  It's all Eskimo food.  And that's provided from


 8  what people give me or when we go out to hunt.  And that's


 9  how we live.


10            So you think -- think about you our children and


11  our grandchildren.  If you think about that, it's real


12  hard.  I heard everybody being against it, so I hope the


13  Secretary of the Interior will think twice about it before


14  they do anything.  You know, it's our land, our water, our


15  sea.  And I remember that one man that mentioned that


16  hunger knows no law.  We are not going to go to that


17  extinct -- we are not going to go that far, but the


18  testimonies of these people, I hope they really listen to


19  what they are saying.  It's from the heart.  They are


20  saying that from their heart, and that's what I'm doing,


21  too, the same thing.


22            That's the only way we provide our food.  I


23  can't go to the store.  If I did, I have to spend, 2-,


24  $300 just to get what I need.  And you know, when you buy


25  meat -- did you go to the store to see how much the meats


Min-U-Script® Midnight Sun Court Reporters
907-258-7100


(16) Page 62 - Page 65







 


Public Hearing For Revised Draft Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Statement, Chukchi Sea, BOEMRE


Pt. Hope
June 22, 2011


Page 66


 1  are?  They are about $18 a pound.  You think about that.


 2            You got to think about all the testimonies of


 3  these people.  You got to think about it from your heart;


 4  not just by looking at them, but from the heart.  I really


 5  hope that you do listen to us because I know that the good


 6  Lord will be with us.  And I hope the Secretary of the


 7  Interior will think twice before he signs that paper.


 8            Money is not really anything, you know, when you


 9  think about it.  It is a lot of times, but money is not


10  anything compared to our food that we get.  The men hunt


11  for it, too.  It's not easy for them to be out there


12  hunting.  If you ever tried going out to go hunt like they


13  do, I don't think you would last a week, but they -- they


14  dare through that just so we would have food on the table.


15  I just wanted to say that.  Thank you.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


17                  MR. EARL KINGIK: It's been a long battle


18  since 2008.  A lot of things happened between 2008 and


19  now.  A lot of meetings, a lot of planning, a lot of


20  development talk.  Our corporation, ASRC; our cousins,


21  Olgoonik Corporation, and other corporations are getting


22  involved with oil development without your guys'


23  knowledge.


24            We don't know what's been happening, but we


25  would like to ask the government to do investigation on
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 1  what's been happening since the Native Village of Point


 2  Hope said no to offshore activity.  Point Hope is not new


 3  to this.  It's been years and years and years from my


 4  father was alive, my uncle [indiscernible] and all these


 5  other people, my mother, all these people that attend


 6  these meetings because the government want to go out to


 7  the ocean we love the most.  And all these years they have


 8  been saying no but, still, the government come back again


 9  and ask the same thing, could we do some lease sales in


10  that area.


11            And as we had a president by the name of George


12  Bush, the George Bush era has disappeared.  George Bush


13  wanted development in the Arctic.  George Bush got a big


14  donation from oil companies to become president.  So you


15  see, George Bush wanted to do development right away.


16            I thank Native Village of Point Hope for passing


17  a resolution opposing offshore activity in the Chukchi and


18  the Beaufort.  A lot of things are happening.  This past


19  week they called an Arctic Summit.  Any of our people is


20  attending that Arctic Summit?  There was another big


21  meeting I got invited to.  It was Shell Oil, Shell Oil


22  meeting with Chamber of Commerce talking about the


23  Chukchi, talking about development.  And where is our


24  people?  A lot of meetings happening since 2008.


25            I would like to be home, but I love you people.
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 1  I love our way of life, and that's the only way I can keep


 2  up with this very hot issue that's in front of our


 3  community.  After listening tonight, we gave you strong


 4  encouragement to even fight harder to let you guys know


 5  100 percent that attended this meeting is against offshore


 6  activity.


 7            The biggest scare is an oil spill.  They said


 8  there is no danger in shallow water like the Deepwater


 9  Horizon.  I had a chance to go visit the Deep Horizon


10  [sic] oil spill.  I had a chance to witness what I always


11  been talking about if there was an oil spill.  I had a


12  chance to feel the crude oil that the birds and the


13  alligators and the fish got into.


14            So you see, we should all oppose offshore


15  activity.  It's too precious to give away.  We always look


16  forward to see qinu come every fall.  We call it our very


17  first ice.  But if there is any oil spill, we will see


18  black crude coming like qinu like the fresh ice that goes


19  to Point Hope every fall, and we don't want that to


20  happen.


21            There is no proven science technology to clean


22  oil spill.  Let the record know that Point Hope says there


23  is no proven technology.  Science can't prove that.


24            Salazar, we have many meetings with him.


25  Echohawk, we have many meetings with them.  EPA
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 1  Washington, D.C., we have many meetings with them.  And we


 2  have meetings with Senators and Congressmen.  We got


 3  friends that always happens get votes to fight against the


 4  offshore activity in the Arctic.


 5            So you see, we are not alone because the tribe


 6  is very powerful.  We have got a Constitution of the


 7  United States, thanks to Jackson [sic].  We foster and


 8  protect our way of life.  We got to understand that.  We


 9  got to stick together.  Without to sticking together,


10  things will happen.  When we stick together, things always


11  happen in a good way.


12            Just remember, Point Hope should say no, no, no


13  to offshore activity.  Thank you.


14                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Earl.  I'm


15  not going to forget this side of the room.  Ma'am?


16                  MS. LILLIAN LANE: Lillian Lane.  Call me


17  Anna.  As I was sitting here and wondering what else I


18  should say, my mom called me.  She just came back from


19  Kotzebue.  She's doing well, praise God.  She said I had


20  other plans to do something else tonight, and that was


21  church.  I love to go to church.  And Mom said there was a


22  very important meeting that's going on.  You need to go


23  and voice.  You need to go voice.  You need to go say


24  something.


25            So when she put that on me, I had no choice but
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 1  to come here and say what my heart says, wants me to say.


 2  Like others, my freezers are filled with ducks, muktuk,


 3  walrus, oogruk, agvik, seal oil.


 4            I don't want to -- I don't want to see seas on


 5  account of man-made mistake, technical mistake.  I love to


 6  eat my mikigaq.  I love to eat my meat.


 7            I told myself I'm just going to say a few words,


 8  and that will be it.  But right now, my heart is speaking.


 9  Ever since the Man of No Color has set foot on our


10  society, there has been changes.  Majority of the time


11  it's bad changes.  They have hurt our people, physical,


12  mentally, spiritually.  We are tired of being pushed


13  around, being told what to do.  Enough is enough.


14            Our brave men who set their -- set themselves


15  out in the ocean to catch what they could catch -- and


16  they have been very successful this year.  God has blessed


17  us mightily.  Once again, I -- from the bottom of my


18  heart, from the bottom of my heart we plead and we beg


19  that you don't allow to do this to us.  They have done


20  enough to us.


21            You folks out there don't know what it's like to


22  live out here.  You have to come out here and live it, to


23  understand what we go through.


24            Like my boy, he's out there hunting right now.


25  I encourage him to go hunting.  I want my freezers filled
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 1  as much as I can get.  We not only feed ourselves, but for


 2  the community.  We share.  This is a sharing community.


 3  We give first and take whatever is left over.  And still


 4  our freezers are full, whether they be in the ice cellar


 5  or the new freezers.


 6            I don't know what else I can say more because to


 7  beg and plead, I don't usually beg or plead, but this time


 8  I am.  I am.  I don't beg or plead.  It's for the good of


 9  our people.


10            But thank you for coming again and listening to


11  our comments.  And I hope they really take it to heart and


12  understand, truly understand where we are coming from


13  before they make this decision whether to do it or not to


14  do it.


15            Thank you.  Lillian Lane.


16                  MS. EVA LONG: I know I said no to that


17  paper.  I'm Eva Long and I'm against offshore whaling


18  [sic].  Thank you.  Offshore drilling.  I like whaling.


19                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: First of all, I want


20  to say my name is Caroline Cannon.  And tonight I wanted


21  to listen because it's the people that gives us direction


22  as leaders what to say.  We carry the message behind our


23  back.  And I just want to commend everyone tonight for


24  speaking from your hearts.  Many times I carry that


25  luggage.
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 1            When I leave from here with the plane and I get


 2  to Kotzebue, there is times I visualize an oil rig.  There


 3  is times I visualize black ice.  There is times I cry.  I


 4  ask many times, why me?  Why me?  There is leaders in the


 5  community with many long knowledge, wisdom.  A gift that


 6  can reach out to the people in English or in Inupiaq.


 7            There are many times I miss my children's


 8  birthdays, anniversaries, but tonight I am very pleased to


 9  hear; tonight I am so blessed because it's the same


10  message.


11            We envision the ocean with the rigs.  I have a


12  little reminder from a friend from Valdez, a jar full of


13  their rocks with the oil, the black oil, and they just dug


14  that not too long ago.  That is my reminder I keep in my


15  room.  We are blessed with three whales this year.  We had


16  the opportunity to see many things happening within our --


17  in our -- in front of us.  A lot of joy.


18            And yet we know how damaging it can be if there


19  is one drop -- one drop oil -- I mean, oil drop.  We know


20  how damaging that can be.  That can be forever.


21            I grew up with five brothers, so I never really


22  had a chance to put five gallons into our tank.  But one


23  time my brothers weren't home.  Mom said I had to go put


24  stove oil in our tank, and I cooveed.  I spilled.  I


25  cooveed, and I saw that oil go straight to the snow
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 1  rapidly.  And that five gallons was valuable to my


 2  parents.  That little drop was valuable to our household.


 3  And it broke my heart.  I couldn't contain it.  It spill.


 4  It went directly to the ground.


 5            So knowing that, at that time I didn't know that


 6  that would educate me, somewhat help me to know how


 7  crucial or how -- how the materials is as a liquid.


 8            So I just want to say that I am so blessed to


 9  hear people coming forward.  I'm always speaking them out.


10  I'm not trying to put myself up, but when I visit Elders


11  and they bless me, keep on, keep on.  And we are facing


12  our own people.  Our own people.


13            It's hard, but tonight is a critical meeting.


14  We have schedules which we shared with -- we had a meeting


15  with the group earlier.  And we shared that our


16  calendar -- our subsistence way of life evolves on the


17  weather.  We can't program and say we are going to catch


18  oogruks in two weeks.  We can't program this and say we


19  are going to go with this.  We have to do it while it's


20  available, while it's here.  A lot of us want to be out


21  there, but I'm glad that we have some people here.  Many


22  times have we had meetings, and there is only a handful.


23            And I envision our rich heritage, our culture


24  and the live berries if we don't speak up when it's


25  already too late.  But I'm so grateful that we had
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 1  mentors, the people before us, our Elders, that were vocal


 2  that liked to say their piece, our mentors that protected


 3  our land, our ocean.  They cared.  There is many -- and


 4  yet at that time they cared, but they weren't -- they


 5  weren't given compensation.  No meeting fees.


 6            A lot of times we have to travel with what


 7  little we have in our pocket.  If you go to D.C., you


 8  can't get anywhere without a cab.  There are hotels.  You


 9  think it's ridiculous here in Alaska; $200 a night in


10  Anchorage during the summer rate?  It's 3-, $400 over


11  there.  What little money you have, if they put you in


12  a -- in a hotel, you're going to see little critters


13  because we can't afford that.  We can't afford that


14  lifestyle.  But it's critical that we have a voice.


15            I just want to say thank you.  Thank you for


16  opening the doors because these doors were shut before.


17  Believe me, they were shut.  There are open doors now.


18  There is opportunities for Native tribes to get up and


19  speak and to be recognized.  Sometimes you feel like you


20  are walking the trail by yourself when you don't have


21  nothing.  But it has to be heard.  You have to be heard


22  irregardless.


23            Remember the big issue about those coupons on


24  the beds not too long ago?  Many times we have to sleep in


25  a hotel that's not even worth it.  Don't want to even get
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 1  inside the blankets because that's how it looks.


 2  Sometimes it's filthy.  Who in their right mind would


 3  travel for five or six days?


 4            There are times you can barely get 300.  People


 5  think we make money.  We don't.  We are a tribal


 6  government with very little.  I know someone had made a


 7  comment many times in our meetings that it's just like


 8  pennies.  But you know what?  The reward is so big when


 9  you land a whale, the reward is so great when you have


10  that celebration, when you recognize that child that was


11  born this year, when you see an Elder crying from their


12  heart, quuyah.  The reward is so great.


13            Many times we speak.  We testify over and over


14  and over again.  But it's through your prayers that we are


15  able to stand firm.  Our mentors and our God (Speaking in


16  Inupiaq), the whaling captains, the umialiks back in the


17  day.  But with honor, with respect.  And it is because of


18  them we are standing here today.


19            I get curious many times as I travel, why aren't


20  they including the coastal villages such as Savoonga,


21  Gambell, Kivalina?  Because it's those three villages,


22  when they see me on the road or when they see me in the


23  airport or wherever, they come and thank me.  They don't


24  go to their villages to go get their -- to get their


25  public comments, but they are -- they are being impacted.
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 1  We need to include them.  I don't have -- I don't know


 2  their -- their background.  I know the walrus is crucial


 3  to them, to Savoonga and Diomede for the covering of the


 4  boat.  That's all I know.  But at one time they used to


 5  come here with boats to celebrate with us.


 6            There is a lot of issues that were said tonight,


 7  a lot of critical ones, but I just want to commend --


 8  commend the BOEMRE -- sometimes we say bummer.  But thanks


 9  for taking this time and giving us the adequate time as


10  you go around a circle.  I heard many, many, many


11  heartfelt testimonies coming from your heart because I


12  feel like this is one of the last meetings that's going to


13  occur.  We have to exercise our rights as human beings.


14            I don't want my great-grandkids to go to the


15  library and say oh, my amua did this.  Did they really do


16  this?  No.  I want them to have that opportunity to


17  practice what we do today.


18            I just thank you all for saying and coming and


19  saying your piece.  I felt it tonight like never before.


20  But I stress that you need to go to the other villages,


21  the villages that I mentioned that are being impacted.  I


22  know July is just around the corner, but it's critical


23  that they be heard.  Nome needs to be one station, one


24  area.  They have whaling communities in that area.


25            Climate change is one thing that we are seeing
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 1  firsthand (Speaking in Inupiaq).  Our weather has changed,


 2  the ice condition, you name it.  But I don't want to echo


 3  what everybody has been saying.  There is a lot of good


 4  statements.  I came here tonight.  And we would like to


 5  see the reports.  We want it on the Internet.  We wanted


 6  to be able to have access to it because where is Point


 7  Hope.


 8            And I'm just grateful that there is a whaling


 9  captain's wife over here.  She said this land is my land.


10  To see her grandkids here, when you have tutichiats, I


11  visit her house and I see her grandkids.  Many grandkids.


12  So I was thankful that the Lord blessed them with a whale,


13  the hard work it takes to land a whale to prepare.


14            I'm thankful for the Kinneeveauks.  I'm thankful


15  for the Lanes, the Killigvuks, that we were able to


16  celebrate the true meaning of being a (Speaking in


17  Inupiaq), and to share with our brothers and sisters


18  hagmaktus [Inupiaq ph].  I want to thank my uma Leo for


19  coming home and sharing his knowledge with the songs that


20  he has that we have yet to learn because they are so


21  precious in our hearts.  They are so, so -- so much who we


22  are.


23            I said enough, but again, I want to thank


24  everyone for coming.  Taikuu.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very, very
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 1  much.  Sir, would you like another opportunity?


 2                  UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: (Shakes head.)


 3                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Ma'am?


 4                  MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK: Hi, I'm Margaret


 5  Oktollik, and I'm against offshore drilling, and it is --


 6  I haven't been home for many years, and it is good to go


 7  home to the whaling tradition, and it is a very -- it


 8  describes the whale spread around the whole village,


 9  and it's going to hurt when they do the drilling and


10  it's -- I don't know why they choose this place right now


11  because I grew up here in Point Hope.  And I -- we live


12  off the shore and the land.  And I don't know why it's


13  coming right now.


14            My kids are learning the tradition, too, and


15  it's -- the tradition is the main culture around here in


16  Point Hope.  This is the oldest village in Point Hope --


17  in Alaska.  We -- it's -- it's -- it's -- this place is


18  critical right now.  I mean, I don't know.  It's fine to


19  be home and it's good to see everybody sharing, everybody


20  getting along.  And the community is still the same, and I


21  hope it stays this way.  And I want my kids to see how


22  much it is to love one another and share with one another


23  and care for each and every one.  My kids really love


24  being home.  I'm against everything.  I'm done.


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Ma'am, would
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 1  you like another comment, please?


 2                  MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK: My husband is a


 3  whaling captain.  You know, I was thinking while you guys


 4  were all talking about money and having food in the


 5  freezer.  Every time we have money, we spend it and the


 6  next day you have no more money.  But you still have the


 7  food of -- the Native food that we share through the


 8  villages everywhere.  All over the Alaska peoples trying


 9  the mikigaq and everything.  If I was a millionaire, I


10  would have every one of these poor little people go to


11  every meeting you guys have.


12            But, you know, the only thing I'm proud to be,


13  to tell you guys the truth, that I love to be Native


14  American to share our traditional ways.  And I will fight


15  for what we are doing right now.  And when we teach our


16  kids how to say no when the bad things are -- when we have


17  bad things, we say no.


18            And this -- these things we are trying to say


19  no, which you guys can't hear.  And we are trying to tell


20  you guys over and over, no means no.  Like we always teach


21  our kids, no, you can't do this.  But what's the use?  You


22  guys have to open your ears and open your hearts because


23  you know -- but every time we have money we spend it, but


24  we still have the Native foods with us for the rest of our


25  lives.  We can't change.
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 1            And the ocean -- you guys eat, too.  Like the


 2  fish, like the shrimp, crabs.  You guys eat those things,


 3  too.  It hurts you peoples, too.  Not only us, because you


 4  guys love to eat those things, too.  And I -- you know,


 5  common sense that you have to use, too.


 6            But I respect each and every one of you guys and


 7  the ones that are fighting for us, like Caroline and


 8  Oktollik, to fight for us.  And we are making them strong


 9  to respect them.  We pay for them to help us.  But they


10  are -- they are doing their best, but we pray for them to


11  be strong for us because we can't do it.  And I respect


12  them, for them peoples to doing that for us.  And you


13  know, we said no.


14            And thank you.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.


16  Would you like to make a comment?  You okay?  Okay.  Thank


17  you.  Would you like to make a comment?  Okay.


18            Well, it's getting late but, then, again, I want


19  to make sure everybody feels their voice was heard.  This


20  is important.  So is there anybody else that would like to


21  raise their hand and say something?  I mean, I don't want


22  to exclude anyone.


23                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: We heard a lot that


24  was said earlier.  There were a lot of points that were


25  made, and really valid points.  We need jobs.  We need
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 1  this oil.  We don't like being poor.  We expect to be


 2  respected.  Treat us like everyone else.  This is not


 3  Ecuador.  Those people had their oil stolen right from


 4  under them.  They had to go to the UN.  So did we.  And


 5  the UN combined Ecuador and us together in regards to


 6  discrimination against indigenous peoples.  Five


 7  transnational corporations through their resolution that


 8  they passed in 1989 and did their investigation, and we


 9  responded.


10            Our issue was Prudhoe Bay at that time.  We


11  didn't get a chance to talk about offshore, but we did


12  indicate what our impacts were with that Prudhoe Bay.  The


13  impacts on those animals that live up there, the birds


14  that live up there, the migratory life.  And we were very


15  thorough about the impacts that had taken place back then.


16  There were 200 holes in that Trans-Alaska Pipeline back


17  then.  And the person who blew the whistle was persecuted.


18  And this was testified before.


19            But getting back to jobs, oil, opportunities,


20  business, and they talk about that place up there.  I have


21  been working for a village corporation since 1983.  I had


22  to be involved with title recovery in regards to those


23  people that had filed for Native allotments as their own


24  from the federal government.  They almost did not get any


25  of their allotments on the coast because the federal
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 1  government said it is valuable for oil and gas.  And that


 2  is reserved to the United States.  And if you have got


 3  evidence otherwise, please provide it to us.  Naturally,


 4  we did, but they made that statement.  So there is oil


 5  here on shore.


 6            In 1980, the Alaska Lands Interest Conservation


 7  Lands Act [sic], ANILCA they call it, mandated an


 8  inventory of every square inch of Alaska.  What minerals


 9  are there?  What oil is there?  Did they let us know?  No,


10  they didn't let us know where everything is.  They want


11  to -- they wanted us not to know because of this


12  competitive arrangement, competition, intellectual


13  property.  But we have oil here.  We need to know in order


14  to make a clear decision.


15            Is it really the end of the world when there is


16  more than 50 years of oil in the Lower 48 for the whole


17  country?  Tar sands and shale oil.  What about Prudhoe


18  Bay, the Shuvlik formation, the shale there, which will


19  last and keep that pipeline alive through 2074 at 660,000


20  barrels a day then.


21            And we got this impression that was hitting us


22  hard in the year 2000 during the Bush Administration's


23  last phases.  This is a crisis.  We got no oil.  What are


24  we going to do?  And a couple of Senators and Congressmen


25  stand up and say, hey, wait a minute.  There is 62,000,000
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 1  acres that are leased now.  And you are not even touching


 2  it?  And you want to go offshore over there?  You want to


 3  go offshore in California?  We said no to that.  But you


 4  still want to do it, and yet you have 62,000,000 acres


 5  sitting right there leased, and it's not being developed.


 6            What's wrong with this picture?  Is there a


 7  national security issue?  Is there a problem?  There is


 8  all this controversial propaganda, whatever, that's being


 9  pressed upon us without true facts as to exactly what is


10  there.  Naturally we brought it up to the oil companies


11  when they come in our doors and we close the door and they


12  sit around and talk and have tea with us, business.  And


13  we say, hey, wait a minute, there is oil right there.  How


14  come you don't want that?  There is nothing there.  It's


15  over there, but not here.  Which is a finite lie.  And why


16  did they lie?  Because that oil over there is free.  There


17  is no tax.


18            As a matter of fact, there was incentives until


19  Obama said, hey, wait a minute, there is something wrong


20  with this picture.  We are paying you guys to take this


21  oil, you know.  How are we going to deal with our deficit?


22            So we have all this oil on shore, and these oil


23  companies running around with their temptation, that


24  apple.  And they are even picking on our leadership, our


25  business and saying that's the only way to go when we
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 1  haven't really got a clear picture what we really are --


 2  what we really have here.


 3            This area is the largest oil patch in the world.


 4  We are sitting on a bowl.  The edge of the bowl is Point


 5  Hope, Wainwright, Point Lay.  And it's being sucked from


 6  the middle, not from the edge.  And we are left with


 7  nothing, because it's being stolen from over here from


 8  next door way far away.  They really should deal with what


 9  there is now and what you can deal with now and quit


10  messing around with stuff that we can't deal with.  There


11  is no technology to clean up oil in broken ice.


12            Did you see those pictures from the Norway


13  study, from the Canadian MacKenzie study?  Those ice were


14  far apart from each other, lots of water, no wind.  Great


15  job.  We can do it.  I looked at satellite photos all year


16  looking at the ice formations.  We had a tough year.  All


17  the way from Barrow to here, that ice really moved around.


18  There would have been no way to clean up.  We just finally


19  lost some of this ice just recently.  It's been stuck for


20  a while.


21            Our businesses have opportunities, but they are


22  being abused by oil companies for gold instead of silver,


23  as a figure of speech.  The technology is not for the


24  offshore yet, but the technology sure is for onshore.  If


25  the federal government has told me this is valuable for
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 1  oil and gas, then let's deal with it here before we even


 2  go offshore.  Work on that technology because the


 3  technology has not changed through Arctic research,


 4  through the National Science Foundation, over the years


 5  has not changed at all.  They have to be forced into it or


 6  something to come out with a way to deal with this.


 7            I don't know if you remember the Santa Barbara


 8  accident in the '60s, but the depth of that accident is


 9  the very same depth as that -- those areas over there, 150


10  feet deep.  And when that thing leaked, it tore the


11  ground, and you can't plug a torn ground.  And how fast


12  did that oil spread in 150 feet of water versus a mile?


13  It went fast.  Did they actually clean it up?  Did they


14  plug it?  That's what we are faced with here.


15            This is shallow water, and there is talk about


16  weakening and streamlining regulations on shallow water.


17  That was on the news today.  That's what they want to do.


18  But it's shallow water.  It's like an hourglass.  And I


19  don't see how that was missed.  But at the same time,


20  there is oil on shore outside of the petroleum reserve.


21  Our businesses should have control over that.  That was


22  why they were formed with that relationship with the


23  federal government under this forceful Alaska Native


24  Claims Settlement Act, with that partnership arrangement


25  for the economic opportunity for that corporation and ours
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 1  to do it in our impacted areas per testimony back then


 2  with that expectation.  But these oil companies got in the


 3  way and attempt offshore.


 4            And it really gives you a picture with regards


 5  to what Alaska has said, what the governor has said.  And


 6  what is his background?  A lobbyist for oil companies.


 7  Even though we get nothing out of it, he say we are going


 8  to get jobs.  It's a good thing.  When that pipeline runs


 9  through, it runs through the National Petroleum Reserve.


10            Is it taxable by the North Slope Borough?  No.


11  It's federal property.  Is it taxable by the tribe?  Yes.


12  But has the tribe practiced it?  No.  Has there been


13  technical assistance to make it happen?  No.  Has it been


14  through court rulings that ruled in favor of that tribal


15  government?  Yes.  Has there been technical assistance


16  provided?  No.  To make it happen as the


17  government-to-government in regards to delegation of


18  authority as a government-to-government.


19            We are equal, almost like clones, whether we


20  like it or not.  And we share that responsibility.  But


21  there is so much oil that's on shore.  BP just purchased


22  property next to the pipeline, 30-some-odd thousand acres.


23  And that oil there is, what, 17,000,000,000 barrels, which


24  will last us until 2074.  At 660 [sic] barrels in 2074.


25            And so we keep hearing from personnel from the
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 1  federal government that we have a national security


 2  problem.  This is an urgent issue.  We need this oil.  But


 3  at the same time, we are hearing these other things, which


 4  nobody really knows about.  I mean, I have to beg to


 5  Google to get that information and see and talk to other


 6  people to see what's going on while we still haven't seen


 7  what ANILCA has provided on that mandate of inventory of


 8  the land.


 9            So there isn't -- we have no oil.  It's just


10  that there was interest that was shown.  When you look at


11  those technical reports that were done in the '70s, you


12  notice that there is an interesting trend in regards to


13  location.  Nome, Kotzebue, Cook Inlet, Aleutians.  And who


14  did them?  KPMG, an accounting company.  Are they


15  trustworthy?  What did they focus on?  Were their


16  biological studies accurate?  And how much did they focus


17  on that?


18            There are over 50 technical reports that were


19  provided by your website that I tried to look through.


20  There were three for the Navarin Basin, maybe one or two


21  for the Nome area, one or two for Kotzebue, about


22  20-some-odd for the Beaufort, maybe six for the Hope


23  Basin, Point Hope area.  The Point Hope area was focusing


24  on Kotzebue information because we refused to cooperate.


25  So there is technical missing information.  Whether -- you
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 1  know, I mean, that information needs to be looked at and


 2  taken seriously.


 3            In regards to technical knowledge or


 4  intellectual knowledge or intellectual property, Brown &


 5  Associates, who is your contractor, had only gone to Point


 6  Lay for the Hope basin sale 193.  They did not get


 7  information from Wainwright or Point Hope for the Hope


 8  basin sale 193.  Point Lay was the only source for EPA.  I


 9  don't know if Brown & Associates worked for anyone else,


10  but they did admit to EPA -- admit that that was what they


11  got when they started talking about their permits, water,


12  air.


13            We have the right for taxation.  The situation


14  that we are faced with doesn't make any sense.  The State


15  is literally trying to give away its oil because of this


16  offshore situation.  And the governor is getting whipped


17  for trying to do it.  Say, hey, wait a minute, man, you


18  are giving it away.  We are paying 80 cents on the dollar


19  for you to drill oil.  We are reimbursing you 80 cents on


20  the dollar here in Alaska on shore.  And we are willing to


21  give you even more.  And that's when the governor got


22  slapped around.


23            But I truly believe that there is oil here on


24  shore.  I don't know why they are not going after that.


25  It's safer.  For all we know, it's more than what ANWR
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 1  has.  And this is outside of the petroleum reserve.  We


 2  are not even talking about Kotzebue, Fairbanks.


 3            Their situation is -- is an interesting one; so


 4  is ours.  We have to give 70 percent away.  Are we going


 5  to deal with that?  Have you ever decided to give away 70


 6  percent of your paycheck to someone else?  That's what we


 7  are faced with.  Onshore.


 8            And if the government is willing to reimburse us


 9  for that, then maybe you got something going.  But still


10  our government -- our businesses should have an


11  opportunity to develop what is theirs onshore and not be


12  told by these oil companies that's the way to go.  You


13  don't have any oil.  Well, that might not even be true.


14  We need to know what the real facts are because I don't


15  know what they are.  I'm trying to understand.


16                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: Excuse me.  Can we


17  have some water or something?  We are getting dry.


18                  DR. JIM KENDALL: I think we are going to


19  have to take a short break.  Let's take a short break


20  here.  And I know our recorder needs to take a break, too.


21  So let's take a ten-minute break.  And if people want to


22  make additional comments, we can come back.


23             (A break was taken.)


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Okay.  I know it's late,


25  and people have been here a long time.  And we probably --
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 1  I know we should have had the break sooner.  I didn't


 2  realize that the coffee maker is locked up.  And I asked


 3  where is the coffee, and the coffee maker is locked up.


 4  Next time we will know they have the room unlocked with


 5  the coffee maker to make the --


 6                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: Just tell the oil


 7  companies to send us pop and water.


 8                  DR. JIM KENDALL: The oil company?


 9                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: Yes.


10                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They can do that.  I


11  can't.  But then I will be breaking the law if I drank


12  their coffee.  Okay.  We went around the room once.  We


13  had the names.  We asked for anybody who wanted to speak.


14  I want to make sure no one leaves here feeling they didn't


15  have a chance to express the way they feel.  So right now


16  if anybody else would like to speak, I want to make sure


17  no one feels they didn't -- they didn't get it on the


18  table here.  This is important.  Going once.


19                  MS. PEGGY FRANKSON: I'm just curious how


20  much weight bearing are these hearings for the Secretary


21  of Interior when he makes his decisions?  Is he going to


22  be reading all of these comments?  Is he going to be aware


23  of how we feel?  Is he going to get this totally in


24  writing in front of him in black and white?


25                  DR. JIM KENDALL: My understanding is --
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 1  they are the experts.  We take everything verbatim.  There


 2  is also summaries prepared.  They are available to the


 3  Secretary and the staff.  Whatever format they want it in,


 4  the Secretary and staff, we provide it.  We make sure the


 5  verbatim transcripts are available, summaries are


 6  available, everything.  And once you pass it up the chain,


 7  we only have so much influence.  But one thing we have to


 8  focus on is to make sure no matter what is said, whatever


 9  is recorded is available and put on the table.  I mean, we


10  can promise you that.  That's our job.  There was


11  another --


12                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: Does the Secretary


13  ever make a comment?  I mean does he ever -- about the


14  concern at that they made, does he ever talk about -- does


15  he ever talk?  I mean --


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Yes, he has talked among


17  his staff.  Sometime he will --


18                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: But we never hear


19  from him.


20                  DR. JIM KENDALL: They send us.  And I


21  will take the message back that you want to hear from him.


22                  MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT: I want to know what


23  he have to say after he listen to all the comments.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Leo, do you want to say


25  something?
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 1                  MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY: Aggie


 2  Frankson-Henry, for the record.  My question is on seismic


 3  testing.  When did they start seismic testing in the


 4  Chukchi Sea and Bering Sea?  Who gave them the permits to


 5  do seismic testing?  What effects does it have on -- on


 6  people, on the Inupiat people?  And what effects does it


 7  have on the marine mammals?  What marine mammals die from


 8  seismic testing?  Those are my questions because we rely


 9  on those resources, and the marine mammals rely on those


10  resources such as plankton and all the other bottomless


11  sea creatures.  I see pictures of seismic testing and what


12  it does in the bottomless ocean floor.


13            And why can't people look back when they are


14  doing seismic testing?  Is it -- is it caused by


15  radiation?  What is the scientific knowledge of scientific


16  testing and the effects it has and the impact it has


17  within the coastal communities of the Arctic Slope?


18            We need to know about seismic testing.  We need


19  to know these, and we need these answers back in black and


20  white.  Like from -- like -- like we need to hear also


21  from the input of the environmental impact statements, the


22  final decisionmaker, his comments on our comments.  We


23  haven't -- you know, it's -- it's really important.  It's


24  really important to know because we know how many


25  decibels -- how many decibels does it -- does it impact
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 1  the marine mammals?  How many decibels does it take to


 2  impact the creatures in the bottom of the sea?  Does it do


 3  something to the bowhead whale's stomach, seismic testing?


 4  Does it pop the drum, eardrums of the seals?


 5            It's like standing -- to me it would be standing


 6  in this building with a lot of speakers in a concert,


 7  maybe even more.  I don't know how many -- I mean, put


 8  that by a whale.  Let us have a picture of all those


 9  speakers that, you know, that affects the marine mammals.


10  We need to know these things.  Who gives them the right to


11  do seismic testing?  How come they never come to our


12  community so that we can oppose seismic testing along the


13  coastal communities?  These are important.  And we know


14  that offshore development, if it doesn't come, you know --


15            Our mayor -- I support the mayor of the North


16  Slope Borough.  He's getting really worried now within his


17  statements in the -- in the newspapers today in -- in ADN


18  or Arctic Sounder, you know, with -- what do they call


19  that?  It's within the communities along the -- the Arctic


20  and the other communities within that one, that the State


21  of Alaska did not pass or it didn't go into -- the coastal


22  management zone.  Yes.  No, that's --


23            Can BOEMRE try to help us and ask the governor


24  or go to the State of Alaska to encourage them that we


25  need to be heard, the coastal communities within the
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 1  coastal management zone?  Is it possible?  We know we get


 2  our education when we go to elementary school, high


 3  school, and further on our education.  And they are all


 4  federally and State funded, along with our housing.  And


 5  now we are seeing all this devastation in the Lower 48


 6  because of tornadoes or hurricanes or flooding now.  And


 7  we really do hurt for the people down there.  We really


 8  care.  And I think that the federal government should care


 9  like they should care for us, too, that are going to be


10  highly impacted if there is an oil spill.


11            Thank you.


12                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much.  On


13  this side of the room, any other comments before I go back


14  to that side of the room?


15                  MS. LILLIAN AANAURAQ LANE: Lillian


16  Aanauraq Lane.  I think the bottom line of all of this is


17  that if anything is going to harm our animals out in the


18  ocean, and once that is harmed, it will affect -- it will


19  have an effect on -- a ripple effect on everything that


20  depends on them.  And we don't want that to happen.


21                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  I walk way


22  back there.  Anybody else over here or back here?  As I


23  walk back to this side of the room, it looks like we are


24  getting ready to wrap this up.  Everybody is tired.


25                  MS. PEGGY FRANKSON: I'd like to invite
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 1  every one of you over to my home even before you fly out


 2  tonight, if you are flying tonight.  Look in my freezers.


 3  You are going to see all what's in my freezers.  That's


 4  all going to be Eskimo food.  You will see my big family


 5  and, without that, we wouldn't -- we would be in so much


 6  poverty, we would be starving to death.


 7            I mean, I want you to go back and tell the


 8  Secretary of Interior that we -- we depend on these --


 9  these animals, these mammals, all of our sea mammals to


10  eat every single day of our lives.  It's -- my kids are


11  raised on it.  I mean, my husband hunts them.  Our family


12  hunts them.  You know, I invite every one of you to go


13  look in my freezer.  Everybody else in this community, I'm


14  sure they would give you that same offer.  Their freezers


15  are full of Eskimo food, nothing else.


16                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you.  Thank you.


17  Jack, did I see your hand?


18                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: Jack Schaefer again.


19  Seismic, now that it was touched on.  There is an


20  exemption for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the


21  National Marine Fisheries Service on addressing impacts


22  and having public hearings and doing something about their


23  authorizations for incidental take and the impacts on


24  animals for seismic activities.  Native Village of Point


25  Hope went to court three years in a row and lost three
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 1  years in a row because when the judge made a decision, the


 2  season was over and it was moot.


 3            But seismic testing has started in the '70s.


 4  And then it continued on for a nine-year program from 1980


 5  to 1989.  And they did 2-D seismic from the Canadian


 6  border all the way to Point Hope, every square inch.  At


 7  that very same time we were dealing with the United


 8  Nations on the impacts of animals also doing one on Red


 9  Dog Mine.  There was something like seven out of ten seals


10  that were sinking in the winter.  They were skinny.  They


11  don't sink, but they were malnourished.  And we reported


12  that to the UN and then we were distracted by this Project


13  Chariot issue cleanup.  So we were never able to follow


14  through on that issue.


15            Now, it took a while for them to recover.  And


16  now we have gone through another three years of the


17  seismic stuff.  And there is still more to go.


18            Someone had asked in one of the earlier hearings


19  a couple years ago to define seismic.  And that person


20  went home and looked in the dictionary and found out that


21  the definition of seismic is earth shattering.  So it's --


22  you know, it's hard to deal with this as if we are talking


23  to numb people that can't hear or are numb to this and


24  don't respond.


25            One employee out of NMFS did admit that he was
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 1  retiring and he said that straight out before we started


 2  our hearing -- I mean, during the hearing.  And so there


 3  were three hearings on seismic, but we never got anything


 4  done with it, but we did have impacts.  We have impacts


 5  now.  Nobody is willing to carry a camera around.  I heard


 6  that walruses and seals had blown eardrums.  The walruses


 7  were distracted from Kaktovik straight to Russia when


 8  Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission gave the go-ahead for


 9  seismic activities over there.


10            We didn't get to fill up our freezers that year.


11  That was three years ago.  We reported to the National


12  Marine Fisheries Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, and


13  their response was that it was normal.  They assigned it


14  to a veteran who had worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife


15  Service for decades, John Trent, who was soon to retire or


16  die on the job.  So he was able to say that with a


17  numbness.


18            It's -- it's hard to deal with this stuff and


19  try to explain, but at the same time, having these type of


20  things being brought back to us as, you are not a


21  scientist; you don't have any photographs; we don't


22  remember these tests that were taking place in the past;


23  we don't know how much of a time frame we gave for


24  recovery.  Was there very much tomcod this year?  Last


25  year?  From seismic part of the food chain was lost.
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 1            Again, there will be some nourishment problems


 2  with part of the food chain because of seismic, which is


 3  another reason why there should be time to wait until


 4  these species recover from this earth-shattering


 5  experience that they went through with this 2-D, 3-D that


 6  were done by China and the United States.


 7            One of the interesting statements that were made


 8  or in response was we were completely unaware of this, but


 9  in 2006 there is this group that is called the Indigenous


10  Peoples Council for Marine Mammals.  Had two federal


11  agencies administering the Marine Mammal Protection Act.


12  Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries


13  Service entered into an umbrella agreement on how to


14  negotiate these section 119 cooperative agreements.  We


15  were completely unaware that this was going on.  I didn't


16  know about it.


17            When the tribe said no, they went to these


18  nonprofit organizations.  Beluga whale, polar bear, fur


19  seal.  Whaling Commission got this agreement, we will


20  protect these animals.  But they called it conflict


21  avoidance agreement, good neighbor policy, whatever.


22  Whether there was complete attention focused on that is


23  unclear because whenever my uncle went to talk to Diomede,


24  to Gambell, when they talked about their seal, their


25  walrus, they said, hey, wait a minute, there is something,


Page 99


 1  you know -- and whale.  They indicated, well, I don't


 2  agree with this agreement.


 3            Nevertheless, there is this agreement in 2006,


 4  which I personally feel is something that's not legal.


 5  That delegation of authority was done for the purposes of


 6  providing funding and providing a better way of managing


 7  animals and having a cooperative agreement with the State


 8  to manage these animals.


 9            But what did they do instead?  They go ahead and


10  do the same thing on the side to allow industry to create


11  these impacts which we can't deal with in a legal


12  position.  And so part of this food chain is broken and we


13  are way behind on this intellectual property.  The


14  information in regards to the Chukchi Sea as to what


15  impacts have taken place now as from those seismic tests


16  and allowing it to recover is something that needs to be


17  done so that we can continue to survive.


18            You know, everyone said that -- that we get our


19  food from the ocean.  Go buy a steak at the store.  It's


20  $24 a pound.  And meat is something that you like, unless


21  you are a vegetarian.  And if you are a vegetarian, you


22  got black eyes like an Indian.  And I got to have meat.  I


23  have to have meat.  I just have to do it.  Otherwise I'm a


24  98-pound weakling.  And we have no other way.  We don't


25  have any other way.
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 1            Money don't grow on trees and it doesn't rain


 2  animals.  We have to go out and get them.  They come to


 3  us, and that's how we live.  And we have no other way.


 4  Aside from that, you know, it's a -- you know, it's an act


 5  of -- it's an imminent threat.  Native Village of Gambell


 6  used that term.  The United States responded by saying the


 7  imminent threat doesn't click until we turn that first


 8  stone on the ocean floor.  And what did Bush say?  We got


 9  an imminent threat from this Al Quaida, or whatever we


10  call these people.  And he went in there and did his


11  damage because he said there was this imminent threat.


12            It's funny how that imminent threat definition


13  had changed and evolved from the 1980s to now to the time


14  that, you know, Bush had done his thing.


15            But we are faced with that.  That threat is


16  emotional, mental until it hits our nutritional needs, and


17  it already had with the walrus and the tomcod, which the


18  seal survive on.  How long will it take for us to see that


19  decline in the population?


20            And we haven't even talked about some other


21  outside interests that cause influence on us.  When I was


22  young, my grandmother used to skin and take the face off


23  of seals, and she sold each face for $2.50.  There was a


24  bounty on seals.  This was -- I remember it in 1967, 1968,


25  when I tried to use one of them as a Frisbee, she got on
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 1  my case, my grandma.


 2                  MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK: Not the face, the


 3  head.


 4                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: With the eyes, too?


 5                  MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK: No, just the head,


 6  the seal head.


 7                  MR. JACK SCHAEFER: So I decided to ask,


 8  what was that about?  Was it an environmental issue?  Was


 9  it a health issue?  Was it from nuclear testing that took


10  place in 1955 in the Arctic Ocean by the U.S. government?


11  What was it?  The only person I knew to ask was John Trent


12  because he's been with us for decades.  So he decided to


13  look into it, and he came to an answer.  And he said it


14  was the commercial fisheries had indicated that the seal


15  had caused problems with their nets and therefore has


16  caused a bounty at $2.50 per.  And my grandma, she was


17  able to get her chewing tobacco with that.


18            But there was an act that had taken place that


19  we had no control over but were very fortunate to live


20  through.  But it didn't get carried away.  And I don't


21  know how it stopped, but I just asked on a memory that I


22  had.  I thought it was an environmental one.  It turned


23  out to be a commercial outside interest influence,


24  commercial fisheries.


25            Management of renewable resources is so
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 1  important, and it's a responsibility for the federal


 2  government in regarding and maintaining the optimum


 3  sustained yield of all species and to step in when that


 4  delegation of authority has been betrayed or failed by a


 5  state.


 6            We had seen recently that for the second year in


 7  a row since we started to look at this that Yukon River


 8  people cannot get salmon for subsistence purposes, and


 9  that's because of commercial fisheries bycatch.  And we


10  did explain this and indicate that that was a problem,


11  both to Salazar when he came to Barrow that there is this


12  full faith and credit issue that needs to be addressed in


13  regards to what happens to other people has to be


14  respected by us also in regards to whatever judicial


15  rulings had taken place.  We treat everybody the same.


16  This is the United States.


17            So this -- really need to look at this whole


18  picture and take another look and take another approach


19  and avoid this dictation or forceful arrangement that is


20  done by these oil companies to look at other areas which


21  are in their interest and not in ours because they get


22  this for free.  There is nothing that's in our interest at


23  all.  We don't get a single dime out of it.  There is


24  probably one or two people from this community that will


25  work there that has any training at all, and no one else.
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 1            There is so much influx from the Lower 48, both


 2  onshore and offshore in oil and gas development.  There is


 3  a lot of oil out there that can be developed elsewhere we


 4  shouldn't even be talking about it.  The discussion should


 5  have died when we said and when you agreed and when others


 6  agreed that you can't clean up oil in ice.  End of


 7  conversation.  But it's still going on today, you know.


 8            And there should be an investigation on the


 9  State, on this whole process is to, you know, doing an


10  inventory.  And it shouldn't be focusing on the State.  We


11  asked the previous hearing who is responsible for this.


12  There were other states.  Rhode Island said no to


13  offshore, and the federal government honored that.  But


14  did that happen to Alaska?  No.  The governor said, come


15  on down.  We welcome you.  And that's -- that's the


16  situation we are in.  The governor gave his blessings.


17            The State is involved.  They have this


18  arrangement with the federal government.  What happened to


19  the tribes that are on the equal level of the federal


20  government and higher than the State of Alaska?  And why


21  aren't we active on this coastal zone management program


22  in regards to local control, local decisionmaking that


23  Governor Murkowski, Frank Murkowski, killed when he


24  amended that coastal zone management program while he was


25  the governor of Alaska.
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 1            And there is publications or statements staying


 2  that we are going to lose this coastal zone management


 3  program.  It's going to die on the 30th, and local people


 4  won't have any input.  They didn't have any input.  It was


 5  killed by Frank Murkowski.  And the tribes had that right.


 6            And Santa Barbara brought that forth in a


 7  lawsuit, coastal zone management program.  We had an issue


 8  here.  We had a spill.  We want control over that, not the


 9  State of California.  And they won.  And that's a


10  community, Santa Barbara.  And we are a tribe.  Tribes


11  have that authority.  There is only 1.5 million dollars


12  that was appropriated for the State of Alaska under this


13  coastal zone program.  We should have the same amount at


14  least, but that's not even close to covering what we have


15  to do in order to assess what we are dealing with.


16            Thanks.


17                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you, Jack.  Okay.


18  I see we got a study group here, which is good.  I'm glad


19  to see that.  I've got someone taking pictures here.  Is


20  there anyone else that we have missed?  Going once, going


21  twice.  Caroline, would you like to make a final comment


22  before we close the meeting?


23                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: I can.


24                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Absolutely.  The floor


25  is yours.
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 1                  MS. CAROLINE CANNON: Very, very


 2  productive meeting.  I think everybody was heard.


 3  Everybody had the opportunity.  Normally when we hold


 4  these meetings, a plane is either waiting for them or


 5  what.  And I just feel this is all the good.  We have


 6  finally been heard, and many trips to D.C.  We met with


 7  Echohawk.  We have had invitations to Salazar to come to


 8  our community.  We have given invitations to Michael


 9  Bromwich and many high official people in D.C. to get a


10  firsthand look like we are talking about to educate them


11  and then let them see what is so valuable to us, why it's


12  so important that they hear us out.


13            It's one thing when people do come into their


14  community and hold a meeting, but when they stay


15  overnight, it means much.  At least you can see what we


16  are talking about, get a feel of what we are talking


17  about.  So I'd really express my thanks, and I'm hoping


18  that many meetings will come forth.


19            And one thing that we always try to say and


20  stress is please respect our calendar year.  Respect.  We


21  will show respect.  You will receive respect.  But we just


22  ask that you work -- it works vice versa.


23            And those invitations are from our heart.


24  Please go see and look and feel what we are talking about.


25  You know, we have -- we just had a three-day feast.
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 1  Everywhere you look, regardless how tired they were, they


 2  had a smile.  And it's just to refresh.  Now they are


 3  doing the oogruk hunting.  They are going to get the skins


 4  ready.  It's an all-year-long process.  We will celebrate


 5  Thanksgiving, the first rush ice, Christmas.  And it just


 6  evolves all year.  And yet there is times that we never


 7  landed a whale.  And that circle is incomplete when that


 8  occurs.


 9            Yes, it's a blessing when Barrow sends, you


10  know, how many boxes of muktuk and kuak.  Or when you go


11  up there and they bless you, you got to pay $2 a pound of


12  excess weight just to help an elder because that's their


13  meat.  It's our vitamin.  It's our minerals.  And if


14  anything happened to the ocean, that's why we speak.


15  That's why we come to these meetings because it's there


16  near to our heart.  And we are speaking on the little


17  ones, on their behalf.


18            But I feel that there has been some improvements


19  in this area, that the communication will get better, but


20  we can't do without the other.  You need to hear us out.


21            And I felt this evening that everybody expressed


22  their thoughts, and I appreciate your time.  And you take


23  that offer that Peggy gave.  Go to her home.  Go look at


24  her freezer.  See what we are talking about.  Go to the


25  store before you leave.  Go to that freezer section and
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 1  see how much a pound of meat.


 2            And even just to look at that graveyard as you


 3  take off at the airport, there is whale bones.  And our


 4  ancestors did this before our time.  It is surrounded with


 5  whale bones.  Our loved ones that are put away are


 6  surrounded by whale bones.  So everything -- that's why


 7  it's so -- that's why it's critical that we speak on


 8  behalf of the marine mammals.  We throw one jaw back to


 9  the ocean because it belongs there.  These were set before


10  us.  Our ancestors placed these in place for us to


11  practice.  And it's 2011, and we still continue


12  practicing.  I'm sorry.  The head.  That's how tired I am.


13  I wasn't feeling well, but besides the point.


14            We still carry through these traditions.  We go


15  out there.  The men are out there around the clock.  The


16  ice condition has changed, but the dances, the practice,


17  are still strong because we were given direct orders by


18  our umailiks, the whaling captains.  Some things have


19  changed a little but, you know, when you know it in your


20  heart, it's in your blood, it will never go away.


21            That's why I express at our meetings,


22  traditional knowledge must be recognized.  It's so


23  critical that they use and recognize traditional knowledge


24  because I think we could go a long ways.  We have our


25  experts just like the rest of science.  They have their
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 1  experts.


 2            And I happened to be in D.C. when there was a


 3  snowstorm.  They call it a snowstorm, one inch of snow.


 4  I'm like, oh, my goodness.  They are shutting down the


 5  city for that?  And we have storms that go for days.  They


 6  have no clue.  So it's critical that we talk about these


 7  things.  When we have those storms, there's no way an


 8  airplane or a chopper or a submarine or ship that's going


 9  to come within hours.  We know that.  Sometimes we have


10  patients in that clinic 48 hours because of that.  We know


11  firsthand what it's like to live in this harsh Arctic


12  environment, as they say.


13            Again, thank you.  Thank you and have a nice


14  trip back.


15                  DR. JIM KENDALL: Thank you very much,


16  Ms. Cannon.  And on behalf of the team for BOEMRE that


17  came to visit, I want to thank the Native Village of Point


18  Hope and the Elders for allowing us to come visit.  Thank


19  you for participating.  Everything you said has been


20  recorded.  This is very, very important.


21            And we are going to do our best to bring this


22  together, and when we pass the information up, we will do


23  our best to make sure it's extremely accurate.  So thank


24  you very much.  And have a good evening, which is just


25  about over.  It's now nighttime, almost tomorrow morning.
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 1  So thank you very, very much.


 2             (Proceedings adjourned at 11:00 p.m.)
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 1                     P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  Excuse me
  


 3   for being a little bit late.  We were over at the office
  


 4   speaking with the council, and we had an incredibly good
  


 5   discussion.  We would like that to continue.
  


 6             My name is Jim Kendall.  I am the new Regional
  


 7   Director for the Alaska office of the Bureau of Ocean
  


 8   Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And I'd
  


 9   like to introduce some folks that came with me who are
  


10   then going to describe why we're here tonight and why we
  


11   are interrupting your week.
  


12             First of all, taking notes is Mary Vavrik.  Yes.
  


13                   MS. DORCUS ROCK:  First, we need
  


14   [inaudible] --
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I was going to do that
  


16   right after.  That's good.
  


17                   MS. DORCUS ROCK:  That's mostly what they
  


18   usually do.
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then let's do that
  


20   first.  Thank you for reminding me.  Would you mind giving
  


21   us the blessing, please.
  


22              (Blessing offered by Dorcus Rock.)
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for reminding
  


24   me.  Next time I'll remember that we do the blessing
  


25   before we introduce people.  So thank you very much.
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 1   That's the way it should be.
  


 2             Again, Mary Vavrik will be taking notes tonight
  


 3   so we have a recording of what everyone says.  So please
  


 4   state your name before you make your comments.  Also we
  


 5   have Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our community liaison.
  


 6   He helps me understand how to work better with the
  


 7   communities, and that's what I'm here for tonight.  We
  


 8   also have John Callahan.  John, put up your hand.  John is
  


 9   from our Office of Public Affairs.  We have Steve
  


10   Scordino.
  


11                   MR. STEVE SCORDINO:  I'm right behind you.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  He's right behind me.
  


13   Steve is an expert on environmental compliance, and he is
  


14   here to take comments and understand what people are
  


15   concerned with in terms of environmental compliance.  And
  


16   we have got Scott Blackburn.  Scott is a technical editor
  


17   and also a technology person that helps work on the
  


18   document.
  


19             Now, sitting up front are two individuals that
  


20   know the document better than anybody else.  We have got
  


21   Sharon Warren, who is the project manager.  She is to make
  


22   sure that the document goes from beginning to end.  Okay.
  


23   And sitting next to her is Michael Routhier.  Now,
  


24   Routhier, Michael, is the EIS coordinator.  He gets all
  


25   the parts and pieces together and makes sure all the
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 1   comments are in the document.
  


 2             Now, because this can be confusing and because
  


 3   we come up here several times a year, sometimes on
  


 4   different topics, we are going to change the way we do
  


 5   business a little bit.  The key word is a word we were
  


 6   using just a few minutes ago in the office, and that's
  


 7   communication.  And so before we can have good
  


 8   communication, everybody needs to know exactly what we are
  


 9   talking about so we are starting from the same basis.  So
  


10   we are going to take a few minutes early this evening to
  


11   tell everybody exactly who we are, why we are here, what
  


12   we need your help on, and what we are going to do with it.
  


13   And because of that, instead of me going through that, I'm
  


14   going to give it to the real expert, Sharon Warren.  So
  


15   Sharon, will you take it away, please.
  


16                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you.  And thank
  


17   you for coming this evening.  I'm going to be going
  


18   through these flip charts, and I won't read them to you
  


19   verbatim because I know that can be done, but many of you
  


20   may have been here and to our meeting last year, and when
  


21   we did a draft supplemental EIS for the Sale 193.
  


22             So why are we here today?  We revised that draft
  


23   supplemental EIS.  So we're here today to get your
  


24   comments.  And if you have not seen it, it is a -- this is
  


25   what it looks like in a hard copy document.  We also have
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 1   CD disks available if you are -- have it on disk, and we
  


 2   also have it on our website.  So there is three ways that
  


 3   you can get a copy of it.  If you don't have a copy of it
  


 4   and you want it, please let us know and we will make sure
  


 5   that you get a copy of it.
  


 6             What was Lease Sale 193?  It was the Chukchi Sea
  


 7   lease sale.  And prior to us doing the lease sale in
  


 8   February of 2008, we did an environmental impact
  


 9   statement.  And that is a document similar -- you know,
  


10   through the National Environmental Policy Act process, and
  


11   we did a document to assess the environmental impacts
  


12   concerning holding a lease sale in Chukchi Sea.
  


13             The sale was held in 2008.  And over here I have
  


14   a map of the area.  This was the area that was in the Sale
  


15   193 area.  It's outlined here.  And these were the leases
  


16   that were issued to six of the oil companies.  We offered
  


17   29.3 million acres.  So we offered this on a much larger
  


18   area for lease, and only 2.8 million acres was leased.
  


19   And these are these little blocks.  And after the meeting,
  


20   you are welcome to come up and take a look at the map
  


21   and/or we can answer questions from the --
  


22                   MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  There are also maps on
  


23   the sides there.
  


24                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  So then what
  


25   happened?  So the lease sale was held in February of 2008,
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 1   three -- a little over three years ago.  Before the lease
  


 2   sale, there was litigation.  There was plaintiffs that
  


 3   sued to invalidate the lease sale.  And what the -- what
  


 4   they alleged was -- in the litigation was that we didn't
  


 5   do a good enough job on the EIS, on the environmental
  


 6   impact statement that was done prior to the sale.  We
  


 7   didn't do a good enough job on it.  So they sued us.  The
  


 8   sale went ahead because in litigation, you have to ask the
  


 9   Court to stop the sale, and the plaintiffs didn't ask the
  


10   Court to stop the sale.  So the sale happened, and the
  


11   leases were issued.
  


12             In July of 2010, the District Court in Alaska,
  


13   which is in Anchorage, Judge Beistline, he issued a ruling
  


14   that said, for the most part, the EIS was satisfactory,
  


15   but you missed three issues.  And so the judge said,
  


16   agency, you go back and you need to redo those three
  


17   issues in the document.
  


18             And the three issues that the Court wanted us to
  


19   address in the EIS, they said that we failed to analyze
  


20   the environmental impact statement of natural gas
  


21   development despite industry interest and specific lease
  


22   incentives for such development.  So when we offered for
  


23   lease these tracts of land, we included in the sale notice
  


24   an incentive for the companies to produce the gas.  And so
  


25   the Court says, but you didn't analyze the environmental
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 1   effects for allowing them to produce the gas.  So he said
  


 2   go back and take a look at that.
  


 3             Another thing that the Court said that we failed
  


 4   to do was to determine whether the information identified
  


 5   by the agency was relevant or essential under federal
  


 6   regulations.  The plaintiffs submitted in court about a --
  


 7   I think it was like a 45-page document of everywhere the
  


 8   agency analysts had said there was uncertainty, we don't
  


 9   know, things are unknown.  Well, when that is done, the
  


10   regulations -- there is a requirement that when that is
  


11   done, that the agency has to follow the regulations and
  


12   determine whether the cost of obtaining the missing
  


13   information was exorbitant or the means of doing so was
  


14   unknown.  So they said you didn't do that.  You made all
  


15   these statements in here that things were missing, but you
  


16   didn't follow the regulations when you did that.
  


17             So we went back.  And what we did in response to
  


18   the court order, we drafted a supplemental environmental
  


19   impact statement to address the three concerns that was
  


20   in -- and it was in draft form.  That's when we came out
  


21   here -- and we released it in October of last year, and we
  


22   came out here in the communities in November to have
  


23   government-to-government meetings, as well as public
  


24   hearings.  And we came here to Point Hope, as well, to
  


25   show you what we did of how to address the order.
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 1             And we also -- we came out here to get comments,
  


 2   not only from all the communities.  We got about 150,000
  


 3   comments on the draft supplemental EIS, and we took a look
  


 4   at those comments.  And I'll let Mike explain why the
  


 5   draft supplemental EIS that we did in October was not
  


 6   finalized, because once you do a draft, then you receive
  


 7   comments and then do your -- you do a final supplemental
  


 8   EIS.  That's the process.  And so Mike will explain why we
  


 9   didn't do a final based on the previous draft.
  


10                   MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  Like Sharon said,
  


11   in the NEPA process you usually come out with a draft
  


12   document, you go and hold meetings, you get comments and
  


13   usually produce a final environmental impact statement
  


14   some short time later.  This process was a little bit
  


15   different.  We did the draft.  We came out for the
  


16   meetings.  We invited comments.  We received over 150,000
  


17   comments.  And something special about those comments was
  


18   a common theme amongst many of those 150,000 comments.
  


19   Many of the commenters said, this is great, you looked at
  


20   the specific issues that the judge told you to look at
  


21   but, hey, Deepwater Horizon just happened and there is
  


22   nothing in this document about a very large oil spill.
  


23   That's what we are really concerned about.  This document
  


24   wouldn't be sufficient without a very large oil spill
  


25   analysis.
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 1             So we as an agency considered those comments,
  


 2   thought about the issue and said, you know what?  They are
  


 3   right.  This document should have a very large oil spill
  


 4   analysis.
  


 5             So we talked to our geologists and said what
  


 6   would it look like if there was a low probability but a
  


 7   really high impact event in the Chukchi Sea?  Can you give
  


 8   us a scenario?  And so they did.  And we passed that
  


 9   scenario on to our environmentalists.  These are our
  


10   biologists.  These are our oceanographers, our air quality
  


11   experts.  They looked at the scenario that our geologists
  


12   gave them, and they wrote about the types of environmental
  


13   impacts that could occur if one of those catastrophic
  


14   events were to actually happen.
  


15             That's what makes this -- that's the main new
  


16   analysis in this revised draft EIS.  It's similar to the
  


17   document we came here to talk about in November, except
  


18   now it has this big analysis of a very large oil spill.
  


19             The very large oil spill scenario is slightly
  


20   different than a worst-case discharge.  That's the term
  


21   that gets used a lot at meetings and you might hear in the
  


22   future.  But they are two different terms, and so we just
  


23   thought we would offer some thoughts about the difference.
  


24             The very large oil spill scenario that we looked
  


25   at in this document answers the question of, assuming that
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 1   a big blowout and oil spill occurred, what's the biggest
  


 2   worst scenario that could possibly happen.  We need to
  


 3   make sure the decisionmaker, the people back in
  


 4   Washington, D.C., understand how serious things could be.
  


 5   So what's the biggest spill that could happen?  What's the
  


 6   worst spill that could happen?  And it's for the purpose
  


 7   of analysis.  This is for the purpose of informing the
  


 8   decisionmaker.
  


 9             So our geologists, like I said before, tried to
  


10   give us a scenario that was the biggest possible spill
  


11   that could occur anywhere in the Chukchi Sea planning
  


12   area.
  


13             That's different than the worst-case discharge.
  


14   A worst-case discharge is something that the regulations
  


15   require wherein there is an actual plan to explore, an
  


16   actual exploration plan, and it's a specific calculation
  


17   that entails consideration of the specific location of the
  


18   proposed well, the specific type of well, the type of
  


19   technology that that company would use to drill that well.
  


20   So it's a slightly different calculation.
  


21             And we just want to know that the worst-case
  


22   discharge would probably end up being less than the very
  


23   large oil spill scenario because, again, it answers a
  


24   slightly different question; whereas, a very large oil
  


25   spill scenario answers what's the biggest that could
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 1   possibly occur anywhere in the planning area using any
  


 2   techniques.
  


 3             An exploration plan with a worst-case discharge
  


 4   would answer a more specific question:  What's the biggest
  


 5   spill that could happen using this technology in this spot
  


 6   at that reservoir?  So it's a fine distinction, and we
  


 7   understand that, and we would be willing to talk about
  


 8   that some more if people have questions.  But we just
  


 9   wanted to point that out for you.
  


10                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  So we're here tonight
  


11   to get your input on this document.  As I said, it's a
  


12   revised draft supplemental impact statement, environmental
  


13   impact statement.  It has -- it carries forward the
  


14   information from the previous one.  Some of the comments
  


15   that we received, we made some changes in the document
  


16   based on those comments, as well as had an analysis on the
  


17   very large oil spill.
  


18             It's a supplement.  We did a final environmental
  


19   impact statement prior to the sale that was done in 2007.
  


20   So you will see references in this document to that other
  


21   EIS because we did -- we did take that EIS and redo that
  


22   EIS.  We supplemented it.  So we added to it.  And so
  


23   there may be references that you see.
  


24                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Did you bring any EIS
  


25   statements?
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 1                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  We have CDs, and
  


 2   we may have some hard copies with us.
  


 3                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Can you give them to
  


 4   some of us?
  


 5                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes, yes.  Some of you
  


 6   may have been on the mailing list that we sent out, but if
  


 7   you were not, we have them here available.
  


 8                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Do you have the hard
  


 9   copies?
  


10                   MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  We have some of them.
  


11   We will work on that.
  


12                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  We will get them out
  


13   before the end of the hearing.  We have hard copies with
  


14   us and we have disks of that document with us.
  


15                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  You are talking about
  


16   that document, so aren't people wanting to look at it
  


17   while you are talking about it?
  


18                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  You want to look --
  


19   here.  Okay.
  


20                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Is there somebody that
  


21   wants to look at it?
  


22                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  Here is one here if
  


23   somebody wants to --
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Comments are not due for
  


25   a few weeks yet, so there is time.
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 1                   MS. SHARON WARREN:  So that's what we are
  


 2   looking for is to get your comments.  The comment period
  


 3   closes July 11th, so you have time to get your comments
  


 4   in.  We also are using the website here.  You can go to
  


 5   our website to make your comments.  We have some handouts
  


 6   on how to do that, how to get to our website and how to
  


 7   make the comments on that website, so we will also have
  


 8   some of those handed out, as well.
  


 9             So again, July 11th we need your comments on the
  


10   document.  And we will take comments tonight, as well, you
  


11   know, for the record, and then you can still supply
  


12   comments.
  


13             And then what happens?  Once we receive the
  


14   comments and the comment period closes on the 11th of
  


15   July, we are going to take a look at all the substantive
  


16   comments that we receive, and we're going to take a look
  


17   at them compared to our document.  And we are going to be
  


18   preparing a final supplemental environmental impact
  


19   statement.
  


20             This is a court-driven deadline.  On May 19,
  


21   Judge Beistline gave us a deadline that the Secretary of
  


22   the Interior needed to make his decision concerning the
  


23   sale by October 3rd of this year.  So in order for him to
  


24   do that, we have to have the final supplemental EIS
  


25   completed by the first part of September because there is
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 1   a 30-day waiting period based on the regulations before he
  


 2   can make his decision.
  


 3             And the decision he's going to -- that he needs
  


 4   to make is whether or not to affirm the sale, whether or
  


 5   not to keep the sale as it was in 2008, to modify it in
  


 6   some way -- not make it larger, but make it smaller -- or
  


 7   he can decide to cancel the leases.  Those are decisions
  


 8   that he -- the Court told him that he needed to make by
  


 9   the 3rd of October.
  


10             So that is why we're here today to take your
  


11   comments as public testimony and then also by July 11th to
  


12   have comments on the document.
  


13                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Now,
  


14   this is where what I consider to be the fun starts.  And
  


15   it's also the most important.  Now, first of all, if we
  


16   need a translator, we have got Dorcus there sitting who
  


17   gave the blessing.  If we have translation issues, Dorcus
  


18   has agreed to help us out to make sure every comment is
  


19   considered.
  


20             Now, a couple of things here just they have
  


21   already said, but I'm going to remind you.  No decisions
  


22   have been made yet.  The Secretary of the Interior has to
  


23   make those decisions.  What we have to do is make sure
  


24   that we have a good document and all the concerns and
  


25   issues of the communities put together and taken to the
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 1   Secretary so he can make the best decision.  That's why we
  


 2   need your help.
  


 3             And we were talking in the office just a little
  


 4   while ago with Caroline, and it's all about communication.
  


 5   And I'm a big believer in that.  And that was the whole
  


 6   subject of our meeting.  And sometimes I get accused of
  


 7   being a frustrated teacher because I like to call on
  


 8   folks, but I'm not quite that bad.
  


 9             But what we came up with in our last meeting --
  


10   and Earl was helping and Earl was helping a few minutes
  


11   ago to get organized -- is we need people to come closer.
  


12   And I would like to get as many chairs up here as we can
  


13   and sort of form a semi-circle so we make sure everybody
  


14   has a chance to speak.  We will go from person to person
  


15   and you can have a comment, you can pass, and then we are
  


16   going to do it again.  And we will stay here as long as we
  


17   need to so everybody feels they have had a chance to speak
  


18   and maybe several times to speak because one of your
  


19   friends or neighbors may say something that reminds you, I
  


20   need to mention this.
  


21             So we want to make sure when we end tonight
  


22   everybody feels they have got their views on the table and
  


23   that everybody has heard everybody's views.  And so this
  


24   is where I would like some help.  We are going to move the
  


25   chairs up here so everybody can move closer, and then we
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 1   are going to start with the community Elders and elected
  


 2   officials.  So Caroline and Earl, I may need your help to
  


 3   help identify who should speak in those two groups, and
  


 4   then we will open it up to everybody.  So I'm asking that
  


 5   you all come up here and move closer.  And that's where
  


 6   I'm the teacher that says please don't sit in the back of
  


 7   the room because I can't hear you or see you.  So please,
  


 8   can we come up here and move chairs.
  


 9              (Off the record.)
  


10                   MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's time for you guys
  


11   to talk about a very important issue.  I can start off
  


12   with the organization I work with.  I work for Alaska
  


13   Wilderness League.  I have been fighting this issue for a
  


14   long time.  It's important that the government gets to
  


15   listen to you guys.  We have got a recording secretary.
  


16   We have got a translator.  So this will give you the idea
  


17   of what this issue is all about.
  


18             A great honor is being in front of us, our
  


19   President, Caroline Cannon.  And it's another great honor
  


20   to speak in front of ASRC Energy Services CEO.  And it's a
  


21   great honor to speak in front of the Elders and my fellow
  


22   Point Hopers.
  


23             Your voice is needed to reverse this bad Bush
  


24   Administration lease sale that happened in 2008.  Our
  


25   recommendation is no leases drilling or exploration
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 1   activities to occur in the Chukchi Sea.  Given the risks,
  


 2   the Obama Administration should not affirm Chukchi Lease
  


 3   Sale 193, nor let any exploratory drilling in the area go
  


 4   forward.  There is a lot of other issues, but I'll read
  


 5   the high points.
  


 6             There is no proven technology to clean up an oil
  


 7   spill in the Arctic conditions with cold temperatures, low
  


 8   visibility, broken sea ice and high winds.  Little
  


 9   baseline science exists for measuring the effects of an
  


10   oil spill on the Arctic ecosystem and mammals central to
  


11   our way of life.  We are part of the ecosystem, and we
  


12   should be proud that Mother Native has given us to be part
  


13   of that ecosystem of the world.
  


14             With the nearest Coast Guard station 1,000 miles
  


15   away, Arctic communities are not capable of responding to
  


16   a major oil spill along the Chukchi coast.  The Inupiat
  


17   people have lived off the Arctic Ocean for thousands of
  


18   years.  The Chukchi Sea is a viable source of food for our
  


19   communities and an oil spill or disturbance of marine
  


20   mammals and fish could devastate our way of life.
  


21             Come and testify and let these government people
  


22   understand how important our way of life is.  We have been
  


23   living here for thousands of years.  The garden has
  


24   provided food for us.  Springtime, year-round cycle, we
  


25   need to continue keeping that up.  We need to continue
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 1   living our way of life.  There is alternative energies
  


 2   that could be developed.  There is other ways of making
  


 3   money.  We got corporations that could do business with
  


 4   our president of ASRC Energy Service to do development
  


 5   inland and stay away from our ocean, the ocean that
  


 6   provides us with food for thousands of years.  Our
  


 7   corporation, ASRC, could be a big help in our way of life.
  


 8             But still we have to watch what we are doing
  


 9   because it's your kids' future.  Your kids are the ones
  


10   that will be affected.  It's not going to happen right
  


11   away.  It's going to happen after me and my relatives pass
  


12   away.  And you have to come forward for your children and
  


13   your grandchildren to continue our way of life in Point
  


14   Hope Alaska.  Thank you.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  Okay.
  


16   What I would like to do now is first ask the village
  


17   Elders if they would like to make some comments.  I
  


18   believe that's appropriate.  I don't want to force anybody
  


19   to make comments, but you are welcome to make some
  


20   comments, if you would like.
  


21                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why didn't you
  


22   start with the Elders if you were going to be appropriate?
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's what I'm trying
  


24   to do now, sir.  Earl was helping me.  He was at the
  


25   meeting last night, and he's helping me change the tone of
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 1   the meeting, the focus of the meeting to get the best
  


 2   information.  Thank you, Earl.  And right now we will
  


 3   start with the Elders, which we would like to hear first.
  


 4   Thank you.
  


 5                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  My name is Erma
  


 6   Hunnicutt.  I would write on a piece of paper like -- like
  


 7   Earl if I had -- if I had known that you were coming ahead
  


 8   of time, so --
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  We
  


10   will do our best to do better next time.  Sir, would you
  


11   like to comment?
  


12                   MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Whenever I see an
  


13   oil rig in the newspapers or on TV, it make me flinch, you
  


14   know, because after what happened with the Exxon oil spill
  


15   and other oil spill everywhere else, even the
  


16   environmental impact statement, you know -- I'm sure some
  


17   people read that.  And our people have lived here for
  


18   thousands of years.  We are subsistence users.  And I'm
  


19   also for development, you know, because any kind of
  


20   development provides jobs for our people.  There is no
  


21   doubt about that.
  


22             But still, this offshore drilling scares me.
  


23   Why don't we just open ANWR?  You know, there is already a
  


24   pipeline built.  We were afraid when we first heard about
  


25   Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  We have caribou.  We have other
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 1   animals around.  Although we were afraid that we might
  


 2   lose our animals, look at -- look at what happened now.
  


 3   Our animals are still around, the caribou where the
  


 4   pipeline is built.  But this offshore drilling is
  


 5   something else, you know.
  


 6             Even that Exxon oil spill after what happened,
  


 7   people are still trying to hunt and fish and then they
  


 8   still find that grease, you know, in their rivers, in the
  


 9   oceans.  That's why, I don't know, these oil rigs make me
  


10   flinch every time I seen one.  Thank you.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will come back.  If
  


12   you want to interrupt at any time, please let us know.
  


13                   MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  (Speaking in
  


14   Inupiaq.)
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


16   And that was recorded.  Thank you, sir.  Now, I'd like
  


17   to -- unless there are anymore -- thank you, Leo.  I would
  


18   then like to -- Dorcus is maybe speaking later, unless you
  


19   want to try again.
  


20                   MS. DORCUS ROCK:  He's right.  I know we
  


21   need jobs here, too, but we also know there is going to be
  


22   development going on, but that really scares me, too,
  


23   because we -- that's how we survive with is our Eskimo
  


24   food, and you all know that for thousands of years.  I'm
  


25   not -- (speaking in Inupiaq.)
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 1                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Dorcus.  With
  


 2   that I would like to open it up to elected officials.
  


 3   Caroline, would you like to speak first, or would you like
  


 4   to say anything?  Is there anyone else you believe should
  


 5   speak first before I open it up to the public?
  


 6                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  There is a lot of
  


 7   Elders here, and I think they need to be heard.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  I need the
  


 9   Elders, if you will put up your hands, you can speak if
  


10   you need to right now.
  


11                   MR. GEORGE KINGIK:  Thank you very much.
  


12   My name is George Kingik.  I'm an Elder.  I'm also of the
  


13   Uunasiiqsiigaaq clan.  What we are talking about is real
  


14   hard to stomach.  In this community, we have been fighting
  


15   for our ocean since 1945, since Truman started dreaming
  


16   about the big port over at Cape Thompson.  Our Elders and
  


17   our great-grandfathers have fought to protect the ocean.
  


18   And that's what we have been doing since they told us,
  


19   watch out for your ocean.  That's your food, your stomach.
  


20   That's what feeds you.
  


21             And I oppose the lease sale.  I was in Anchorage
  


22   when they had the lease sale, me and my brother.  There
  


23   was only a few Natives at the lease sale.  And a lot of
  


24   people cry.  A lot of people come outside.  They look at
  


25   the company who get the lease.  And it was a hurry-up
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 1   situation two years ago.  All those people that was
  


 2   outside protesting against the 193 lease sale because the
  


 3   Elders said no to the big Project Chariot and no to this
  


 4   lease sale.  And I still oppose it.  Thank you very much.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Are there any other
  


 6   Elders that would like to speak?  And we will be here as
  


 7   long as we need to, so if you think of something
  


 8   afterwards, you are welcome to jump in.  Anyone else?  Any
  


 9   Elder?  Elected officials?
  


10                   MR. RONALD OVIOK, SR.: (Speaking in
  


11   Inupiaq.)  One thing I'd like to add is what you have is
  


12   the government controls today, but one drop of oil could
  


13   become a big problem for our animals.  Thank you.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Any other elected
  


15   officials that would like to speak before we go to the
  


16   list?
  


17                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  I'm a council member
  


18   representing Point Hope through our regional federally
  


19   recognized tribal government known as the Inupiat
  


20   Community of the Arctic Slope.  That tribal government was
  


21   formed in 1971 in response to Alaska Native Claims
  


22   Settlement Act and as a region for the Arctic Slope, as a
  


23   government.
  


24             And we are a government like any other
  


25   government.  The United States government is a government
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 1   that has responsibilities, and so do we.  There are
  


 2   federally recognized tribes that perform governmental
  


 3   functions.  There are -- more than half of all the tribes
  


 4   in the United States have self-governance, have direct
  


 5   funding from the federal government, not through the BIA
  


 6   and regional offices.  And so they perform these
  


 7   governmental functions in place of the federal government,
  


 8   whether it be wildlife, EPA, those governmental functions
  


 9   like any other government.
  


10             And we have that responsibility in performing
  


11   those functions for our members, and our constitutions
  


12   reflect that for the well-being of our membership.  And so
  


13   we have this obligation and duty, and there are other
  


14   tribal governments that have the same thing like the
  


15   federal government, its responsibility towards its toward
  


16   its membership and its well-being of the membership.
  


17             And I guess that's a good start to indicate what
  


18   our responsibilities are.  We are not just blowing hot
  


19   air.  And we do have these functions and responsibilities
  


20   that we have to address in regards to whatever may be
  


21   missing or whatever needs to be done, like any other
  


22   government.
  


23             Is there any type of revenue sharing?  Is
  


24   there -- how are we going to benefit through something
  


25   that we haven't addressed yet and haven't been
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 1   acknowledged in regards to governmental functions?
  


 2   Taxation?  Local employment?  Tribal employment rights?
  


 3   These functions have to be recognized by the federal
  


 4   government and the State of Alaska.  And so it's very
  


 5   difficult for us tribal governments to, you know, respond
  


 6   to things and continuously try to keep track of what all
  


 7   has taken place.  But we have been in the court for a very
  


 8   long time, as George Kingik just said.
  


 9             And there have been several cases that involve
  


10   our governmental functions and our concerns in regards to
  


11   subsistence that have not been resolved.  And so you know,
  


12   governmental functions are very -- you know, it's a real
  


13   thing.  I guess, you know, this can go on as time goes on.
  


14   Thank you.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.
  


16                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  (Speaking in
  


17   Inupiaq.)
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Again,
  


19   before we go to any of the list I have, any other
  


20   community Elders or elected officials?
  


21                   MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  Could you let Dorcus
  


22   translate that?
  


23                   MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Translation by Dorcus
  


24   Rock.)  She was saying that when money comes in and so
  


25   forth, it's good, but it's also that we have to remember


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







26


  
 1   to work together when we do that.  Like I said, when we
  


 2   get our dividend from the ASRC or from the State Permanent
  


 3   Fund, we all get happy, everybody.  And when they catch
  


 4   whale, everybody get happy, too.  So if these two work
  


 5   together, we all be happy.  Working together that she's
  


 6   mostly concerned about.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm going to go
  


 8   to the list, unless there is any other Elders or elected
  


 9   officials that would like to speak.  And I'm going to go
  


10   to the list, and we can always come back.  I want to make
  


11   sure everybody has a chance to speak.
  


12             Technology.  We were talking about that, too.
  


13   Sometimes technology is not a good thing.  All right.
  


14   George Kingik.  I believe he's already spoken.  Okay.
  


15   Down the list here.  Jack Schaefer, you were next on the
  


16   list.  Do you want to speak again for a second, or come
  


17   back to you?
  


18                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  Okay.  Why not?
  


19                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  And then we are
  


20   going to make sure everyone gets a chance to speak, but
  


21   now you are a double dipper.  That's all right.  We are
  


22   going to keep going around.  Everybody is going to speak
  


23   tonight.
  


24                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  As I was saying, you
  


25   know, there were several court cases that we have been
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 1   trying to protect our rights to subsistence, our rights to
  


 2   the ownership of the ocean in regards to title.  And I
  


 3   will mention these for the record.  This is one tribal
  


 4   government that went through this.  There were several
  


 5   that had went through this.  The Inupiat Community of the
  


 6   Arctic Slope, Native Village of Gambell, Native Village of
  


 7   Akutan, Nome Eskimo Community, Native Village of Eyak.
  


 8             Over the years since the '70s -- and I'll just
  


 9   mention one in regards to subsistence, People versus
  


10   Gambell versus Clark, Ninth Circuit, 1984.  Gambell 1.
  


11   People versus Gambell versus Hodel, Ninth Circuit Court,
  


12   1985, Gambell 2.  People versus Gambell versus Hodel,
  


13   Ninth Circuit, 1989, Gambell 3.  People of Gambell versus
  


14   Babbitt, Ninth Circuit, 1993, Gambell 4.
  


15             This statement more or less came out of a
  


16   Vermont law school last March in regards to discussions of
  


17   offshore between the United States and Canada, the Inuit
  


18   and Greenland trying to talk about oil and gas offshore.
  


19   And so there was a mention of these court cases that
  


20   indicated that the subsistence issues have not been
  


21   resolved.
  


22             And so that, you know, gives you a little bit of
  


23   a glimpse that was mentioned to the White House Ocean
  


24   Policy Group a couple weeks ago, but I don't know if they
  


25   understood what I was saying because I didn't refer to the
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 1   Circuit Court here.  I just indicated Gambell, 1, 2, 3,
  


 2   and 4, assuming that they understood.
  


 3             The State of Alaska only has jurisdiction for
  


 4   three miles.  They might get a little bit of something up
  


 5   to six miles in regards to any type of revenue sharing,
  


 6   and beyond that, zero, nothing.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Going
  


 8   down the list, I know Earl, you have already spoken.  Do
  


 9   you want to hit it again or come back to you?  Come back
  


10   to you?  Okay.  Thank you.  Next on the list.  Leo.  You
  


11   were on the list.  Do you want to speak again?  Or we can
  


12   come back.  Come?  Back.  Okay.  Next on the list -- I see
  


13   lots of nos.  And then I have a whole page where people
  


14   didn't mark yes or no.  Elizabeth S-T-E-O, Steo.
  


15   Elizabeth?  Okay.  Caroline, you didn't check yes or no.
  


16   Would you like to speak?
  


17                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I think there is a
  


18   misunderstanding.  That was -- my understanding that was
  


19   the sign-in sheet.  They did not clarify if we are going
  


20   to speak or -- I think we need to communicate better.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We started
  


22   a little late, and we didn't get the sign-in sheets out.
  


23                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  We just assumed that
  


24   was just a sign-in sheet.
  


25                   MR. ROY FILE:  Why are you going on that?
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 1   Is there a different sign-in sheet than this one?
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We had several to find
  


 3   out who is here.  And everyone is going to get a chance to
  


 4   speak.  Looking at you, Caroline, would you like to make a
  


 5   comment?
  


 6                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I'm just
  


 7   observing.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:   You are absolutely
  


 9   correct.  Michelle W. Cannon.  Michelle.  She's not here.
  


10                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mitchell.
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  I
  


12   can't hear too well and I can't see too well, either.
  


13   Margaret Oktollik.
  


14                   MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  No.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  No?  Okay.  I'm not
  


16   sure.  I'm going to ask for some help.  Sally.  Would
  


17   you -- please.
  


18                   MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  I say in this world,
  


19   this land is my land and this land is your land.  There is
  


20   two different things about it.  You guys love to eat your
  


21   food; we love to eat ours.  And you guys don't like to let
  


22   nobody touch your stuff; we don't like to let our things
  


23   be touched, too.  Like they always say, you know, you have
  


24   to share and give.  How are we going to do that if they
  


25   take that away from us?  What are we supposed to do?  You
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 1   guys don't like to eat our food.  Sometimes we don't like
  


 2   to eat your food.  And you have to look at it that way
  


 3   sometimes.
  


 4             But you have to remember, this land is our land
  


 5   together, each one of us.  We have different colors of
  


 6   this world.  We have to hold onto it because we love to
  


 7   eat.  I know you guys like to eat, too, even me, even our
  


 8   kids.  We don't like to see our kids be hungry.  It's
  


 9   going to hurt us, too.
  


10             It's hurt the peoples down there, too, when they
  


11   spill that oil.  You guys can't see that or understand
  


12   that part?  They are suffering.
  


13             Like I was saying, this land is my land, this
  


14   land is your land.  Thank you.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


16   Next on the list I've got Mary Jane Attungana.  Okay.
  


17   Bessie Kowunna.  Would you like to speak?
  


18                   MS. BESSIE KOWUNNA:  Bessie Kowunna, for
  


19   the record.  And I'm not representing any entity, city,
  


20   Tikigaq or any other.  It's just myself as a Point Hope
  


21   resident.  But what I would like to say is I love being
  


22   Inupiat.  I love our food, our culture, our way of life,
  


23   our circle of life, our land and sea.
  


24             And I also would like to say that if things in
  


25   industry should happen, I would rather be involved in it,
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 1   not against it or for it, but work with it so our people
  


 2   can see and hear what's going on with industry.  We need
  


 3   to make sure what they say they are doing is really what
  


 4   they are doing.  With that said, if that should happen, I
  


 5   want to see our people trained, working and be involved so
  


 6   we aren't left out.  If not me working, it would be
  


 7   someone else, probably from the Outside.  So I'm happy to
  


 8   be working.  Thank you.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


10   Next on the list, I see your name again, Ron.  Is there
  


11   anything else you would like to add?  No?  Okay.  We will
  


12   come back.  Dorcus, your name was on the list.  You want
  


13   to make additional comments?
  


14                   MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Shakes head.)
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  No.  No.  No.
  


16   Okay.  Can you help me with this name here?  I think there
  


17   is someone that's written down here as Peter.  Okay.  I've
  


18   got a no.  Then we are back to the very beginning again.
  


19   Now, that's the sign-in sheets that sort of got away from
  


20   us.
  


21                   MR. ROY FILE:  You know, I signed a piece
  


22   of paper right after Bessie did.  Can I look at that thing
  


23   right there?  Did you deliberately skip me?
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might have been an
  


25   accident.  I apologize.  I want everybody to speak.  Let's
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 1   find out where you are at.  Right here.  I thought that
  


 2   was Ron.  I thought that was Ron over there.
  


 3                   MR. ROY FILE:  That looks like a Y to
  


 4   me.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I saw Ron, Roy.
  


 6   You are very welcome to speak.
  


 7                   MR. ROY FILE:  I'm at school again, buddy.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm sorry.  I'm a
  


 9   frustrated teacher.
  


10                   MR. ROY FILE:  Okay.  I just have a couple
  


11   questions for your personally.  Who do you work for?
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
  


13   We work for the Department of Interior, Bureau of Ocean
  


14   Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are the
  


15   Feds.  We manage the offshore resources and make sure all
  


16   the rules and regulations and the safety is taken care of.
  


17   That's our job.  And we take the information and pass it
  


18   to the Secretary.
  


19                   MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to
  


20   find out.  And also, are you -- the way you present
  


21   yourself here, are you pro development or are you anti
  


22   development?
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are dead center.  We
  


24   are not pro or -- our job is to make sure --
  


25                   MR. ROY FILE:  So you do not favor one
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 1   side or the other?
  


 2                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Personally, I cannot.
  


 3   My job is to provide information to the Secretary of the
  


 4   Interior so he makes the decision.
  


 5                   MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to --
  


 6   that's what I wanted to know.  Thank you.
  


 7                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are more than
  


 8   welcome.  And I apologize for reading it wrong.
  


 9                   MR. ROY FILE:  That's okay.  Just don't
  


10   let it happen again.  We have got to have some fun here.
  


11                   MR. ROY FILE:  Yeah.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have gone through the
  


13   list.  Did anybody sign the list that wanted to speak that
  


14   didn't?  Because then we are going to go to phase two.
  


15   Yes, ma'am.
  


16                   MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Good evening.
  


17   I wrote my name on the list, and I said yes.  This is
  


18   Aggie Frankson-Henry.  And this is to J.F. Bennett, Chief
  


19   Branch of Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


20   Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Herndon,
  


21   Virginia; cc to Michael Haller, Community Liaison, Alaska
  


22   Region, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and
  


23   Enforcement of Anchorage, Alaska.  And I wrote this today.
  


24             As you see here in this map, all the gray spots,
  


25   those are lease sales that's been sold.  Our ocean has
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 1   been sold.  They are colored in red, but you don't see it
  


 2   in red.  State of Alaska, the corporations do not have a
  


 3   piece of dime, not even a penny.  If this goes through to
  


 4   the vessels, we don't see anything unless it lands on
  


 5   shore.  And then the North Slope Borough will tax them.
  


 6   That's for your information.
  


 7             For the record, I am Aggie Frankson-Henry, a
  


 8   tribal secretary and tribal member of the Native Village
  


 9   of Point Hope.  I am opposing the Bureau of Ocean Energy
  


10   Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, decision
  


11   on the proposed actions for multi-sale EIS for the Chukchi
  


12   Sea, sales 193, 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea's lease sales
  


13   209 and 217.  And I support alternative one, Beaufort and
  


14   Chukchi Sea no lease sale.
  


15             And I'm opposing the National Pollutant
  


16   Discharge Elimination (NPDES) permit, a permit to
  


17   discharge of toxic drilling muds and other harmful
  


18   pollutants into the water within the decision of the
  


19   proposed actions for multiple sale EIS for the Chukchi Sea
  


20   sales 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea lease sale 209 and 217.
  


21             As a representative for the tribe, it's of best
  


22   interest of restoring courage, stand up for our children's
  


23   future and their next generation to have the opportunity
  


24   to utilize our subsistence resources.  This time I will
  


25   stand.  This time I will voice for the good in which the
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 1   Inupiat people of the Arctic Slope is currently blessed to
  


 2   harvest bountifully from the land, air, rivers and oceans.
  


 3             I am an Inupiat mother, wife, daughter, aunt,
  


 4   tribal member of the Native Village of Point Hope, and
  


 5   most of all a whaler and harvester dependent on the
  


 6   Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea for means of survival.  Being
  


 7   Inupiat is an inherent freedom to hunt, harvest from the
  


 8   vast frozen seas to nurture my family and extended
  


 9   families across Alaska and Lower 48.  The Chukchi and
  


10   Beaufort Seas provide nutritional food supply on my table
  


11   without any aftertaste of spill debris from oil and gas
  


12   exploratory drilling.
  


13             Point Hope, Alaska is surrounded by the Chukchi
  


14   and Beaufort Seas.  I live in the oldest whaling community
  


15   in North America, and our future generation historically
  


16   is in jeopardy without a cleaner environment in the Arctic
  


17   Slope.
  


18             It is of my best interest to voice my concern to
  


19   hope for the best to preserve my culture because of
  


20   climate change this vast ocean is faced with.  I pray for
  


21   a healthier ecosystem balance for bowhead whales,
  


22   walruses, polar bears, seals, ducks, fishes, birds, crabs,
  


23   plankton, oysters, clams, seaweed, worms, killer whales,
  


24   narwhales, right whales, beluga whales, gray whales, and
  


25   all the mammals of these two great oceans that we, the
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 1   people of Point Hope, are blessed with.
  


 2             I come from an economic distressed community who
  


 3   relies 70 percent on subsistence resources to maintain a
  


 4   healthy diet.  The majority in distress is our children.
  


 5   Our boundary is rich in herbs, berries, plants, naturally
  


 6   grown dietary supplements for a healthy living environment
  


 7   for our people and animals that relies on these natural
  


 8   resources.
  


 9             As we the people realize today, what really
  


10   matters is the well-being of our children's future and
  


11   subsistence resources that will be impacted to strive to
  


12   sustain traditional knowledge, traditional lifestyle,
  


13   cultural heritage, cultural land use which industry poses
  


14   a potential damage to our environment in the Arctic Slope.
  


15             The Inupiat people has political rights, and we
  


16   must argue that it is misleading to obstruct the
  


17   settlement given to the Inupiat people by political or
  


18   personal gain of regret in our backyard of the proposed
  


19   2012-2017 Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas lease
  


20   program settled by the companies' permits without even
  


21   giving the Inupiat the right to vote by the people of the
  


22   North Slope Borough communities.
  


23             We have the right to voice, to meet freely for
  


24   the well-being of the residents of the people in the
  


25   coastal communities, whether it be by
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 1   government-to-government consultation meetings, giving
  


 2   your testimonies to the entities that goes into your
  


 3   communities, avails much to the next generation of
  


 4   subsistence users.  No voice, no courage, then you will
  


 5   not be heard for your inherited rights.  It will cause a
  


 6   big effect in your community, and their royalties will be
  


 7   dispersed to other people not from your community.  The
  


 8   royalties will not be given to the rightful stakeholders'
  


 9   interest or financial gain.
  


10             Community leaders, I encourage you to speak up
  


11   and stand up for what is only right because time is of the
  


12   essence of a vast cultural effect for our future
  


13   generations' responsibility to maintain without probable
  


14   cause the right of entries on our land and your children's
  


15   right to be I am Inupiat freely without any restrictions
  


16   on our own property to subsist on, restoring a loving
  


17   inheritance given to us by God, our Creator, knowingly
  


18   that we, as real people, truly respect and rely on the
  


19   environment for means of survival as Inupiat.
  


20             Based on current agriculture in Valdez, Alaska,
  


21   it is not my best interest to harm this great state with
  


22   offshore oil gas drilling along the Chukchi and Beaufort
  


23   Seas.  I am voicing my right to life, liberty, and
  


24   equality.
  


25             EPA should not grant permits for discharge of
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 1   toxic drilling waste into the Arctic waters from oil and
  


 2   gas exploration activities to protect the fragile Arctic
  


 3   ecosystem and traditional way of life.  Global warming or
  


 4   climate change is a significant example of the devastation
  


 5   we have seen in the Lower 48 by current flooding and
  


 6   violent storms and a disaster in the Gulf of Mexico by
  


 7   human error.
  


 8             I believe today that we have to be very stern on
  


 9   how the federal government and industrial servants that is
  


10   wanting to develop in the brittle oceans that can lead to
  


11   another disaster to our land, air, rivers, oceans that
  


12   will affect or decline our subsistence resources that we
  


13   rely on for means of survival through this harsh season in
  


14   the years ahead.
  


15             The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
  


16   Regulation and Enforcement must conduct scientific studies
  


17   before a lease sale must be proposed for a lease sale.  My
  


18   question is:  How can you clean all the oil on ice?  How
  


19   can you make sure that trillions of oil that may be leaked
  


20   from a well be cleaned and managed in a 40- to
  


21   90-mile-per-hour gusting wind?  As we know as Inupiat of
  


22   the Arctic, we cannot even think of surfing the oceans
  


23   because our lives would be endangered by the great seas.
  


24             In closing, stand up for our best interests by
  


25   keeping the seal oil wood stove burning in our whaling
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 1   camps without any worry of oil on ice debris during the
  


 2   harvesting of the future generations, migratory land
  


 3   animals and marine mammals.  Our land, our air, our
  


 4   rivers, our oceans, our resources living on the land,
  


 5   rivers, and oceans do not have a voice for means of
  


 6   survival God gave us to be nurtured by.
  


 7             I oppose the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea
  


 8   planning areas oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and
  


 9   221.  I support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
  


10   no lease sale.
  


11             Thank you.  I'm Aggie Frankson-Henry.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
  


13   Thank you very much.  Next on the list I've got Leah
  


14   Frankson.  She came late.  Is that you hiding back there?
  


15                   MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  I didn't prepare
  


16   anything.  I just want to say that I'm against all
  


17   offshore drilling, no matter what profit for who.
  


18   Devastation to the ecosystem, devastation to the -- all
  


19   animals and fish and mammals, devastation to environment,
  


20   ultimately devastation to Inupiat human is to become a
  


21   crime against humanity.  And there is no money that can
  


22   fix that, take that away, or change that once that
  


23   happens.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I
  


25   have another name here.  I believe it's -- I'm sorry.  I
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 1   don't read well.  Peggy Frankson.  Is Peggy here?
  


 2                   MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  Last early Monday
  


 3   morning, my ten-year-old son caught his first seal.  He
  


 4   dreams about hunting ever since he was a little boy.
  


 5   That's his passion.  He goes out whenever he can, hunting
  


 6   mammals, fishing, hunting for caribou, and he wants to
  


 7   continue to do this.  We all want our young people to
  


 8   continue hunting all the animals that we are used to
  


 9   surviving on.
  


10             We live a subsistence lifestyle.  If any of you
  


11   go into our Native store here and try to buy groceries for
  


12   a week for a family of seven, you would be -- or try
  


13   buying groceries for a month.  It's over $2,000, easily.
  


14   It's outrageous.  We have to survive on our subsistence
  


15   foods we catch.  It's part of our lifestyle.  It's part of
  


16   our lives.  It's part of who we are.
  


17             And we certainly are going to keep opposing the
  


18   offshore drilling sales, the leases, everything, because
  


19   if our animals are endangered by possible oil spills, you
  


20   have no guarantee to us saying that no oil will land in
  


21   our oceans, no oil will wash up on our shores.  There is
  


22   no guarantee.  Until there is a guarantee, we are not
  


23   going to approve of any sales.  We are going to continue
  


24   to oppose them.
  


25             We want to keep hunting our animals.  We want to
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 1   keep living our subsistence lifestyle.  My son wants to
  


 2   grow to a man into a father and teach his kids how to hunt
  


 3   and to live the Inupiat way.  Thank you.
  


 4                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


 5   Now, according to the list, which is not perfect, I've hit
  


 6   everyone who either didn't mark yes or no or marked yes.
  


 7   So now we are going to open it up to the floor because I
  


 8   want to make sure everybody has an opportunity to speak.
  


 9   So first I'm going to ask for volunteers.  And then if we
  


10   don't -- when we are out of volunteers, I'm going to go to
  


11   each individual person to ask you again if you would like
  


12   the opportunity to speak and tell us what you think.  I
  


13   want everybody to have that option.
  


14             So does anyone want to raise their hand and make
  


15   a comment before I start going to everybody individually?
  


16   Just to make sure we are not missing something, because we
  


17   need your help.
  


18                   MS. LILLIAN A. LANE:  I'd like to sign in,
  


19   if I could.
  


20             I, too, like my uma, wasn't prepared to -- and
  


21   have comments, but I jotted a few things.  My name is
  


22   Lillian A. Lane.  I'm a resident of Point Hope, born and
  


23   raised.  Love to eat everything my father, my brothers, my
  


24   neighbors have caught and put on my table.  Therefore, I
  


25   oppose any gas, oil leases out in the ocean seas.  Just
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 1   like everybody here, they are dependent on the -- majority
  


 2   of our food come from the ocean, majority of it that we
  


 3   take in and preserve and keep all year.  So the cycle goes
  


 4   on and on and on.
  


 5             We have said this over and over in each
  


 6   testimony that we have spoken through, whether it be from
  


 7   the oil companies or others.  We have repeated ourself
  


 8   over and over and over.  I'm glad you are here to listen
  


 9   to our testimonies, and I hope that the people that are
  


10   the deciding body will make -- take these testimonies to
  


11   heart because this is real.  Those people down there don't
  


12   know what's going on up here.  You don't know what goes on
  


13   up here.  I'm glad you are here to listen to our people,
  


14   the real people who have to live in this community year
  


15   long.
  


16             How would you feel if I put a limit to your
  


17   chicken and cow?  That would be my first question to all
  


18   of you that are dependent on those, too, or your
  


19   vegetables.  The people that are wanting to go out there
  


20   and drill in our oceans make promises that they would do
  


21   their utmost, their best to try not to do an oil spill.
  


22   It's kind of hard to believe because these things that
  


23   have gone on in Alaska and the Gulf that are -- that did
  


24   happen, like someone mentioned earlier.  You can hear
  


25   these things.
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 1             We are going to be repetitive on some of the
  


 2   things that they said because they are important.  Our
  


 3   ocean that's out there is unpredictable.  We have our
  


 4   sagvaq, the current that is very strong, and it comes from
  


 5   every direction out there.  Supposing something happened?
  


 6   How are they going to contain their spills?  Those are the
  


 7   things that we want to hear.  What are you going to do to
  


 8   do your -- your best to convince us that there is not
  


 9   going to be an oil spill?  Those are the things I want to
  


10   hear, but in a deep -- at the very -- at the -- but
  


11   overall, I know that since she mentioned -- Aggie
  


12   mentioned that we won't even get a penny out of it, not a
  


13   penny.  Go -- go earn your dime someplace else, not in our
  


14   ocean.
  


15             A lot of times -- another lady said it doesn't
  


16   matter about the money.  Money doesn't matter.  The food
  


17   is more important than money right now.  As we speak, it
  


18   is more than money because if we try and buy stuff, it's
  


19   really spendy.  But I want to also add that the unseen is
  


20   a mystery to all of us.  That mystery is our ocean.  We
  


21   only take what it gives us.  We only take what it gives
  


22   us.  The animals give themselves to us to provide for us.
  


23   So we take as much as it gives us.  If anything should
  


24   happen, we won't have anything.  I'm afraid of that.  We
  


25   won't have anything.
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 1             There was a news thing that the oil companies,
  


 2   once they close their pots, they are not responsible for
  


 3   anything else after.  They are not accountable for their
  


 4   closed pots.  Supposing something happens?  I think they
  


 5   should be responsible as long as they had touched that pot
  


 6   from the beginning to the very end and after.  That was on
  


 7   the news the other day.  I don't like that.  That's not
  


 8   good practice with any oil company.
  


 9             I know that it should -- maybe it might provide
  


10   some jobs for the community members, some community
  


11   members, but majority of the workers that do work in
  


12   Alaska on the pipeline, Red Dog Mine, comes from Lower 48.
  


13   Our people are not trained enough.  Our people are not
  


14   trained to do these jobs they do on the oil rigs.
  


15             And we all know about nature.  Nature controls
  


16   itself.  The ocean is unpredictable and, if anything
  


17   should happen, I don't think the oil rigs would be able to
  


18   withstand anything out there.  So therefore, it's a -- you
  


19   are playing with not only their lives, but our lives,
  


20   also.
  


21             Although their technology is updated and they
  


22   say they have up-to-par equipment, I still don't believe
  


23   they are good enough to withstand our Arctic conditions.
  


24             I, too, love to eat my mikigaq, which our
  


25   Heavenly Father, our God, has provided, has created and
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 1   put on this earth for our use, our bodily use.  And it
  


 2   says if we disturb the land, it's going to disrupt the
  


 3   cycle.  I see disruption.  I see disruption if they do go
  


 4   out there.  And I hope and heartily hope the committee
  


 5   will really consider and take to heart, once again, to
  


 6   really think this through and not think of it's going to
  


 7   bring us a lot of money because it's a federal thing.
  


 8   This is going to bring us a lot of money, which it does.
  


 9   Right now today our money really isn't there at all.
  


10             Thank you for this opportunity for me to speak
  


11   during this time, and I thank all the people that stood up
  


12   and speak on behalf of Point Hope.  And I'd like to -- I'd
  


13   like to say that if they are going to drill out there,
  


14   they need to think of all the factors that would be
  


15   affected before they do any drilling.  Taikuu.  Thank you.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


17   Now, what I would like to do is I'm going to start with
  


18   this end of the room and go around and touch base with
  


19   everybody to make sure everybody feels comfortable and had
  


20   an opportunity.  Sir, would you like to say anything?
  


21   Your name, please.
  


22                   MS. RICHARD CANNON, SR.:  My name is
  


23   Richard Cannon, Senior.  Before I say one word, I'm going
  


24   to pray and ask God to give me the right words to say.
  


25             Heavenly Father, creator of all things, I ask
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 1   you to use my voice.  Help me say what you want me to say,
  


 2   Lord Jesus.  I come before you as your humble servant.  I
  


 3   serve you and you only, Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank you
  


 4   for this opportunity to speak before these people.
  


 5   [indiscernible] voice your opinion, not my opinion.  In
  


 6   Jesus' name I pray.  Amen.
  


 7             Again, my name is Richard Cannon, Sr.  Most of
  


 8   you people know me here.  And I do like to pretty much
  


 9   whale.  I have been around a long time, and kind of
  


10   heartbroken to see that these people are here.  I know
  


11   they're here to just basically do their job.  I'm glad Roy
  


12   asked this gentleman whether he's for it or against.
  


13   They're taking this thing to Secretary Salazar, that he
  


14   can't be -- he has to be biased.  How can he be biased in
  


15   a community of people that he know that if there is
  


16   drilling that is going to harm the environment because,
  


17   like some people say, there is nothing, there is nothing
  


18   to clean up the oil spill in the ice.  We all know that.
  


19             And I know your scientists, to me, they are
  


20   liars.  And how could they tell the truth when they work
  


21   for you guys, when they work for the oil companies?
  


22   Explain to me how someone is going to say, oh, no, this
  


23   can't happen.  You will be fired on the spot.  And I'm
  


24   quite sure he signs a gag order saying that he cannot
  


25   talk, that he cannot tell the truth.  So just like Aggie
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 1   say, they are paleface.  They are liars.
  


 2             So we as a whole must come against this, and we
  


 3   must come against this now because we know the oil
  


 4   companies, they have money and pretty much have
  


 5   politicians in their pockets.  I know these people might
  


 6   say how do I know that.  I don't know that, but I'm
  


 7   assuming that's it because they are in Washington as we
  


 8   speak right now trying to push for offshore oil, which we
  


 9   don't get a dime.  Alaska will not -- as Jeff says, Alaska
  


10   will not get a dime from this.  So what's the use?  What's
  


11   wrong with our politicians?  That don't sound right to me
  


12   that they don't -- that they will say, go ahead.
  


13             Now, I didn't say go ahead to me.  Are they
  


14   going to pay off?  Maybe it might begin to pay off.  I'll
  


15   just leave it at that.  My name is Richard Cannon, Senior.
  


16   And I'm pretty much against offshore drilling, any kind of
  


17   drilling.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


19   Ma'am, another opportunity?  Jack?
  


20                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  I always have a
  


21   lot of things to say.  And I hope you continue to come
  


22   around and come around.  I have been at this for a long
  


23   time, also, you know.  I -- I have been President of the
  


24   Native Village back in '93 or so, years, and we have been
  


25   talking about oil and gas for a long time.  I sat around
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 1   my cousins and my uncles when they were talking about
  


 2   their fears and their concerns about offshore oil and gas
  


 3   back in the '70s and what they were concerned about and
  


 4   how they were talking about governmental functions and
  


 5   government-to-government and human rights and -- and
  


 6   responsibilities.
  


 7             And it even got to the point that the ownership
  


 8   of the ocean was never really addressed.  And when it was,
  


 9   it was addressed in a controversial way.  And so, you
  


10   know, I still feel that we own this ocean.  Alaska Native
  


11   Claims Settlement Act was for Alaska.  And where is the
  


12   boundary of Alaska?  And that was talked about and decided
  


13   on but never revealed.
  


14             And then, you know, I feel really betrayed, in a
  


15   way, because we had so much faith in the judicial system.
  


16   And we fought for what we thought was right.  And we won
  


17   several times.  Uncles and cousins laugh about it.  I was
  


18   young when this was going on.  I didn't really understand
  


19   what was happening, but I understood that we had a
  


20   responsibility and that we had ownership and that
  


21   controversy is all over.
  


22             We even went to the United Nations back in 1989
  


23   concerned about Prudhoe Bay and the cleanup that was
  


24   promised by the oil companies so that migration of the
  


25   caribou and other animals could continue over there.  But
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 1   I don't know if that was done.  There was a government
  


 2   accountability report, a GAO report that was published in
  


 3   2002, No. 357 on the restoration of Prudhoe Bay.  And
  


 4   companies ignored, companies changed their name, companies
  


 5   filed for bankruptcy, companies walked away.
  


 6             The State of Alaska got furious and said, this
  


 7   is not true.  I don't believe your report.
  


 8             And so that's one thing that we keep trying that
  


 9   we have been saying over time is that we are promised that
  


10   restoration will be done and they will clean it up, that
  


11   the animals will be able to go through there again.
  


12   Nuiqsut has to purchase three, four, five times as much
  


13   fuel to go after caribou now from years back.
  


14             And this restoration hasn't really been done,
  


15   apparently.  I did see something on the news that there
  


16   was some work that was being done, but I don't know to
  


17   what extent.  You know, promises have to be kept.  You
  


18   have to do what you need to do.  And if you are going to
  


19   say you are going to do something, then you better do it.
  


20   And if you walk away, then how can we trust these
  


21   companies that are saying that they can do it in an
  


22   environmentally safe way?  We are only talking about
  


23   exploration and leases.  I don't know to what extent that
  


24   we go in regards to impacts and at what stage.
  


25             There was discussion whether it's going to be
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 1   tanked or in a pipeline.  Both ways involve bladders that
  


 2   are going to be on the ocean floor filled with fuel, six
  


 3   or more sitting there filled with oil.  And there will be
  


 4   a pipe that will run up to the surface, two tankers from
  


 5   each bladder or a pipe running to a pipeline that will run
  


 6   on the floor of the ocean to another pipeline.
  


 7             And there has been over 20 years of photography
  


 8   of the ocean floor, and it has been mapped on how that ice
  


 9   moves and scrapes the bottom of the ocean and they have
  


10   been doing this for years, arctic research, photographs in
  


11   that area over there, sale 193.  So, you know, I don't
  


12   know to what extent we talk about, you know, things and
  


13   whether we should be concerned 15 years from now if it
  


14   will be developed.
  


15             In a previous hearing, there was a former
  


16   employee that was on one of those rigs, and he said that
  


17   he had -- was afraid for his life at one time because of a
  


18   storm, and that two cables had broken.  And he was
  


19   thankful that that rig did not collapse or sink or
  


20   anything.  They were spared.  And he said no more.
  


21   Whether he broke his confidentiality agreement that he may
  


22   have signed with the company or -- I don't know.  I can't
  


23   speak for him.  But that was stated in a previous hearing.
  


24   That has not been put on the website.
  


25             We talk about transparency, openness.  We will
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 1   give you all the information you need.  But we haven't
  


 2   seen the transcripts of the hearings.  We haven't seen
  


 3   what the other villages have said.  What I mean by "we,"
  


 4   is that anybody that could pick up a laptop like that
  


 5   person over there and Googlize and look for hearings.  And
  


 6   what they will see is that there are absolutely no
  


 7   hearings for Point Hope from Point Hope on record in your
  


 8   website.
  


 9             The first one appears in 1986 or '83, which was
  


10   done by teleconference.  There were hearings that I
  


11   testified as the President of Native Village of Point Hope
  


12   in 1995 reflecting on the international code that we had
  


13   passed.  That's not on record.  That hearing took place in
  


14   Anchorage at the Egan Center in 1995.  And that's not on
  


15   the website.  There are other hearings that are there, but
  


16   nothing from Point Hope.  And it's very, very odd.
  


17             And then these recent ones that were in February
  


18   are not on the website.  Is there a reason why they are
  


19   not there?
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I'll look
  


21   into that.  Sir, would you like an opportunity?
  


22                   MR. ELIJAH ROCK, SR:  My name is Elijah
  


23   Rock, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain in Point Hope.  And
  


24   also Commissioner for Point Hope for nine years.  Just
  


25   talking to the government, federal government over in
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 1   Washington, D.C. to make them understand that I'm Inupiat
  


 2   and I have a lifestyle that was passed on to me and my
  


 3   ancestors.  And I would like this lifestyle continue
  


 4   without any interruption of any development of gas and
  


 5   oil, if possible.  If it can't be safe, just don't do it
  


 6   just like that because I like to have gas and oil from the
  


 7   modern-day equipment I use to hunt with and heat my house.
  


 8   I can't go back to my seal oil blubber stove to heat my
  


 9   house, heat it all night like I'm used to today and I
  


10   cannot just go to the wall and turn my light off and on if
  


11   we have no gas and oil.
  


12             But that is something that needs to be really
  


13   considered from the federal government because the federal
  


14   government is our government, as far as I understand.
  


15   Then we have another government, it's the North Slope
  


16   Borough.  That's our government.  Then we have another one
  


17   that's the State government.  And that's another
  


18   government.  And we have a Native village government here
  


19   and we have a City government here in Point Hope, and you
  


20   know, governments are governments and governments and
  


21   governments.  But still, we are still here.  We are still
  


22   alive.  We continue to live because of the fact that we
  


23   were passed on, taught how to live the lifestyle that we
  


24   are immune to nowadays.  Even though a lot of the things
  


25   on our past went this way and that way, modernized, but
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 1   still, you know, the federal government -- someone
  


 2   mentioned that we have water out there, our sea, our
  


 3   ocean.  Without the federal government, the State
  


 4   government, from the shore out to three miles, the State
  


 5   government owns that, rules anything in that area.  And
  


 6   then from three miles on, it's the federal government
  


 7   waters.  But we still hunt in them.  We still all live off
  


 8   that ocean, even though the federal and State in them,
  


 9   even though the federal and State government controls it.
  


10   We abide by their -- whatever they say.  We use it.  They
  


11   make the laws and they will continue to make these kind of
  


12   laws, I don't know, till kingdom come, I guess.
  


13             Anyway, I support everyone that is against oil
  


14   and gas development, but it's got to be safe, and somehow
  


15   we got to make an arrangement for the federal and the
  


16   State government to, you know -- without money we cannot
  


17   go buy the modern-day equipment that we use, the
  


18   modern-day food that we use.  We cannot survive just on
  


19   muktuk seal and -- anymore.  We have got to have
  


20   hamburger.  Our children are already used to that.
  


21             So if something can be arranged where we have
  


22   enough supply from the State and federal government to
  


23   keep us alive, if they -- if they happen to do something
  


24   wrong in our ocean and we can't utilize our Native food
  


25   anymore from the ocean.
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 1             But everything migrates, as far as I understand.
  


 2   All the animals in the ocean, even their food migrates.
  


 3   Migrate meaning that, you know, they travel from the
  


 4   low -- lower oceans up -- go up through our area and then
  


 5   continue on over to Canada and Greenland because of the
  


 6   currents.  They follow the current.  I've never seen --
  


 7   and also I've always heard from my Elders when we are out
  


 8   hunting we -- we can't see any animals when the current is
  


 9   from the west, only seals and polar bear.  That's all.
  


10   But every once in a while when the whales are migrating --
  


11   this statement is not true either because some the whales
  


12   always come back because they can't continue on, no water.
  


13   They'll come back.  I caught one of those kind in my
  


14   whaling years in Point Hope.
  


15             And another thing I have a problem with is
  


16   our -- we deem that it's our ocean, but State and federal
  


17   own that ocean, and they right now they are opening it up
  


18   to tourist ships going through all the way around up north
  


19   across Canada, Greenland, everywhere.  And that's
  


20   something that, you know, we have seen and read about in
  


21   the Lower 48.  A lot of animals get hit by the props.  And
  


22   also there is a lot of fishing going on.  They make a
  


23   line, International Date Line for the other countries not
  


24   to come in, but they still come in and go over that
  


25   because there is nobody out there really leasing the area.
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 1             And so when those nets are out there, any kind
  


 2   of animal will get caught in those nets and die, can't
  


 3   swim no more.
  


 4             Anyway, thank you.
  


 5                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


 6   Sir, another opportunity, sir?  Would you like to make
  


 7   another comment?
  


 8                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I pass.
  


 9                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am, you are welcome
  


10   to.
  


11                   MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  My name is Leah
  


12   Frankson.  When I first heard about the leasing, the sale,
  


13   and I made a comment on my Facebook about how people don't
  


14   understand how the effects would be because it's not them,
  


15   you know.  It's not them being affected.  And I said, you
  


16   know, how would they feel if -- if they didn't -- if they
  


17   couldn't eat shrimp no more, if they couldn't eat that.
  


18   And then sure enough, look what happened to them down
  


19   there, those shrimp -- shrimpers down there.  The
  


20   shrimpers, they are still being affected by what happened.
  


21             You know, look at what happened in Valdez.  That
  


22   wasn't even a pipe.  That wasn't a -- that was just a
  


23   boat.  25 years they couldn't be fishing, toxic waters.
  


24   Those are places that are connected that have
  


25   infrastructure or relief, you know.  There is no
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 1   infrastructure set up up here, nothing.  Thousands of
  


 2   miles out, there is nothing.
  


 3             And even if there was, you would add on to the
  


 4   noise pollution.  They track all of the pollution that in
  


 5   this pristine environment that they don't even know what
  


 6   might happen.  They don't even know what could happen
  


 7   to -- to the ecosystem.
  


 8             For the federal government to sell it in the
  


 9   first place seems wrong to give some one person, one
  


10   group, one entity profit, and when it could affect so
  


11   much, it could devastate so much.  And I have to say, to
  


12   me, to allow that it looks like a crime against humanity.
  


13   Humans, humans here, my family, is eating from the ocean.
  


14   My family is eating from the ocean.  Everybody up here.
  


15             And it's not the first time the federal
  


16   government almost let things happen.  I was reading that
  


17   book on Howard Rock and how they almost got approved to do
  


18   nuclear bomb to change the land so they could, you know --
  


19   to test it, to test -- to test up here.  Even there was
  


20   EPA back then, almost allow it.  And what would have
  


21   happened if they did?  We wouldn't be here if they did.
  


22             Together we stand up and they said no.  And they
  


23   are standing up and they are saying no to this, no matter
  


24   your profits.  Thank you.
  


25                   MS. LILY TUZROYLUKE:  Lily Tuzroyluke for
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 1   the record.  Your agency, BOEMRE, has been in the news
  


 2   lately for corruptions, for corruptions just as recently
  


 3   as 2010.  Not these people that are sitting in front of
  


 4   you, but the department that they work for, their
  


 5   employees were found guilty for taking bribes from oil
  


 6   companies.  From oil companies.
  


 7             You stated earlier when this gentleman asked, he
  


 8   asked what is your -- what is your stance on this issue,
  


 9   and you said that you are neutral.  You said that you are
  


10   neutral, that you have to take consideration from both
  


11   sides.
  


12             I want to know what assurances happens -- what
  


13   assurance you can give me or the people here that the same
  


14   corruptions is not going to be happening again.  I know
  


15   that there is certain steps that you have been taking, but
  


16   I just wanted to bring that issue up since that is a
  


17   concern.  You are here to talk about the supplemental
  


18   environmental impact statement, and you spoke to the
  


19   Native village earlier about grading -- upgrading, and it
  


20   is my belief that your EIS is flawed.  It's extremely
  


21   flawed.
  


22             You take a lot of studies.  You do a lot of
  


23   studies on all the various animals.  We have -- at our
  


24   office, we have requested information under Freedom of
  


25   Information Act.  I don't know -- we asked for the
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 1   information.  The first one is between the oil companies
  


 2   and between BOEMRE, formerly MMS.  There is boxes and
  


 3   boxes of animal studies, tons of animal studies saying how
  


 4   the seismic testing, how the exploratory and the
  


 5   explorations, how that would affect the animals.
  


 6             But where I see the gaps -- and this is where
  


 7   the traditional knowledge would come in -- is that you say
  


 8   how insensitive the animals are, how a bowhead can take up
  


 9   to X number of vessels, this volume up to an avalanche --
  


10   I think it's the decibels equal to a volcano eruption,
  


11   avalanche, and bowhead can withstand that amount of
  


12   decibels, but as whalers and the experts here, the men and
  


13   the women here that do whaling, know that bowhead hearing
  


14   is very sensitive.  It's very sensitive.
  


15             The other -- the other major flaw that I see,
  


16   and I'm glad that you have here with you, is you have an
  


17   editor of the EIS that's -- yes.  There he is.  You take
  


18   all of the studies, these animal studies, and you get
  


19   these scientists to find out how this would impact the
  


20   animals.  Yes, and that is important.  But you don't look
  


21   at how or it will impact the human population and how it
  


22   will impact the culture.
  


23             It seems in our previous -- in previous sites,
  


24   things like Exxon, the Deepwater Horizon and other places
  


25   around the world, like the major deltas where there has
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 1   been oil development, it devastates the people.  It
  


 2   devastates the people.  That's the truth.
  


 3             And you say that you are here to get the facts,
  


 4   to find the truth, and the truth is that this will
  


 5   devastate us.  This will devastate us.  So I just want
  


 6   to -- I cannot urge enough that you have to dedicate --
  


 7   you dedicate scientists to look at animals.  You need to
  


 8   look at the people that are going to be impacted.
  


 9             That's all.  Thank you.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  All very good comments.
  


11   Thank you.  Ma'am, would you like an opportunity?  No?
  


12   Okay.  I'm going to come around the table.  I don't want
  


13   anyone to be forgotten before I continue on.  Ma'am, would
  


14   you like another opportunity?
  


15                   MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  I'm Aggie
  


16   Frankson-Henry.  I'm a Tikigagmiu.  I'm from Point Hope.
  


17   As we all know that our ocean provides -- God provides for
  


18   us.  Like my Aunt Anna say, that they are given to us when
  


19   our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, our relatives go out to
  


20   harvest a marine mammal, even the fowls of the air, the
  


21   fish in the ocean, it's bountiful.  We are blessed.  And
  


22   knowing that, within this time period, we will be
  


23   impacted.  Be ready.
  


24             There may be a lot of traffic in the air.
  


25   That's why we didn't see our caribou migrated this last
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 1   year.  There was a lot of traffic because of people up
  


 2   north were impacted by a lot of studies through the
  


 3   airway.  A lot of helicopters, planes.  All that, we are
  


 4   going to be seeing that here.  And when they come in, we
  


 5   need to try to get some taxes going so that we can at
  


 6   least get a piece of -- get a dime.  If they come here and
  


 7   put their equipment on our land, we need to make sure that
  


 8   we -- we invest from that.  It's going to hurt us.  We
  


 9   know.  We know once -- once they -- because the leases are
  


10   sold.
  


11             Those that are marked up there in the map in
  


12   gray are supposed to be red.  BOEMRE, or former MMS, sold
  


13   those leases to the oil companies, and they are still
  


14   looking for people -- I mean, companies to buy those other
  


15   leases.  But that's our backyard.
  


16             We were told when we were children never to mess
  


17   with the ocean because it's very dangerous, never to even
  


18   go out there and -- and put your feet in the water because
  


19   the current can take you away.  We have to respect the
  


20   ocean.  I was trained to respect the ocean.  And I'm
  


21   trying to tell my children to respect the ocean so that
  


22   they, too, will be blessed when they go out to harvest.
  


23             Mammals, animals, fowl in the air -- we like to
  


24   eat eider duck.  We like to eat kumaqs.  We like to eat
  


25   fish, whales, seals because we are blessed.
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 1             We know that the NPRA is not in this map up
  


 2   here, too.  How many leases have been sold in the NPRA?
  


 3   Our neighbors up north, they are going to be seeing a big
  


 4   change.  They are going to be highly regulated.  They are
  


 5   going to be so polluted that they will ask us how.  What
  


 6   did we do?  What did you say to them to prevent this from
  


 7   happening?  We stand up and we said no.
  


 8             And it's so hard to see our culture, our
  


 9   traditional way of life in front of us, knowing it might
  


10   not be there anymore five to ten years from now because we
  


11   won't be able to celebrate the whale.  But we love to eat
  


12   the bowhead whale, the beluga whale.  We are whalers.  And
  


13   we harvest because we were taught by our fathers, our
  


14   grandfathers, our mothers, our grandmothers, and our
  


15   forefathers.  We are a rich community.  God blessed our
  


16   land with a lot of berries every season.  There may be
  


17   times when there is a drought.
  


18             As we see today on the news, the violent storms,
  


19   the -- the flooding that's going on in the Lower 48, their
  


20   vegetation, their animals, their land is being taken from
  


21   disaster through Mother Nature.  And now look at us today.
  


22   That's where all -- you know, we are -- and also in Japan,
  


23   the big earthquake that happened, and now we are afraid of
  


24   the radiation that may come into our waters and that we
  


25   may be affected, too.
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 1             We hurt for people in the Gulf of Mexico,
  


 2   Louisiana.  We hurt for them, too, because they have a
  


 3   mom.  They have a dad.  They have children.  They have
  


 4   grandparents that relied on these resources that put food
  


 5   on the table.  But then it hurts.  It hurts those
  


 6   families.
  


 7             And what did the government do with offshore
  


 8   that was devastated at the Gulf of Mexico?  How long did
  


 9   it take them to act and try to clean up the mess?  It's
  


10   going to be even longer here in the Arctic because it's so
  


11   sensitive, our ecosystem.  And we are sensitive, too,
  


12   because we rely.  We rely on what was given to us, the
  


13   resources.
  


14             I know we are modernized.  We have a lot of
  


15   technology, but there is other ways that they can, other
  


16   ways of -- of trying to provide.  We know that our
  


17   government has to pay China, but we don't -- we are also
  


18   impacted by that because of the greed.  But we love our
  


19   government, too, because we are Americans.
  


20             But I'm saying no.  I choose no development on
  


21   the multilease sale Beaufort Sea and Chukchi Sea planning
  


22   area oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and 221.  I
  


23   support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea no lease
  


24   sale.
  


25             And those of you that are here today, you have
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 1   until July 11th to put in your comments.  There is a
  


 2   website that you can go to.  I have that in my office if
  


 3   you need help to put it in writing to these -- to BOEMRE
  


 4   to help because we know -- we have -- we have Dish.  We
  


 5   have TV, those of you who likes to watch news like I do.
  


 6   We see what's going on.
  


 7             The United States is hurting.  Maybe it's
  


 8   because we are almost against Israel.  We need to pray for
  


 9   Israel so that we will be blessed, so God will have us in
  


10   our favor.  Today here in the Arctic Slope, that's what we
  


11   do.  Because God has blessed us with these resources in
  


12   the oceans, in the sea, in the rivers, and in the air.
  


13             And I hope and pray that the decisionmaker
  


14   listen to our comments.  We know that this was done from
  


15   the other previous President of the United States, but the
  


16   President today, Obama, we know that his term is almost
  


17   over, but he's given us the opportunity to speak with the
  


18   federal government, with government-to-government
  


19   consultation, executive order 175131 so that we can have a
  


20   voice in our community.
  


21             We are Tikigagmius.  We will always say our
  


22   voice.  Thank you.
  


23                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your offer
  


24   to help people with the regs.gov.  Thank you very much.
  


25   That was very helpful.  Sir, would you like an
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 1   opportunity?  Back to the Elder table, anyone like to make
  


 2   another comment?
  


 3                   MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  I wish -- I was
  


 4   wishing that the sea mammals and the animals that would be
  


 5   affected by these offshore drilling activities were here
  


 6   to testify with us, you know.  It is meaningful because
  


 7   they provide -- they provide us the food from the ocean.
  


 8   And my question is, who will make the final decision on
  


 9   what's going to happen after all the impact statements are
  


10   taken care of and the testimonies?
  


11                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The Secretary of the
  


12   Interior.
  


13                   MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Is it the federal
  


14   government --
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
  


16                   MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  -- or the United
  


17   States Supreme Court or MMS?
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the Secretary
  


19   of the Interior, Ken Salazar.  He makes the final
  


20   decision.
  


21                   MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Ken Salazar?
  


22                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.
  


23                   MS. DORCUS ROCK:  I oppose on the lease
  


24   sale, too, and the reason on that is I was thinking about
  


25   it.  I read this one book about those Indians when the
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 1   federal government took their land from them and, you
  


 2   know, the good Lord really, he won't take our water from
  


 3   us, God willing.
  


 4             You know, we have food -- we have food shortage
  


 5   a lot of times, and you go in my refrigerator or my
  


 6   freezer, you are not going to find no White Man's food in
  


 7   there.  It's all Eskimo food.  And that's provided from
  


 8   what people give me or when we go out to hunt.  And that's
  


 9   how we live.
  


10             So you think -- think about you our children and
  


11   our grandchildren.  If you think about that, it's real
  


12   hard.  I heard everybody being against it, so I hope the
  


13   Secretary of the Interior will think twice about it before
  


14   they do anything.  You know, it's our land, our water, our
  


15   sea.  And I remember that one man that mentioned that
  


16   hunger knows no law.  We are not going to go to that
  


17   extinct -- we are not going to go that far, but the
  


18   testimonies of these people, I hope they really listen to
  


19   what they are saying.  It's from the heart.  They are
  


20   saying that from their heart, and that's what I'm doing,
  


21   too, the same thing.
  


22             That's the only way we provide our food.  I
  


23   can't go to the store.  If I did, I have to spend, 2-,
  


24   $300 just to get what I need.  And you know, when you buy
  


25   meat -- did you go to the store to see how much the meats
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 1   are?  They are about $18 a pound.  You think about that.
  


 2             You got to think about all the testimonies of
  


 3   these people.  You got to think about it from your heart;
  


 4   not just by looking at them, but from the heart.  I really
  


 5   hope that you do listen to us because I know that the good
  


 6   Lord will be with us.  And I hope the Secretary of the
  


 7   Interior will think twice before he signs that paper.
  


 8             Money is not really anything, you know, when you
  


 9   think about it.  It is a lot of times, but money is not
  


10   anything compared to our food that we get.  The men hunt
  


11   for it, too.  It's not easy for them to be out there
  


12   hunting.  If you ever tried going out to go hunt like they
  


13   do, I don't think you would last a week, but they -- they
  


14   dare through that just so we would have food on the table.
  


15   I just wanted to say that.  Thank you.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


17                   MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's been a long battle
  


18   since 2008.  A lot of things happened between 2008 and
  


19   now.  A lot of meetings, a lot of planning, a lot of
  


20   development talk.  Our corporation, ASRC; our cousins,
  


21   Olgoonik Corporation, and other corporations are getting
  


22   involved with oil development without your guys'
  


23   knowledge.
  


24             We don't know what's been happening, but we
  


25   would like to ask the government to do investigation on
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 1   what's been happening since the Native Village of Point
  


 2   Hope said no to offshore activity.  Point Hope is not new
  


 3   to this.  It's been years and years and years from my
  


 4   father was alive, my uncle [indiscernible] and all these
  


 5   other people, my mother, all these people that attend
  


 6   these meetings because the government want to go out to
  


 7   the ocean we love the most.  And all these years they have
  


 8   been saying no but, still, the government come back again
  


 9   and ask the same thing, could we do some lease sales in
  


10   that area.
  


11             And as we had a president by the name of George
  


12   Bush, the George Bush era has disappeared.  George Bush
  


13   wanted development in the Arctic.  George Bush got a big
  


14   donation from oil companies to become president.  So you
  


15   see, George Bush wanted to do development right away.
  


16             I thank Native Village of Point Hope for passing
  


17   a resolution opposing offshore activity in the Chukchi and
  


18   the Beaufort.  A lot of things are happening.  This past
  


19   week they called an Arctic Summit.  Any of our people is
  


20   attending that Arctic Summit?  There was another big
  


21   meeting I got invited to.  It was Shell Oil, Shell Oil
  


22   meeting with Chamber of Commerce talking about the
  


23   Chukchi, talking about development.  And where is our
  


24   people?  A lot of meetings happening since 2008.
  


25             I would like to be home, but I love you people.
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 1   I love our way of life, and that's the only way I can keep
  


 2   up with this very hot issue that's in front of our
  


 3   community.  After listening tonight, we gave you strong
  


 4   encouragement to even fight harder to let you guys know
  


 5   100 percent that attended this meeting is against offshore
  


 6   activity.
  


 7             The biggest scare is an oil spill.  They said
  


 8   there is no danger in shallow water like the Deepwater
  


 9   Horizon.  I had a chance to go visit the Deep Horizon
  


10   [sic] oil spill.  I had a chance to witness what I always
  


11   been talking about if there was an oil spill.  I had a
  


12   chance to feel the crude oil that the birds and the
  


13   alligators and the fish got into.
  


14             So you see, we should all oppose offshore
  


15   activity.  It's too precious to give away.  We always look
  


16   forward to see qinu come every fall.  We call it our very
  


17   first ice.  But if there is any oil spill, we will see
  


18   black crude coming like qinu like the fresh ice that goes
  


19   to Point Hope every fall, and we don't want that to
  


20   happen.
  


21             There is no proven science technology to clean
  


22   oil spill.  Let the record know that Point Hope says there
  


23   is no proven technology.  Science can't prove that.
  


24             Salazar, we have many meetings with him.
  


25   Echohawk, we have many meetings with them.  EPA
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 1   Washington, D.C., we have many meetings with them.  And we
  


 2   have meetings with Senators and Congressmen.  We got
  


 3   friends that always happens get votes to fight against the
  


 4   offshore activity in the Arctic.
  


 5             So you see, we are not alone because the tribe
  


 6   is very powerful.  We have got a Constitution of the
  


 7   United States, thanks to Jackson [sic].  We foster and
  


 8   protect our way of life.  We got to understand that.  We
  


 9   got to stick together.  Without to sticking together,
  


10   things will happen.  When we stick together, things always
  


11   happen in a good way.
  


12             Just remember, Point Hope should say no, no, no
  


13   to offshore activity.  Thank you.
  


14                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  I'm
  


15   not going to forget this side of the room.  Ma'am?
  


16                   MS. LILLIAN LANE:  Lillian Lane.  Call me
  


17   Anna.  As I was sitting here and wondering what else I
  


18   should say, my mom called me.  She just came back from
  


19   Kotzebue.  She's doing well, praise God.  She said I had
  


20   other plans to do something else tonight, and that was
  


21   church.  I love to go to church.  And Mom said there was a
  


22   very important meeting that's going on.  You need to go
  


23   and voice.  You need to go voice.  You need to go say
  


24   something.
  


25             So when she put that on me, I had no choice but
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 1   to come here and say what my heart says, wants me to say.
  


 2   Like others, my freezers are filled with ducks, muktuk,
  


 3   walrus, oogruk, agvik, seal oil.
  


 4             I don't want to -- I don't want to see seas on
  


 5   account of man-made mistake, technical mistake.  I love to
  


 6   eat my mikigaq.  I love to eat my meat.
  


 7             I told myself I'm just going to say a few words,
  


 8   and that will be it.  But right now, my heart is speaking.
  


 9   Ever since the Man of No Color has set foot on our
  


10   society, there has been changes.  Majority of the time
  


11   it's bad changes.  They have hurt our people, physical,
  


12   mentally, spiritually.  We are tired of being pushed
  


13   around, being told what to do.  Enough is enough.
  


14             Our brave men who set their -- set themselves
  


15   out in the ocean to catch what they could catch -- and
  


16   they have been very successful this year.  God has blessed
  


17   us mightily.  Once again, I -- from the bottom of my
  


18   heart, from the bottom of my heart we plead and we beg
  


19   that you don't allow to do this to us.  They have done
  


20   enough to us.
  


21             You folks out there don't know what it's like to
  


22   live out here.  You have to come out here and live it, to
  


23   understand what we go through.
  


24             Like my boy, he's out there hunting right now.
  


25   I encourage him to go hunting.  I want my freezers filled
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 1   as much as I can get.  We not only feed ourselves, but for
  


 2   the community.  We share.  This is a sharing community.
  


 3   We give first and take whatever is left over.  And still
  


 4   our freezers are full, whether they be in the ice cellar
  


 5   or the new freezers.
  


 6             I don't know what else I can say more because to
  


 7   beg and plead, I don't usually beg or plead, but this time
  


 8   I am.  I am.  I don't beg or plead.  It's for the good of
  


 9   our people.
  


10             But thank you for coming again and listening to
  


11   our comments.  And I hope they really take it to heart and
  


12   understand, truly understand where we are coming from
  


13   before they make this decision whether to do it or not to
  


14   do it.
  


15             Thank you.  Lillian Lane.
  


16                   MS. EVA LONG:  I know I said no to that
  


17   paper.  I'm Eva Long and I'm against offshore whaling
  


18   [sic].  Thank you.  Offshore drilling.  I like whaling.
  


19                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  First of all, I want
  


20   to say my name is Caroline Cannon.  And tonight I wanted
  


21   to listen because it's the people that gives us direction
  


22   as leaders what to say.  We carry the message behind our
  


23   back.  And I just want to commend everyone tonight for
  


24   speaking from your hearts.  Many times I carry that
  


25   luggage.
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 1             When I leave from here with the plane and I get
  


 2   to Kotzebue, there is times I visualize an oil rig.  There
  


 3   is times I visualize black ice.  There is times I cry.  I
  


 4   ask many times, why me?  Why me?  There is leaders in the
  


 5   community with many long knowledge, wisdom.  A gift that
  


 6   can reach out to the people in English or in Inupiaq.
  


 7             There are many times I miss my children's
  


 8   birthdays, anniversaries, but tonight I am very pleased to
  


 9   hear; tonight I am so blessed because it's the same
  


10   message.
  


11             We envision the ocean with the rigs.  I have a
  


12   little reminder from a friend from Valdez, a jar full of
  


13   their rocks with the oil, the black oil, and they just dug
  


14   that not too long ago.  That is my reminder I keep in my
  


15   room.  We are blessed with three whales this year.  We had
  


16   the opportunity to see many things happening within our --
  


17   in our -- in front of us.  A lot of joy.
  


18             And yet we know how damaging it can be if there
  


19   is one drop -- one drop oil -- I mean, oil drop.  We know
  


20   how damaging that can be.  That can be forever.
  


21             I grew up with five brothers, so I never really
  


22   had a chance to put five gallons into our tank.  But one
  


23   time my brothers weren't home.  Mom said I had to go put
  


24   stove oil in our tank, and I cooveed.  I spilled.  I
  


25   cooveed, and I saw that oil go straight to the snow
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 1   rapidly.  And that five gallons was valuable to my
  


 2   parents.  That little drop was valuable to our household.
  


 3   And it broke my heart.  I couldn't contain it.  It spill.
  


 4   It went directly to the ground.
  


 5             So knowing that, at that time I didn't know that
  


 6   that would educate me, somewhat help me to know how
  


 7   crucial or how -- how the materials is as a liquid.
  


 8             So I just want to say that I am so blessed to
  


 9   hear people coming forward.  I'm always speaking them out.
  


10   I'm not trying to put myself up, but when I visit Elders
  


11   and they bless me, keep on, keep on.  And we are facing
  


12   our own people.  Our own people.
  


13             It's hard, but tonight is a critical meeting.
  


14   We have schedules which we shared with -- we had a meeting
  


15   with the group earlier.  And we shared that our
  


16   calendar -- our subsistence way of life evolves on the
  


17   weather.  We can't program and say we are going to catch
  


18   oogruks in two weeks.  We can't program this and say we
  


19   are going to go with this.  We have to do it while it's
  


20   available, while it's here.  A lot of us want to be out
  


21   there, but I'm glad that we have some people here.  Many
  


22   times have we had meetings, and there is only a handful.
  


23             And I envision our rich heritage, our culture
  


24   and the live berries if we don't speak up when it's
  


25   already too late.  But I'm so grateful that we had
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 1   mentors, the people before us, our Elders, that were vocal
  


 2   that liked to say their piece, our mentors that protected
  


 3   our land, our ocean.  They cared.  There is many -- and
  


 4   yet at that time they cared, but they weren't -- they
  


 5   weren't given compensation.  No meeting fees.
  


 6             A lot of times we have to travel with what
  


 7   little we have in our pocket.  If you go to D.C., you
  


 8   can't get anywhere without a cab.  There are hotels.  You
  


 9   think it's ridiculous here in Alaska; $200 a night in
  


10   Anchorage during the summer rate?  It's 3-, $400 over
  


11   there.  What little money you have, if they put you in
  


12   a -- in a hotel, you're going to see little critters
  


13   because we can't afford that.  We can't afford that
  


14   lifestyle.  But it's critical that we have a voice.
  


15             I just want to say thank you.  Thank you for
  


16   opening the doors because these doors were shut before.
  


17   Believe me, they were shut.  There are open doors now.
  


18   There is opportunities for Native tribes to get up and
  


19   speak and to be recognized.  Sometimes you feel like you
  


20   are walking the trail by yourself when you don't have
  


21   nothing.  But it has to be heard.  You have to be heard
  


22   irregardless.
  


23             Remember the big issue about those coupons on
  


24   the beds not too long ago?  Many times we have to sleep in
  


25   a hotel that's not even worth it.  Don't want to even get
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 1   inside the blankets because that's how it looks.
  


 2   Sometimes it's filthy.  Who in their right mind would
  


 3   travel for five or six days?
  


 4             There are times you can barely get 300.  People
  


 5   think we make money.  We don't.  We are a tribal
  


 6   government with very little.  I know someone had made a
  


 7   comment many times in our meetings that it's just like
  


 8   pennies.  But you know what?  The reward is so big when
  


 9   you land a whale, the reward is so great when you have
  


10   that celebration, when you recognize that child that was
  


11   born this year, when you see an Elder crying from their
  


12   heart, quuyah.  The reward is so great.
  


13             Many times we speak.  We testify over and over
  


14   and over again.  But it's through your prayers that we are
  


15   able to stand firm.  Our mentors and our God (Speaking in
  


16   Inupiaq), the whaling captains, the umialiks back in the
  


17   day.  But with honor, with respect.  And it is because of
  


18   them we are standing here today.
  


19             I get curious many times as I travel, why aren't
  


20   they including the coastal villages such as Savoonga,
  


21   Gambell, Kivalina?  Because it's those three villages,
  


22   when they see me on the road or when they see me in the
  


23   airport or wherever, they come and thank me.  They don't
  


24   go to their villages to go get their -- to get their
  


25   public comments, but they are -- they are being impacted.
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 1   We need to include them.  I don't have -- I don't know
  


 2   their -- their background.  I know the walrus is crucial
  


 3   to them, to Savoonga and Diomede for the covering of the
  


 4   boat.  That's all I know.  But at one time they used to
  


 5   come here with boats to celebrate with us.
  


 6             There is a lot of issues that were said tonight,
  


 7   a lot of critical ones, but I just want to commend --
  


 8   commend the BOEMRE -- sometimes we say bummer.  But thanks
  


 9   for taking this time and giving us the adequate time as
  


10   you go around a circle.  I heard many, many, many
  


11   heartfelt testimonies coming from your heart because I
  


12   feel like this is one of the last meetings that's going to
  


13   occur.  We have to exercise our rights as human beings.
  


14             I don't want my great-grandkids to go to the
  


15   library and say oh, my amua did this.  Did they really do
  


16   this?  No.  I want them to have that opportunity to
  


17   practice what we do today.
  


18             I just thank you all for saying and coming and
  


19   saying your piece.  I felt it tonight like never before.
  


20   But I stress that you need to go to the other villages,
  


21   the villages that I mentioned that are being impacted.  I
  


22   know July is just around the corner, but it's critical
  


23   that they be heard.  Nome needs to be one station, one
  


24   area.  They have whaling communities in that area.
  


25             Climate change is one thing that we are seeing
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 1   firsthand (Speaking in Inupiaq).  Our weather has changed,
  


 2   the ice condition, you name it.  But I don't want to echo
  


 3   what everybody has been saying.  There is a lot of good
  


 4   statements.  I came here tonight.  And we would like to
  


 5   see the reports.  We want it on the Internet.  We wanted
  


 6   to be able to have access to it because where is Point
  


 7   Hope.
  


 8             And I'm just grateful that there is a whaling
  


 9   captain's wife over here.  She said this land is my land.
  


10   To see her grandkids here, when you have tutichiats, I
  


11   visit her house and I see her grandkids.  Many grandkids.
  


12   So I was thankful that the Lord blessed them with a whale,
  


13   the hard work it takes to land a whale to prepare.
  


14             I'm thankful for the Kinneeveauks.  I'm thankful
  


15   for the Lanes, the Killigvuks, that we were able to
  


16   celebrate the true meaning of being a (Speaking in
  


17   Inupiaq), and to share with our brothers and sisters
  


18   hagmaktus [Inupiaq ph].  I want to thank my uma Leo for
  


19   coming home and sharing his knowledge with the songs that
  


20   he has that we have yet to learn because they are so
  


21   precious in our hearts.  They are so, so -- so much who we
  


22   are.
  


23             I said enough, but again, I want to thank
  


24   everyone for coming.  Taikuu.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
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 1   much.  Sir, would you like another opportunity?
  


 2                   UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Shakes head.)
  


 3                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am?
  


 4                   MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  Hi, I'm Margaret
  


 5   Oktollik, and I'm against offshore drilling, and it is --
  


 6   I haven't been home for many years, and it is good to go
  


 7   home to the whaling tradition, and it is a very -- it
  


 8   describes the whale spread around the whole village,
  


 9   and it's going to hurt when they do the drilling and
  


10   it's -- I don't know why they choose this place right now
  


11   because I grew up here in Point Hope.  And I -- we live
  


12   off the shore and the land.  And I don't know why it's
  


13   coming right now.
  


14             My kids are learning the tradition, too, and
  


15   it's -- the tradition is the main culture around here in
  


16   Point Hope.  This is the oldest village in Point Hope --
  


17   in Alaska.  We -- it's -- it's -- it's -- this place is
  


18   critical right now.  I mean, I don't know.  It's fine to
  


19   be home and it's good to see everybody sharing, everybody
  


20   getting along.  And the community is still the same, and I
  


21   hope it stays this way.  And I want my kids to see how
  


22   much it is to love one another and share with one another
  


23   and care for each and every one.  My kids really love
  


24   being home.  I'm against everything.  I'm done.
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am, would
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 1   you like another comment, please?
  


 2                   MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  My husband is a
  


 3   whaling captain.  You know, I was thinking while you guys
  


 4   were all talking about money and having food in the
  


 5   freezer.  Every time we have money, we spend it and the
  


 6   next day you have no more money.  But you still have the
  


 7   food of -- the Native food that we share through the
  


 8   villages everywhere.  All over the Alaska peoples trying
  


 9   the mikigaq and everything.  If I was a millionaire, I
  


10   would have every one of these poor little people go to
  


11   every meeting you guys have.
  


12             But, you know, the only thing I'm proud to be,
  


13   to tell you guys the truth, that I love to be Native
  


14   American to share our traditional ways.  And I will fight
  


15   for what we are doing right now.  And when we teach our
  


16   kids how to say no when the bad things are -- when we have
  


17   bad things, we say no.
  


18             And this -- these things we are trying to say
  


19   no, which you guys can't hear.  And we are trying to tell
  


20   you guys over and over, no means no.  Like we always teach
  


21   our kids, no, you can't do this.  But what's the use?  You
  


22   guys have to open your ears and open your hearts because
  


23   you know -- but every time we have money we spend it, but
  


24   we still have the Native foods with us for the rest of our
  


25   lives.  We can't change.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







80


  
 1             And the ocean -- you guys eat, too.  Like the
  


 2   fish, like the shrimp, crabs.  You guys eat those things,
  


 3   too.  It hurts you peoples, too.  Not only us, because you
  


 4   guys love to eat those things, too.  And I -- you know,
  


 5   common sense that you have to use, too.
  


 6             But I respect each and every one of you guys and
  


 7   the ones that are fighting for us, like Caroline and
  


 8   Oktollik, to fight for us.  And we are making them strong
  


 9   to respect them.  We pay for them to help us.  But they
  


10   are -- they are doing their best, but we pray for them to
  


11   be strong for us because we can't do it.  And I respect
  


12   them, for them peoples to doing that for us.  And you
  


13   know, we said no.
  


14             And thank you.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  


16   Would you like to make a comment?  You okay?  Okay.  Thank
  


17   you.  Would you like to make a comment?  Okay.
  


18             Well, it's getting late but, then, again, I want
  


19   to make sure everybody feels their voice was heard.  This
  


20   is important.  So is there anybody else that would like to
  


21   raise their hand and say something?  I mean, I don't want
  


22   to exclude anyone.
  


23                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  We heard a lot that
  


24   was said earlier.  There were a lot of points that were
  


25   made, and really valid points.  We need jobs.  We need
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 1   this oil.  We don't like being poor.  We expect to be
  


 2   respected.  Treat us like everyone else.  This is not
  


 3   Ecuador.  Those people had their oil stolen right from
  


 4   under them.  They had to go to the UN.  So did we.  And
  


 5   the UN combined Ecuador and us together in regards to
  


 6   discrimination against indigenous peoples.  Five
  


 7   transnational corporations through their resolution that
  


 8   they passed in 1989 and did their investigation, and we
  


 9   responded.
  


10             Our issue was Prudhoe Bay at that time.  We
  


11   didn't get a chance to talk about offshore, but we did
  


12   indicate what our impacts were with that Prudhoe Bay.  The
  


13   impacts on those animals that live up there, the birds
  


14   that live up there, the migratory life.  And we were very
  


15   thorough about the impacts that had taken place back then.
  


16   There were 200 holes in that Trans-Alaska Pipeline back
  


17   then.  And the person who blew the whistle was persecuted.
  


18   And this was testified before.
  


19             But getting back to jobs, oil, opportunities,
  


20   business, and they talk about that place up there.  I have
  


21   been working for a village corporation since 1983.  I had
  


22   to be involved with title recovery in regards to those
  


23   people that had filed for Native allotments as their own
  


24   from the federal government.  They almost did not get any
  


25   of their allotments on the coast because the federal
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 1   government said it is valuable for oil and gas.  And that
  


 2   is reserved to the United States.  And if you have got
  


 3   evidence otherwise, please provide it to us.  Naturally,
  


 4   we did, but they made that statement.  So there is oil
  


 5   here on shore.
  


 6             In 1980, the Alaska Lands Interest Conservation
  


 7   Lands Act [sic], ANILCA they call it, mandated an
  


 8   inventory of every square inch of Alaska.  What minerals
  


 9   are there?  What oil is there?  Did they let us know?  No,
  


10   they didn't let us know where everything is.  They want
  


11   to -- they wanted us not to know because of this
  


12   competitive arrangement, competition, intellectual
  


13   property.  But we have oil here.  We need to know in order
  


14   to make a clear decision.
  


15             Is it really the end of the world when there is
  


16   more than 50 years of oil in the Lower 48 for the whole
  


17   country?  Tar sands and shale oil.  What about Prudhoe
  


18   Bay, the Shuvlik formation, the shale there, which will
  


19   last and keep that pipeline alive through 2074 at 660,000
  


20   barrels a day then.
  


21             And we got this impression that was hitting us
  


22   hard in the year 2000 during the Bush Administration's
  


23   last phases.  This is a crisis.  We got no oil.  What are
  


24   we going to do?  And a couple of Senators and Congressmen
  


25   stand up and say, hey, wait a minute.  There is 62,000,000
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 1   acres that are leased now.  And you are not even touching
  


 2   it?  And you want to go offshore over there?  You want to
  


 3   go offshore in California?  We said no to that.  But you
  


 4   still want to do it, and yet you have 62,000,000 acres
  


 5   sitting right there leased, and it's not being developed.
  


 6             What's wrong with this picture?  Is there a
  


 7   national security issue?  Is there a problem?  There is
  


 8   all this controversial propaganda, whatever, that's being
  


 9   pressed upon us without true facts as to exactly what is
  


10   there.  Naturally we brought it up to the oil companies
  


11   when they come in our doors and we close the door and they
  


12   sit around and talk and have tea with us, business.  And
  


13   we say, hey, wait a minute, there is oil right there.  How
  


14   come you don't want that?  There is nothing there.  It's
  


15   over there, but not here.  Which is a finite lie.  And why
  


16   did they lie?  Because that oil over there is free.  There
  


17   is no tax.
  


18             As a matter of fact, there was incentives until
  


19   Obama said, hey, wait a minute, there is something wrong
  


20   with this picture.  We are paying you guys to take this
  


21   oil, you know.  How are we going to deal with our deficit?
  


22             So we have all this oil on shore, and these oil
  


23   companies running around with their temptation, that
  


24   apple.  And they are even picking on our leadership, our
  


25   business and saying that's the only way to go when we
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 1   haven't really got a clear picture what we really are --
  


 2   what we really have here.
  


 3             This area is the largest oil patch in the world.
  


 4   We are sitting on a bowl.  The edge of the bowl is Point
  


 5   Hope, Wainwright, Point Lay.  And it's being sucked from
  


 6   the middle, not from the edge.  And we are left with
  


 7   nothing, because it's being stolen from over here from
  


 8   next door way far away.  They really should deal with what
  


 9   there is now and what you can deal with now and quit
  


10   messing around with stuff that we can't deal with.  There
  


11   is no technology to clean up oil in broken ice.
  


12             Did you see those pictures from the Norway
  


13   study, from the Canadian MacKenzie study?  Those ice were
  


14   far apart from each other, lots of water, no wind.  Great
  


15   job.  We can do it.  I looked at satellite photos all year
  


16   looking at the ice formations.  We had a tough year.  All
  


17   the way from Barrow to here, that ice really moved around.
  


18   There would have been no way to clean up.  We just finally
  


19   lost some of this ice just recently.  It's been stuck for
  


20   a while.
  


21             Our businesses have opportunities, but they are
  


22   being abused by oil companies for gold instead of silver,
  


23   as a figure of speech.  The technology is not for the
  


24   offshore yet, but the technology sure is for onshore.  If
  


25   the federal government has told me this is valuable for
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 1   oil and gas, then let's deal with it here before we even
  


 2   go offshore.  Work on that technology because the
  


 3   technology has not changed through Arctic research,
  


 4   through the National Science Foundation, over the years
  


 5   has not changed at all.  They have to be forced into it or
  


 6   something to come out with a way to deal with this.
  


 7             I don't know if you remember the Santa Barbara
  


 8   accident in the '60s, but the depth of that accident is
  


 9   the very same depth as that -- those areas over there, 150
  


10   feet deep.  And when that thing leaked, it tore the
  


11   ground, and you can't plug a torn ground.  And how fast
  


12   did that oil spread in 150 feet of water versus a mile?
  


13   It went fast.  Did they actually clean it up?  Did they
  


14   plug it?  That's what we are faced with here.
  


15             This is shallow water, and there is talk about
  


16   weakening and streamlining regulations on shallow water.
  


17   That was on the news today.  That's what they want to do.
  


18   But it's shallow water.  It's like an hourglass.  And I
  


19   don't see how that was missed.  But at the same time,
  


20   there is oil on shore outside of the petroleum reserve.
  


21   Our businesses should have control over that.  That was
  


22   why they were formed with that relationship with the
  


23   federal government under this forceful Alaska Native
  


24   Claims Settlement Act, with that partnership arrangement
  


25   for the economic opportunity for that corporation and ours
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 1   to do it in our impacted areas per testimony back then
  


 2   with that expectation.  But these oil companies got in the
  


 3   way and attempt offshore.
  


 4             And it really gives you a picture with regards
  


 5   to what Alaska has said, what the governor has said.  And
  


 6   what is his background?  A lobbyist for oil companies.
  


 7   Even though we get nothing out of it, he say we are going
  


 8   to get jobs.  It's a good thing.  When that pipeline runs
  


 9   through, it runs through the National Petroleum Reserve.
  


10             Is it taxable by the North Slope Borough?  No.
  


11   It's federal property.  Is it taxable by the tribe?  Yes.
  


12   But has the tribe practiced it?  No.  Has there been
  


13   technical assistance to make it happen?  No.  Has it been
  


14   through court rulings that ruled in favor of that tribal
  


15   government?  Yes.  Has there been technical assistance
  


16   provided?  No.  To make it happen as the
  


17   government-to-government in regards to delegation of
  


18   authority as a government-to-government.
  


19             We are equal, almost like clones, whether we
  


20   like it or not.  And we share that responsibility.  But
  


21   there is so much oil that's on shore.  BP just purchased
  


22   property next to the pipeline, 30-some-odd thousand acres.
  


23   And that oil there is, what, 17,000,000,000 barrels, which
  


24   will last us until 2074.  At 660 [sic] barrels in 2074.
  


25             And so we keep hearing from personnel from the
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 1   federal government that we have a national security
  


 2   problem.  This is an urgent issue.  We need this oil.  But
  


 3   at the same time, we are hearing these other things, which
  


 4   nobody really knows about.  I mean, I have to beg to
  


 5   Google to get that information and see and talk to other
  


 6   people to see what's going on while we still haven't seen
  


 7   what ANILCA has provided on that mandate of inventory of
  


 8   the land.
  


 9             So there isn't -- we have no oil.  It's just
  


10   that there was interest that was shown.  When you look at
  


11   those technical reports that were done in the '70s, you
  


12   notice that there is an interesting trend in regards to
  


13   location.  Nome, Kotzebue, Cook Inlet, Aleutians.  And who
  


14   did them?  KPMG, an accounting company.  Are they
  


15   trustworthy?  What did they focus on?  Were their
  


16   biological studies accurate?  And how much did they focus
  


17   on that?
  


18             There are over 50 technical reports that were
  


19   provided by your website that I tried to look through.
  


20   There were three for the Navarin Basin, maybe one or two
  


21   for the Nome area, one or two for Kotzebue, about
  


22   20-some-odd for the Beaufort, maybe six for the Hope
  


23   Basin, Point Hope area.  The Point Hope area was focusing
  


24   on Kotzebue information because we refused to cooperate.
  


25   So there is technical missing information.  Whether -- you
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 1   know, I mean, that information needs to be looked at and
  


 2   taken seriously.
  


 3             In regards to technical knowledge or
  


 4   intellectual knowledge or intellectual property, Brown &
  


 5   Associates, who is your contractor, had only gone to Point
  


 6   Lay for the Hope basin sale 193.  They did not get
  


 7   information from Wainwright or Point Hope for the Hope
  


 8   basin sale 193.  Point Lay was the only source for EPA.  I
  


 9   don't know if Brown & Associates worked for anyone else,
  


10   but they did admit to EPA -- admit that that was what they
  


11   got when they started talking about their permits, water,
  


12   air.
  


13             We have the right for taxation.  The situation
  


14   that we are faced with doesn't make any sense.  The State
  


15   is literally trying to give away its oil because of this
  


16   offshore situation.  And the governor is getting whipped
  


17   for trying to do it.  Say, hey, wait a minute, man, you
  


18   are giving it away.  We are paying 80 cents on the dollar
  


19   for you to drill oil.  We are reimbursing you 80 cents on
  


20   the dollar here in Alaska on shore.  And we are willing to
  


21   give you even more.  And that's when the governor got
  


22   slapped around.
  


23             But I truly believe that there is oil here on
  


24   shore.  I don't know why they are not going after that.
  


25   It's safer.  For all we know, it's more than what ANWR
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 1   has.  And this is outside of the petroleum reserve.  We
  


 2   are not even talking about Kotzebue, Fairbanks.
  


 3             Their situation is -- is an interesting one; so
  


 4   is ours.  We have to give 70 percent away.  Are we going
  


 5   to deal with that?  Have you ever decided to give away 70
  


 6   percent of your paycheck to someone else?  That's what we
  


 7   are faced with.  Onshore.
  


 8             And if the government is willing to reimburse us
  


 9   for that, then maybe you got something going.  But still
  


10   our government -- our businesses should have an
  


11   opportunity to develop what is theirs onshore and not be
  


12   told by these oil companies that's the way to go.  You
  


13   don't have any oil.  Well, that might not even be true.
  


14   We need to know what the real facts are because I don't
  


15   know what they are.  I'm trying to understand.
  


16                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Excuse me.  Can we
  


17   have some water or something?  We are getting dry.
  


18                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  I think we are going to
  


19   have to take a short break.  Let's take a short break
  


20   here.  And I know our recorder needs to take a break, too.
  


21   So let's take a ten-minute break.  And if people want to
  


22   make additional comments, we can come back.
  


23              (A break was taken.)
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I know it's late,
  


25   and people have been here a long time.  And we probably --
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 1   I know we should have had the break sooner.  I didn't
  


 2   realize that the coffee maker is locked up.  And I asked
  


 3   where is the coffee, and the coffee maker is locked up.
  


 4   Next time we will know they have the room unlocked with
  


 5   the coffee maker to make the --
  


 6                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Just tell the oil
  


 7   companies to send us pop and water.
  


 8                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  The oil company?
  


 9                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Yes.
  


10                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They can do that.  I
  


11   can't.  But then I will be breaking the law if I drank
  


12   their coffee.  Okay.  We went around the room once.  We
  


13   had the names.  We asked for anybody who wanted to speak.
  


14   I want to make sure no one leaves here feeling they didn't
  


15   have a chance to express the way they feel.  So right now
  


16   if anybody else would like to speak, I want to make sure
  


17   no one feels they didn't -- they didn't get it on the
  


18   table here.  This is important.  Going once.
  


19                   MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'm just curious how
  


20   much weight bearing are these hearings for the Secretary
  


21   of Interior when he makes his decisions?  Is he going to
  


22   be reading all of these comments?  Is he going to be aware
  


23   of how we feel?  Is he going to get this totally in
  


24   writing in front of him in black and white?
  


25                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  My understanding is --
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 1   they are the experts.  We take everything verbatim.  There
  


 2   is also summaries prepared.  They are available to the
  


 3   Secretary and the staff.  Whatever format they want it in,
  


 4   the Secretary and staff, we provide it.  We make sure the
  


 5   verbatim transcripts are available, summaries are
  


 6   available, everything.  And once you pass it up the chain,
  


 7   we only have so much influence.  But one thing we have to
  


 8   focus on is to make sure no matter what is said, whatever
  


 9   is recorded is available and put on the table.  I mean, we
  


10   can promise you that.  That's our job.  There was
  


11   another --
  


12                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Does the Secretary
  


13   ever make a comment?  I mean does he ever -- about the
  


14   concern at that they made, does he ever talk about -- does
  


15   he ever talk?  I mean --
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, he has talked among
  


17   his staff.  Sometime he will --
  


18                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  But we never hear
  


19   from him.
  


20                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  They send us.  And I
  


21   will take the message back that you want to hear from him.
  


22                   MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  I want to know what
  


23   he have to say after he listen to all the comments.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Leo, do you want to say
  


25   something?
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 1                   MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Aggie
  


 2   Frankson-Henry, for the record.  My question is on seismic
  


 3   testing.  When did they start seismic testing in the
  


 4   Chukchi Sea and Bering Sea?  Who gave them the permits to
  


 5   do seismic testing?  What effects does it have on -- on
  


 6   people, on the Inupiat people?  And what effects does it
  


 7   have on the marine mammals?  What marine mammals die from
  


 8   seismic testing?  Those are my questions because we rely
  


 9   on those resources, and the marine mammals rely on those
  


10   resources such as plankton and all the other bottomless
  


11   sea creatures.  I see pictures of seismic testing and what
  


12   it does in the bottomless ocean floor.
  


13             And why can't people look back when they are
  


14   doing seismic testing?  Is it -- is it caused by
  


15   radiation?  What is the scientific knowledge of scientific
  


16   testing and the effects it has and the impact it has
  


17   within the coastal communities of the Arctic Slope?
  


18             We need to know about seismic testing.  We need
  


19   to know these, and we need these answers back in black and
  


20   white.  Like from -- like -- like we need to hear also
  


21   from the input of the environmental impact statements, the
  


22   final decisionmaker, his comments on our comments.  We
  


23   haven't -- you know, it's -- it's really important.  It's
  


24   really important to know because we know how many
  


25   decibels -- how many decibels does it -- does it impact
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 1   the marine mammals?  How many decibels does it take to
  


 2   impact the creatures in the bottom of the sea?  Does it do
  


 3   something to the bowhead whale's stomach, seismic testing?
  


 4   Does it pop the drum, eardrums of the seals?
  


 5             It's like standing -- to me it would be standing
  


 6   in this building with a lot of speakers in a concert,
  


 7   maybe even more.  I don't know how many -- I mean, put
  


 8   that by a whale.  Let us have a picture of all those
  


 9   speakers that, you know, that affects the marine mammals.
  


10   We need to know these things.  Who gives them the right to
  


11   do seismic testing?  How come they never come to our
  


12   community so that we can oppose seismic testing along the
  


13   coastal communities?  These are important.  And we know
  


14   that offshore development, if it doesn't come, you know --
  


15             Our mayor -- I support the mayor of the North
  


16   Slope Borough.  He's getting really worried now within his
  


17   statements in the -- in the newspapers today in -- in ADN
  


18   or Arctic Sounder, you know, with -- what do they call
  


19   that?  It's within the communities along the -- the Arctic
  


20   and the other communities within that one, that the State
  


21   of Alaska did not pass or it didn't go into -- the coastal
  


22   management zone.  Yes.  No, that's --
  


23             Can BOEMRE try to help us and ask the governor
  


24   or go to the State of Alaska to encourage them that we
  


25   need to be heard, the coastal communities within the
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 1   coastal management zone?  Is it possible?  We know we get
  


 2   our education when we go to elementary school, high
  


 3   school, and further on our education.  And they are all
  


 4   federally and State funded, along with our housing.  And
  


 5   now we are seeing all this devastation in the Lower 48
  


 6   because of tornadoes or hurricanes or flooding now.  And
  


 7   we really do hurt for the people down there.  We really
  


 8   care.  And I think that the federal government should care
  


 9   like they should care for us, too, that are going to be
  


10   highly impacted if there is an oil spill.
  


11             Thank you.
  


12                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  On
  


13   this side of the room, any other comments before I go back
  


14   to that side of the room?
  


15                   MS. LILLIAN AANAURAQ LANE:  Lillian
  


16   Aanauraq Lane.  I think the bottom line of all of this is
  


17   that if anything is going to harm our animals out in the
  


18   ocean, and once that is harmed, it will affect -- it will
  


19   have an effect on -- a ripple effect on everything that
  


20   depends on them.  And we don't want that to happen.
  


21                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I walk way
  


22   back there.  Anybody else over here or back here?  As I
  


23   walk back to this side of the room, it looks like we are
  


24   getting ready to wrap this up.  Everybody is tired.
  


25                   MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'd like to invite
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 1   every one of you over to my home even before you fly out
  


 2   tonight, if you are flying tonight.  Look in my freezers.
  


 3   You are going to see all what's in my freezers.  That's
  


 4   all going to be Eskimo food.  You will see my big family
  


 5   and, without that, we wouldn't -- we would be in so much
  


 6   poverty, we would be starving to death.
  


 7             I mean, I want you to go back and tell the
  


 8   Secretary of Interior that we -- we depend on these --
  


 9   these animals, these mammals, all of our sea mammals to
  


10   eat every single day of our lives.  It's -- my kids are
  


11   raised on it.  I mean, my husband hunts them.  Our family
  


12   hunts them.  You know, I invite every one of you to go
  


13   look in my freezer.  Everybody else in this community, I'm
  


14   sure they would give you that same offer.  Their freezers
  


15   are full of Eskimo food, nothing else.
  


16                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
  


17   Jack, did I see your hand?
  


18                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Jack Schaefer again.
  


19   Seismic, now that it was touched on.  There is an
  


20   exemption for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
  


21   National Marine Fisheries Service on addressing impacts
  


22   and having public hearings and doing something about their
  


23   authorizations for incidental take and the impacts on
  


24   animals for seismic activities.  Native Village of Point
  


25   Hope went to court three years in a row and lost three


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







96


  
 1   years in a row because when the judge made a decision, the
  


 2   season was over and it was moot.
  


 3             But seismic testing has started in the '70s.
  


 4   And then it continued on for a nine-year program from 1980
  


 5   to 1989.  And they did 2-D seismic from the Canadian
  


 6   border all the way to Point Hope, every square inch.  At
  


 7   that very same time we were dealing with the United
  


 8   Nations on the impacts of animals also doing one on Red
  


 9   Dog Mine.  There was something like seven out of ten seals
  


10   that were sinking in the winter.  They were skinny.  They
  


11   don't sink, but they were malnourished.  And we reported
  


12   that to the UN and then we were distracted by this Project
  


13   Chariot issue cleanup.  So we were never able to follow
  


14   through on that issue.
  


15             Now, it took a while for them to recover.  And
  


16   now we have gone through another three years of the
  


17   seismic stuff.  And there is still more to go.
  


18             Someone had asked in one of the earlier hearings
  


19   a couple years ago to define seismic.  And that person
  


20   went home and looked in the dictionary and found out that
  


21   the definition of seismic is earth shattering.  So it's --
  


22   you know, it's hard to deal with this as if we are talking
  


23   to numb people that can't hear or are numb to this and
  


24   don't respond.
  


25             One employee out of NMFS did admit that he was
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 1   retiring and he said that straight out before we started
  


 2   our hearing -- I mean, during the hearing.  And so there
  


 3   were three hearings on seismic, but we never got anything
  


 4   done with it, but we did have impacts.  We have impacts
  


 5   now.  Nobody is willing to carry a camera around.  I heard
  


 6   that walruses and seals had blown eardrums.  The walruses
  


 7   were distracted from Kaktovik straight to Russia when
  


 8   Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission gave the go-ahead for
  


 9   seismic activities over there.
  


10             We didn't get to fill up our freezers that year.
  


11   That was three years ago.  We reported to the National
  


12   Marine Fisheries Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, and
  


13   their response was that it was normal.  They assigned it
  


14   to a veteran who had worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
  


15   Service for decades, John Trent, who was soon to retire or
  


16   die on the job.  So he was able to say that with a
  


17   numbness.
  


18             It's -- it's hard to deal with this stuff and
  


19   try to explain, but at the same time, having these type of
  


20   things being brought back to us as, you are not a
  


21   scientist; you don't have any photographs; we don't
  


22   remember these tests that were taking place in the past;
  


23   we don't know how much of a time frame we gave for
  


24   recovery.  Was there very much tomcod this year?  Last
  


25   year?  From seismic part of the food chain was lost.
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 1             Again, there will be some nourishment problems
  


 2   with part of the food chain because of seismic, which is
  


 3   another reason why there should be time to wait until
  


 4   these species recover from this earth-shattering
  


 5   experience that they went through with this 2-D, 3-D that
  


 6   were done by China and the United States.
  


 7             One of the interesting statements that were made
  


 8   or in response was we were completely unaware of this, but
  


 9   in 2006 there is this group that is called the Indigenous
  


10   Peoples Council for Marine Mammals.  Had two federal
  


11   agencies administering the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
  


12   Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries
  


13   Service entered into an umbrella agreement on how to
  


14   negotiate these section 119 cooperative agreements.  We
  


15   were completely unaware that this was going on.  I didn't
  


16   know about it.
  


17             When the tribe said no, they went to these
  


18   nonprofit organizations.  Beluga whale, polar bear, fur
  


19   seal.  Whaling Commission got this agreement, we will
  


20   protect these animals.  But they called it conflict
  


21   avoidance agreement, good neighbor policy, whatever.
  


22   Whether there was complete attention focused on that is
  


23   unclear because whenever my uncle went to talk to Diomede,
  


24   to Gambell, when they talked about their seal, their
  


25   walrus, they said, hey, wait a minute, there is something,
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 1   you know -- and whale.  They indicated, well, I don't
  


 2   agree with this agreement.
  


 3             Nevertheless, there is this agreement in 2006,
  


 4   which I personally feel is something that's not legal.
  


 5   That delegation of authority was done for the purposes of
  


 6   providing funding and providing a better way of managing
  


 7   animals and having a cooperative agreement with the State
  


 8   to manage these animals.
  


 9             But what did they do instead?  They go ahead and
  


10   do the same thing on the side to allow industry to create
  


11   these impacts which we can't deal with in a legal
  


12   position.  And so part of this food chain is broken and we
  


13   are way behind on this intellectual property.  The
  


14   information in regards to the Chukchi Sea as to what
  


15   impacts have taken place now as from those seismic tests
  


16   and allowing it to recover is something that needs to be
  


17   done so that we can continue to survive.
  


18             You know, everyone said that -- that we get our
  


19   food from the ocean.  Go buy a steak at the store.  It's
  


20   $24 a pound.  And meat is something that you like, unless
  


21   you are a vegetarian.  And if you are a vegetarian, you
  


22   got black eyes like an Indian.  And I got to have meat.  I
  


23   have to have meat.  I just have to do it.  Otherwise I'm a
  


24   98-pound weakling.  And we have no other way.  We don't
  


25   have any other way.
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 1             Money don't grow on trees and it doesn't rain
  


 2   animals.  We have to go out and get them.  They come to
  


 3   us, and that's how we live.  And we have no other way.
  


 4   Aside from that, you know, it's a -- you know, it's an act
  


 5   of -- it's an imminent threat.  Native Village of Gambell
  


 6   used that term.  The United States responded by saying the
  


 7   imminent threat doesn't click until we turn that first
  


 8   stone on the ocean floor.  And what did Bush say?  We got
  


 9   an imminent threat from this Al Quaida, or whatever we
  


10   call these people.  And he went in there and did his
  


11   damage because he said there was this imminent threat.
  


12             It's funny how that imminent threat definition
  


13   had changed and evolved from the 1980s to now to the time
  


14   that, you know, Bush had done his thing.
  


15             But we are faced with that.  That threat is
  


16   emotional, mental until it hits our nutritional needs, and
  


17   it already had with the walrus and the tomcod, which the
  


18   seal survive on.  How long will it take for us to see that
  


19   decline in the population?
  


20             And we haven't even talked about some other
  


21   outside interests that cause influence on us.  When I was
  


22   young, my grandmother used to skin and take the face off
  


23   of seals, and she sold each face for $2.50.  There was a
  


24   bounty on seals.  This was -- I remember it in 1967, 1968,
  


25   when I tried to use one of them as a Frisbee, she got on
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 1   my case, my grandma.
  


 2                   MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  Not the face, the
  


 3   head.
  


 4                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  With the eyes, too?
  


 5                   MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  No, just the head,
  


 6   the seal head.
  


 7                   MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  So I decided to ask,
  


 8   what was that about?  Was it an environmental issue?  Was
  


 9   it a health issue?  Was it from nuclear testing that took
  


10   place in 1955 in the Arctic Ocean by the U.S. government?
  


11   What was it?  The only person I knew to ask was John Trent
  


12   because he's been with us for decades.  So he decided to
  


13   look into it, and he came to an answer.  And he said it
  


14   was the commercial fisheries had indicated that the seal
  


15   had caused problems with their nets and therefore has
  


16   caused a bounty at $2.50 per.  And my grandma, she was
  


17   able to get her chewing tobacco with that.
  


18             But there was an act that had taken place that
  


19   we had no control over but were very fortunate to live
  


20   through.  But it didn't get carried away.  And I don't
  


21   know how it stopped, but I just asked on a memory that I
  


22   had.  I thought it was an environmental one.  It turned
  


23   out to be a commercial outside interest influence,
  


24   commercial fisheries.
  


25             Management of renewable resources is so
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 1   important, and it's a responsibility for the federal
  


 2   government in regarding and maintaining the optimum
  


 3   sustained yield of all species and to step in when that
  


 4   delegation of authority has been betrayed or failed by a
  


 5   state.
  


 6             We had seen recently that for the second year in
  


 7   a row since we started to look at this that Yukon River
  


 8   people cannot get salmon for subsistence purposes, and
  


 9   that's because of commercial fisheries bycatch.  And we
  


10   did explain this and indicate that that was a problem,
  


11   both to Salazar when he came to Barrow that there is this
  


12   full faith and credit issue that needs to be addressed in
  


13   regards to what happens to other people has to be
  


14   respected by us also in regards to whatever judicial
  


15   rulings had taken place.  We treat everybody the same.
  


16   This is the United States.
  


17             So this -- really need to look at this whole
  


18   picture and take another look and take another approach
  


19   and avoid this dictation or forceful arrangement that is
  


20   done by these oil companies to look at other areas which
  


21   are in their interest and not in ours because they get
  


22   this for free.  There is nothing that's in our interest at
  


23   all.  We don't get a single dime out of it.  There is
  


24   probably one or two people from this community that will
  


25   work there that has any training at all, and no one else.
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 1             There is so much influx from the Lower 48, both
  


 2   onshore and offshore in oil and gas development.  There is
  


 3   a lot of oil out there that can be developed elsewhere we
  


 4   shouldn't even be talking about it.  The discussion should
  


 5   have died when we said and when you agreed and when others
  


 6   agreed that you can't clean up oil in ice.  End of
  


 7   conversation.  But it's still going on today, you know.
  


 8             And there should be an investigation on the
  


 9   State, on this whole process is to, you know, doing an
  


10   inventory.  And it shouldn't be focusing on the State.  We
  


11   asked the previous hearing who is responsible for this.
  


12   There were other states.  Rhode Island said no to
  


13   offshore, and the federal government honored that.  But
  


14   did that happen to Alaska?  No.  The governor said, come
  


15   on down.  We welcome you.  And that's -- that's the
  


16   situation we are in.  The governor gave his blessings.
  


17             The State is involved.  They have this
  


18   arrangement with the federal government.  What happened to
  


19   the tribes that are on the equal level of the federal
  


20   government and higher than the State of Alaska?  And why
  


21   aren't we active on this coastal zone management program
  


22   in regards to local control, local decisionmaking that
  


23   Governor Murkowski, Frank Murkowski, killed when he
  


24   amended that coastal zone management program while he was
  


25   the governor of Alaska.
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 1             And there is publications or statements staying
  


 2   that we are going to lose this coastal zone management
  


 3   program.  It's going to die on the 30th, and local people
  


 4   won't have any input.  They didn't have any input.  It was
  


 5   killed by Frank Murkowski.  And the tribes had that right.
  


 6             And Santa Barbara brought that forth in a
  


 7   lawsuit, coastal zone management program.  We had an issue
  


 8   here.  We had a spill.  We want control over that, not the
  


 9   State of California.  And they won.  And that's a
  


10   community, Santa Barbara.  And we are a tribe.  Tribes
  


11   have that authority.  There is only 1.5 million dollars
  


12   that was appropriated for the State of Alaska under this
  


13   coastal zone program.  We should have the same amount at
  


14   least, but that's not even close to covering what we have
  


15   to do in order to assess what we are dealing with.
  


16             Thanks.
  


17                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Jack.  Okay.
  


18   I see we got a study group here, which is good.  I'm glad
  


19   to see that.  I've got someone taking pictures here.  Is
  


20   there anyone else that we have missed?  Going once, going
  


21   twice.  Caroline, would you like to make a final comment
  


22   before we close the meeting?
  


23                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I can.
  


24                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  The floor
  


25   is yours.
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 1                   MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  Very, very
  


 2   productive meeting.  I think everybody was heard.
  


 3   Everybody had the opportunity.  Normally when we hold
  


 4   these meetings, a plane is either waiting for them or
  


 5   what.  And I just feel this is all the good.  We have
  


 6   finally been heard, and many trips to D.C.  We met with
  


 7   Echohawk.  We have had invitations to Salazar to come to
  


 8   our community.  We have given invitations to Michael
  


 9   Bromwich and many high official people in D.C. to get a
  


10   firsthand look like we are talking about to educate them
  


11   and then let them see what is so valuable to us, why it's
  


12   so important that they hear us out.
  


13             It's one thing when people do come into their
  


14   community and hold a meeting, but when they stay
  


15   overnight, it means much.  At least you can see what we
  


16   are talking about, get a feel of what we are talking
  


17   about.  So I'd really express my thanks, and I'm hoping
  


18   that many meetings will come forth.
  


19             And one thing that we always try to say and
  


20   stress is please respect our calendar year.  Respect.  We
  


21   will show respect.  You will receive respect.  But we just
  


22   ask that you work -- it works vice versa.
  


23             And those invitations are from our heart.
  


24   Please go see and look and feel what we are talking about.
  


25   You know, we have -- we just had a three-day feast.
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 1   Everywhere you look, regardless how tired they were, they
  


 2   had a smile.  And it's just to refresh.  Now they are
  


 3   doing the oogruk hunting.  They are going to get the skins
  


 4   ready.  It's an all-year-long process.  We will celebrate
  


 5   Thanksgiving, the first rush ice, Christmas.  And it just
  


 6   evolves all year.  And yet there is times that we never
  


 7   landed a whale.  And that circle is incomplete when that
  


 8   occurs.
  


 9             Yes, it's a blessing when Barrow sends, you
  


10   know, how many boxes of muktuk and kuak.  Or when you go
  


11   up there and they bless you, you got to pay $2 a pound of
  


12   excess weight just to help an elder because that's their
  


13   meat.  It's our vitamin.  It's our minerals.  And if
  


14   anything happened to the ocean, that's why we speak.
  


15   That's why we come to these meetings because it's there
  


16   near to our heart.  And we are speaking on the little
  


17   ones, on their behalf.
  


18             But I feel that there has been some improvements
  


19   in this area, that the communication will get better, but
  


20   we can't do without the other.  You need to hear us out.
  


21             And I felt this evening that everybody expressed
  


22   their thoughts, and I appreciate your time.  And you take
  


23   that offer that Peggy gave.  Go to her home.  Go look at
  


24   her freezer.  See what we are talking about.  Go to the
  


25   store before you leave.  Go to that freezer section and
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 1   see how much a pound of meat.
  


 2             And even just to look at that graveyard as you
  


 3   take off at the airport, there is whale bones.  And our
  


 4   ancestors did this before our time.  It is surrounded with
  


 5   whale bones.  Our loved ones that are put away are
  


 6   surrounded by whale bones.  So everything -- that's why
  


 7   it's so -- that's why it's critical that we speak on
  


 8   behalf of the marine mammals.  We throw one jaw back to
  


 9   the ocean because it belongs there.  These were set before
  


10   us.  Our ancestors placed these in place for us to
  


11   practice.  And it's 2011, and we still continue
  


12   practicing.  I'm sorry.  The head.  That's how tired I am.
  


13   I wasn't feeling well, but besides the point.
  


14             We still carry through these traditions.  We go
  


15   out there.  The men are out there around the clock.  The
  


16   ice condition has changed, but the dances, the practice,
  


17   are still strong because we were given direct orders by
  


18   our umailiks, the whaling captains.  Some things have
  


19   changed a little but, you know, when you know it in your
  


20   heart, it's in your blood, it will never go away.
  


21             That's why I express at our meetings,
  


22   traditional knowledge must be recognized.  It's so
  


23   critical that they use and recognize traditional knowledge
  


24   because I think we could go a long ways.  We have our
  


25   experts just like the rest of science.  They have their
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 1   experts.
  


 2             And I happened to be in D.C. when there was a
  


 3   snowstorm.  They call it a snowstorm, one inch of snow.
  


 4   I'm like, oh, my goodness.  They are shutting down the
  


 5   city for that?  And we have storms that go for days.  They
  


 6   have no clue.  So it's critical that we talk about these
  


 7   things.  When we have those storms, there's no way an
  


 8   airplane or a chopper or a submarine or ship that's going
  


 9   to come within hours.  We know that.  Sometimes we have
  


10   patients in that clinic 48 hours because of that.  We know
  


11   firsthand what it's like to live in this harsh Arctic
  


12   environment, as they say.
  


13             Again, thank you.  Thank you and have a nice
  


14   trip back.
  


15                   DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,
  


16   Ms. Cannon.  And on behalf of the team for BOEMRE that
  


17   came to visit, I want to thank the Native Village of Point
  


18   Hope and the Elders for allowing us to come visit.  Thank
  


19   you for participating.  Everything you said has been
  


20   recorded.  This is very, very important.
  


21             And we are going to do our best to bring this
  


22   together, and when we pass the information up, we will do
  


23   our best to make sure it's extremely accurate.  So thank
  


24   you very much.  And have a good evening, which is just
  


25   about over.  It's now nighttime, almost tomorrow morning.


           MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100







109


  
 1   So thank you very, very much.
  


 2              (Proceedings adjourned at 11:00 p.m.)
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            1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  Excuse me 

            3    for being a little bit late.  We were over at the office 

            4    speaking with the council, and we had an incredibly good 

            5    discussion.  We would like that to continue.  

            6              My name is Jim Kendall.  I am the new Regional 

            7    Director for the Alaska office of the Bureau of Ocean 

            8    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And I'd 

            9    like to introduce some folks that came with me who are 

           10    then going to describe why we're here tonight and why we 

           11    are interrupting your week.  

           12              First of all, taking notes is Mary Vavrik.  Yes.  

           13                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  First, we need 

           14    [inaudible] -- 

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I was going to do that 

           16    right after.  That's good.  

           17                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  That's mostly what they 

           18    usually do.  

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then let's do that 

           20    first.  Thank you for reminding me.  Would you mind giving 

           21    us the blessing, please.  

           22               (Blessing offered by Dorcus Rock.)

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for reminding 

           24    me.  Next time I'll remember that we do the blessing 

           25    before we introduce people.  So thank you very much.  
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            1    That's the way it should be.  

            2              Again, Mary Vavrik will be taking notes tonight 

            3    so we have a recording of what everyone says.  So please 

            4    state your name before you make your comments.  Also we 

            5    have Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our community liaison.  

            6    He helps me understand how to work better with the 

            7    communities, and that's what I'm here for tonight.  We 

            8    also have John Callahan.  John, put up your hand.  John is 

            9    from our Office of Public Affairs.  We have Steve 

           10    Scordino.  

           11                    MR. STEVE SCORDINO:  I'm right behind you.  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  He's right behind me.  

           13    Steve is an expert on environmental compliance, and he is 

           14    here to take comments and understand what people are 

           15    concerned with in terms of environmental compliance.  And 

           16    we have got Scott Blackburn.  Scott is a technical editor 

           17    and also a technology person that helps work on the 

           18    document.  

           19              Now, sitting up front are two individuals that 

           20    know the document better than anybody else.  We have got 

           21    Sharon Warren, who is the project manager.  She is to make 

           22    sure that the document goes from beginning to end.  Okay.  

           23    And sitting next to her is Michael Routhier.  Now, 

           24    Routhier, Michael, is the EIS coordinator.  He gets all 

           25    the parts and pieces together and makes sure all the 
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            1    comments are in the document.  

            2              Now, because this can be confusing and because 

            3    we come up here several times a year, sometimes on 

            4    different topics, we are going to change the way we do 

            5    business a little bit.  The key word is a word we were 

            6    using just a few minutes ago in the office, and that's 

            7    communication.  And so before we can have good 

            8    communication, everybody needs to know exactly what we are 

            9    talking about so we are starting from the same basis.  So 

           10    we are going to take a few minutes early this evening to 

           11    tell everybody exactly who we are, why we are here, what 

           12    we need your help on, and what we are going to do with it.  

           13    And because of that, instead of me going through that, I'm 

           14    going to give it to the real expert, Sharon Warren.  So 

           15    Sharon, will you take it away, please.  

           16                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you.  And thank 

           17    you for coming this evening.  I'm going to be going 

           18    through these flip charts, and I won't read them to you 

           19    verbatim because I know that can be done, but many of you 

           20    may have been here and to our meeting last year, and when 

           21    we did a draft supplemental EIS for the Sale 193.  

           22              So why are we here today?  We revised that draft 

           23    supplemental EIS.  So we're here today to get your 

           24    comments.  And if you have not seen it, it is a -- this is 

           25    what it looks like in a hard copy document.  We also have 
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            1    CD disks available if you are -- have it on disk, and we 

            2    also have it on our website.  So there is three ways that 

            3    you can get a copy of it.  If you don't have a copy of it 

            4    and you want it, please let us know and we will make sure 

            5    that you get a copy of it.  

            6              What was Lease Sale 193?  It was the Chukchi Sea 

            7    lease sale.  And prior to us doing the lease sale in 

            8    February of 2008, we did an environmental impact 

            9    statement.  And that is a document similar -- you know, 

           10    through the National Environmental Policy Act process, and 

           11    we did a document to assess the environmental impacts 

           12    concerning holding a lease sale in Chukchi Sea.  

           13              The sale was held in 2008.  And over here I have 

           14    a map of the area.  This was the area that was in the Sale 

           15    193 area.  It's outlined here.  And these were the leases 

           16    that were issued to six of the oil companies.  We offered 

           17    29.3 million acres.  So we offered this on a much larger 

           18    area for lease, and only 2.8 million acres was leased.  

           19    And these are these little blocks.  And after the meeting, 

           20    you are welcome to come up and take a look at the map 

           21    and/or we can answer questions from the -- 

           22                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  There are also maps on 

           23    the sides there.  

           24                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  So then what 

           25    happened?  So the lease sale was held in February of 2008, 
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            1    three -- a little over three years ago.  Before the lease 

            2    sale, there was litigation.  There was plaintiffs that 

            3    sued to invalidate the lease sale.  And what the -- what 

            4    they alleged was -- in the litigation was that we didn't 

            5    do a good enough job on the EIS, on the environmental 

            6    impact statement that was done prior to the sale.  We 

            7    didn't do a good enough job on it.  So they sued us.  The 

            8    sale went ahead because in litigation, you have to ask the 

            9    Court to stop the sale, and the plaintiffs didn't ask the 

           10    Court to stop the sale.  So the sale happened, and the 

           11    leases were issued.  

           12              In July of 2010, the District Court in Alaska, 

           13    which is in Anchorage, Judge Beistline, he issued a ruling 

           14    that said, for the most part, the EIS was satisfactory, 

           15    but you missed three issues.  And so the judge said, 

           16    agency, you go back and you need to redo those three 

           17    issues in the document.  

           18              And the three issues that the Court wanted us to 

           19    address in the EIS, they said that we failed to analyze 

           20    the environmental impact statement of natural gas 

           21    development despite industry interest and specific lease 

           22    incentives for such development.  So when we offered for 

           23    lease these tracts of land, we included in the sale notice 

           24    an incentive for the companies to produce the gas.  And so 

           25    the Court says, but you didn't analyze the environmental 



                         MIDNIGHT SUN COURT REPORTERS (907) 258-7100      

�

                                                                         8



            1    effects for allowing them to produce the gas.  So he said 

            2    go back and take a look at that.  

            3              Another thing that the Court said that we failed 

            4    to do was to determine whether the information identified 

            5    by the agency was relevant or essential under federal 

            6    regulations.  The plaintiffs submitted in court about a -- 

            7    I think it was like a 45-page document of everywhere the 

            8    agency analysts had said there was uncertainty, we don't 

            9    know, things are unknown.  Well, when that is done, the 

           10    regulations -- there is a requirement that when that is 

           11    done, that the agency has to follow the regulations and 

           12    determine whether the cost of obtaining the missing 

           13    information was exorbitant or the means of doing so was 

           14    unknown.  So they said you didn't do that.  You made all 

           15    these statements in here that things were missing, but you 

           16    didn't follow the regulations when you did that.  

           17              So we went back.  And what we did in response to 

           18    the court order, we drafted a supplemental environmental 

           19    impact statement to address the three concerns that was 

           20    in -- and it was in draft form.  That's when we came out 

           21    here -- and we released it in October of last year, and we 

           22    came out here in the communities in November to have 

           23    government-to-government meetings, as well as public 

           24    hearings.  And we came here to Point Hope, as well, to 

           25    show you what we did of how to address the order.  
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            1              And we also -- we came out here to get comments, 

            2    not only from all the communities.  We got about 150,000 

            3    comments on the draft supplemental EIS, and we took a look 

            4    at those comments.  And I'll let Mike explain why the 

            5    draft supplemental EIS that we did in October was not 

            6    finalized, because once you do a draft, then you receive 

            7    comments and then do your -- you do a final supplemental 

            8    EIS.  That's the process.  And so Mike will explain why we 

            9    didn't do a final based on the previous draft.  

           10                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  Like Sharon said, 

           11    in the NEPA process you usually come out with a draft 

           12    document, you go and hold meetings, you get comments and 

           13    usually produce a final environmental impact statement 

           14    some short time later.  This process was a little bit 

           15    different.  We did the draft.  We came out for the 

           16    meetings.  We invited comments.  We received over 150,000 

           17    comments.  And something special about those comments was 

           18    a common theme amongst many of those 150,000 comments.  

           19    Many of the commenters said, this is great, you looked at 

           20    the specific issues that the judge told you to look at 

           21    but, hey, Deepwater Horizon just happened and there is 

           22    nothing in this document about a very large oil spill.  

           23    That's what we are really concerned about.  This document 

           24    wouldn't be sufficient without a very large oil spill 

           25    analysis.  
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            1              So we as an agency considered those comments, 

            2    thought about the issue and said, you know what?  They are 

            3    right.  This document should have a very large oil spill 

            4    analysis.  

            5              So we talked to our geologists and said what 

            6    would it look like if there was a low probability but a 

            7    really high impact event in the Chukchi Sea?  Can you give 

            8    us a scenario?  And so they did.  And we passed that 

            9    scenario on to our environmentalists.  These are our 

           10    biologists.  These are our oceanographers, our air quality 

           11    experts.  They looked at the scenario that our geologists 

           12    gave them, and they wrote about the types of environmental 

           13    impacts that could occur if one of those catastrophic 

           14    events were to actually happen.  

           15              That's what makes this -- that's the main new 

           16    analysis in this revised draft EIS.  It's similar to the 

           17    document we came here to talk about in November, except 

           18    now it has this big analysis of a very large oil spill.  

           19              The very large oil spill scenario is slightly 

           20    different than a worst-case discharge.  That's the term 

           21    that gets used a lot at meetings and you might hear in the 

           22    future.  But they are two different terms, and so we just 

           23    thought we would offer some thoughts about the difference.  

           24              The very large oil spill scenario that we looked 

           25    at in this document answers the question of, assuming that 
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            1    a big blowout and oil spill occurred, what's the biggest 

            2    worst scenario that could possibly happen.  We need to 

            3    make sure the decisionmaker, the people back in 

            4    Washington, D.C., understand how serious things could be.  

            5    So what's the biggest spill that could happen?  What's the 

            6    worst spill that could happen?  And it's for the purpose 

            7    of analysis.  This is for the purpose of informing the 

            8    decisionmaker.  

            9              So our geologists, like I said before, tried to 

           10    give us a scenario that was the biggest possible spill 

           11    that could occur anywhere in the Chukchi Sea planning 

           12    area.  

           13              That's different than the worst-case discharge.  

           14    A worst-case discharge is something that the regulations 

           15    require wherein there is an actual plan to explore, an 

           16    actual exploration plan, and it's a specific calculation 

           17    that entails consideration of the specific location of the 

           18    proposed well, the specific type of well, the type of 

           19    technology that that company would use to drill that well.  

           20    So it's a slightly different calculation.  

           21              And we just want to know that the worst-case 

           22    discharge would probably end up being less than the very 

           23    large oil spill scenario because, again, it answers a 

           24    slightly different question; whereas, a very large oil 

           25    spill scenario answers what's the biggest that could 
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            1    possibly occur anywhere in the planning area using any 

            2    techniques.  

            3              An exploration plan with a worst-case discharge 

            4    would answer a more specific question:  What's the biggest 

            5    spill that could happen using this technology in this spot 

            6    at that reservoir?  So it's a fine distinction, and we 

            7    understand that, and we would be willing to talk about 

            8    that some more if people have questions.  But we just 

            9    wanted to point that out for you.  

           10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So we're here tonight 

           11    to get your input on this document.  As I said, it's a 

           12    revised draft supplemental impact statement, environmental 

           13    impact statement.  It has -- it carries forward the 

           14    information from the previous one.  Some of the comments 

           15    that we received, we made some changes in the document 

           16    based on those comments, as well as had an analysis on the 

           17    very large oil spill.  

           18              It's a supplement.  We did a final environmental 

           19    impact statement prior to the sale that was done in 2007.  

           20    So you will see references in this document to that other 

           21    EIS because we did -- we did take that EIS and redo that 

           22    EIS.  We supplemented it.  So we added to it.  And so 

           23    there may be references that you see.

           24                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Did you bring any EIS 

           25    statements?  
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            1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  We have CDs, and 

            2    we may have some hard copies with us.  

            3                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Can you give them to 

            4    some of us?  

            5                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes, yes.  Some of you 

            6    may have been on the mailing list that we sent out, but if 

            7    you were not, we have them here available.  

            8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Do you have the hard 

            9    copies?  

           10                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  We have some of them.  

           11    We will work on that.  

           12                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We will get them out 

           13    before the end of the hearing.  We have hard copies with 

           14    us and we have disks of that document with us.

           15                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  You are talking about 

           16    that document, so aren't people wanting to look at it 

           17    while you are talking about it?  

           18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  You want to look -- 

           19    here.  Okay.

           20                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Is there somebody that 

           21    wants to look at it?

           22                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Here is one here if 

           23    somebody wants to --

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Comments are not due for 

           25    a few weeks yet, so there is time.  
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            1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So that's what we are 

            2    looking for is to get your comments.  The comment period 

            3    closes July 11th, so you have time to get your comments 

            4    in.  We also are using the website here.  You can go to 

            5    our website to make your comments.  We have some handouts 

            6    on how to do that, how to get to our website and how to 

            7    make the comments on that website, so we will also have 

            8    some of those handed out, as well.  

            9              So again, July 11th we need your comments on the 

           10    document.  And we will take comments tonight, as well, you 

           11    know, for the record, and then you can still supply 

           12    comments.  

           13              And then what happens?  Once we receive the 

           14    comments and the comment period closes on the 11th of 

           15    July, we are going to take a look at all the substantive 

           16    comments that we receive, and we're going to take a look 

           17    at them compared to our document.  And we are going to be 

           18    preparing a final supplemental environmental impact 

           19    statement.  

           20              This is a court-driven deadline.  On May 19, 

           21    Judge Beistline gave us a deadline that the Secretary of 

           22    the Interior needed to make his decision concerning the 

           23    sale by October 3rd of this year.  So in order for him to 

           24    do that, we have to have the final supplemental EIS 

           25    completed by the first part of September because there is 
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            1    a 30-day waiting period based on the regulations before he 

            2    can make his decision.  

            3              And the decision he's going to -- that he needs 

            4    to make is whether or not to affirm the sale, whether or 

            5    not to keep the sale as it was in 2008, to modify it in 

            6    some way -- not make it larger, but make it smaller -- or 

            7    he can decide to cancel the leases.  Those are decisions 

            8    that he -- the Court told him that he needed to make by 

            9    the 3rd of October.  

           10              So that is why we're here today to take your 

           11    comments as public testimony and then also by July 11th to 

           12    have comments on the document.  

           13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Now, 

           14    this is where what I consider to be the fun starts.  And 

           15    it's also the most important.  Now, first of all, if we 

           16    need a translator, we have got Dorcus there sitting who 

           17    gave the blessing.  If we have translation issues, Dorcus 

           18    has agreed to help us out to make sure every comment is 

           19    considered.  

           20              Now, a couple of things here just they have 

           21    already said, but I'm going to remind you.  No decisions 

           22    have been made yet.  The Secretary of the Interior has to 

           23    make those decisions.  What we have to do is make sure 

           24    that we have a good document and all the concerns and 

           25    issues of the communities put together and taken to the 
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            1    Secretary so he can make the best decision.  That's why we 

            2    need your help.  

            3              And we were talking in the office just a little 

            4    while ago with Caroline, and it's all about communication.  

            5    And I'm a big believer in that.  And that was the whole 

            6    subject of our meeting.  And sometimes I get accused of 

            7    being a frustrated teacher because I like to call on 

            8    folks, but I'm not quite that bad.  

            9              But what we came up with in our last meeting -- 

           10    and Earl was helping and Earl was helping a few minutes 

           11    ago to get organized -- is we need people to come closer.  

           12    And I would like to get as many chairs up here as we can 

           13    and sort of form a semi-circle so we make sure everybody 

           14    has a chance to speak.  We will go from person to person 

           15    and you can have a comment, you can pass, and then we are 

           16    going to do it again.  And we will stay here as long as we 

           17    need to so everybody feels they have had a chance to speak 

           18    and maybe several times to speak because one of your 

           19    friends or neighbors may say something that reminds you, I 

           20    need to mention this.  

           21              So we want to make sure when we end tonight 

           22    everybody feels they have got their views on the table and 

           23    that everybody has heard everybody's views.  And so this 

           24    is where I would like some help.  We are going to move the 

           25    chairs up here so everybody can move closer, and then we 
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            1    are going to start with the community Elders and elected 

            2    officials.  So Caroline and Earl, I may need your help to 

            3    help identify who should speak in those two groups, and 

            4    then we will open it up to everybody.  So I'm asking that 

            5    you all come up here and move closer.  And that's where 

            6    I'm the teacher that says please don't sit in the back of 

            7    the room because I can't hear you or see you.  So please, 

            8    can we come up here and move chairs.  

            9               (Off the record.)

           10                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's time for you guys 

           11    to talk about a very important issue.  I can start off 

           12    with the organization I work with.  I work for Alaska  

           13    Wilderness League.  I have been fighting this issue for a 

           14    long time.  It's important that the government gets to 

           15    listen to you guys.  We have got a recording secretary.  

           16    We have got a translator.  So this will give you the idea 

           17    of what this issue is all about.  

           18              A great honor is being in front of us, our 

           19    President, Caroline Cannon.  And it's another great honor 

           20    to speak in front of ASRC Energy Services CEO.  And it's a 

           21    great honor to speak in front of the Elders and my fellow 

           22    Point Hopers.  

           23              Your voice is needed to reverse this bad Bush 

           24    Administration lease sale that happened in 2008.  Our 

           25    recommendation is no leases drilling or exploration 
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            1    activities to occur in the Chukchi Sea.  Given the risks, 

            2    the Obama Administration should not affirm Chukchi Lease 

            3    Sale 193, nor let any exploratory drilling in the area go 

            4    forward.  There is a lot of other issues, but I'll read 

            5    the high points.  

            6              There is no proven technology to clean up an oil 

            7    spill in the Arctic conditions with cold temperatures, low 

            8    visibility, broken sea ice and high winds.  Little 

            9    baseline science exists for measuring the effects of an 

           10    oil spill on the Arctic ecosystem and mammals central to 

           11    our way of life.  We are part of the ecosystem, and we 

           12    should be proud that Mother Native has given us to be part 

           13    of that ecosystem of the world.  

           14              With the nearest Coast Guard station 1,000 miles 

           15    away, Arctic communities are not capable of responding to 

           16    a major oil spill along the Chukchi coast.  The Inupiat 

           17    people have lived off the Arctic Ocean for thousands of 

           18    years.  The Chukchi Sea is a viable source of food for our 

           19    communities and an oil spill or disturbance of marine 

           20    mammals and fish could devastate our way of life.  

           21              Come and testify and let these government people 

           22    understand how important our way of life is.  We have been 

           23    living here for thousands of years.  The garden has 

           24    provided food for us.  Springtime, year-round cycle, we 

           25    need to continue keeping that up.  We need to continue 
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            1    living our way of life.  There is alternative energies 

            2    that could be developed.  There is other ways of making 

            3    money.  We got corporations that could do business with 

            4    our president of ASRC Energy Service to do development 

            5    inland and stay away from our ocean, the ocean that 

            6    provides us with food for thousands of years.  Our 

            7    corporation, ASRC, could be a big help in our way of life.  

            8              But still we have to watch what we are doing 

            9    because it's your kids' future.  Your kids are the ones 

           10    that will be affected.  It's not going to happen right 

           11    away.  It's going to happen after me and my relatives pass 

           12    away.  And you have to come forward for your children and 

           13    your grandchildren to continue our way of life in Point 

           14    Hope Alaska.  Thank you.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  Okay.  

           16    What I would like to do now is first ask the village 

           17    Elders if they would like to make some comments.  I 

           18    believe that's appropriate.  I don't want to force anybody 

           19    to make comments, but you are welcome to make some 

           20    comments, if you would like.  

           21                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why didn't you 

           22    start with the Elders if you were going to be appropriate?

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's what I'm trying 

           24    to do now, sir.  Earl was helping me.  He was at the 

           25    meeting last night, and he's helping me change the tone of 
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            1    the meeting, the focus of the meeting to get the best 

            2    information.  Thank you, Earl.  And right now we will 

            3    start with the Elders, which we would like to hear first.  

            4    Thank you.  

            5                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  My name is Erma 

            6    Hunnicutt.  I would write on a piece of paper like -- like 

            7    Earl if I had -- if I had known that you were coming ahead 

            8    of time, so --

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  We 

           10    will do our best to do better next time.  Sir, would you 

           11    like to comment?  

           12                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Whenever I see an 

           13    oil rig in the newspapers or on TV, it make me flinch, you 

           14    know, because after what happened with the Exxon oil spill 

           15    and other oil spill everywhere else, even the 

           16    environmental impact statement, you know -- I'm sure some 

           17    people read that.  And our people have lived here for 

           18    thousands of years.  We are subsistence users.  And I'm 

           19    also for development, you know, because any kind of 

           20    development provides jobs for our people.  There is no 

           21    doubt about that.  

           22              But still, this offshore drilling scares me.  

           23    Why don't we just open ANWR?  You know, there is already a 

           24    pipeline built.  We were afraid when we first heard about 

           25    Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  We have caribou.  We have other 
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            1    animals around.  Although we were afraid that we might 

            2    lose our animals, look at -- look at what happened now.  

            3    Our animals are still around, the caribou where the 

            4    pipeline is built.  But this offshore drilling is 

            5    something else, you know.  

            6              Even that Exxon oil spill after what happened, 

            7    people are still trying to hunt and fish and then they 

            8    still find that grease, you know, in their rivers, in the 

            9    oceans.  That's why, I don't know, these oil rigs make me 

           10    flinch every time I seen one.  Thank you.  

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will come back.  If 

           12    you want to interrupt at any time, please let us know.  

           13                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  (Speaking in 

           14    Inupiaq.)

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           16    And that was recorded.  Thank you, sir.  Now, I'd like 

           17    to -- unless there are anymore -- thank you, Leo.  I would 

           18    then like to -- Dorcus is maybe speaking later, unless you 

           19    want to try again.  

           20                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  He's right.  I know we 

           21    need jobs here, too, but we also know there is going to be 

           22    development going on, but that really scares me, too, 

           23    because we -- that's how we survive with is our Eskimo 

           24    food, and you all know that for thousands of years.  I'm 

           25    not -- (speaking in Inupiaq.)
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            1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Dorcus.  With 

            2    that I would like to open it up to elected officials.  

            3    Caroline, would you like to speak first, or would you like 

            4    to say anything?  Is there anyone else you believe should 

            5    speak first before I open it up to the public?

            6                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  There is a lot of 

            7    Elders here, and I think they need to be heard.  

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  I need the 

            9    Elders, if you will put up your hands, you can speak if 

           10    you need to right now.  

           11                    MR. GEORGE KINGIK:  Thank you very much.  

           12    My name is George Kingik.  I'm an Elder.  I'm also of the 

           13    Uunasiiqsiigaaq clan.  What we are talking about is real 

           14    hard to stomach.  In this community, we have been fighting 

           15    for our ocean since 1945, since Truman started dreaming 

           16    about the big port over at Cape Thompson.  Our Elders and 

           17    our great-grandfathers have fought to protect the ocean.  

           18    And that's what we have been doing since they told us, 

           19    watch out for your ocean.  That's your food, your stomach.  

           20    That's what feeds you.  

           21              And I oppose the lease sale.  I was in Anchorage 

           22    when they had the lease sale, me and my brother.  There 

           23    was only a few Natives at the lease sale.  And a lot of 

           24    people cry.  A lot of people come outside.  They look at 

           25    the company who get the lease.  And it was a hurry-up 
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            1    situation two years ago.  All those people that was 

            2    outside protesting against the 193 lease sale because the 

            3    Elders said no to the big Project Chariot and no to this 

            4    lease sale.  And I still oppose it.  Thank you very much.  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Are there any other 

            6    Elders that would like to speak?  And we will be here as 

            7    long as we need to, so if you think of something 

            8    afterwards, you are welcome to jump in.  Anyone else?  Any 

            9    Elder?  Elected officials?  

           10                    MR. RONALD OVIOK, SR.: (Speaking in 

           11    Inupiaq.)  One thing I'd like to add is what you have is 

           12    the government controls today, but one drop of oil could 

           13    become a big problem for our animals.  Thank you.  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Any other elected 

           15    officials that would like to speak before we go to the 

           16    list?

           17                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  I'm a council member 

           18    representing Point Hope through our regional federally 

           19    recognized tribal government known as the Inupiat 

           20    Community of the Arctic Slope.  That tribal government was 

           21    formed in 1971 in response to Alaska Native Claims 

           22    Settlement Act and as a region for the Arctic Slope, as a 

           23    government.  

           24              And we are a government like any other 

           25    government.  The United States government is a government 
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            1    that has responsibilities, and so do we.  There are 

            2    federally recognized tribes that perform governmental 

            3    functions.  There are -- more than half of all the tribes 

            4    in the United States have self-governance, have direct 

            5    funding from the federal government, not through the BIA 

            6    and regional offices.  And so they perform these 

            7    governmental functions in place of the federal government, 

            8    whether it be wildlife, EPA, those governmental functions 

            9    like any other government.  

           10              And we have that responsibility in performing 

           11    those functions for our members, and our constitutions 

           12    reflect that for the well-being of our membership.  And so 

           13    we have this obligation and duty, and there are other 

           14    tribal governments that have the same thing like the 

           15    federal government, its responsibility towards its toward 

           16    its membership and its well-being of the membership.  

           17              And I guess that's a good start to indicate what 

           18    our responsibilities are.  We are not just blowing hot 

           19    air.  And we do have these functions and responsibilities 

           20    that we have to address in regards to whatever may be 

           21    missing or whatever needs to be done, like any other 

           22    government.  

           23              Is there any type of revenue sharing?  Is 

           24    there -- how are we going to benefit through something 

           25    that we haven't addressed yet and haven't been 
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            1    acknowledged in regards to governmental functions?  

            2    Taxation?  Local employment?  Tribal employment rights?  

            3    These functions have to be recognized by the federal 

            4    government and the State of Alaska.  And so it's very 

            5    difficult for us tribal governments to, you know, respond 

            6    to things and continuously try to keep track of what all 

            7    has taken place.  But we have been in the court for a very 

            8    long time, as George Kingik just said.  

            9              And there have been several cases that involve 

           10    our governmental functions and our concerns in regards to 

           11    subsistence that have not been resolved.  And so you know, 

           12    governmental functions are very -- you know, it's a real 

           13    thing.  I guess, you know, this can go on as time goes on.  

           14    Thank you.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  

           16                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  (Speaking in 

           17    Inupiaq.) 

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Again, 

           19    before we go to any of the list I have, any other 

           20    community Elders or elected officials?  

           21                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  Could you let Dorcus 

           22    translate that?  

           23                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Translation by Dorcus 

           24    Rock.)  She was saying that when money comes in and so 

           25    forth, it's good, but it's also that we have to remember 
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            1    to work together when we do that.  Like I said, when we 

            2    get our dividend from the ASRC or from the State Permanent 

            3    Fund, we all get happy, everybody.  And when they catch 

            4    whale, everybody get happy, too.  So if these two work 

            5    together, we all be happy.  Working together that she's 

            6    mostly concerned about.   

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm going to go 

            8    to the list, unless there is any other Elders or elected 

            9    officials that would like to speak.  And I'm going to go 

           10    to the list, and we can always come back.  I want to make 

           11    sure everybody has a chance to speak.  

           12              Technology.  We were talking about that, too.  

           13    Sometimes technology is not a good thing.  All right.  

           14    George Kingik.  I believe he's already spoken.  Okay.  

           15    Down the list here.  Jack Schaefer, you were next on the 

           16    list.  Do you want to speak again for a second, or come 

           17    back to you?  

           18                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  Okay.  Why not?  

           19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  And then we are 

           20    going to make sure everyone gets a chance to speak, but 

           21    now you are a double dipper.  That's all right.  We are 

           22    going to keep going around.  Everybody is going to speak 

           23    tonight.

           24                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  As I was saying, you 

           25    know, there were several court cases that we have been 
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            1    trying to protect our rights to subsistence, our rights to 

            2    the ownership of the ocean in regards to title.  And I 

            3    will mention these for the record.  This is one tribal 

            4    government that went through this.  There were several 

            5    that had went through this.  The Inupiat Community of the 

            6    Arctic Slope, Native Village of Gambell, Native Village of 

            7    Akutan, Nome Eskimo Community, Native Village of Eyak.  

            8              Over the years since the '70s -- and I'll just 

            9    mention one in regards to subsistence, People versus 

           10    Gambell versus Clark, Ninth Circuit, 1984.  Gambell 1.  

           11    People versus Gambell versus Hodel, Ninth Circuit Court, 

           12    1985, Gambell 2.  People versus Gambell versus Hodel, 

           13    Ninth Circuit, 1989, Gambell 3.  People of Gambell versus 

           14    Babbitt, Ninth Circuit, 1993, Gambell 4.  

           15              This statement more or less came out of a 

           16    Vermont law school last March in regards to discussions of 

           17    offshore between the United States and Canada, the Inuit 

           18    and Greenland trying to talk about oil and gas offshore.  

           19    And so there was a mention of these court cases that 

           20    indicated that the subsistence issues have not been 

           21    resolved.  

           22              And so that, you know, gives you a little bit of 

           23    a glimpse that was mentioned to the White House Ocean 

           24    Policy Group a couple weeks ago, but I don't know if they 

           25    understood what I was saying because I didn't refer to the 
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            1    Circuit Court here.  I just indicated Gambell, 1, 2, 3, 

            2    and 4, assuming that they understood.  

            3              The State of Alaska only has jurisdiction for 

            4    three miles.  They might get a little bit of something up 

            5    to six miles in regards to any type of revenue sharing, 

            6    and beyond that, zero, nothing.  

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Going 

            8    down the list, I know Earl, you have already spoken.  Do 

            9    you want to hit it again or come back to you?  Come back 

           10    to you?  Okay.  Thank you.  Next on the list.  Leo.  You 

           11    were on the list.  Do you want to speak again?  Or we can 

           12    come back.  Come?  Back.  Okay.  Next on the list -- I see 

           13    lots of nos.  And then I have a whole page where people 

           14    didn't mark yes or no.  Elizabeth S-T-E-O, Steo.  

           15    Elizabeth?  Okay.  Caroline, you didn't check yes or no.  

           16    Would you like to speak?

           17                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I think there is a 

           18    misunderstanding.  That was -- my understanding that was 

           19    the sign-in sheet.  They did not clarify if we are going 

           20    to speak or -- I think we need to communicate better.  

           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We started 

           22    a little late, and we didn't get the sign-in sheets out.  

           23                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  We just assumed that 

           24    was just a sign-in sheet.

           25                    MR. ROY FILE:  Why are you going on that?  
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            1    Is there a different sign-in sheet than this one?  

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We had several to find 

            3    out who is here.  And everyone is going to get a chance to 

            4    speak.  Looking at you, Caroline, would you like to make a 

            5    comment?  

            6                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I'm just 

            7    observing.  

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:   You are absolutely 

            9    correct.  Michelle W. Cannon.  Michelle.  She's not here.  

           10                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mitchell.  

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  I 

           12    can't hear too well and I can't see too well, either.  

           13    Margaret Oktollik.

           14                    MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  No.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No?  Okay.  I'm not 

           16    sure.  I'm going to ask for some help.  Sally.  Would 

           17    you -- please.  

           18                    MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  I say in this world, 

           19    this land is my land and this land is your land.  There is 

           20    two different things about it.  You guys love to eat your 

           21    food; we love to eat ours.  And you guys don't like to let 

           22    nobody touch your stuff; we don't like to let our things 

           23    be touched, too.  Like they always say, you know, you have 

           24    to share and give.  How are we going to do that if they 

           25    take that away from us?  What are we supposed to do?  You 
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            1    guys don't like to eat our food.  Sometimes we don't like 

            2    to eat your food.  And you have to look at it that way 

            3    sometimes.  

            4              But you have to remember, this land is our land 

            5    together, each one of us.  We have different colors of 

            6    this world.  We have to hold onto it because we love to 

            7    eat.  I know you guys like to eat, too, even me, even our 

            8    kids.  We don't like to see our kids be hungry.  It's 

            9    going to hurt us, too.  

           10              It's hurt the peoples down there, too, when they 

           11    spill that oil.  You guys can't see that or understand 

           12    that part?  They are suffering.  

           13              Like I was saying, this land is my land, this 

           14    land is your land.  Thank you.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           16    Next on the list I've got Mary Jane Attungana.  Okay.  

           17    Bessie Kowunna.  Would you like to speak?

           18                    MS. BESSIE KOWUNNA:  Bessie Kowunna, for 

           19    the record.  And I'm not representing any entity, city, 

           20    Tikigaq or any other.  It's just myself as a Point Hope 

           21    resident.  But what I would like to say is I love being 

           22    Inupiat.  I love our food, our culture, our way of life, 

           23    our circle of life, our land and sea.  

           24              And I also would like to say that if things in 

           25    industry should happen, I would rather be involved in it, 
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            1    not against it or for it, but work with it so our people 

            2    can see and hear what's going on with industry.  We need 

            3    to make sure what they say they are doing is really what 

            4    they are doing.  With that said, if that should happen, I 

            5    want to see our people trained, working and be involved so 

            6    we aren't left out.  If not me working, it would be 

            7    someone else, probably from the Outside.  So I'm happy to 

            8    be working.  Thank you.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           10    Next on the list, I see your name again, Ron.  Is there 

           11    anything else you would like to add?  No?  Okay.  We will 

           12    come back.  Dorcus, your name was on the list.  You want 

           13    to make additional comments?  

           14                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Shakes head.)  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  No.  No.  No.  

           16    Okay.  Can you help me with this name here?  I think there 

           17    is someone that's written down here as Peter.  Okay.  I've 

           18    got a no.  Then we are back to the very beginning again.  

           19    Now, that's the sign-in sheets that sort of got away from 

           20    us.

           21                    MR. ROY FILE:  You know, I signed a piece 

           22    of paper right after Bessie did.  Can I look at that thing 

           23    right there?  Did you deliberately skip me?  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might have been an 

           25    accident.  I apologize.  I want everybody to speak.  Let's 
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            1    find out where you are at.  Right here.  I thought that 

            2    was Ron.  I thought that was Ron over there.  

            3                    MR. ROY FILE:  That looks like a Y to 

            4    me.  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I saw Ron, Roy.  

            6    You are very welcome to speak.  

            7                    MR. ROY FILE:  I'm at school again, buddy.  

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm sorry.  I'm a 

            9    frustrated teacher. 

           10                    MR. ROY FILE:  Okay.  I just have a couple 

           11    questions for your personally.  Who do you work for? 

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.  

           13    We work for the Department of Interior, Bureau of Ocean 

           14    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are the 

           15    Feds.  We manage the offshore resources and make sure all 

           16    the rules and regulations and the safety is taken care of.  

           17    That's our job.  And we take the information and pass it 

           18    to the Secretary.

           19                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to 

           20    find out.  And also, are you -- the way you present 

           21    yourself here, are you pro development or are you anti 

           22    development?  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are dead center.  We 

           24    are not pro or -- our job is to make sure --

           25                    MR. ROY FILE:  So you do not favor one 
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            1    side or the other?  

            2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Personally, I cannot.  

            3    My job is to provide information to the Secretary of the 

            4    Interior so he makes the decision.

            5                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to -- 

            6    that's what I wanted to know.  Thank you.  

            7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are more than 

            8    welcome.  And I apologize for reading it wrong.  

            9                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's okay.  Just don't 

           10    let it happen again.  We have got to have some fun here.

           11                    MR. ROY FILE:  Yeah.  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have gone through the 

           13    list.  Did anybody sign the list that wanted to speak that 

           14    didn't?  Because then we are going to go to phase two.  

           15    Yes, ma'am.  

           16                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Good evening.  

           17    I wrote my name on the list, and I said yes.  This is 

           18    Aggie Frankson-Henry.  And this is to J.F. Bennett, Chief 

           19    Branch of Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Ocean Energy 

           20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Herndon, 

           21    Virginia; cc to Michael Haller, Community Liaison, Alaska 

           22    Region, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and 

           23    Enforcement of Anchorage, Alaska.  And I wrote this today.  

           24              As you see here in this map, all the gray spots, 

           25    those are lease sales that's been sold.  Our ocean has 
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            1    been sold.  They are colored in red, but you don't see it 

            2    in red.  State of Alaska, the corporations do not have a 

            3    piece of dime, not even a penny.  If this goes through to 

            4    the vessels, we don't see anything unless it lands on 

            5    shore.  And then the North Slope Borough will tax them.  

            6    That's for your information.  

            7              For the record, I am Aggie Frankson-Henry, a 

            8    tribal secretary and tribal member of the Native Village 

            9    of Point Hope.  I am opposing the Bureau of Ocean Energy 

           10    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, decision 

           11    on the proposed actions for multi-sale EIS for the Chukchi 

           12    Sea, sales 193, 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea's lease sales 

           13    209 and 217.  And I support alternative one, Beaufort and 

           14    Chukchi Sea no lease sale.  

           15              And I'm opposing the National Pollutant 

           16    Discharge Elimination (NPDES) permit, a permit to 

           17    discharge of toxic drilling muds and other harmful 

           18    pollutants into the water within the decision of the 

           19    proposed actions for multiple sale EIS for the Chukchi Sea 

           20    sales 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea lease sale 209 and 217.  

           21              As a representative for the tribe, it's of best 

           22    interest of restoring courage, stand up for our children's 

           23    future and their next generation to have the opportunity 

           24    to utilize our subsistence resources.  This time I will 

           25    stand.  This time I will voice for the good in which the 
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            1    Inupiat people of the Arctic Slope is currently blessed to 

            2    harvest bountifully from the land, air, rivers and oceans.  

            3              I am an Inupiat mother, wife, daughter, aunt, 

            4    tribal member of the Native Village of Point Hope, and 

            5    most of all a whaler and harvester dependent on the 

            6    Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea for means of survival.  Being 

            7    Inupiat is an inherent freedom to hunt, harvest from the 

            8    vast frozen seas to nurture my family and extended 

            9    families across Alaska and Lower 48.  The Chukchi and 

           10    Beaufort Seas provide nutritional food supply on my table 

           11    without any aftertaste of spill debris from oil and gas 

           12    exploratory drilling.  

           13              Point Hope, Alaska is surrounded by the Chukchi 

           14    and Beaufort Seas.  I live in the oldest whaling community 

           15    in North America, and our future generation historically 

           16    is in jeopardy without a cleaner environment in the Arctic 

           17    Slope.  

           18              It is of my best interest to voice my concern to 

           19    hope for the best to preserve my culture because of 

           20    climate change this vast ocean is faced with.  I pray for 

           21    a healthier ecosystem balance for bowhead whales, 

           22    walruses, polar bears, seals, ducks, fishes, birds, crabs, 

           23    plankton, oysters, clams, seaweed, worms, killer whales, 

           24    narwhales, right whales, beluga whales, gray whales, and 

           25    all the mammals of these two great oceans that we, the 
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            1    people of Point Hope, are blessed with.  

            2              I come from an economic distressed community who 

            3    relies 70 percent on subsistence resources to maintain a 

            4    healthy diet.  The majority in distress is our children.  

            5    Our boundary is rich in herbs, berries, plants, naturally 

            6    grown dietary supplements for a healthy living environment 

            7    for our people and animals that relies on these natural 

            8    resources.  

            9              As we the people realize today, what really 

           10    matters is the well-being of our children's future and 

           11    subsistence resources that will be impacted to strive to 

           12    sustain traditional knowledge, traditional lifestyle, 

           13    cultural heritage, cultural land use which industry poses 

           14    a potential damage to our environment in the Arctic Slope.  

           15              The Inupiat people has political rights, and we 

           16    must argue that it is misleading to obstruct the 

           17    settlement given to the Inupiat people by political or 

           18    personal gain of regret in our backyard of the proposed 

           19    2012-2017 Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas lease 

           20    program settled by the companies' permits without even 

           21    giving the Inupiat the right to vote by the people of the 

           22    North Slope Borough communities.  

           23              We have the right to voice, to meet freely for 

           24    the well-being of the residents of the people in the 

           25    coastal communities, whether it be by 
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            1    government-to-government consultation meetings, giving 

            2    your testimonies to the entities that goes into your 

            3    communities, avails much to the next generation of 

            4    subsistence users.  No voice, no courage, then you will 

            5    not be heard for your inherited rights.  It will cause a 

            6    big effect in your community, and their royalties will be 

            7    dispersed to other people not from your community.  The 

            8    royalties will not be given to the rightful stakeholders' 

            9    interest or financial gain.  

           10              Community leaders, I encourage you to speak up 

           11    and stand up for what is only right because time is of the 

           12    essence of a vast cultural effect for our future 

           13    generations' responsibility to maintain without probable 

           14    cause the right of entries on our land and your children's 

           15    right to be I am Inupiat freely without any restrictions 

           16    on our own property to subsist on, restoring a loving 

           17    inheritance given to us by God, our Creator, knowingly 

           18    that we, as real people, truly respect and rely on the 

           19    environment for means of survival as Inupiat.  

           20              Based on current agriculture in Valdez, Alaska, 

           21    it is not my best interest to harm this great state with 

           22    offshore oil gas drilling along the Chukchi and Beaufort 

           23    Seas.  I am voicing my right to life, liberty, and 

           24    equality.  

           25              EPA should not grant permits for discharge of 
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            1    toxic drilling waste into the Arctic waters from oil and 

            2    gas exploration activities to protect the fragile Arctic 

            3    ecosystem and traditional way of life.  Global warming or 

            4    climate change is a significant example of the devastation 

            5    we have seen in the Lower 48 by current flooding and 

            6    violent storms and a disaster in the Gulf of Mexico by 

            7    human error.  

            8              I believe today that we have to be very stern on 

            9    how the federal government and industrial servants that is 

           10    wanting to develop in the brittle oceans that can lead to 

           11    another disaster to our land, air, rivers, oceans that 

           12    will affect or decline our subsistence resources that we 

           13    rely on for means of survival through this harsh season in 

           14    the years ahead.  

           15              The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 

           16    Regulation and Enforcement must conduct scientific studies 

           17    before a lease sale must be proposed for a lease sale.  My 

           18    question is:  How can you clean all the oil on ice?  How 

           19    can you make sure that trillions of oil that may be leaked 

           20    from a well be cleaned and managed in a 40- to 

           21    90-mile-per-hour gusting wind?  As we know as Inupiat of 

           22    the Arctic, we cannot even think of surfing the oceans 

           23    because our lives would be endangered by the great seas.  

           24              In closing, stand up for our best interests by 

           25    keeping the seal oil wood stove burning in our whaling 
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            1    camps without any worry of oil on ice debris during the 

            2    harvesting of the future generations, migratory land 

            3    animals and marine mammals.  Our land, our air, our 

            4    rivers, our oceans, our resources living on the land, 

            5    rivers, and oceans do not have a voice for means of 

            6    survival God gave us to be nurtured by.  

            7              I oppose the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea 

            8    planning areas oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and 

            9    221.  I support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea 

           10    no lease sale.  

           11              Thank you.  I'm Aggie Frankson-Henry.  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.  

           13    Thank you very much.  Next on the list I've got Leah 

           14    Frankson.  She came late.  Is that you hiding back there?  

           15                    MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  I didn't prepare 

           16    anything.  I just want to say that I'm against all 

           17    offshore drilling, no matter what profit for who.  

           18    Devastation to the ecosystem, devastation to the -- all 

           19    animals and fish and mammals, devastation to environment, 

           20    ultimately devastation to Inupiat human is to become a 

           21    crime against humanity.  And there is no money that can 

           22    fix that, take that away, or change that once that 

           23    happens.  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I 

           25    have another name here.  I believe it's -- I'm sorry.  I 
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            1    don't read well.  Peggy Frankson.  Is Peggy here?

            2                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  Last early Monday 

            3    morning, my ten-year-old son caught his first seal.  He 

            4    dreams about hunting ever since he was a little boy.  

            5    That's his passion.  He goes out whenever he can, hunting 

            6    mammals, fishing, hunting for caribou, and he wants to 

            7    continue to do this.  We all want our young people to 

            8    continue hunting all the animals that we are used to 

            9    surviving on.  

           10              We live a subsistence lifestyle.  If any of you 

           11    go into our Native store here and try to buy groceries for 

           12    a week for a family of seven, you would be -- or try 

           13    buying groceries for a month.  It's over $2,000, easily.  

           14    It's outrageous.  We have to survive on our subsistence 

           15    foods we catch.  It's part of our lifestyle.  It's part of 

           16    our lives.  It's part of who we are.  

           17              And we certainly are going to keep opposing the 

           18    offshore drilling sales, the leases, everything, because 

           19    if our animals are endangered by possible oil spills, you 

           20    have no guarantee to us saying that no oil will land in 

           21    our oceans, no oil will wash up on our shores.  There is 

           22    no guarantee.  Until there is a guarantee, we are not 

           23    going to approve of any sales.  We are going to continue 

           24    to oppose them.  

           25              We want to keep hunting our animals.  We want to 
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            1    keep living our subsistence lifestyle.  My son wants to 

            2    grow to a man into a father and teach his kids how to hunt 

            3    and to live the Inupiat way.  Thank you.  

            4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

            5    Now, according to the list, which is not perfect, I've hit 

            6    everyone who either didn't mark yes or no or marked yes. 

            7    So now we are going to open it up to the floor because I 

            8    want to make sure everybody has an opportunity to speak.  

            9    So first I'm going to ask for volunteers.  And then if we 

           10    don't -- when we are out of volunteers, I'm going to go to 

           11    each individual person to ask you again if you would like 

           12    the opportunity to speak and tell us what you think.  I 

           13    want everybody to have that option.  

           14              So does anyone want to raise their hand and make 

           15    a comment before I start going to everybody individually?  

           16    Just to make sure we are not missing something, because we 

           17    need your help.

           18                    MS. LILLIAN A. LANE:  I'd like to sign in, 

           19    if I could.  

           20              I, too, like my uma, wasn't prepared to -- and 

           21    have comments, but I jotted a few things.  My name is 

           22    Lillian A. Lane.  I'm a resident of Point Hope, born and 

           23    raised.  Love to eat everything my father, my brothers, my 

           24    neighbors have caught and put on my table.  Therefore, I 

           25    oppose any gas, oil leases out in the ocean seas.  Just 
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            1    like everybody here, they are dependent on the -- majority 

            2    of our food come from the ocean, majority of it that we 

            3    take in and preserve and keep all year.  So the cycle goes 

            4    on and on and on.  

            5              We have said this over and over in each 

            6    testimony that we have spoken through, whether it be from 

            7    the oil companies or others.  We have repeated ourself 

            8    over and over and over.  I'm glad you are here to listen 

            9    to our testimonies, and I hope that the people that are 

           10    the deciding body will make -- take these testimonies to 

           11    heart because this is real.  Those people down there don't 

           12    know what's going on up here.  You don't know what goes on 

           13    up here.  I'm glad you are here to listen to our people, 

           14    the real people who have to live in this community year 

           15    long.  

           16              How would you feel if I put a limit to your 

           17    chicken and cow?  That would be my first question to all 

           18    of you that are dependent on those, too, or your 

           19    vegetables.  The people that are wanting to go out there 

           20    and drill in our oceans make promises that they would do 

           21    their utmost, their best to try not to do an oil spill.  

           22    It's kind of hard to believe because these things that 

           23    have gone on in Alaska and the Gulf that are -- that did 

           24    happen, like someone mentioned earlier.  You can hear 

           25    these things.  
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            1              We are going to be repetitive on some of the 

            2    things that they said because they are important.  Our 

            3    ocean that's out there is unpredictable.  We have our 

            4    sagvaq, the current that is very strong, and it comes from 

            5    every direction out there.  Supposing something happened?  

            6    How are they going to contain their spills?  Those are the 

            7    things that we want to hear.  What are you going to do to 

            8    do your -- your best to convince us that there is not 

            9    going to be an oil spill?  Those are the things I want to 

           10    hear, but in a deep -- at the very -- at the -- but 

           11    overall, I know that since she mentioned -- Aggie 

           12    mentioned that we won't even get a penny out of it, not a 

           13    penny.  Go -- go earn your dime someplace else, not in our 

           14    ocean.  

           15              A lot of times -- another lady said it doesn't 

           16    matter about the money.  Money doesn't matter.  The food 

           17    is more important than money right now.  As we speak, it 

           18    is more than money because if we try and buy stuff, it's 

           19    really spendy.  But I want to also add that the unseen is 

           20    a mystery to all of us.  That mystery is our ocean.  We 

           21    only take what it gives us.  We only take what it gives 

           22    us.  The animals give themselves to us to provide for us.  

           23    So we take as much as it gives us.  If anything should 

           24    happen, we won't have anything.  I'm afraid of that.  We 

           25    won't have anything.  
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            1              There was a news thing that the oil companies, 

            2    once they close their pots, they are not responsible for 

            3    anything else after.  They are not accountable for their 

            4    closed pots.  Supposing something happens?  I think they 

            5    should be responsible as long as they had touched that pot 

            6    from the beginning to the very end and after.  That was on 

            7    the news the other day.  I don't like that.  That's not 

            8    good practice with any oil company.  

            9              I know that it should -- maybe it might provide 

           10    some jobs for the community members, some community 

           11    members, but majority of the workers that do work in 

           12    Alaska on the pipeline, Red Dog Mine, comes from Lower 48.  

           13    Our people are not trained enough.  Our people are not 

           14    trained to do these jobs they do on the oil rigs.  

           15              And we all know about nature.  Nature controls 

           16    itself.  The ocean is unpredictable and, if anything 

           17    should happen, I don't think the oil rigs would be able to 

           18    withstand anything out there.  So therefore, it's a -- you 

           19    are playing with not only their lives, but our lives, 

           20    also.  

           21              Although their technology is updated and they 

           22    say they have up-to-par equipment, I still don't believe 

           23    they are good enough to withstand our Arctic conditions.  

           24              I, too, love to eat my mikigaq, which our 

           25    Heavenly Father, our God, has provided, has created and 
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            1    put on this earth for our use, our bodily use.  And it 

            2    says if we disturb the land, it's going to disrupt the 

            3    cycle.  I see disruption.  I see disruption if they do go 

            4    out there.  And I hope and heartily hope the committee 

            5    will really consider and take to heart, once again, to 

            6    really think this through and not think of it's going to 

            7    bring us a lot of money because it's a federal thing.  

            8    This is going to bring us a lot of money, which it does.  

            9    Right now today our money really isn't there at all.  

           10              Thank you for this opportunity for me to speak 

           11    during this time, and I thank all the people that stood up 

           12    and speak on behalf of Point Hope.  And I'd like to -- I'd 

           13    like to say that if they are going to drill out there, 

           14    they need to think of all the factors that would be 

           15    affected before they do any drilling.  Taikuu.  Thank you.  

           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           17    Now, what I would like to do is I'm going to start with 

           18    this end of the room and go around and touch base with 

           19    everybody to make sure everybody feels comfortable and had 

           20    an opportunity.  Sir, would you like to say anything?  

           21    Your name, please.  

           22                    MS. RICHARD CANNON, SR.:  My name is 

           23    Richard Cannon, Senior.  Before I say one word, I'm going 

           24    to pray and ask God to give me the right words to say.  

           25              Heavenly Father, creator of all things, I ask 
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            1    you to use my voice.  Help me say what you want me to say, 

            2    Lord Jesus.  I come before you as your humble servant.  I 

            3    serve you and you only, Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank you 

            4    for this opportunity to speak before these people.  

            5    [indiscernible] voice your opinion, not my opinion.  In 

            6    Jesus' name I pray.  Amen.

            7              Again, my name is Richard Cannon, Sr.  Most of 

            8    you people know me here.  And I do like to pretty much 

            9    whale.  I have been around a long time, and kind of 

           10    heartbroken to see that these people are here.  I know 

           11    they're here to just basically do their job.  I'm glad Roy 

           12    asked this gentleman whether he's for it or against.  

           13    They're taking this thing to Secretary Salazar, that he 

           14    can't be -- he has to be biased.  How can he be biased in 

           15    a community of people that he know that if there is 

           16    drilling that is going to harm the environment because, 

           17    like some people say, there is nothing, there is nothing 

           18    to clean up the oil spill in the ice.  We all know that.  

           19              And I know your scientists, to me, they are 

           20    liars.  And how could they tell the truth when they work 

           21    for you guys, when they work for the oil companies?  

           22    Explain to me how someone is going to say, oh, no, this 

           23    can't happen.  You will be fired on the spot.  And I'm 

           24    quite sure he signs a gag order saying that he cannot 

           25    talk, that he cannot tell the truth.  So just like Aggie 
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            1    say, they are paleface.  They are liars.  

            2              So we as a whole must come against this, and we 

            3    must come against this now because we know the oil 

            4    companies, they have money and pretty much have 

            5    politicians in their pockets.  I know these people might 

            6    say how do I know that.  I don't know that, but I'm 

            7    assuming that's it because they are in Washington as we 

            8    speak right now trying to push for offshore oil, which we 

            9    don't get a dime.  Alaska will not -- as Jeff says, Alaska 

           10    will not get a dime from this.  So what's the use?  What's 

           11    wrong with our politicians?  That don't sound right to me 

           12    that they don't -- that they will say, go ahead.  

           13              Now, I didn't say go ahead to me.  Are they 

           14    going to pay off?  Maybe it might begin to pay off.  I'll 

           15    just leave it at that.  My name is Richard Cannon, Senior.  

           16    And I'm pretty much against offshore drilling, any kind of 

           17    drilling.  

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           19    Ma'am, another opportunity?  Jack?

           20                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  I always have a 

           21    lot of things to say.  And I hope you continue to come 

           22    around and come around.  I have been at this for a long 

           23    time, also, you know.  I -- I have been President of the 

           24    Native Village back in '93 or so, years, and we have been 

           25    talking about oil and gas for a long time.  I sat around 
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            1    my cousins and my uncles when they were talking about 

            2    their fears and their concerns about offshore oil and gas 

            3    back in the '70s and what they were concerned about and 

            4    how they were talking about governmental functions and 

            5    government-to-government and human rights and -- and 

            6    responsibilities.  

            7              And it even got to the point that the ownership 

            8    of the ocean was never really addressed.  And when it was, 

            9    it was addressed in a controversial way.  And so, you 

           10    know, I still feel that we own this ocean.  Alaska Native 

           11    Claims Settlement Act was for Alaska.  And where is the 

           12    boundary of Alaska?  And that was talked about and decided 

           13    on but never revealed.  

           14              And then, you know, I feel really betrayed, in a 

           15    way, because we had so much faith in the judicial system.  

           16    And we fought for what we thought was right.  And we won 

           17    several times.  Uncles and cousins laugh about it.  I was 

           18    young when this was going on.  I didn't really understand 

           19    what was happening, but I understood that we had a 

           20    responsibility and that we had ownership and that 

           21    controversy is all over.  

           22              We even went to the United Nations back in 1989 

           23    concerned about Prudhoe Bay and the cleanup that was 

           24    promised by the oil companies so that migration of the 

           25    caribou and other animals could continue over there.  But 
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            1    I don't know if that was done.  There was a government 

            2    accountability report, a GAO report that was published in 

            3    2002, No. 357 on the restoration of Prudhoe Bay.  And 

            4    companies ignored, companies changed their name, companies 

            5    filed for bankruptcy, companies walked away.  

            6              The State of Alaska got furious and said, this 

            7    is not true.  I don't believe your report.  

            8              And so that's one thing that we keep trying that 

            9    we have been saying over time is that we are promised that 

           10    restoration will be done and they will clean it up, that 

           11    the animals will be able to go through there again.  

           12    Nuiqsut has to purchase three, four, five times as much 

           13    fuel to go after caribou now from years back.  

           14              And this restoration hasn't really been done, 

           15    apparently.  I did see something on the news that there 

           16    was some work that was being done, but I don't know to 

           17    what extent.  You know, promises have to be kept.  You 

           18    have to do what you need to do.  And if you are going to 

           19    say you are going to do something, then you better do it.  

           20    And if you walk away, then how can we trust these 

           21    companies that are saying that they can do it in an 

           22    environmentally safe way?  We are only talking about 

           23    exploration and leases.  I don't know to what extent that 

           24    we go in regards to impacts and at what stage.  

           25              There was discussion whether it's going to be 
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            1    tanked or in a pipeline.  Both ways involve bladders that 

            2    are going to be on the ocean floor filled with fuel, six 

            3    or more sitting there filled with oil.  And there will be 

            4    a pipe that will run up to the surface, two tankers from 

            5    each bladder or a pipe running to a pipeline that will run 

            6    on the floor of the ocean to another pipeline.  

            7              And there has been over 20 years of photography 

            8    of the ocean floor, and it has been mapped on how that ice 

            9    moves and scrapes the bottom of the ocean and they have 

           10    been doing this for years, arctic research, photographs in 

           11    that area over there, sale 193.  So, you know, I don't 

           12    know to what extent we talk about, you know, things and 

           13    whether we should be concerned 15 years from now if it 

           14    will be developed.  

           15              In a previous hearing, there was a former 

           16    employee that was on one of those rigs, and he said that 

           17    he had -- was afraid for his life at one time because of a 

           18    storm, and that two cables had broken.  And he was 

           19    thankful that that rig did not collapse or sink or 

           20    anything.  They were spared.  And he said no more.  

           21    Whether he broke his confidentiality agreement that he may 

           22    have signed with the company or -- I don't know.  I can't 

           23    speak for him.  But that was stated in a previous hearing.  

           24    That has not been put on the website.  

           25              We talk about transparency, openness.  We will 
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            1    give you all the information you need.  But we haven't 

            2    seen the transcripts of the hearings.  We haven't seen 

            3    what the other villages have said.  What I mean by "we," 

            4    is that anybody that could pick up a laptop like that 

            5    person over there and Googlize and look for hearings.  And 

            6    what they will see is that there are absolutely no 

            7    hearings for Point Hope from Point Hope on record in your 

            8    website.  

            9              The first one appears in 1986 or '83, which was 

           10    done by teleconference.  There were hearings that I 

           11    testified as the President of Native Village of Point Hope 

           12    in 1995 reflecting on the international code that we had 

           13    passed.  That's not on record.  That hearing took place in 

           14    Anchorage at the Egan Center in 1995.  And that's not on 

           15    the website.  There are other hearings that are there, but 

           16    nothing from Point Hope.  And it's very, very odd.  

           17              And then these recent ones that were in February 

           18    are not on the website.  Is there a reason why they are 

           19    not there?  

           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I'll look 

           21    into that.  Sir, would you like an opportunity?  

           22                    MR. ELIJAH ROCK, SR:  My name is Elijah 

           23    Rock, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain in Point Hope.  And 

           24    also Commissioner for Point Hope for nine years.  Just 

           25    talking to the government, federal government over in 
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            1    Washington, D.C. to make them understand that I'm Inupiat 

            2    and I have a lifestyle that was passed on to me and my 

            3    ancestors.  And I would like this lifestyle continue 

            4    without any interruption of any development of gas and 

            5    oil, if possible.  If it can't be safe, just don't do it 

            6    just like that because I like to have gas and oil from the 

            7    modern-day equipment I use to hunt with and heat my house.  

            8    I can't go back to my seal oil blubber stove to heat my 

            9    house, heat it all night like I'm used to today and I 

           10    cannot just go to the wall and turn my light off and on if 

           11    we have no gas and oil.  

           12              But that is something that needs to be really 

           13    considered from the federal government because the federal 

           14    government is our government, as far as I understand.  

           15    Then we have another government, it's the North Slope 

           16    Borough.  That's our government.  Then we have another one 

           17    that's the State government.  And that's another 

           18    government.  And we have a Native village government here 

           19    and we have a City government here in Point Hope, and you 

           20    know, governments are governments and governments and 

           21    governments.  But still, we are still here.  We are still 

           22    alive.  We continue to live because of the fact that we 

           23    were passed on, taught how to live the lifestyle that we 

           24    are immune to nowadays.  Even though a lot of the things 

           25    on our past went this way and that way, modernized, but 
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            1    still, you know, the federal government -- someone 

            2    mentioned that we have water out there, our sea, our 

            3    ocean.  Without the federal government, the State 

            4    government, from the shore out to three miles, the State 

            5    government owns that, rules anything in that area.  And 

            6    then from three miles on, it's the federal government 

            7    waters.  But we still hunt in them.  We still all live off 

            8    that ocean, even though the federal and State in them, 

            9    even though the federal and State government controls it.  

           10    We abide by their -- whatever they say.  We use it.  They 

           11    make the laws and they will continue to make these kind of 

           12    laws, I don't know, till kingdom come, I guess.  

           13              Anyway, I support everyone that is against oil 

           14    and gas development, but it's got to be safe, and somehow 

           15    we got to make an arrangement for the federal and the 

           16    State government to, you know -- without money we cannot 

           17    go buy the modern-day equipment that we use, the 

           18    modern-day food that we use.  We cannot survive just on 

           19    muktuk seal and -- anymore.  We have got to have 

           20    hamburger.  Our children are already used to that.  

           21              So if something can be arranged where we have 

           22    enough supply from the State and federal government to 

           23    keep us alive, if they -- if they happen to do something 

           24    wrong in our ocean and we can't utilize our Native food 

           25    anymore from the ocean.  
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            1              But everything migrates, as far as I understand.  

            2    All the animals in the ocean, even their food migrates.  

            3    Migrate meaning that, you know, they travel from the 

            4    low -- lower oceans up -- go up through our area and then 

            5    continue on over to Canada and Greenland because of the 

            6    currents.  They follow the current.  I've never seen -- 

            7    and also I've always heard from my Elders when we are out 

            8    hunting we -- we can't see any animals when the current is 

            9    from the west, only seals and polar bear.  That's all.  

           10    But every once in a while when the whales are migrating -- 

           11    this statement is not true either because some the whales 

           12    always come back because they can't continue on, no water.  

           13    They'll come back.  I caught one of those kind in my 

           14    whaling years in Point Hope.  

           15              And another thing I have a problem with is 

           16    our -- we deem that it's our ocean, but State and federal 

           17    own that ocean, and they right now they are opening it up 

           18    to tourist ships going through all the way around up north 

           19    across Canada, Greenland, everywhere.  And that's 

           20    something that, you know, we have seen and read about in 

           21    the Lower 48.  A lot of animals get hit by the props.  And 

           22    also there is a lot of fishing going on.  They make a 

           23    line, International Date Line for the other countries not 

           24    to come in, but they still come in and go over that 

           25    because there is nobody out there really leasing the area.  
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            1              And so when those nets are out there, any kind 

            2    of animal will get caught in those nets and die, can't 

            3    swim no more.  

            4              Anyway, thank you.  

            5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

            6    Sir, another opportunity, sir?  Would you like to make 

            7    another comment?

            8                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I pass.  

            9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am, you are welcome 

           10    to.  

           11                    MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  My name is Leah 

           12    Frankson.  When I first heard about the leasing, the sale, 

           13    and I made a comment on my Facebook about how people don't 

           14    understand how the effects would be because it's not them, 

           15    you know.  It's not them being affected.  And I said, you 

           16    know, how would they feel if -- if they didn't -- if they 

           17    couldn't eat shrimp no more, if they couldn't eat that.    

           18    And then sure enough, look what happened to them down 

           19    there, those shrimp -- shrimpers down there.  The 

           20    shrimpers, they are still being affected by what happened.  

           21              You know, look at what happened in Valdez.  That 

           22    wasn't even a pipe.  That wasn't a -- that was just a 

           23    boat.  25 years they couldn't be fishing, toxic waters.  

           24    Those are places that are connected that have 

           25    infrastructure or relief, you know.  There is no 
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            1    infrastructure set up up here, nothing.  Thousands of 

            2    miles out, there is nothing.  

            3              And even if there was, you would add on to the 

            4    noise pollution.  They track all of the pollution that in 

            5    this pristine environment that they don't even know what 

            6    might happen.  They don't even know what could happen 

            7    to -- to the ecosystem.  

            8              For the federal government to sell it in the 

            9    first place seems wrong to give some one person, one 

           10    group, one entity profit, and when it could affect so 

           11    much, it could devastate so much.  And I have to say, to 

           12    me, to allow that it looks like a crime against humanity.  

           13    Humans, humans here, my family, is eating from the ocean.  

           14    My family is eating from the ocean.  Everybody up here.  

           15              And it's not the first time the federal 

           16    government almost let things happen.  I was reading that 

           17    book on Howard Rock and how they almost got approved to do 

           18    nuclear bomb to change the land so they could, you know -- 

           19    to test it, to test -- to test up here.  Even there was 

           20    EPA back then, almost allow it.  And what would have 

           21    happened if they did?  We wouldn't be here if they did.  

           22              Together we stand up and they said no.  And they 

           23    are standing up and they are saying no to this, no matter 

           24    your profits.  Thank you.  

           25                    MS. LILY TUZROYLUKE:  Lily Tuzroyluke for 
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            1    the record.  Your agency, BOEMRE, has been in the news 

            2    lately for corruptions, for corruptions just as recently 

            3    as 2010.  Not these people that are sitting in front of 

            4    you, but the department that they work for, their 

            5    employees were found guilty for taking bribes from oil 

            6    companies.  From oil companies.  

            7              You stated earlier when this gentleman asked, he 

            8    asked what is your -- what is your stance on this issue, 

            9    and you said that you are neutral.  You said that you are 

           10    neutral, that you have to take consideration from both 

           11    sides.  

           12              I want to know what assurances happens -- what 

           13    assurance you can give me or the people here that the same 

           14    corruptions is not going to be happening again.  I know 

           15    that there is certain steps that you have been taking, but 

           16    I just wanted to bring that issue up since that is a 

           17    concern.  You are here to talk about the supplemental 

           18    environmental impact statement, and you spoke to the 

           19    Native village earlier about grading -- upgrading, and it 

           20    is my belief that your EIS is flawed.  It's extremely 

           21    flawed.  

           22              You take a lot of studies.  You do a lot of 

           23    studies on all the various animals.  We have -- at our 

           24    office, we have requested information under Freedom of 

           25    Information Act.  I don't know -- we asked for the 
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            1    information.  The first one is between the oil companies 

            2    and between BOEMRE, formerly MMS.  There is boxes and 

            3    boxes of animal studies, tons of animal studies saying how 

            4    the seismic testing, how the exploratory and the 

            5    explorations, how that would affect the animals.  

            6              But where I see the gaps -- and this is where 

            7    the traditional knowledge would come in -- is that you say 

            8    how insensitive the animals are, how a bowhead can take up 

            9    to X number of vessels, this volume up to an avalanche -- 

           10    I think it's the decibels equal to a volcano eruption, 

           11    avalanche, and bowhead can withstand that amount of 

           12    decibels, but as whalers and the experts here, the men and 

           13    the women here that do whaling, know that bowhead hearing 

           14    is very sensitive.  It's very sensitive.  

           15              The other -- the other major flaw that I see, 

           16    and I'm glad that you have here with you, is you have an 

           17    editor of the EIS that's -- yes.  There he is.  You take 

           18    all of the studies, these animal studies, and you get 

           19    these scientists to find out how this would impact the 

           20    animals.  Yes, and that is important.  But you don't look 

           21    at how or it will impact the human population and how it 

           22    will impact the culture.  

           23              It seems in our previous -- in previous sites, 

           24    things like Exxon, the Deepwater Horizon and other places 

           25    around the world, like the major deltas where there has 
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            1    been oil development, it devastates the people.  It 

            2    devastates the people.  That's the truth.  

            3              And you say that you are here to get the facts, 

            4    to find the truth, and the truth is that this will 

            5    devastate us.  This will devastate us.  So I just want 

            6    to -- I cannot urge enough that you have to dedicate -- 

            7    you dedicate scientists to look at animals.  You need to 

            8    look at the people that are going to be impacted.  

            9              That's all.  Thank you.  

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All very good comments.  

           11    Thank you.  Ma'am, would you like an opportunity?  No?  

           12    Okay.  I'm going to come around the table.  I don't want 

           13    anyone to be forgotten before I continue on.  Ma'am, would 

           14    you like another opportunity?  

           15                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  I'm Aggie 

           16    Frankson-Henry.  I'm a Tikigagmiu.  I'm from Point Hope.   

           17    As we all know that our ocean provides -- God provides for 

           18    us.  Like my Aunt Anna say, that they are given to us when 

           19    our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, our relatives go out to 

           20    harvest a marine mammal, even the fowls of the air, the 

           21    fish in the ocean, it's bountiful.  We are blessed.  And 

           22    knowing that, within this time period, we will be 

           23    impacted.  Be ready.  

           24              There may be a lot of traffic in the air.  

           25    That's why we didn't see our caribou migrated this last 
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            1    year.  There was a lot of traffic because of people up 

            2    north were impacted by a lot of studies through the 

            3    airway.  A lot of helicopters, planes.  All that, we are 

            4    going to be seeing that here.  And when they come in, we 

            5    need to try to get some taxes going so that we can at 

            6    least get a piece of -- get a dime.  If they come here and 

            7    put their equipment on our land, we need to make sure that 

            8    we -- we invest from that.  It's going to hurt us.  We 

            9    know.  We know once -- once they -- because the leases are 

           10    sold.  

           11              Those that are marked up there in the map in 

           12    gray are supposed to be red.  BOEMRE, or former MMS, sold 

           13    those leases to the oil companies, and they are still 

           14    looking for people -- I mean, companies to buy those other 

           15    leases.  But that's our backyard.  

           16              We were told when we were children never to mess 

           17    with the ocean because it's very dangerous, never to even 

           18    go out there and -- and put your feet in the water because 

           19    the current can take you away.  We have to respect the 

           20    ocean.  I was trained to respect the ocean.  And I'm 

           21    trying to tell my children to respect the ocean so that 

           22    they, too, will be blessed when they go out to harvest.  

           23              Mammals, animals, fowl in the air -- we like to 

           24    eat eider duck.  We like to eat kumaqs.  We like to eat 

           25    fish, whales, seals because we are blessed.  
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            1              We know that the NPRA is not in this map up 

            2    here, too.  How many leases have been sold in the NPRA?  

            3    Our neighbors up north, they are going to be seeing a big 

            4    change.  They are going to be highly regulated.  They are 

            5    going to be so polluted that they will ask us how.  What 

            6    did we do?  What did you say to them to prevent this from 

            7    happening?  We stand up and we said no.  

            8              And it's so hard to see our culture, our 

            9    traditional way of life in front of us, knowing it might 

           10    not be there anymore five to ten years from now because we 

           11    won't be able to celebrate the whale.  But we love to eat 

           12    the bowhead whale, the beluga whale.  We are whalers.  And 

           13    we harvest because we were taught by our fathers, our 

           14    grandfathers, our mothers, our grandmothers, and our 

           15    forefathers.  We are a rich community.  God blessed our 

           16    land with a lot of berries every season.  There may be 

           17    times when there is a drought.  

           18              As we see today on the news, the violent storms, 

           19    the -- the flooding that's going on in the Lower 48, their 

           20    vegetation, their animals, their land is being taken from 

           21    disaster through Mother Nature.  And now look at us today.  

           22    That's where all -- you know, we are -- and also in Japan, 

           23    the big earthquake that happened, and now we are afraid of 

           24    the radiation that may come into our waters and that we 

           25    may be affected, too.  
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            1              We hurt for people in the Gulf of Mexico, 

            2    Louisiana.  We hurt for them, too, because they have a 

            3    mom.  They have a dad.  They have children.  They have 

            4    grandparents that relied on these resources that put food 

            5    on the table.  But then it hurts.  It hurts those 

            6    families.  

            7              And what did the government do with offshore 

            8    that was devastated at the Gulf of Mexico?  How long did 

            9    it take them to act and try to clean up the mess?  It's 

           10    going to be even longer here in the Arctic because it's so 

           11    sensitive, our ecosystem.  And we are sensitive, too, 

           12    because we rely.  We rely on what was given to us, the 

           13    resources.  

           14              I know we are modernized.  We have a lot of 

           15    technology, but there is other ways that they can, other 

           16    ways of -- of trying to provide.  We know that our 

           17    government has to pay China, but we don't -- we are also 

           18    impacted by that because of the greed.  But we love our 

           19    government, too, because we are Americans.  

           20              But I'm saying no.  I choose no development on 

           21    the multilease sale Beaufort Sea and Chukchi Sea planning 

           22    area oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and 221.  I 

           23    support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea no lease 

           24    sale.  

           25              And those of you that are here today, you have 
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            1    until July 11th to put in your comments.  There is a 

            2    website that you can go to.  I have that in my office if 

            3    you need help to put it in writing to these -- to BOEMRE 

            4    to help because we know -- we have -- we have Dish.  We 

            5    have TV, those of you who likes to watch news like I do.  

            6    We see what's going on.  

            7              The United States is hurting.  Maybe it's 

            8    because we are almost against Israel.  We need to pray for 

            9    Israel so that we will be blessed, so God will have us in 

           10    our favor.  Today here in the Arctic Slope, that's what we 

           11    do.  Because God has blessed us with these resources in 

           12    the oceans, in the sea, in the rivers, and in the air.  

           13              And I hope and pray that the decisionmaker 

           14    listen to our comments.  We know that this was done from 

           15    the other previous President of the United States, but the 

           16    President today, Obama, we know that his term is almost 

           17    over, but he's given us the opportunity to speak with the 

           18    federal government, with government-to-government 

           19    consultation, executive order 175131 so that we can have a 

           20    voice in our community.

           21              We are Tikigagmius.  We will always say our 

           22    voice.  Thank you.  

           23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your offer 

           24    to help people with the regs.gov.  Thank you very much.  

           25    That was very helpful.  Sir, would you like an 
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            1    opportunity?  Back to the Elder table, anyone like to make 

            2    another comment?  

            3                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  I wish -- I was 

            4    wishing that the sea mammals and the animals that would be 

            5    affected by these offshore drilling activities were here 

            6    to testify with us, you know.  It is meaningful because 

            7    they provide -- they provide us the food from the ocean.  

            8    And my question is, who will make the final decision on 

            9    what's going to happen after all the impact statements are 

           10    taken care of and the testimonies?  

           11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The Secretary of the 

           12    Interior.  

           13                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Is it the federal 

           14    government -- 

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.

           16                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  -- or the United 

           17    States Supreme Court or MMS?  

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the Secretary 

           19    of the Interior, Ken Salazar.  He makes the final 

           20    decision.

           21                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Ken Salazar?  

           22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.  

           23                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  I oppose on the lease 

           24    sale, too, and the reason on that is I was thinking about 

           25    it.  I read this one book about those Indians when the 
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            1    federal government took their land from them and, you 

            2    know, the good Lord really, he won't take our water from 

            3    us, God willing.  

            4              You know, we have food -- we have food shortage 

            5    a lot of times, and you go in my refrigerator or my 

            6    freezer, you are not going to find no White Man's food in 

            7    there.  It's all Eskimo food.  And that's provided from 

            8    what people give me or when we go out to hunt.  And that's 

            9    how we live.  

           10              So you think -- think about you our children and 

           11    our grandchildren.  If you think about that, it's real 

           12    hard.  I heard everybody being against it, so I hope the 

           13    Secretary of the Interior will think twice about it before 

           14    they do anything.  You know, it's our land, our water, our 

           15    sea.  And I remember that one man that mentioned that 

           16    hunger knows no law.  We are not going to go to that 

           17    extinct -- we are not going to go that far, but the 

           18    testimonies of these people, I hope they really listen to 

           19    what they are saying.  It's from the heart.  They are 

           20    saying that from their heart, and that's what I'm doing, 

           21    too, the same thing.  

           22              That's the only way we provide our food.  I 

           23    can't go to the store.  If I did, I have to spend, 2-, 

           24    $300 just to get what I need.  And you know, when you buy 

           25    meat -- did you go to the store to see how much the meats 
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            1    are?  They are about $18 a pound.  You think about that.  

            2              You got to think about all the testimonies of 

            3    these people.  You got to think about it from your heart; 

            4    not just by looking at them, but from the heart.  I really 

            5    hope that you do listen to us because I know that the good 

            6    Lord will be with us.  And I hope the Secretary of the 

            7    Interior will think twice before he signs that paper.  

            8              Money is not really anything, you know, when you 

            9    think about it.  It is a lot of times, but money is not 

           10    anything compared to our food that we get.  The men hunt 

           11    for it, too.  It's not easy for them to be out there 

           12    hunting.  If you ever tried going out to go hunt like they 

           13    do, I don't think you would last a week, but they -- they 

           14    dare through that just so we would have food on the table.  

           15    I just wanted to say that.  Thank you.  

           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           17                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's been a long battle 

           18    since 2008.  A lot of things happened between 2008 and 

           19    now.  A lot of meetings, a lot of planning, a lot of 

           20    development talk.  Our corporation, ASRC; our cousins, 

           21    Olgoonik Corporation, and other corporations are getting 

           22    involved with oil development without your guys' 

           23    knowledge.  

           24              We don't know what's been happening, but we 

           25    would like to ask the government to do investigation on 
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            1    what's been happening since the Native Village of Point 

            2    Hope said no to offshore activity.  Point Hope is not new 

            3    to this.  It's been years and years and years from my 

            4    father was alive, my uncle [indiscernible] and all these 

            5    other people, my mother, all these people that attend 

            6    these meetings because the government want to go out to 

            7    the ocean we love the most.  And all these years they have 

            8    been saying no but, still, the government come back again 

            9    and ask the same thing, could we do some lease sales in 

           10    that area.  

           11              And as we had a president by the name of George 

           12    Bush, the George Bush era has disappeared.  George Bush 

           13    wanted development in the Arctic.  George Bush got a big 

           14    donation from oil companies to become president.  So you 

           15    see, George Bush wanted to do development right away.  

           16              I thank Native Village of Point Hope for passing 

           17    a resolution opposing offshore activity in the Chukchi and 

           18    the Beaufort.  A lot of things are happening.  This past 

           19    week they called an Arctic Summit.  Any of our people is 

           20    attending that Arctic Summit?  There was another big 

           21    meeting I got invited to.  It was Shell Oil, Shell Oil 

           22    meeting with Chamber of Commerce talking about the 

           23    Chukchi, talking about development.  And where is our 

           24    people?  A lot of meetings happening since 2008.  

           25              I would like to be home, but I love you people.  
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            1    I love our way of life, and that's the only way I can keep 

            2    up with this very hot issue that's in front of our 

            3    community.  After listening tonight, we gave you strong 

            4    encouragement to even fight harder to let you guys know 

            5    100 percent that attended this meeting is against offshore 

            6    activity.  

            7              The biggest scare is an oil spill.  They said 

            8    there is no danger in shallow water like the Deepwater 

            9    Horizon.  I had a chance to go visit the Deep Horizon 

           10    [sic] oil spill.  I had a chance to witness what I always 

           11    been talking about if there was an oil spill.  I had a 

           12    chance to feel the crude oil that the birds and the 

           13    alligators and the fish got into.  

           14              So you see, we should all oppose offshore 

           15    activity.  It's too precious to give away.  We always look 

           16    forward to see qinu come every fall.  We call it our very 

           17    first ice.  But if there is any oil spill, we will see 

           18    black crude coming like qinu like the fresh ice that goes 

           19    to Point Hope every fall, and we don't want that to 

           20    happen.  

           21              There is no proven science technology to clean 

           22    oil spill.  Let the record know that Point Hope says there 

           23    is no proven technology.  Science can't prove that.  

           24              Salazar, we have many meetings with him.  

           25    Echohawk, we have many meetings with them.  EPA 
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            1    Washington, D.C., we have many meetings with them.  And we 

            2    have meetings with Senators and Congressmen.  We got 

            3    friends that always happens get votes to fight against the 

            4    offshore activity in the Arctic.  

            5              So you see, we are not alone because the tribe 

            6    is very powerful.  We have got a Constitution of the 

            7    United States, thanks to Jackson [sic].  We foster and 

            8    protect our way of life.  We got to understand that.  We 

            9    got to stick together.  Without to sticking together, 

           10    things will happen.  When we stick together, things always 

           11    happen in a good way.  

           12              Just remember, Point Hope should say no, no, no 

           13    to offshore activity.  Thank you.  

           14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  I'm 

           15    not going to forget this side of the room.  Ma'am?  

           16                    MS. LILLIAN LANE:  Lillian Lane.  Call me 

           17    Anna.  As I was sitting here and wondering what else I 

           18    should say, my mom called me.  She just came back from 

           19    Kotzebue.  She's doing well, praise God.  She said I had 

           20    other plans to do something else tonight, and that was 

           21    church.  I love to go to church.  And Mom said there was a 

           22    very important meeting that's going on.  You need to go 

           23    and voice.  You need to go voice.  You need to go say 

           24    something.  

           25              So when she put that on me, I had no choice but 
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            1    to come here and say what my heart says, wants me to say.  

            2    Like others, my freezers are filled with ducks, muktuk, 

            3    walrus, oogruk, agvik, seal oil.  

            4              I don't want to -- I don't want to see seas on 

            5    account of man-made mistake, technical mistake.  I love to 

            6    eat my mikigaq.  I love to eat my meat.  

            7              I told myself I'm just going to say a few words, 

            8    and that will be it.  But right now, my heart is speaking.  

            9    Ever since the Man of No Color has set foot on our 

           10    society, there has been changes.  Majority of the time 

           11    it's bad changes.  They have hurt our people, physical, 

           12    mentally, spiritually.  We are tired of being pushed 

           13    around, being told what to do.  Enough is enough.  

           14              Our brave men who set their -- set themselves 

           15    out in the ocean to catch what they could catch -- and 

           16    they have been very successful this year.  God has blessed 

           17    us mightily.  Once again, I -- from the bottom of my 

           18    heart, from the bottom of my heart we plead and we beg 

           19    that you don't allow to do this to us.  They have done 

           20    enough to us.  

           21              You folks out there don't know what it's like to 

           22    live out here.  You have to come out here and live it, to 

           23    understand what we go through.  

           24              Like my boy, he's out there hunting right now.  

           25    I encourage him to go hunting.  I want my freezers filled 
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            1    as much as I can get.  We not only feed ourselves, but for 

            2    the community.  We share.  This is a sharing community.  

            3    We give first and take whatever is left over.  And still 

            4    our freezers are full, whether they be in the ice cellar 

            5    or the new freezers.  

            6              I don't know what else I can say more because to 

            7    beg and plead, I don't usually beg or plead, but this time 

            8    I am.  I am.  I don't beg or plead.  It's for the good of 

            9    our people.  

           10              But thank you for coming again and listening to 

           11    our comments.  And I hope they really take it to heart and 

           12    understand, truly understand where we are coming from 

           13    before they make this decision whether to do it or not to 

           14    do it.  

           15              Thank you.  Lillian Lane.  

           16                    MS. EVA LONG:  I know I said no to that 

           17    paper.  I'm Eva Long and I'm against offshore whaling 

           18    [sic].  Thank you.  Offshore drilling.  I like whaling.

           19                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  First of all, I want 

           20    to say my name is Caroline Cannon.  And tonight I wanted 

           21    to listen because it's the people that gives us direction 

           22    as leaders what to say.  We carry the message behind our 

           23    back.  And I just want to commend everyone tonight for 

           24    speaking from your hearts.  Many times I carry that 

           25    luggage.  
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            1              When I leave from here with the plane and I get 

            2    to Kotzebue, there is times I visualize an oil rig.  There 

            3    is times I visualize black ice.  There is times I cry.  I 

            4    ask many times, why me?  Why me?  There is leaders in the 

            5    community with many long knowledge, wisdom.  A gift that 

            6    can reach out to the people in English or in Inupiaq.  

            7              There are many times I miss my children's 

            8    birthdays, anniversaries, but tonight I am very pleased to 

            9    hear; tonight I am so blessed because it's the same 

           10    message.  

           11              We envision the ocean with the rigs.  I have a 

           12    little reminder from a friend from Valdez, a jar full of 

           13    their rocks with the oil, the black oil, and they just dug 

           14    that not too long ago.  That is my reminder I keep in my 

           15    room.  We are blessed with three whales this year.  We had 

           16    the opportunity to see many things happening within our -- 

           17    in our -- in front of us.  A lot of joy.  

           18              And yet we know how damaging it can be if there 

           19    is one drop -- one drop oil -- I mean, oil drop.  We know 

           20    how damaging that can be.  That can be forever.  

           21              I grew up with five brothers, so I never really 

           22    had a chance to put five gallons into our tank.  But one 

           23    time my brothers weren't home.  Mom said I had to go put 

           24    stove oil in our tank, and I cooveed.  I spilled.  I 

           25    cooveed, and I saw that oil go straight to the snow 
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            1    rapidly.  And that five gallons was valuable to my 

            2    parents.  That little drop was valuable to our household.  

            3    And it broke my heart.  I couldn't contain it.  It spill.  

            4    It went directly to the ground.  

            5              So knowing that, at that time I didn't know that 

            6    that would educate me, somewhat help me to know how 

            7    crucial or how -- how the materials is as a liquid.  

            8              So I just want to say that I am so blessed to 

            9    hear people coming forward.  I'm always speaking them out.  

           10    I'm not trying to put myself up, but when I visit Elders 

           11    and they bless me, keep on, keep on.  And we are facing 

           12    our own people.  Our own people.  

           13              It's hard, but tonight is a critical meeting.  

           14    We have schedules which we shared with -- we had a meeting 

           15    with the group earlier.  And we shared that our 

           16    calendar -- our subsistence way of life evolves on the 

           17    weather.  We can't program and say we are going to catch 

           18    oogruks in two weeks.  We can't program this and say we 

           19    are going to go with this.  We have to do it while it's 

           20    available, while it's here.  A lot of us want to be out 

           21    there, but I'm glad that we have some people here.  Many 

           22    times have we had meetings, and there is only a handful.  

           23              And I envision our rich heritage, our culture 

           24    and the live berries if we don't speak up when it's 

           25    already too late.  But I'm so grateful that we had 
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            1    mentors, the people before us, our Elders, that were vocal 

            2    that liked to say their piece, our mentors that protected 

            3    our land, our ocean.  They cared.  There is many -- and 

            4    yet at that time they cared, but they weren't -- they 

            5    weren't given compensation.  No meeting fees.  

            6              A lot of times we have to travel with what 

            7    little we have in our pocket.  If you go to D.C., you 

            8    can't get anywhere without a cab.  There are hotels.  You 

            9    think it's ridiculous here in Alaska; $200 a night in 

           10    Anchorage during the summer rate?  It's 3-, $400 over 

           11    there.  What little money you have, if they put you in 

           12    a -- in a hotel, you're going to see little critters 

           13    because we can't afford that.  We can't afford that 

           14    lifestyle.  But it's critical that we have a voice.  

           15              I just want to say thank you.  Thank you for 

           16    opening the doors because these doors were shut before.  

           17    Believe me, they were shut.  There are open doors now.  

           18    There is opportunities for Native tribes to get up and 

           19    speak and to be recognized.  Sometimes you feel like you 

           20    are walking the trail by yourself when you don't have 

           21    nothing.  But it has to be heard.  You have to be heard 

           22    irregardless.  

           23              Remember the big issue about those coupons on 

           24    the beds not too long ago?  Many times we have to sleep in 

           25    a hotel that's not even worth it.  Don't want to even get 
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            1    inside the blankets because that's how it looks.  

            2    Sometimes it's filthy.  Who in their right mind would 

            3    travel for five or six days?  

            4              There are times you can barely get 300.  People 

            5    think we make money.  We don't.  We are a tribal 

            6    government with very little.  I know someone had made a 

            7    comment many times in our meetings that it's just like 

            8    pennies.  But you know what?  The reward is so big when 

            9    you land a whale, the reward is so great when you have 

           10    that celebration, when you recognize that child that was 

           11    born this year, when you see an Elder crying from their 

           12    heart, quuyah.  The reward is so great.  

           13              Many times we speak.  We testify over and over 

           14    and over again.  But it's through your prayers that we are 

           15    able to stand firm.  Our mentors and our God (Speaking in 

           16    Inupiaq), the whaling captains, the umialiks back in the 

           17    day.  But with honor, with respect.  And it is because of 

           18    them we are standing here today.  

           19              I get curious many times as I travel, why aren't 

           20    they including the coastal villages such as Savoonga, 

           21    Gambell, Kivalina?  Because it's those three villages, 

           22    when they see me on the road or when they see me in the 

           23    airport or wherever, they come and thank me.  They don't 

           24    go to their villages to go get their -- to get their 

           25    public comments, but they are -- they are being impacted.  
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            1    We need to include them.  I don't have -- I don't know 

            2    their -- their background.  I know the walrus is crucial 

            3    to them, to Savoonga and Diomede for the covering of the 

            4    boat.  That's all I know.  But at one time they used to 

            5    come here with boats to celebrate with us.  

            6              There is a lot of issues that were said tonight, 

            7    a lot of critical ones, but I just want to commend -- 

            8    commend the BOEMRE -- sometimes we say bummer.  But thanks 

            9    for taking this time and giving us the adequate time as 

           10    you go around a circle.  I heard many, many, many 

           11    heartfelt testimonies coming from your heart because I 

           12    feel like this is one of the last meetings that's going to 

           13    occur.  We have to exercise our rights as human beings.  

           14              I don't want my great-grandkids to go to the 

           15    library and say oh, my amua did this.  Did they really do 

           16    this?  No.  I want them to have that opportunity to 

           17    practice what we do today.  

           18              I just thank you all for saying and coming and 

           19    saying your piece.  I felt it tonight like never before.  

           20    But I stress that you need to go to the other villages, 

           21    the villages that I mentioned that are being impacted.  I 

           22    know July is just around the corner, but it's critical 

           23    that they be heard.  Nome needs to be one station, one 

           24    area.  They have whaling communities in that area.  

           25              Climate change is one thing that we are seeing 
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            1    firsthand (Speaking in Inupiaq).  Our weather has changed, 

            2    the ice condition, you name it.  But I don't want to echo 

            3    what everybody has been saying.  There is a lot of good 

            4    statements.  I came here tonight.  And we would like to 

            5    see the reports.  We want it on the Internet.  We wanted 

            6    to be able to have access to it because where is Point 

            7    Hope.  

            8              And I'm just grateful that there is a whaling 

            9    captain's wife over here.  She said this land is my land.  

           10    To see her grandkids here, when you have tutichiats, I 

           11    visit her house and I see her grandkids.  Many grandkids.  

           12    So I was thankful that the Lord blessed them with a whale, 

           13    the hard work it takes to land a whale to prepare.  

           14              I'm thankful for the Kinneeveauks.  I'm thankful 

           15    for the Lanes, the Killigvuks, that we were able to 

           16    celebrate the true meaning of being a (Speaking in 

           17    Inupiaq), and to share with our brothers and sisters 

           18    hagmaktus [Inupiaq ph].  I want to thank my uma Leo for 

           19    coming home and sharing his knowledge with the songs that 

           20    he has that we have yet to learn because they are so 

           21    precious in our hearts.  They are so, so -- so much who we 

           22    are.  

           23              I said enough, but again, I want to thank 

           24    everyone for coming.  Taikuu.  

           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very 
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            1    much.  Sir, would you like another opportunity?

            2                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Shakes head.)  

            3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am?  

            4                    MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  Hi, I'm Margaret 

            5    Oktollik, and I'm against offshore drilling, and it is -- 

            6    I haven't been home for many years, and it is good to go 

            7    home to the whaling tradition, and it is a very -- it 

            8    describes the whale spread around the whole village,

            9    and it's going to hurt when they do the drilling and 

           10    it's -- I don't know why they choose this place right now 

           11    because I grew up here in Point Hope.  And I -- we live 

           12    off the shore and the land.  And I don't know why it's 

           13    coming right now.  

           14              My kids are learning the tradition, too, and 

           15    it's -- the tradition is the main culture around here in 

           16    Point Hope.  This is the oldest village in Point Hope -- 

           17    in Alaska.  We -- it's -- it's -- it's -- this place is 

           18    critical right now.  I mean, I don't know.  It's fine to 

           19    be home and it's good to see everybody sharing, everybody 

           20    getting along.  And the community is still the same, and I 

           21    hope it stays this way.  And I want my kids to see how 

           22    much it is to love one another and share with one another 

           23    and care for each and every one.  My kids really love 

           24    being home.  I'm against everything.  I'm done.  

           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am, would 
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            1    you like another comment, please?  

            2                    MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  My husband is a 

            3    whaling captain.  You know, I was thinking while you guys 

            4    were all talking about money and having food in the 

            5    freezer.  Every time we have money, we spend it and the 

            6    next day you have no more money.  But you still have the 

            7    food of -- the Native food that we share through the 

            8    villages everywhere.  All over the Alaska peoples trying 

            9    the mikigaq and everything.  If I was a millionaire, I 

           10    would have every one of these poor little people go to 

           11    every meeting you guys have.  

           12              But, you know, the only thing I'm proud to be, 

           13    to tell you guys the truth, that I love to be Native 

           14    American to share our traditional ways.  And I will fight 

           15    for what we are doing right now.  And when we teach our 

           16    kids how to say no when the bad things are -- when we have 

           17    bad things, we say no.  

           18              And this -- these things we are trying to say 

           19    no, which you guys can't hear.  And we are trying to tell 

           20    you guys over and over, no means no.  Like we always teach 

           21    our kids, no, you can't do this.  But what's the use?  You 

           22    guys have to open your ears and open your hearts because 

           23    you know -- but every time we have money we spend it, but 

           24    we still have the Native foods with us for the rest of our 

           25    lives.  We can't change.  
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            1              And the ocean -- you guys eat, too.  Like the 

            2    fish, like the shrimp, crabs.  You guys eat those things, 

            3    too.  It hurts you peoples, too.  Not only us, because you 

            4    guys love to eat those things, too.  And I -- you know, 

            5    common sense that you have to use, too.  

            6              But I respect each and every one of you guys and 

            7    the ones that are fighting for us, like Caroline and 

            8    Oktollik, to fight for us.  And we are making them strong 

            9    to respect them.  We pay for them to help us.  But they 

           10    are -- they are doing their best, but we pray for them to 

           11    be strong for us because we can't do it.  And I respect 

           12    them, for them peoples to doing that for us.  And you 

           13    know, we said no.  

           14              And thank you.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  

           16    Would you like to make a comment?  You okay?  Okay.  Thank 

           17    you.  Would you like to make a comment?  Okay.  

           18              Well, it's getting late but, then, again, I want 

           19    to make sure everybody feels their voice was heard.  This 

           20    is important.  So is there anybody else that would like to 

           21    raise their hand and say something?  I mean, I don't want 

           22    to exclude anyone.  

           23                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  We heard a lot that 

           24    was said earlier.  There were a lot of points that were 

           25    made, and really valid points.  We need jobs.  We need 
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            1    this oil.  We don't like being poor.  We expect to be 

            2    respected.  Treat us like everyone else.  This is not 

            3    Ecuador.  Those people had their oil stolen right from 

            4    under them.  They had to go to the UN.  So did we.  And 

            5    the UN combined Ecuador and us together in regards to 

            6    discrimination against indigenous peoples.  Five 

            7    transnational corporations through their resolution that 

            8    they passed in 1989 and did their investigation, and we 

            9    responded.  

           10              Our issue was Prudhoe Bay at that time.  We 

           11    didn't get a chance to talk about offshore, but we did 

           12    indicate what our impacts were with that Prudhoe Bay.  The 

           13    impacts on those animals that live up there, the birds 

           14    that live up there, the migratory life.  And we were very 

           15    thorough about the impacts that had taken place back then.  

           16    There were 200 holes in that Trans-Alaska Pipeline back 

           17    then.  And the person who blew the whistle was persecuted.  

           18    And this was testified before.  

           19              But getting back to jobs, oil, opportunities, 

           20    business, and they talk about that place up there.  I have 

           21    been working for a village corporation since 1983.  I had 

           22    to be involved with title recovery in regards to those 

           23    people that had filed for Native allotments as their own 

           24    from the federal government.  They almost did not get any 

           25    of their allotments on the coast because the federal 
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            1    government said it is valuable for oil and gas.  And that 

            2    is reserved to the United States.  And if you have got 

            3    evidence otherwise, please provide it to us.  Naturally, 

            4    we did, but they made that statement.  So there is oil 

            5    here on shore.  

            6              In 1980, the Alaska Lands Interest Conservation 

            7    Lands Act [sic], ANILCA they call it, mandated an 

            8    inventory of every square inch of Alaska.  What minerals 

            9    are there?  What oil is there?  Did they let us know?  No, 

           10    they didn't let us know where everything is.  They want 

           11    to -- they wanted us not to know because of this 

           12    competitive arrangement, competition, intellectual 

           13    property.  But we have oil here.  We need to know in order 

           14    to make a clear decision.  

           15              Is it really the end of the world when there is 

           16    more than 50 years of oil in the Lower 48 for the whole 

           17    country?  Tar sands and shale oil.  What about Prudhoe 

           18    Bay, the Shuvlik formation, the shale there, which will 

           19    last and keep that pipeline alive through 2074 at 660,000 

           20    barrels a day then.  

           21              And we got this impression that was hitting us 

           22    hard in the year 2000 during the Bush Administration's 

           23    last phases.  This is a crisis.  We got no oil.  What are 

           24    we going to do?  And a couple of Senators and Congressmen 

           25    stand up and say, hey, wait a minute.  There is 62,000,000 
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            1    acres that are leased now.  And you are not even touching 

            2    it?  And you want to go offshore over there?  You want to 

            3    go offshore in California?  We said no to that.  But you 

            4    still want to do it, and yet you have 62,000,000 acres 

            5    sitting right there leased, and it's not being developed.  

            6              What's wrong with this picture?  Is there a 

            7    national security issue?  Is there a problem?  There is 

            8    all this controversial propaganda, whatever, that's being 

            9    pressed upon us without true facts as to exactly what is 

           10    there.  Naturally we brought it up to the oil companies 

           11    when they come in our doors and we close the door and they 

           12    sit around and talk and have tea with us, business.  And 

           13    we say, hey, wait a minute, there is oil right there.  How 

           14    come you don't want that?  There is nothing there.  It's 

           15    over there, but not here.  Which is a finite lie.  And why 

           16    did they lie?  Because that oil over there is free.  There 

           17    is no tax.  

           18              As a matter of fact, there was incentives until 

           19    Obama said, hey, wait a minute, there is something wrong 

           20    with this picture.  We are paying you guys to take this 

           21    oil, you know.  How are we going to deal with our deficit?  

           22              So we have all this oil on shore, and these oil 

           23    companies running around with their temptation, that 

           24    apple.  And they are even picking on our leadership, our 

           25    business and saying that's the only way to go when we 
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            1    haven't really got a clear picture what we really are -- 

            2    what we really have here.  

            3              This area is the largest oil patch in the world.  

            4    We are sitting on a bowl.  The edge of the bowl is Point 

            5    Hope, Wainwright, Point Lay.  And it's being sucked from 

            6    the middle, not from the edge.  And we are left with 

            7    nothing, because it's being stolen from over here from 

            8    next door way far away.  They really should deal with what 

            9    there is now and what you can deal with now and quit 

           10    messing around with stuff that we can't deal with.  There 

           11    is no technology to clean up oil in broken ice.  

           12              Did you see those pictures from the Norway 

           13    study, from the Canadian MacKenzie study?  Those ice were 

           14    far apart from each other, lots of water, no wind.  Great 

           15    job.  We can do it.  I looked at satellite photos all year 

           16    looking at the ice formations.  We had a tough year.  All 

           17    the way from Barrow to here, that ice really moved around.  

           18    There would have been no way to clean up.  We just finally 

           19    lost some of this ice just recently.  It's been stuck for 

           20    a while.  

           21              Our businesses have opportunities, but they are 

           22    being abused by oil companies for gold instead of silver, 

           23    as a figure of speech.  The technology is not for the 

           24    offshore yet, but the technology sure is for onshore.  If 

           25    the federal government has told me this is valuable for 
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            1    oil and gas, then let's deal with it here before we even 

            2    go offshore.  Work on that technology because the 

            3    technology has not changed through Arctic research, 

            4    through the National Science Foundation, over the years 

            5    has not changed at all.  They have to be forced into it or 

            6    something to come out with a way to deal with this.  

            7              I don't know if you remember the Santa Barbara 

            8    accident in the '60s, but the depth of that accident is 

            9    the very same depth as that -- those areas over there, 150 

           10    feet deep.  And when that thing leaked, it tore the 

           11    ground, and you can't plug a torn ground.  And how fast 

           12    did that oil spread in 150 feet of water versus a mile?  

           13    It went fast.  Did they actually clean it up?  Did they 

           14    plug it?  That's what we are faced with here.  

           15              This is shallow water, and there is talk about 

           16    weakening and streamlining regulations on shallow water.  

           17    That was on the news today.  That's what they want to do.  

           18    But it's shallow water.  It's like an hourglass.  And I 

           19    don't see how that was missed.  But at the same time, 

           20    there is oil on shore outside of the petroleum reserve.  

           21    Our businesses should have control over that.  That was 

           22    why they were formed with that relationship with the 

           23    federal government under this forceful Alaska Native 

           24    Claims Settlement Act, with that partnership arrangement 

           25    for the economic opportunity for that corporation and ours 
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            1    to do it in our impacted areas per testimony back then 

            2    with that expectation.  But these oil companies got in the 

            3    way and attempt offshore.  

            4              And it really gives you a picture with regards 

            5    to what Alaska has said, what the governor has said.  And 

            6    what is his background?  A lobbyist for oil companies.  

            7    Even though we get nothing out of it, he say we are going 

            8    to get jobs.  It's a good thing.  When that pipeline runs 

            9    through, it runs through the National Petroleum Reserve.  

           10              Is it taxable by the North Slope Borough?  No.  

           11    It's federal property.  Is it taxable by the tribe?  Yes.  

           12    But has the tribe practiced it?  No.  Has there been 

           13    technical assistance to make it happen?  No.  Has it been 

           14    through court rulings that ruled in favor of that tribal 

           15    government?  Yes.  Has there been technical assistance 

           16    provided?  No.  To make it happen as the 

           17    government-to-government in regards to delegation of 

           18    authority as a government-to-government.  

           19              We are equal, almost like clones, whether we 

           20    like it or not.  And we share that responsibility.  But 

           21    there is so much oil that's on shore.  BP just purchased 

           22    property next to the pipeline, 30-some-odd thousand acres.  

           23    And that oil there is, what, 17,000,000,000 barrels, which 

           24    will last us until 2074.  At 660 [sic] barrels in 2074.  

           25              And so we keep hearing from personnel from the 
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            1    federal government that we have a national security 

            2    problem.  This is an urgent issue.  We need this oil.  But 

            3    at the same time, we are hearing these other things, which 

            4    nobody really knows about.  I mean, I have to beg to 

            5    Google to get that information and see and talk to other 

            6    people to see what's going on while we still haven't seen 

            7    what ANILCA has provided on that mandate of inventory of 

            8    the land.  

            9              So there isn't -- we have no oil.  It's just 

           10    that there was interest that was shown.  When you look at 

           11    those technical reports that were done in the '70s, you 

           12    notice that there is an interesting trend in regards to 

           13    location.  Nome, Kotzebue, Cook Inlet, Aleutians.  And who 

           14    did them?  KPMG, an accounting company.  Are they 

           15    trustworthy?  What did they focus on?  Were their 

           16    biological studies accurate?  And how much did they focus 

           17    on that?  

           18              There are over 50 technical reports that were 

           19    provided by your website that I tried to look through.  

           20    There were three for the Navarin Basin, maybe one or two 

           21    for the Nome area, one or two for Kotzebue, about 

           22    20-some-odd for the Beaufort, maybe six for the Hope 

           23    Basin, Point Hope area.  The Point Hope area was focusing 

           24    on Kotzebue information because we refused to cooperate.  

           25    So there is technical missing information.  Whether -- you 
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            1    know, I mean, that information needs to be looked at and 

            2    taken seriously.  

            3              In regards to technical knowledge or 

            4    intellectual knowledge or intellectual property, Brown & 

            5    Associates, who is your contractor, had only gone to Point 

            6    Lay for the Hope basin sale 193.  They did not get 

            7    information from Wainwright or Point Hope for the Hope 

            8    basin sale 193.  Point Lay was the only source for EPA.  I 

            9    don't know if Brown & Associates worked for anyone else, 

           10    but they did admit to EPA -- admit that that was what they 

           11    got when they started talking about their permits, water, 

           12    air.  

           13              We have the right for taxation.  The situation 

           14    that we are faced with doesn't make any sense.  The State 

           15    is literally trying to give away its oil because of this 

           16    offshore situation.  And the governor is getting whipped 

           17    for trying to do it.  Say, hey, wait a minute, man, you 

           18    are giving it away.  We are paying 80 cents on the dollar 

           19    for you to drill oil.  We are reimbursing you 80 cents on 

           20    the dollar here in Alaska on shore.  And we are willing to 

           21    give you even more.  And that's when the governor got 

           22    slapped around.  

           23              But I truly believe that there is oil here on 

           24    shore.  I don't know why they are not going after that.  

           25    It's safer.  For all we know, it's more than what ANWR 
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            1    has.  And this is outside of the petroleum reserve.  We 

            2    are not even talking about Kotzebue, Fairbanks.  

            3              Their situation is -- is an interesting one; so 

            4    is ours.  We have to give 70 percent away.  Are we going 

            5    to deal with that?  Have you ever decided to give away 70 

            6    percent of your paycheck to someone else?  That's what we 

            7    are faced with.  Onshore.  

            8              And if the government is willing to reimburse us 

            9    for that, then maybe you got something going.  But still 

           10    our government -- our businesses should have an 

           11    opportunity to develop what is theirs onshore and not be 

           12    told by these oil companies that's the way to go.  You 

           13    don't have any oil.  Well, that might not even be true.  

           14    We need to know what the real facts are because I don't 

           15    know what they are.  I'm trying to understand.  

           16                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Excuse me.  Can we 

           17    have some water or something?  We are getting dry.  

           18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I think we are going to 

           19    have to take a short break.  Let's take a short break 

           20    here.  And I know our recorder needs to take a break, too.  

           21    So let's take a ten-minute break.  And if people want to 

           22    make additional comments, we can come back.  

           23               (A break was taken.) 

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I know it's late, 

           25    and people have been here a long time.  And we probably -- 
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            1    I know we should have had the break sooner.  I didn't 

            2    realize that the coffee maker is locked up.  And I asked 

            3    where is the coffee, and the coffee maker is locked up.  

            4    Next time we will know they have the room unlocked with 

            5    the coffee maker to make the -- 

            6                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Just tell the oil 

            7    companies to send us pop and water.  

            8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The oil company?  

            9                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Yes.  

           10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They can do that.  I 

           11    can't.  But then I will be breaking the law if I drank 

           12    their coffee.  Okay.  We went around the room once.  We 

           13    had the names.  We asked for anybody who wanted to speak.  

           14    I want to make sure no one leaves here feeling they didn't 

           15    have a chance to express the way they feel.  So right now 

           16    if anybody else would like to speak, I want to make sure 

           17    no one feels they didn't -- they didn't get it on the 

           18    table here.  This is important.  Going once.  

           19                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'm just curious how 

           20    much weight bearing are these hearings for the Secretary 

           21    of Interior when he makes his decisions?  Is he going to 

           22    be reading all of these comments?  Is he going to be aware 

           23    of how we feel?  Is he going to get this totally in 

           24    writing in front of him in black and white?  

           25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  My understanding is -- 
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            1    they are the experts.  We take everything verbatim.  There 

            2    is also summaries prepared.  They are available to the 

            3    Secretary and the staff.  Whatever format they want it in, 

            4    the Secretary and staff, we provide it.  We make sure the 

            5    verbatim transcripts are available, summaries are 

            6    available, everything.  And once you pass it up the chain, 

            7    we only have so much influence.  But one thing we have to 

            8    focus on is to make sure no matter what is said, whatever 

            9    is recorded is available and put on the table.  I mean, we 

           10    can promise you that.  That's our job.  There was 

           11    another -- 

           12                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Does the Secretary 

           13    ever make a comment?  I mean does he ever -- about the 

           14    concern at that they made, does he ever talk about -- does 

           15    he ever talk?  I mean -- 

           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, he has talked among 

           17    his staff.  Sometime he will -- 

           18                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  But we never hear 

           19    from him.

           20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They send us.  And I 

           21    will take the message back that you want to hear from him.  

           22                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  I want to know what 

           23    he have to say after he listen to all the comments.   

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Leo, do you want to say 

           25    something?  
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            1                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Aggie 

            2    Frankson-Henry, for the record.  My question is on seismic 

            3    testing.  When did they start seismic testing in the 

            4    Chukchi Sea and Bering Sea?  Who gave them the permits to 

            5    do seismic testing?  What effects does it have on -- on 

            6    people, on the Inupiat people?  And what effects does it 

            7    have on the marine mammals?  What marine mammals die from 

            8    seismic testing?  Those are my questions because we rely 

            9    on those resources, and the marine mammals rely on those 

           10    resources such as plankton and all the other bottomless 

           11    sea creatures.  I see pictures of seismic testing and what 

           12    it does in the bottomless ocean floor.  

           13              And why can't people look back when they are 

           14    doing seismic testing?  Is it -- is it caused by 

           15    radiation?  What is the scientific knowledge of scientific 

           16    testing and the effects it has and the impact it has 

           17    within the coastal communities of the Arctic Slope?  

           18              We need to know about seismic testing.  We need 

           19    to know these, and we need these answers back in black and 

           20    white.  Like from -- like -- like we need to hear also 

           21    from the input of the environmental impact statements, the 

           22    final decisionmaker, his comments on our comments.  We 

           23    haven't -- you know, it's -- it's really important.  It's 

           24    really important to know because we know how many 

           25    decibels -- how many decibels does it -- does it impact 
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            1    the marine mammals?  How many decibels does it take to 

            2    impact the creatures in the bottom of the sea?  Does it do 

            3    something to the bowhead whale's stomach, seismic testing?  

            4    Does it pop the drum, eardrums of the seals?  

            5              It's like standing -- to me it would be standing 

            6    in this building with a lot of speakers in a concert, 

            7    maybe even more.  I don't know how many -- I mean, put 

            8    that by a whale.  Let us have a picture of all those 

            9    speakers that, you know, that affects the marine mammals.  

           10    We need to know these things.  Who gives them the right to 

           11    do seismic testing?  How come they never come to our 

           12    community so that we can oppose seismic testing along the 

           13    coastal communities?  These are important.  And we know 

           14    that offshore development, if it doesn't come, you know -- 

           15              Our mayor -- I support the mayor of the North 

           16    Slope Borough.  He's getting really worried now within his 

           17    statements in the -- in the newspapers today in -- in ADN 

           18    or Arctic Sounder, you know, with -- what do they call 

           19    that?  It's within the communities along the -- the Arctic 

           20    and the other communities within that one, that the State 

           21    of Alaska did not pass or it didn't go into -- the coastal 

           22    management zone.  Yes.  No, that's -- 

           23              Can BOEMRE try to help us and ask the governor 

           24    or go to the State of Alaska to encourage them that we 

           25    need to be heard, the coastal communities within the 
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            1    coastal management zone?  Is it possible?  We know we get 

            2    our education when we go to elementary school, high 

            3    school, and further on our education.  And they are all 

            4    federally and State funded, along with our housing.  And 

            5    now we are seeing all this devastation in the Lower 48 

            6    because of tornadoes or hurricanes or flooding now.  And 

            7    we really do hurt for the people down there.  We really 

            8    care.  And I think that the federal government should care 

            9    like they should care for us, too, that are going to be 

           10    highly impacted if there is an oil spill.  

           11              Thank you.  

           12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  On 

           13    this side of the room, any other comments before I go back 

           14    to that side of the room?  

           15                    MS. LILLIAN AANAURAQ LANE:  Lillian 

           16    Aanauraq Lane.  I think the bottom line of all of this is 

           17    that if anything is going to harm our animals out in the 

           18    ocean, and once that is harmed, it will affect -- it will 

           19    have an effect on -- a ripple effect on everything that 

           20    depends on them.  And we don't want that to happen.  

           21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I walk way 

           22    back there.  Anybody else over here or back here?  As I 

           23    walk back to this side of the room, it looks like we are 

           24    getting ready to wrap this up.  Everybody is tired.  

           25                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'd like to invite 
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            1    every one of you over to my home even before you fly out 

            2    tonight, if you are flying tonight.  Look in my freezers.  

            3    You are going to see all what's in my freezers.  That's 

            4    all going to be Eskimo food.  You will see my big family 

            5    and, without that, we wouldn't -- we would be in so much 

            6    poverty, we would be starving to death.  

            7              I mean, I want you to go back and tell the 

            8    Secretary of Interior that we -- we depend on these -- 

            9    these animals, these mammals, all of our sea mammals to 

           10    eat every single day of our lives.  It's -- my kids are 

           11    raised on it.  I mean, my husband hunts them.  Our family 

           12    hunts them.  You know, I invite every one of you to go 

           13    look in my freezer.  Everybody else in this community, I'm 

           14    sure they would give you that same offer.  Their freezers 

           15    are full of Eskimo food, nothing else.  

           16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.  

           17    Jack, did I see your hand?

           18                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Jack Schaefer again.  

           19    Seismic, now that it was touched on.  There is an 

           20    exemption for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the 

           21    National Marine Fisheries Service on addressing impacts 

           22    and having public hearings and doing something about their 

           23    authorizations for incidental take and the impacts on 

           24    animals for seismic activities.  Native Village of Point 

           25    Hope went to court three years in a row and lost three 
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            1    years in a row because when the judge made a decision, the 

            2    season was over and it was moot.  

            3              But seismic testing has started in the '70s.  

            4    And then it continued on for a nine-year program from 1980 

            5    to 1989.  And they did 2-D seismic from the Canadian 

            6    border all the way to Point Hope, every square inch.  At 

            7    that very same time we were dealing with the United 

            8    Nations on the impacts of animals also doing one on Red 

            9    Dog Mine.  There was something like seven out of ten seals 

           10    that were sinking in the winter.  They were skinny.  They 

           11    don't sink, but they were malnourished.  And we reported 

           12    that to the UN and then we were distracted by this Project 

           13    Chariot issue cleanup.  So we were never able to follow 

           14    through on that issue.  

           15              Now, it took a while for them to recover.  And 

           16    now we have gone through another three years of the 

           17    seismic stuff.  And there is still more to go.  

           18              Someone had asked in one of the earlier hearings 

           19    a couple years ago to define seismic.  And that person 

           20    went home and looked in the dictionary and found out that 

           21    the definition of seismic is earth shattering.  So it's -- 

           22    you know, it's hard to deal with this as if we are talking 

           23    to numb people that can't hear or are numb to this and 

           24    don't respond.  

           25              One employee out of NMFS did admit that he was 
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            1    retiring and he said that straight out before we started 

            2    our hearing -- I mean, during the hearing.  And so there 

            3    were three hearings on seismic, but we never got anything 

            4    done with it, but we did have impacts.  We have impacts 

            5    now.  Nobody is willing to carry a camera around.  I heard 

            6    that walruses and seals had blown eardrums.  The walruses 

            7    were distracted from Kaktovik straight to Russia when 

            8    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission gave the go-ahead for 

            9    seismic activities over there.  

           10              We didn't get to fill up our freezers that year.  

           11    That was three years ago.  We reported to the National 

           12    Marine Fisheries Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, and 

           13    their response was that it was normal.  They assigned it 

           14    to a veteran who had worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 

           15    Service for decades, John Trent, who was soon to retire or 

           16    die on the job.  So he was able to say that with a 

           17    numbness.  

           18              It's -- it's hard to deal with this stuff and 

           19    try to explain, but at the same time, having these type of 

           20    things being brought back to us as, you are not a 

           21    scientist; you don't have any photographs; we don't 

           22    remember these tests that were taking place in the past; 

           23    we don't know how much of a time frame we gave for 

           24    recovery.  Was there very much tomcod this year?  Last 

           25    year?  From seismic part of the food chain was lost.  
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            1              Again, there will be some nourishment problems 

            2    with part of the food chain because of seismic, which is 

            3    another reason why there should be time to wait until 

            4    these species recover from this earth-shattering 

            5    experience that they went through with this 2-D, 3-D that 

            6    were done by China and the United States.  

            7              One of the interesting statements that were made 

            8    or in response was we were completely unaware of this, but 

            9    in 2006 there is this group that is called the Indigenous 

           10    Peoples Council for Marine Mammals.  Had two federal 

           11    agencies administering the Marine Mammal Protection Act.  

           12    Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries 

           13    Service entered into an umbrella agreement on how to 

           14    negotiate these section 119 cooperative agreements.  We 

           15    were completely unaware that this was going on.  I didn't 

           16    know about it.  

           17              When the tribe said no, they went to these 

           18    nonprofit organizations.  Beluga whale, polar bear, fur 

           19    seal.  Whaling Commission got this agreement, we will 

           20    protect these animals.  But they called it conflict 

           21    avoidance agreement, good neighbor policy, whatever.  

           22    Whether there was complete attention focused on that is 

           23    unclear because whenever my uncle went to talk to Diomede, 

           24    to Gambell, when they talked about their seal, their 

           25    walrus, they said, hey, wait a minute, there is something, 
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            1    you know -- and whale.  They indicated, well, I don't 

            2    agree with this agreement.  

            3              Nevertheless, there is this agreement in 2006, 

            4    which I personally feel is something that's not legal.  

            5    That delegation of authority was done for the purposes of 

            6    providing funding and providing a better way of managing 

            7    animals and having a cooperative agreement with the State 

            8    to manage these animals.  

            9              But what did they do instead?  They go ahead and 

           10    do the same thing on the side to allow industry to create 

           11    these impacts which we can't deal with in a legal 

           12    position.  And so part of this food chain is broken and we 

           13    are way behind on this intellectual property.  The 

           14    information in regards to the Chukchi Sea as to what 

           15    impacts have taken place now as from those seismic tests 

           16    and allowing it to recover is something that needs to be 

           17    done so that we can continue to survive.  

           18              You know, everyone said that -- that we get our 

           19    food from the ocean.  Go buy a steak at the store.  It's 

           20    $24 a pound.  And meat is something that you like, unless 

           21    you are a vegetarian.  And if you are a vegetarian, you 

           22    got black eyes like an Indian.  And I got to have meat.  I 

           23    have to have meat.  I just have to do it.  Otherwise I'm a 

           24    98-pound weakling.  And we have no other way.  We don't 

           25    have any other way.  
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            1              Money don't grow on trees and it doesn't rain 

            2    animals.  We have to go out and get them.  They come to 

            3    us, and that's how we live.  And we have no other way.  

            4    Aside from that, you know, it's a -- you know, it's an act 

            5    of -- it's an imminent threat.  Native Village of Gambell 

            6    used that term.  The United States responded by saying the 

            7    imminent threat doesn't click until we turn that first 

            8    stone on the ocean floor.  And what did Bush say?  We got 

            9    an imminent threat from this Al Quaida, or whatever we 

           10    call these people.  And he went in there and did his 

           11    damage because he said there was this imminent threat.  

           12              It's funny how that imminent threat definition 

           13    had changed and evolved from the 1980s to now to the time 

           14    that, you know, Bush had done his thing.  

           15              But we are faced with that.  That threat is 

           16    emotional, mental until it hits our nutritional needs, and 

           17    it already had with the walrus and the tomcod, which the 

           18    seal survive on.  How long will it take for us to see that 

           19    decline in the population?  

           20              And we haven't even talked about some other 

           21    outside interests that cause influence on us.  When I was 

           22    young, my grandmother used to skin and take the face off 

           23    of seals, and she sold each face for $2.50.  There was a 

           24    bounty on seals.  This was -- I remember it in 1967, 1968, 

           25    when I tried to use one of them as a Frisbee, she got on 
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            1    my case, my grandma.  

            2                    MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  Not the face, the 

            3    head.  

            4                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  With the eyes, too?  

            5                    MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  No, just the head, 

            6    the seal head.  

            7                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  So I decided to ask, 

            8    what was that about?  Was it an environmental issue?  Was 

            9    it a health issue?  Was it from nuclear testing that took 

           10    place in 1955 in the Arctic Ocean by the U.S. government?  

           11    What was it?  The only person I knew to ask was John Trent 

           12    because he's been with us for decades.  So he decided to 

           13    look into it, and he came to an answer.  And he said it 

           14    was the commercial fisheries had indicated that the seal 

           15    had caused problems with their nets and therefore has 

           16    caused a bounty at $2.50 per.  And my grandma, she was 

           17    able to get her chewing tobacco with that.  

           18              But there was an act that had taken place that 

           19    we had no control over but were very fortunate to live 

           20    through.  But it didn't get carried away.  And I don't 

           21    know how it stopped, but I just asked on a memory that I 

           22    had.  I thought it was an environmental one.  It turned 

           23    out to be a commercial outside interest influence, 

           24    commercial fisheries.  

           25              Management of renewable resources is so 
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            1    important, and it's a responsibility for the federal 

            2    government in regarding and maintaining the optimum 

            3    sustained yield of all species and to step in when that 

            4    delegation of authority has been betrayed or failed by a 

            5    state.  

            6              We had seen recently that for the second year in 

            7    a row since we started to look at this that Yukon River 

            8    people cannot get salmon for subsistence purposes, and 

            9    that's because of commercial fisheries bycatch.  And we 

           10    did explain this and indicate that that was a problem, 

           11    both to Salazar when he came to Barrow that there is this 

           12    full faith and credit issue that needs to be addressed in 

           13    regards to what happens to other people has to be 

           14    respected by us also in regards to whatever judicial 

           15    rulings had taken place.  We treat everybody the same.  

           16    This is the United States.  

           17              So this -- really need to look at this whole 

           18    picture and take another look and take another approach 

           19    and avoid this dictation or forceful arrangement that is 

           20    done by these oil companies to look at other areas which 

           21    are in their interest and not in ours because they get 

           22    this for free.  There is nothing that's in our interest at 

           23    all.  We don't get a single dime out of it.  There is 

           24    probably one or two people from this community that will 

           25    work there that has any training at all, and no one else.  
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            1              There is so much influx from the Lower 48, both 

            2    onshore and offshore in oil and gas development.  There is 

            3    a lot of oil out there that can be developed elsewhere we 

            4    shouldn't even be talking about it.  The discussion should 

            5    have died when we said and when you agreed and when others 

            6    agreed that you can't clean up oil in ice.  End of 

            7    conversation.  But it's still going on today, you know.  

            8              And there should be an investigation on the 

            9    State, on this whole process is to, you know, doing an 

           10    inventory.  And it shouldn't be focusing on the State.  We 

           11    asked the previous hearing who is responsible for this.  

           12    There were other states.  Rhode Island said no to 

           13    offshore, and the federal government honored that.  But 

           14    did that happen to Alaska?  No.  The governor said, come 

           15    on down.  We welcome you.  And that's -- that's the 

           16    situation we are in.  The governor gave his blessings.  

           17              The State is involved.  They have this 

           18    arrangement with the federal government.  What happened to 

           19    the tribes that are on the equal level of the federal 

           20    government and higher than the State of Alaska?  And why 

           21    aren't we active on this coastal zone management program 

           22    in regards to local control, local decisionmaking that 

           23    Governor Murkowski, Frank Murkowski, killed when he 

           24    amended that coastal zone management program while he was 

           25    the governor of Alaska.  
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            1              And there is publications or statements staying 

            2    that we are going to lose this coastal zone management 

            3    program.  It's going to die on the 30th, and local people 

            4    won't have any input.  They didn't have any input.  It was 

            5    killed by Frank Murkowski.  And the tribes had that right.  

            6              And Santa Barbara brought that forth in a 

            7    lawsuit, coastal zone management program.  We had an issue 

            8    here.  We had a spill.  We want control over that, not the 

            9    State of California.  And they won.  And that's a 

           10    community, Santa Barbara.  And we are a tribe.  Tribes 

           11    have that authority.  There is only 1.5 million dollars 

           12    that was appropriated for the State of Alaska under this 

           13    coastal zone program.  We should have the same amount at 

           14    least, but that's not even close to covering what we have 

           15    to do in order to assess what we are dealing with.  

           16              Thanks.  

           17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Jack.  Okay.  

           18    I see we got a study group here, which is good.  I'm glad 

           19    to see that.  I've got someone taking pictures here.  Is 

           20    there anyone else that we have missed?  Going once, going 

           21    twice.  Caroline, would you like to make a final comment 

           22    before we close the meeting?

           23                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I can.  

           24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  The floor 

           25    is yours.  
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            1                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  Very, very 

            2    productive meeting.  I think everybody was heard.  

            3    Everybody had the opportunity.  Normally when we hold 

            4    these meetings, a plane is either waiting for them or 

            5    what.  And I just feel this is all the good.  We have 

            6    finally been heard, and many trips to D.C.  We met with 

            7    Echohawk.  We have had invitations to Salazar to come to 

            8    our community.  We have given invitations to Michael 

            9    Bromwich and many high official people in D.C. to get a 

           10    firsthand look like we are talking about to educate them 

           11    and then let them see what is so valuable to us, why it's 

           12    so important that they hear us out.  

           13              It's one thing when people do come into their 

           14    community and hold a meeting, but when they stay 

           15    overnight, it means much.  At least you can see what we 

           16    are talking about, get a feel of what we are talking 

           17    about.  So I'd really express my thanks, and I'm hoping 

           18    that many meetings will come forth.  

           19              And one thing that we always try to say and 

           20    stress is please respect our calendar year.  Respect.  We 

           21    will show respect.  You will receive respect.  But we just 

           22    ask that you work -- it works vice versa.  

           23              And those invitations are from our heart.  

           24    Please go see and look and feel what we are talking about.  

           25    You know, we have -- we just had a three-day feast.  
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            1    Everywhere you look, regardless how tired they were, they 

            2    had a smile.  And it's just to refresh.  Now they are 

            3    doing the oogruk hunting.  They are going to get the skins 

            4    ready.  It's an all-year-long process.  We will celebrate 

            5    Thanksgiving, the first rush ice, Christmas.  And it just 

            6    evolves all year.  And yet there is times that we never 

            7    landed a whale.  And that circle is incomplete when that 

            8    occurs.  

            9              Yes, it's a blessing when Barrow sends, you 

           10    know, how many boxes of muktuk and kuak.  Or when you go 

           11    up there and they bless you, you got to pay $2 a pound of 

           12    excess weight just to help an elder because that's their 

           13    meat.  It's our vitamin.  It's our minerals.  And if 

           14    anything happened to the ocean, that's why we speak.  

           15    That's why we come to these meetings because it's there 

           16    near to our heart.  And we are speaking on the little 

           17    ones, on their behalf.  

           18              But I feel that there has been some improvements 

           19    in this area, that the communication will get better, but 

           20    we can't do without the other.  You need to hear us out.  

           21              And I felt this evening that everybody expressed 

           22    their thoughts, and I appreciate your time.  And you take 

           23    that offer that Peggy gave.  Go to her home.  Go look at 

           24    her freezer.  See what we are talking about.  Go to the 

           25    store before you leave.  Go to that freezer section and 
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            1    see how much a pound of meat.  

            2              And even just to look at that graveyard as you 

            3    take off at the airport, there is whale bones.  And our 

            4    ancestors did this before our time.  It is surrounded with 

            5    whale bones.  Our loved ones that are put away are 

            6    surrounded by whale bones.  So everything -- that's why 

            7    it's so -- that's why it's critical that we speak on 

            8    behalf of the marine mammals.  We throw one jaw back to 

            9    the ocean because it belongs there.  These were set before 

           10    us.  Our ancestors placed these in place for us to 

           11    practice.  And it's 2011, and we still continue 

           12    practicing.  I'm sorry.  The head.  That's how tired I am.  

           13    I wasn't feeling well, but besides the point.  

           14              We still carry through these traditions.  We go 

           15    out there.  The men are out there around the clock.  The 

           16    ice condition has changed, but the dances, the practice, 

           17    are still strong because we were given direct orders by 

           18    our umailiks, the whaling captains.  Some things have 

           19    changed a little but, you know, when you know it in your 

           20    heart, it's in your blood, it will never go away.  

           21              That's why I express at our meetings, 

           22    traditional knowledge must be recognized.  It's so 

           23    critical that they use and recognize traditional knowledge 

           24    because I think we could go a long ways.  We have our 

           25    experts just like the rest of science.  They have their 
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            1    experts.  

            2              And I happened to be in D.C. when there was a 

            3    snowstorm.  They call it a snowstorm, one inch of snow.  

            4    I'm like, oh, my goodness.  They are shutting down the 

            5    city for that?  And we have storms that go for days.  They 

            6    have no clue.  So it's critical that we talk about these 

            7    things.  When we have those storms, there's no way an 

            8    airplane or a chopper or a submarine or ship that's going 

            9    to come within hours.  We know that.  Sometimes we have 

           10    patients in that clinic 48 hours because of that.  We know 

           11    firsthand what it's like to live in this harsh Arctic 

           12    environment, as they say.  

           13              Again, thank you.  Thank you and have a nice 

           14    trip back.  

           15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much, 

           16    Ms. Cannon.  And on behalf of the team for BOEMRE that 

           17    came to visit, I want to thank the Native Village of Point 

           18    Hope and the Elders for allowing us to come visit.  Thank 

           19    you for participating.  Everything you said has been 

           20    recorded.  This is very, very important.  

           21              And we are going to do our best to bring this 

           22    together, and when we pass the information up, we will do 

           23    our best to make sure it's extremely accurate.  So thank 

           24    you very much.  And have a good evening, which is just 

           25    about over.  It's now nighttime, almost tomorrow morning.  
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            1    So thank you very, very much.  

            2               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:00 p.m.)

            3               
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  1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  Excuse me
  3    for being a little bit late.  We were over at the office
  4    speaking with the council, and we had an incredibly good
  5    discussion.  We would like that to continue.
  6              My name is Jim Kendall.  I am the new Regional
  7    Director for the Alaska office of the Bureau of Ocean
  8    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And I'd
  9    like to introduce some folks that came with me who are
 10    then going to describe why we're here tonight and why we
 11    are interrupting your week.
 12              First of all, taking notes is Mary Vavrik.  Yes.
 13                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  First, we need
 14    [inaudible] --
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I was going to do that
 16    right after.  That's good.
 17                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  That's mostly what they
 18    usually do.
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then let's do that
 20    first.  Thank you for reminding me.  Would you mind giving
 21    us the blessing, please.
 22               (Blessing offered by Dorcus Rock.)
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for reminding
 24    me.  Next time I'll remember that we do the blessing
 25    before we introduce people.  So thank you very much.
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  1    That's the way it should be.
  2              Again, Mary Vavrik will be taking notes tonight
  3    so we have a recording of what everyone says.  So please
  4    state your name before you make your comments.  Also we
  5    have Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our community liaison.
  6    He helps me understand how to work better with the
  7    communities, and that's what I'm here for tonight.  We
  8    also have John Callahan.  John, put up your hand.  John is
  9    from our Office of Public Affairs.  We have Steve
 10    Scordino.
 11                    MR. STEVE SCORDINO:  I'm right behind you.
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  He's right behind me.
 13    Steve is an expert on environmental compliance, and he is
 14    here to take comments and understand what people are
 15    concerned with in terms of environmental compliance.  And
 16    we have got Scott Blackburn.  Scott is a technical editor
 17    and also a technology person that helps work on the
 18    document.
 19              Now, sitting up front are two individuals that
 20    know the document better than anybody else.  We have got
 21    Sharon Warren, who is the project manager.  She is to make
 22    sure that the document goes from beginning to end.  Okay.
 23    And sitting next to her is Michael Routhier.  Now,
 24    Routhier, Michael, is the EIS coordinator.  He gets all
 25    the parts and pieces together and makes sure all the
00005
  1    comments are in the document.
  2              Now, because this can be confusing and because
  3    we come up here several times a year, sometimes on
  4    different topics, we are going to change the way we do
  5    business a little bit.  The key word is a word we were
  6    using just a few minutes ago in the office, and that's
  7    communication.  And so before we can have good
  8    communication, everybody needs to know exactly what we are
  9    talking about so we are starting from the same basis.  So
 10    we are going to take a few minutes early this evening to
 11    tell everybody exactly who we are, why we are here, what
 12    we need your help on, and what we are going to do with it.
 13    And because of that, instead of me going through that, I'm
 14    going to give it to the real expert, Sharon Warren.  So
 15    Sharon, will you take it away, please.
 16                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you.  And thank
 17    you for coming this evening.  I'm going to be going
 18    through these flip charts, and I won't read them to you
 19    verbatim because I know that can be done, but many of you
 20    may have been here and to our meeting last year, and when
 21    we did a draft supplemental EIS for the Sale 193.
 22              So why are we here today?  We revised that draft
 23    supplemental EIS.  So we're here today to get your
 24    comments.  And if you have not seen it, it is a -- this is
 25    what it looks like in a hard copy document.  We also have
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  1    CD disks available if you are -- have it on disk, and we
  2    also have it on our website.  So there is three ways that
  3    you can get a copy of it.  If you don't have a copy of it
  4    and you want it, please let us know and we will make sure
  5    that you get a copy of it.
  6              What was Lease Sale 193?  It was the Chukchi Sea
  7    lease sale.  And prior to us doing the lease sale in
  8    February of 2008, we did an environmental impact
  9    statement.  And that is a document similar -- you know,
 10    through the National Environmental Policy Act process, and
 11    we did a document to assess the environmental impacts
 12    concerning holding a lease sale in Chukchi Sea.
 13              The sale was held in 2008.  And over here I have
 14    a map of the area.  This was the area that was in the Sale
 15    193 area.  It's outlined here.  And these were the leases
 16    that were issued to six of the oil companies.  We offered
 17    29.3 million acres.  So we offered this on a much larger
 18    area for lease, and only 2.8 million acres was leased.
 19    And these are these little blocks.  And after the meeting,
 20    you are welcome to come up and take a look at the map
 21    and/or we can answer questions from the --
 22                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  There are also maps on
 23    the sides there.
 24                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  So then what
 25    happened?  So the lease sale was held in February of 2008,
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  1    three -- a little over three years ago.  Before the lease
  2    sale, there was litigation.  There was plaintiffs that
  3    sued to invalidate the lease sale.  And what the -- what
  4    they alleged was -- in the litigation was that we didn't
  5    do a good enough job on the EIS, on the environmental
  6    impact statement that was done prior to the sale.  We
  7    didn't do a good enough job on it.  So they sued us.  The
  8    sale went ahead because in litigation, you have to ask the
  9    Court to stop the sale, and the plaintiffs didn't ask the
 10    Court to stop the sale.  So the sale happened, and the
 11    leases were issued.
 12              In July of 2010, the District Court in Alaska,
 13    which is in Anchorage, Judge Beistline, he issued a ruling
 14    that said, for the most part, the EIS was satisfactory,
 15    but you missed three issues.  And so the judge said,
 16    agency, you go back and you need to redo those three
 17    issues in the document.
 18              And the three issues that the Court wanted us to
 19    address in the EIS, they said that we failed to analyze
 20    the environmental impact statement of natural gas
 21    development despite industry interest and specific lease
 22    incentives for such development.  So when we offered for
 23    lease these tracts of land, we included in the sale notice
 24    an incentive for the companies to produce the gas.  And so
 25    the Court says, but you didn't analyze the environmental
00008
  1    effects for allowing them to produce the gas.  So he said
  2    go back and take a look at that.
  3              Another thing that the Court said that we failed
  4    to do was to determine whether the information identified
  5    by the agency was relevant or essential under federal
  6    regulations.  The plaintiffs submitted in court about a --
  7    I think it was like a 45-page document of everywhere the
  8    agency analysts had said there was uncertainty, we don't
  9    know, things are unknown.  Well, when that is done, the
 10    regulations -- there is a requirement that when that is
 11    done, that the agency has to follow the regulations and
 12    determine whether the cost of obtaining the missing
 13    information was exorbitant or the means of doing so was
 14    unknown.  So they said you didn't do that.  You made all
 15    these statements in here that things were missing, but you
 16    didn't follow the regulations when you did that.
 17              So we went back.  And what we did in response to
 18    the court order, we drafted a supplemental environmental
 19    impact statement to address the three concerns that was
 20    in -- and it was in draft form.  That's when we came out
 21    here -- and we released it in October of last year, and we
 22    came out here in the communities in November to have
 23    government-to-government meetings, as well as public
 24    hearings.  And we came here to Point Hope, as well, to
 25    show you what we did of how to address the order.
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  1              And we also -- we came out here to get comments,
  2    not only from all the communities.  We got about 150,000
  3    comments on the draft supplemental EIS, and we took a look
  4    at those comments.  And I'll let Mike explain why the
  5    draft supplemental EIS that we did in October was not
  6    finalized, because once you do a draft, then you receive
  7    comments and then do your -- you do a final supplemental
  8    EIS.  That's the process.  And so Mike will explain why we
  9    didn't do a final based on the previous draft.
 10                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  Like Sharon said,
 11    in the NEPA process you usually come out with a draft
 12    document, you go and hold meetings, you get comments and
 13    usually produce a final environmental impact statement
 14    some short time later.  This process was a little bit
 15    different.  We did the draft.  We came out for the
 16    meetings.  We invited comments.  We received over 150,000
 17    comments.  And something special about those comments was
 18    a common theme amongst many of those 150,000 comments.
 19    Many of the commenters said, this is great, you looked at
 20    the specific issues that the judge told you to look at
 21    but, hey, Deepwater Horizon just happened and there is
 22    nothing in this document about a very large oil spill.
 23    That's what we are really concerned about.  This document
 24    wouldn't be sufficient without a very large oil spill
 25    analysis.
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  1              So we as an agency considered those comments,
  2    thought about the issue and said, you know what?  They are
  3    right.  This document should have a very large oil spill
  4    analysis.
  5              So we talked to our geologists and said what
  6    would it look like if there was a low probability but a
  7    really high impact event in the Chukchi Sea?  Can you give
  8    us a scenario?  And so they did.  And we passed that
  9    scenario on to our environmentalists.  These are our
 10    biologists.  These are our oceanographers, our air quality
 11    experts.  They looked at the scenario that our geologists
 12    gave them, and they wrote about the types of environmental
 13    impacts that could occur if one of those catastrophic
 14    events were to actually happen.
 15              That's what makes this -- that's the main new
 16    analysis in this revised draft EIS.  It's similar to the
 17    document we came here to talk about in November, except
 18    now it has this big analysis of a very large oil spill.
 19              The very large oil spill scenario is slightly
 20    different than a worst-case discharge.  That's the term
 21    that gets used a lot at meetings and you might hear in the
 22    future.  But they are two different terms, and so we just
 23    thought we would offer some thoughts about the difference.
 24              The very large oil spill scenario that we looked
 25    at in this document answers the question of, assuming that
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  1    a big blowout and oil spill occurred, what's the biggest
  2    worst scenario that could possibly happen.  We need to
  3    make sure the decisionmaker, the people back in
  4    Washington, D.C., understand how serious things could be.
  5    So what's the biggest spill that could happen?  What's the
  6    worst spill that could happen?  And it's for the purpose
  7    of analysis.  This is for the purpose of informing the
  8    decisionmaker.
  9              So our geologists, like I said before, tried to
 10    give us a scenario that was the biggest possible spill
 11    that could occur anywhere in the Chukchi Sea planning
 12    area.
 13              That's different than the worst-case discharge.
 14    A worst-case discharge is something that the regulations
 15    require wherein there is an actual plan to explore, an
 16    actual exploration plan, and it's a specific calculation
 17    that entails consideration of the specific location of the
 18    proposed well, the specific type of well, the type of
 19    technology that that company would use to drill that well.
 20    So it's a slightly different calculation.
 21              And we just want to know that the worst-case
 22    discharge would probably end up being less than the very
 23    large oil spill scenario because, again, it answers a
 24    slightly different question; whereas, a very large oil
 25    spill scenario answers what's the biggest that could
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  1    possibly occur anywhere in the planning area using any
  2    techniques.
  3              An exploration plan with a worst-case discharge
  4    would answer a more specific question:  What's the biggest
  5    spill that could happen using this technology in this spot
  6    at that reservoir?  So it's a fine distinction, and we
  7    understand that, and we would be willing to talk about
  8    that some more if people have questions.  But we just
  9    wanted to point that out for you.
 10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So we're here tonight
 11    to get your input on this document.  As I said, it's a
 12    revised draft supplemental impact statement, environmental
 13    impact statement.  It has -- it carries forward the
 14    information from the previous one.  Some of the comments
 15    that we received, we made some changes in the document
 16    based on those comments, as well as had an analysis on the
 17    very large oil spill.
 18              It's a supplement.  We did a final environmental
 19    impact statement prior to the sale that was done in 2007.
 20    So you will see references in this document to that other
 21    EIS because we did -- we did take that EIS and redo that
 22    EIS.  We supplemented it.  So we added to it.  And so
 23    there may be references that you see.
 24                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Did you bring any EIS
 25    statements?
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  1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  We have CDs, and
  2    we may have some hard copies with us.
  3                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Can you give them to
  4    some of us?
  5                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes, yes.  Some of you
  6    may have been on the mailing list that we sent out, but if
  7    you were not, we have them here available.
  8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Do you have the hard
  9    copies?
 10                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  We have some of them.
 11    We will work on that.
 12                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We will get them out
 13    before the end of the hearing.  We have hard copies with
 14    us and we have disks of that document with us.
 15                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  You are talking about
 16    that document, so aren't people wanting to look at it
 17    while you are talking about it?
 18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  You want to look --
 19    here.  Okay.
 20                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Is there somebody that
 21    wants to look at it?
 22                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Here is one here if
 23    somebody wants to --
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Comments are not due for
 25    a few weeks yet, so there is time.
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  1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So that's what we are
  2    looking for is to get your comments.  The comment period
  3    closes July 11th, so you have time to get your comments
  4    in.  We also are using the website here.  You can go to
  5    our website to make your comments.  We have some handouts
  6    on how to do that, how to get to our website and how to
  7    make the comments on that website, so we will also have
  8    some of those handed out, as well.
  9              So again, July 11th we need your comments on the
 10    document.  And we will take comments tonight, as well, you
 11    know, for the record, and then you can still supply
 12    comments.
 13              And then what happens?  Once we receive the
 14    comments and the comment period closes on the 11th of
 15    July, we are going to take a look at all the substantive
 16    comments that we receive, and we're going to take a look
 17    at them compared to our document.  And we are going to be
 18    preparing a final supplemental environmental impact
 19    statement.
 20              This is a court-driven deadline.  On May 19,
 21    Judge Beistline gave us a deadline that the Secretary of
 22    the Interior needed to make his decision concerning the
 23    sale by October 3rd of this year.  So in order for him to
 24    do that, we have to have the final supplemental EIS
 25    completed by the first part of September because there is
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  1    a 30-day waiting period based on the regulations before he
  2    can make his decision.
  3              And the decision he's going to -- that he needs
  4    to make is whether or not to affirm the sale, whether or
  5    not to keep the sale as it was in 2008, to modify it in
  6    some way -- not make it larger, but make it smaller -- or
  7    he can decide to cancel the leases.  Those are decisions
  8    that he -- the Court told him that he needed to make by
  9    the 3rd of October.
 10              So that is why we're here today to take your
 11    comments as public testimony and then also by July 11th to
 12    have comments on the document.
 13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Now,
 14    this is where what I consider to be the fun starts.  And
 15    it's also the most important.  Now, first of all, if we
 16    need a translator, we have got Dorcus there sitting who
 17    gave the blessing.  If we have translation issues, Dorcus
 18    has agreed to help us out to make sure every comment is
 19    considered.
 20              Now, a couple of things here just they have
 21    already said, but I'm going to remind you.  No decisions
 22    have been made yet.  The Secretary of the Interior has to
 23    make those decisions.  What we have to do is make sure
 24    that we have a good document and all the concerns and
 25    issues of the communities put together and taken to the
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  1    Secretary so he can make the best decision.  That's why we
  2    need your help.
  3              And we were talking in the office just a little
  4    while ago with Caroline, and it's all about communication.
  5    And I'm a big believer in that.  And that was the whole
  6    subject of our meeting.  And sometimes I get accused of
  7    being a frustrated teacher because I like to call on
  8    folks, but I'm not quite that bad.
  9              But what we came up with in our last meeting --
 10    and Earl was helping and Earl was helping a few minutes
 11    ago to get organized -- is we need people to come closer.
 12    And I would like to get as many chairs up here as we can
 13    and sort of form a semi-circle so we make sure everybody
 14    has a chance to speak.  We will go from person to person
 15    and you can have a comment, you can pass, and then we are
 16    going to do it again.  And we will stay here as long as we
 17    need to so everybody feels they have had a chance to speak
 18    and maybe several times to speak because one of your
 19    friends or neighbors may say something that reminds you, I
 20    need to mention this.
 21              So we want to make sure when we end tonight
 22    everybody feels they have got their views on the table and
 23    that everybody has heard everybody's views.  And so this
 24    is where I would like some help.  We are going to move the
 25    chairs up here so everybody can move closer, and then we
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  1    are going to start with the community Elders and elected
  2    officials.  So Caroline and Earl, I may need your help to
  3    help identify who should speak in those two groups, and
  4    then we will open it up to everybody.  So I'm asking that
  5    you all come up here and move closer.  And that's where
  6    I'm the teacher that says please don't sit in the back of
  7    the room because I can't hear you or see you.  So please,
  8    can we come up here and move chairs.
  9               (Off the record.)
 10                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's time for you guys
 11    to talk about a very important issue.  I can start off
 12    with the organization I work with.  I work for Alaska
 13    Wilderness League.  I have been fighting this issue for a
 14    long time.  It's important that the government gets to
 15    listen to you guys.  We have got a recording secretary.
 16    We have got a translator.  So this will give you the idea
 17    of what this issue is all about.
 18              A great honor is being in front of us, our
 19    President, Caroline Cannon.  And it's another great honor
 20    to speak in front of ASRC Energy Services CEO.  And it's a
 21    great honor to speak in front of the Elders and my fellow
 22    Point Hopers.
 23              Your voice is needed to reverse this bad Bush
 24    Administration lease sale that happened in 2008.  Our
 25    recommendation is no leases drilling or exploration
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  1    activities to occur in the Chukchi Sea.  Given the risks,
  2    the Obama Administration should not affirm Chukchi Lease
  3    Sale 193, nor let any exploratory drilling in the area go
  4    forward.  There is a lot of other issues, but I'll read
  5    the high points.
  6              There is no proven technology to clean up an oil
  7    spill in the Arctic conditions with cold temperatures, low
  8    visibility, broken sea ice and high winds.  Little
  9    baseline science exists for measuring the effects of an
 10    oil spill on the Arctic ecosystem and mammals central to
 11    our way of life.  We are part of the ecosystem, and we
 12    should be proud that Mother Native has given us to be part
 13    of that ecosystem of the world.
 14              With the nearest Coast Guard station 1,000 miles
 15    away, Arctic communities are not capable of responding to
 16    a major oil spill along the Chukchi coast.  The Inupiat
 17    people have lived off the Arctic Ocean for thousands of
 18    years.  The Chukchi Sea is a viable source of food for our
 19    communities and an oil spill or disturbance of marine
 20    mammals and fish could devastate our way of life.
 21              Come and testify and let these government people
 22    understand how important our way of life is.  We have been
 23    living here for thousands of years.  The garden has
 24    provided food for us.  Springtime, year-round cycle, we
 25    need to continue keeping that up.  We need to continue
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  1    living our way of life.  There is alternative energies
  2    that could be developed.  There is other ways of making
  3    money.  We got corporations that could do business with
  4    our president of ASRC Energy Service to do development
  5    inland and stay away from our ocean, the ocean that
  6    provides us with food for thousands of years.  Our
  7    corporation, ASRC, could be a big help in our way of life.
  8              But still we have to watch what we are doing
  9    because it's your kids' future.  Your kids are the ones
 10    that will be affected.  It's not going to happen right
 11    away.  It's going to happen after me and my relatives pass
 12    away.  And you have to come forward for your children and
 13    your grandchildren to continue our way of life in Point
 14    Hope Alaska.  Thank you.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  Okay.
 16    What I would like to do now is first ask the village
 17    Elders if they would like to make some comments.  I
 18    believe that's appropriate.  I don't want to force anybody
 19    to make comments, but you are welcome to make some
 20    comments, if you would like.
 21                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why didn't you
 22    start with the Elders if you were going to be appropriate?
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's what I'm trying
 24    to do now, sir.  Earl was helping me.  He was at the
 25    meeting last night, and he's helping me change the tone of
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  1    the meeting, the focus of the meeting to get the best
  2    information.  Thank you, Earl.  And right now we will
  3    start with the Elders, which we would like to hear first.
  4    Thank you.
  5                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  My name is Erma
  6    Hunnicutt.  I would write on a piece of paper like -- like
  7    Earl if I had -- if I had known that you were coming ahead
  8    of time, so --
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  We
 10    will do our best to do better next time.  Sir, would you
 11    like to comment?
 12                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Whenever I see an
 13    oil rig in the newspapers or on TV, it make me flinch, you
 14    know, because after what happened with the Exxon oil spill
 15    and other oil spill everywhere else, even the
 16    environmental impact statement, you know -- I'm sure some
 17    people read that.  And our people have lived here for
 18    thousands of years.  We are subsistence users.  And I'm
 19    also for development, you know, because any kind of
 20    development provides jobs for our people.  There is no
 21    doubt about that.
 22              But still, this offshore drilling scares me.
 23    Why don't we just open ANWR?  You know, there is already a
 24    pipeline built.  We were afraid when we first heard about
 25    Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  We have caribou.  We have other
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  1    animals around.  Although we were afraid that we might
  2    lose our animals, look at -- look at what happened now.
  3    Our animals are still around, the caribou where the
  4    pipeline is built.  But this offshore drilling is
  5    something else, you know.
  6              Even that Exxon oil spill after what happened,
  7    people are still trying to hunt and fish and then they
  8    still find that grease, you know, in their rivers, in the
  9    oceans.  That's why, I don't know, these oil rigs make me
 10    flinch every time I seen one.  Thank you.
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will come back.  If
 12    you want to interrupt at any time, please let us know.
 13                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  (Speaking in
 14    Inupiaq.)
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 16    And that was recorded.  Thank you, sir.  Now, I'd like
 17    to -- unless there are anymore -- thank you, Leo.  I would
 18    then like to -- Dorcus is maybe speaking later, unless you
 19    want to try again.
 20                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  He's right.  I know we
 21    need jobs here, too, but we also know there is going to be
 22    development going on, but that really scares me, too,
 23    because we -- that's how we survive with is our Eskimo
 24    food, and you all know that for thousands of years.  I'm
 25    not -- (speaking in Inupiaq.)
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  1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Dorcus.  With
  2    that I would like to open it up to elected officials.
  3    Caroline, would you like to speak first, or would you like
  4    to say anything?  Is there anyone else you believe should
  5    speak first before I open it up to the public?
  6                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  There is a lot of
  7    Elders here, and I think they need to be heard.
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  I need the
  9    Elders, if you will put up your hands, you can speak if
 10    you need to right now.
 11                    MR. GEORGE KINGIK:  Thank you very much.
 12    My name is George Kingik.  I'm an Elder.  I'm also of the
 13    Uunasiiqsiigaaq clan.  What we are talking about is real
 14    hard to stomach.  In this community, we have been fighting
 15    for our ocean since 1945, since Truman started dreaming
 16    about the big port over at Cape Thompson.  Our Elders and
 17    our great-grandfathers have fought to protect the ocean.
 18    And that's what we have been doing since they told us,
 19    watch out for your ocean.  That's your food, your stomach.
 20    That's what feeds you.
 21              And I oppose the lease sale.  I was in Anchorage
 22    when they had the lease sale, me and my brother.  There
 23    was only a few Natives at the lease sale.  And a lot of
 24    people cry.  A lot of people come outside.  They look at
 25    the company who get the lease.  And it was a hurry-up
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  1    situation two years ago.  All those people that was
  2    outside protesting against the 193 lease sale because the
  3    Elders said no to the big Project Chariot and no to this
  4    lease sale.  And I still oppose it.  Thank you very much.
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Are there any other
  6    Elders that would like to speak?  And we will be here as
  7    long as we need to, so if you think of something
  8    afterwards, you are welcome to jump in.  Anyone else?  Any
  9    Elder?  Elected officials?
 10                    MR. RONALD OVIOK, SR.: (Speaking in
 11    Inupiaq.)  One thing I'd like to add is what you have is
 12    the government controls today, but one drop of oil could
 13    become a big problem for our animals.  Thank you.
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Any other elected
 15    officials that would like to speak before we go to the
 16    list?
 17                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  I'm a council member
 18    representing Point Hope through our regional federally
 19    recognized tribal government known as the Inupiat
 20    Community of the Arctic Slope.  That tribal government was
 21    formed in 1971 in response to Alaska Native Claims
 22    Settlement Act and as a region for the Arctic Slope, as a
 23    government.
 24              And we are a government like any other
 25    government.  The United States government is a government
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  1    that has responsibilities, and so do we.  There are
  2    federally recognized tribes that perform governmental
  3    functions.  There are -- more than half of all the tribes
  4    in the United States have self-governance, have direct
  5    funding from the federal government, not through the BIA
  6    and regional offices.  And so they perform these
  7    governmental functions in place of the federal government,
  8    whether it be wildlife, EPA, those governmental functions
  9    like any other government.
 10              And we have that responsibility in performing
 11    those functions for our members, and our constitutions
 12    reflect that for the well-being of our membership.  And so
 13    we have this obligation and duty, and there are other
 14    tribal governments that have the same thing like the
 15    federal government, its responsibility towards its toward
 16    its membership and its well-being of the membership.
 17              And I guess that's a good start to indicate what
 18    our responsibilities are.  We are not just blowing hot
 19    air.  And we do have these functions and responsibilities
 20    that we have to address in regards to whatever may be
 21    missing or whatever needs to be done, like any other
 22    government.
 23              Is there any type of revenue sharing?  Is
 24    there -- how are we going to benefit through something
 25    that we haven't addressed yet and haven't been
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  1    acknowledged in regards to governmental functions?
  2    Taxation?  Local employment?  Tribal employment rights?
  3    These functions have to be recognized by the federal
  4    government and the State of Alaska.  And so it's very
  5    difficult for us tribal governments to, you know, respond
  6    to things and continuously try to keep track of what all
  7    has taken place.  But we have been in the court for a very
  8    long time, as George Kingik just said.
  9              And there have been several cases that involve
 10    our governmental functions and our concerns in regards to
 11    subsistence that have not been resolved.  And so you know,
 12    governmental functions are very -- you know, it's a real
 13    thing.  I guess, you know, this can go on as time goes on.
 14    Thank you.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.
 16                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  (Speaking in
 17    Inupiaq.)
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Again,
 19    before we go to any of the list I have, any other
 20    community Elders or elected officials?
 21                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  Could you let Dorcus
 22    translate that?
 23                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Translation by Dorcus
 24    Rock.)  She was saying that when money comes in and so
 25    forth, it's good, but it's also that we have to remember
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  1    to work together when we do that.  Like I said, when we
  2    get our dividend from the ASRC or from the State Permanent
  3    Fund, we all get happy, everybody.  And when they catch
  4    whale, everybody get happy, too.  So if these two work
  5    together, we all be happy.  Working together that she's
  6    mostly concerned about.
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm going to go
  8    to the list, unless there is any other Elders or elected
  9    officials that would like to speak.  And I'm going to go
 10    to the list, and we can always come back.  I want to make
 11    sure everybody has a chance to speak.
 12              Technology.  We were talking about that, too.
 13    Sometimes technology is not a good thing.  All right.
 14    George Kingik.  I believe he's already spoken.  Okay.
 15    Down the list here.  Jack Schaefer, you were next on the
 16    list.  Do you want to speak again for a second, or come
 17    back to you?
 18                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  Okay.  Why not?
 19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  And then we are
 20    going to make sure everyone gets a chance to speak, but
 21    now you are a double dipper.  That's all right.  We are
 22    going to keep going around.  Everybody is going to speak
 23    tonight.
 24                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  As I was saying, you
 25    know, there were several court cases that we have been
00027
  1    trying to protect our rights to subsistence, our rights to
  2    the ownership of the ocean in regards to title.  And I
  3    will mention these for the record.  This is one tribal
  4    government that went through this.  There were several
  5    that had went through this.  The Inupiat Community of the
  6    Arctic Slope, Native Village of Gambell, Native Village of
  7    Akutan, Nome Eskimo Community, Native Village of Eyak.
  8              Over the years since the '70s -- and I'll just
  9    mention one in regards to subsistence, People versus
 10    Gambell versus Clark, Ninth Circuit, 1984.  Gambell 1.
 11    People versus Gambell versus Hodel, Ninth Circuit Court,
 12    1985, Gambell 2.  People versus Gambell versus Hodel,
 13    Ninth Circuit, 1989, Gambell 3.  People of Gambell versus
 14    Babbitt, Ninth Circuit, 1993, Gambell 4.
 15              This statement more or less came out of a
 16    Vermont law school last March in regards to discussions of
 17    offshore between the United States and Canada, the Inuit
 18    and Greenland trying to talk about oil and gas offshore.
 19    And so there was a mention of these court cases that
 20    indicated that the subsistence issues have not been
 21    resolved.
 22              And so that, you know, gives you a little bit of
 23    a glimpse that was mentioned to the White House Ocean
 24    Policy Group a couple weeks ago, but I don't know if they
 25    understood what I was saying because I didn't refer to the
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  1    Circuit Court here.  I just indicated Gambell, 1, 2, 3,
  2    and 4, assuming that they understood.
  3              The State of Alaska only has jurisdiction for
  4    three miles.  They might get a little bit of something up
  5    to six miles in regards to any type of revenue sharing,
  6    and beyond that, zero, nothing.
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Going
  8    down the list, I know Earl, you have already spoken.  Do
  9    you want to hit it again or come back to you?  Come back
 10    to you?  Okay.  Thank you.  Next on the list.  Leo.  You
 11    were on the list.  Do you want to speak again?  Or we can
 12    come back.  Come?  Back.  Okay.  Next on the list -- I see
 13    lots of nos.  And then I have a whole page where people
 14    didn't mark yes or no.  Elizabeth S-T-E-O, Steo.
 15    Elizabeth?  Okay.  Caroline, you didn't check yes or no.
 16    Would you like to speak?
 17                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I think there is a
 18    misunderstanding.  That was -- my understanding that was
 19    the sign-in sheet.  They did not clarify if we are going
 20    to speak or -- I think we need to communicate better.
 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We started
 22    a little late, and we didn't get the sign-in sheets out.
 23                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  We just assumed that
 24    was just a sign-in sheet.
 25                    MR. ROY FILE:  Why are you going on that?
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  1    Is there a different sign-in sheet than this one?
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We had several to find
  3    out who is here.  And everyone is going to get a chance to
  4    speak.  Looking at you, Caroline, would you like to make a
  5    comment?
  6                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I'm just
  7    observing.
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:   You are absolutely
  9    correct.  Michelle W. Cannon.  Michelle.  She's not here.
 10                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mitchell.
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  I
 12    can't hear too well and I can't see too well, either.
 13    Margaret Oktollik.
 14                    MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  No.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No?  Okay.  I'm not
 16    sure.  I'm going to ask for some help.  Sally.  Would
 17    you -- please.
 18                    MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  I say in this world,
 19    this land is my land and this land is your land.  There is
 20    two different things about it.  You guys love to eat your
 21    food; we love to eat ours.  And you guys don't like to let
 22    nobody touch your stuff; we don't like to let our things
 23    be touched, too.  Like they always say, you know, you have
 24    to share and give.  How are we going to do that if they
 25    take that away from us?  What are we supposed to do?  You
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  1    guys don't like to eat our food.  Sometimes we don't like
  2    to eat your food.  And you have to look at it that way
  3    sometimes.
  4              But you have to remember, this land is our land
  5    together, each one of us.  We have different colors of
  6    this world.  We have to hold onto it because we love to
  7    eat.  I know you guys like to eat, too, even me, even our
  8    kids.  We don't like to see our kids be hungry.  It's
  9    going to hurt us, too.
 10              It's hurt the peoples down there, too, when they
 11    spill that oil.  You guys can't see that or understand
 12    that part?  They are suffering.
 13              Like I was saying, this land is my land, this
 14    land is your land.  Thank you.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 16    Next on the list I've got Mary Jane Attungana.  Okay.
 17    Bessie Kowunna.  Would you like to speak?
 18                    MS. BESSIE KOWUNNA:  Bessie Kowunna, for
 19    the record.  And I'm not representing any entity, city,
 20    Tikigaq or any other.  It's just myself as a Point Hope
 21    resident.  But what I would like to say is I love being
 22    Inupiat.  I love our food, our culture, our way of life,
 23    our circle of life, our land and sea.
 24              And I also would like to say that if things in
 25    industry should happen, I would rather be involved in it,
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  1    not against it or for it, but work with it so our people
  2    can see and hear what's going on with industry.  We need
  3    to make sure what they say they are doing is really what
  4    they are doing.  With that said, if that should happen, I
  5    want to see our people trained, working and be involved so
  6    we aren't left out.  If not me working, it would be
  7    someone else, probably from the Outside.  So I'm happy to
  8    be working.  Thank you.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 10    Next on the list, I see your name again, Ron.  Is there
 11    anything else you would like to add?  No?  Okay.  We will
 12    come back.  Dorcus, your name was on the list.  You want
 13    to make additional comments?
 14                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Shakes head.)
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  No.  No.  No.
 16    Okay.  Can you help me with this name here?  I think there
 17    is someone that's written down here as Peter.  Okay.  I've
 18    got a no.  Then we are back to the very beginning again.
 19    Now, that's the sign-in sheets that sort of got away from
 20    us.
 21                    MR. ROY FILE:  You know, I signed a piece
 22    of paper right after Bessie did.  Can I look at that thing
 23    right there?  Did you deliberately skip me?
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might have been an
 25    accident.  I apologize.  I want everybody to speak.  Let's
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  1    find out where you are at.  Right here.  I thought that
  2    was Ron.  I thought that was Ron over there.
  3                    MR. ROY FILE:  That looks like a Y to
  4    me.
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I saw Ron, Roy.
  6    You are very welcome to speak.
  7                    MR. ROY FILE:  I'm at school again, buddy.
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm sorry.  I'm a
  9    frustrated teacher.
 10                    MR. ROY FILE:  Okay.  I just have a couple
 11    questions for your personally.  Who do you work for?
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
 13    We work for the Department of Interior, Bureau of Ocean
 14    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are the
 15    Feds.  We manage the offshore resources and make sure all
 16    the rules and regulations and the safety is taken care of.
 17    That's our job.  And we take the information and pass it
 18    to the Secretary.
 19                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to
 20    find out.  And also, are you -- the way you present
 21    yourself here, are you pro development or are you anti
 22    development?
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are dead center.  We
 24    are not pro or -- our job is to make sure --
 25                    MR. ROY FILE:  So you do not favor one
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  1    side or the other?
  2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Personally, I cannot.
  3    My job is to provide information to the Secretary of the
  4    Interior so he makes the decision.
  5                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to --
  6    that's what I wanted to know.  Thank you.
  7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are more than
  8    welcome.  And I apologize for reading it wrong.
  9                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's okay.  Just don't
 10    let it happen again.  We have got to have some fun here.
 11                    MR. ROY FILE:  Yeah.
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have gone through the
 13    list.  Did anybody sign the list that wanted to speak that
 14    didn't?  Because then we are going to go to phase two.
 15    Yes, ma'am.
 16                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Good evening.
 17    I wrote my name on the list, and I said yes.  This is
 18    Aggie Frankson-Henry.  And this is to J.F. Bennett, Chief
 19    Branch of Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Ocean Energy
 20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Herndon,
 21    Virginia; cc to Michael Haller, Community Liaison, Alaska
 22    Region, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and
 23    Enforcement of Anchorage, Alaska.  And I wrote this today.
 24              As you see here in this map, all the gray spots,
 25    those are lease sales that's been sold.  Our ocean has
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  1    been sold.  They are colored in red, but you don't see it
  2    in red.  State of Alaska, the corporations do not have a
  3    piece of dime, not even a penny.  If this goes through to
  4    the vessels, we don't see anything unless it lands on
  5    shore.  And then the North Slope Borough will tax them.
  6    That's for your information.
  7              For the record, I am Aggie Frankson-Henry, a
  8    tribal secretary and tribal member of the Native Village
  9    of Point Hope.  I am opposing the Bureau of Ocean Energy
 10    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, decision
 11    on the proposed actions for multi-sale EIS for the Chukchi
 12    Sea, sales 193, 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea's lease sales
 13    209 and 217.  And I support alternative one, Beaufort and
 14    Chukchi Sea no lease sale.
 15              And I'm opposing the National Pollutant
 16    Discharge Elimination (NPDES) permit, a permit to
 17    discharge of toxic drilling muds and other harmful
 18    pollutants into the water within the decision of the
 19    proposed actions for multiple sale EIS for the Chukchi Sea
 20    sales 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea lease sale 209 and 217.
 21              As a representative for the tribe, it's of best
 22    interest of restoring courage, stand up for our children's
 23    future and their next generation to have the opportunity
 24    to utilize our subsistence resources.  This time I will
 25    stand.  This time I will voice for the good in which the
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  1    Inupiat people of the Arctic Slope is currently blessed to
  2    harvest bountifully from the land, air, rivers and oceans.
  3              I am an Inupiat mother, wife, daughter, aunt,
  4    tribal member of the Native Village of Point Hope, and
  5    most of all a whaler and harvester dependent on the
  6    Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea for means of survival.  Being
  7    Inupiat is an inherent freedom to hunt, harvest from the
  8    vast frozen seas to nurture my family and extended
  9    families across Alaska and Lower 48.  The Chukchi and
 10    Beaufort Seas provide nutritional food supply on my table
 11    without any aftertaste of spill debris from oil and gas
 12    exploratory drilling.
 13              Point Hope, Alaska is surrounded by the Chukchi
 14    and Beaufort Seas.  I live in the oldest whaling community
 15    in North America, and our future generation historically
 16    is in jeopardy without a cleaner environment in the Arctic
 17    Slope.
 18              It is of my best interest to voice my concern to
 19    hope for the best to preserve my culture because of
 20    climate change this vast ocean is faced with.  I pray for
 21    a healthier ecosystem balance for bowhead whales,
 22    walruses, polar bears, seals, ducks, fishes, birds, crabs,
 23    plankton, oysters, clams, seaweed, worms, killer whales,
 24    narwhales, right whales, beluga whales, gray whales, and
 25    all the mammals of these two great oceans that we, the
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  1    people of Point Hope, are blessed with.
  2              I come from an economic distressed community who
  3    relies 70 percent on subsistence resources to maintain a
  4    healthy diet.  The majority in distress is our children.
  5    Our boundary is rich in herbs, berries, plants, naturally
  6    grown dietary supplements for a healthy living environment
  7    for our people and animals that relies on these natural
  8    resources.
  9              As we the people realize today, what really
 10    matters is the well-being of our children's future and
 11    subsistence resources that will be impacted to strive to
 12    sustain traditional knowledge, traditional lifestyle,
 13    cultural heritage, cultural land use which industry poses
 14    a potential damage to our environment in the Arctic Slope.
 15              The Inupiat people has political rights, and we
 16    must argue that it is misleading to obstruct the
 17    settlement given to the Inupiat people by political or
 18    personal gain of regret in our backyard of the proposed
 19    2012-2017 Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas lease
 20    program settled by the companies' permits without even
 21    giving the Inupiat the right to vote by the people of the
 22    North Slope Borough communities.
 23              We have the right to voice, to meet freely for
 24    the well-being of the residents of the people in the
 25    coastal communities, whether it be by
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  1    government-to-government consultation meetings, giving
  2    your testimonies to the entities that goes into your
  3    communities, avails much to the next generation of
  4    subsistence users.  No voice, no courage, then you will
  5    not be heard for your inherited rights.  It will cause a
  6    big effect in your community, and their royalties will be
  7    dispersed to other people not from your community.  The
  8    royalties will not be given to the rightful stakeholders'
  9    interest or financial gain.
 10              Community leaders, I encourage you to speak up
 11    and stand up for what is only right because time is of the
 12    essence of a vast cultural effect for our future
 13    generations' responsibility to maintain without probable
 14    cause the right of entries on our land and your children's
 15    right to be I am Inupiat freely without any restrictions
 16    on our own property to subsist on, restoring a loving
 17    inheritance given to us by God, our Creator, knowingly
 18    that we, as real people, truly respect and rely on the
 19    environment for means of survival as Inupiat.
 20              Based on current agriculture in Valdez, Alaska,
 21    it is not my best interest to harm this great state with
 22    offshore oil gas drilling along the Chukchi and Beaufort
 23    Seas.  I am voicing my right to life, liberty, and
 24    equality.
 25              EPA should not grant permits for discharge of
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  1    toxic drilling waste into the Arctic waters from oil and
  2    gas exploration activities to protect the fragile Arctic
  3    ecosystem and traditional way of life.  Global warming or
  4    climate change is a significant example of the devastation
  5    we have seen in the Lower 48 by current flooding and
  6    violent storms and a disaster in the Gulf of Mexico by
  7    human error.
  8              I believe today that we have to be very stern on
  9    how the federal government and industrial servants that is
 10    wanting to develop in the brittle oceans that can lead to
 11    another disaster to our land, air, rivers, oceans that
 12    will affect or decline our subsistence resources that we
 13    rely on for means of survival through this harsh season in
 14    the years ahead.
 15              The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
 16    Regulation and Enforcement must conduct scientific studies
 17    before a lease sale must be proposed for a lease sale.  My
 18    question is:  How can you clean all the oil on ice?  How
 19    can you make sure that trillions of oil that may be leaked
 20    from a well be cleaned and managed in a 40- to
 21    90-mile-per-hour gusting wind?  As we know as Inupiat of
 22    the Arctic, we cannot even think of surfing the oceans
 23    because our lives would be endangered by the great seas.
 24              In closing, stand up for our best interests by
 25    keeping the seal oil wood stove burning in our whaling
00039
  1    camps without any worry of oil on ice debris during the
  2    harvesting of the future generations, migratory land
  3    animals and marine mammals.  Our land, our air, our
  4    rivers, our oceans, our resources living on the land,
  5    rivers, and oceans do not have a voice for means of
  6    survival God gave us to be nurtured by.
  7              I oppose the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea
  8    planning areas oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and
  9    221.  I support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
 10    no lease sale.
 11              Thank you.  I'm Aggie Frankson-Henry.
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
 13    Thank you very much.  Next on the list I've got Leah
 14    Frankson.  She came late.  Is that you hiding back there?
 15                    MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  I didn't prepare
 16    anything.  I just want to say that I'm against all
 17    offshore drilling, no matter what profit for who.
 18    Devastation to the ecosystem, devastation to the -- all
 19    animals and fish and mammals, devastation to environment,
 20    ultimately devastation to Inupiat human is to become a
 21    crime against humanity.  And there is no money that can
 22    fix that, take that away, or change that once that
 23    happens.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I
 25    have another name here.  I believe it's -- I'm sorry.  I
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  1    don't read well.  Peggy Frankson.  Is Peggy here?
  2                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  Last early Monday
  3    morning, my ten-year-old son caught his first seal.  He
  4    dreams about hunting ever since he was a little boy.
  5    That's his passion.  He goes out whenever he can, hunting
  6    mammals, fishing, hunting for caribou, and he wants to
  7    continue to do this.  We all want our young people to
  8    continue hunting all the animals that we are used to
  9    surviving on.
 10              We live a subsistence lifestyle.  If any of you
 11    go into our Native store here and try to buy groceries for
 12    a week for a family of seven, you would be -- or try
 13    buying groceries for a month.  It's over $2,000, easily.
 14    It's outrageous.  We have to survive on our subsistence
 15    foods we catch.  It's part of our lifestyle.  It's part of
 16    our lives.  It's part of who we are.
 17              And we certainly are going to keep opposing the
 18    offshore drilling sales, the leases, everything, because
 19    if our animals are endangered by possible oil spills, you
 20    have no guarantee to us saying that no oil will land in
 21    our oceans, no oil will wash up on our shores.  There is
 22    no guarantee.  Until there is a guarantee, we are not
 23    going to approve of any sales.  We are going to continue
 24    to oppose them.
 25              We want to keep hunting our animals.  We want to
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  1    keep living our subsistence lifestyle.  My son wants to
  2    grow to a man into a father and teach his kids how to hunt
  3    and to live the Inupiat way.  Thank you.
  4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  5    Now, according to the list, which is not perfect, I've hit
  6    everyone who either didn't mark yes or no or marked yes.
  7    So now we are going to open it up to the floor because I
  8    want to make sure everybody has an opportunity to speak.
  9    So first I'm going to ask for volunteers.  And then if we
 10    don't -- when we are out of volunteers, I'm going to go to
 11    each individual person to ask you again if you would like
 12    the opportunity to speak and tell us what you think.  I
 13    want everybody to have that option.
 14              So does anyone want to raise their hand and make
 15    a comment before I start going to everybody individually?
 16    Just to make sure we are not missing something, because we
 17    need your help.
 18                    MS. LILLIAN A. LANE:  I'd like to sign in,
 19    if I could.
 20              I, too, like my uma, wasn't prepared to -- and
 21    have comments, but I jotted a few things.  My name is
 22    Lillian A. Lane.  I'm a resident of Point Hope, born and
 23    raised.  Love to eat everything my father, my brothers, my
 24    neighbors have caught and put on my table.  Therefore, I
 25    oppose any gas, oil leases out in the ocean seas.  Just
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  1    like everybody here, they are dependent on the -- majority
  2    of our food come from the ocean, majority of it that we
  3    take in and preserve and keep all year.  So the cycle goes
  4    on and on and on.
  5              We have said this over and over in each
  6    testimony that we have spoken through, whether it be from
  7    the oil companies or others.  We have repeated ourself
  8    over and over and over.  I'm glad you are here to listen
  9    to our testimonies, and I hope that the people that are
 10    the deciding body will make -- take these testimonies to
 11    heart because this is real.  Those people down there don't
 12    know what's going on up here.  You don't know what goes on
 13    up here.  I'm glad you are here to listen to our people,
 14    the real people who have to live in this community year
 15    long.
 16              How would you feel if I put a limit to your
 17    chicken and cow?  That would be my first question to all
 18    of you that are dependent on those, too, or your
 19    vegetables.  The people that are wanting to go out there
 20    and drill in our oceans make promises that they would do
 21    their utmost, their best to try not to do an oil spill.
 22    It's kind of hard to believe because these things that
 23    have gone on in Alaska and the Gulf that are -- that did
 24    happen, like someone mentioned earlier.  You can hear
 25    these things.
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  1              We are going to be repetitive on some of the
  2    things that they said because they are important.  Our
  3    ocean that's out there is unpredictable.  We have our
  4    sagvaq, the current that is very strong, and it comes from
  5    every direction out there.  Supposing something happened?
  6    How are they going to contain their spills?  Those are the
  7    things that we want to hear.  What are you going to do to
  8    do your -- your best to convince us that there is not
  9    going to be an oil spill?  Those are the things I want to
 10    hear, but in a deep -- at the very -- at the -- but
 11    overall, I know that since she mentioned -- Aggie
 12    mentioned that we won't even get a penny out of it, not a
 13    penny.  Go -- go earn your dime someplace else, not in our
 14    ocean.
 15              A lot of times -- another lady said it doesn't
 16    matter about the money.  Money doesn't matter.  The food
 17    is more important than money right now.  As we speak, it
 18    is more than money because if we try and buy stuff, it's
 19    really spendy.  But I want to also add that the unseen is
 20    a mystery to all of us.  That mystery is our ocean.  We
 21    only take what it gives us.  We only take what it gives
 22    us.  The animals give themselves to us to provide for us.
 23    So we take as much as it gives us.  If anything should
 24    happen, we won't have anything.  I'm afraid of that.  We
 25    won't have anything.
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  1              There was a news thing that the oil companies,
  2    once they close their pots, they are not responsible for
  3    anything else after.  They are not accountable for their
  4    closed pots.  Supposing something happens?  I think they
  5    should be responsible as long as they had touched that pot
  6    from the beginning to the very end and after.  That was on
  7    the news the other day.  I don't like that.  That's not
  8    good practice with any oil company.
  9              I know that it should -- maybe it might provide
 10    some jobs for the community members, some community
 11    members, but majority of the workers that do work in
 12    Alaska on the pipeline, Red Dog Mine, comes from Lower 48.
 13    Our people are not trained enough.  Our people are not
 14    trained to do these jobs they do on the oil rigs.
 15              And we all know about nature.  Nature controls
 16    itself.  The ocean is unpredictable and, if anything
 17    should happen, I don't think the oil rigs would be able to
 18    withstand anything out there.  So therefore, it's a -- you
 19    are playing with not only their lives, but our lives,
 20    also.
 21              Although their technology is updated and they
 22    say they have up-to-par equipment, I still don't believe
 23    they are good enough to withstand our Arctic conditions.
 24              I, too, love to eat my mikigaq, which our
 25    Heavenly Father, our God, has provided, has created and
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  1    put on this earth for our use, our bodily use.  And it
  2    says if we disturb the land, it's going to disrupt the
  3    cycle.  I see disruption.  I see disruption if they do go
  4    out there.  And I hope and heartily hope the committee
  5    will really consider and take to heart, once again, to
  6    really think this through and not think of it's going to
  7    bring us a lot of money because it's a federal thing.
  8    This is going to bring us a lot of money, which it does.
  9    Right now today our money really isn't there at all.
 10              Thank you for this opportunity for me to speak
 11    during this time, and I thank all the people that stood up
 12    and speak on behalf of Point Hope.  And I'd like to -- I'd
 13    like to say that if they are going to drill out there,
 14    they need to think of all the factors that would be
 15    affected before they do any drilling.  Taikuu.  Thank you.
 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 17    Now, what I would like to do is I'm going to start with
 18    this end of the room and go around and touch base with
 19    everybody to make sure everybody feels comfortable and had
 20    an opportunity.  Sir, would you like to say anything?
 21    Your name, please.
 22                    MS. RICHARD CANNON, SR.:  My name is
 23    Richard Cannon, Senior.  Before I say one word, I'm going
 24    to pray and ask God to give me the right words to say.
 25              Heavenly Father, creator of all things, I ask
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  1    you to use my voice.  Help me say what you want me to say,
  2    Lord Jesus.  I come before you as your humble servant.  I
  3    serve you and you only, Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank you
  4    for this opportunity to speak before these people.
  5    [indiscernible] voice your opinion, not my opinion.  In
  6    Jesus' name I pray.  Amen.
  7              Again, my name is Richard Cannon, Sr.  Most of
  8    you people know me here.  And I do like to pretty much
  9    whale.  I have been around a long time, and kind of
 10    heartbroken to see that these people are here.  I know
 11    they're here to just basically do their job.  I'm glad Roy
 12    asked this gentleman whether he's for it or against.
 13    They're taking this thing to Secretary Salazar, that he
 14    can't be -- he has to be biased.  How can he be biased in
 15    a community of people that he know that if there is
 16    drilling that is going to harm the environment because,
 17    like some people say, there is nothing, there is nothing
 18    to clean up the oil spill in the ice.  We all know that.
 19              And I know your scientists, to me, they are
 20    liars.  And how could they tell the truth when they work
 21    for you guys, when they work for the oil companies?
 22    Explain to me how someone is going to say, oh, no, this
 23    can't happen.  You will be fired on the spot.  And I'm
 24    quite sure he signs a gag order saying that he cannot
 25    talk, that he cannot tell the truth.  So just like Aggie
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  1    say, they are paleface.  They are liars.
  2              So we as a whole must come against this, and we
  3    must come against this now because we know the oil
  4    companies, they have money and pretty much have
  5    politicians in their pockets.  I know these people might
  6    say how do I know that.  I don't know that, but I'm
  7    assuming that's it because they are in Washington as we
  8    speak right now trying to push for offshore oil, which we
  9    don't get a dime.  Alaska will not -- as Jeff says, Alaska
 10    will not get a dime from this.  So what's the use?  What's
 11    wrong with our politicians?  That don't sound right to me
 12    that they don't -- that they will say, go ahead.
 13              Now, I didn't say go ahead to me.  Are they
 14    going to pay off?  Maybe it might begin to pay off.  I'll
 15    just leave it at that.  My name is Richard Cannon, Senior.
 16    And I'm pretty much against offshore drilling, any kind of
 17    drilling.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 19    Ma'am, another opportunity?  Jack?
 20                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  I always have a
 21    lot of things to say.  And I hope you continue to come
 22    around and come around.  I have been at this for a long
 23    time, also, you know.  I -- I have been President of the
 24    Native Village back in '93 or so, years, and we have been
 25    talking about oil and gas for a long time.  I sat around
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  1    my cousins and my uncles when they were talking about
  2    their fears and their concerns about offshore oil and gas
  3    back in the '70s and what they were concerned about and
  4    how they were talking about governmental functions and
  5    government-to-government and human rights and -- and
  6    responsibilities.
  7              And it even got to the point that the ownership
  8    of the ocean was never really addressed.  And when it was,
  9    it was addressed in a controversial way.  And so, you
 10    know, I still feel that we own this ocean.  Alaska Native
 11    Claims Settlement Act was for Alaska.  And where is the
 12    boundary of Alaska?  And that was talked about and decided
 13    on but never revealed.
 14              And then, you know, I feel really betrayed, in a
 15    way, because we had so much faith in the judicial system.
 16    And we fought for what we thought was right.  And we won
 17    several times.  Uncles and cousins laugh about it.  I was
 18    young when this was going on.  I didn't really understand
 19    what was happening, but I understood that we had a
 20    responsibility and that we had ownership and that
 21    controversy is all over.
 22              We even went to the United Nations back in 1989
 23    concerned about Prudhoe Bay and the cleanup that was
 24    promised by the oil companies so that migration of the
 25    caribou and other animals could continue over there.  But
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  1    I don't know if that was done.  There was a government
  2    accountability report, a GAO report that was published in
  3    2002, No. 357 on the restoration of Prudhoe Bay.  And
  4    companies ignored, companies changed their name, companies
  5    filed for bankruptcy, companies walked away.
  6              The State of Alaska got furious and said, this
  7    is not true.  I don't believe your report.
  8              And so that's one thing that we keep trying that
  9    we have been saying over time is that we are promised that
 10    restoration will be done and they will clean it up, that
 11    the animals will be able to go through there again.
 12    Nuiqsut has to purchase three, four, five times as much
 13    fuel to go after caribou now from years back.
 14              And this restoration hasn't really been done,
 15    apparently.  I did see something on the news that there
 16    was some work that was being done, but I don't know to
 17    what extent.  You know, promises have to be kept.  You
 18    have to do what you need to do.  And if you are going to
 19    say you are going to do something, then you better do it.
 20    And if you walk away, then how can we trust these
 21    companies that are saying that they can do it in an
 22    environmentally safe way?  We are only talking about
 23    exploration and leases.  I don't know to what extent that
 24    we go in regards to impacts and at what stage.
 25              There was discussion whether it's going to be
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  1    tanked or in a pipeline.  Both ways involve bladders that
  2    are going to be on the ocean floor filled with fuel, six
  3    or more sitting there filled with oil.  And there will be
  4    a pipe that will run up to the surface, two tankers from
  5    each bladder or a pipe running to a pipeline that will run
  6    on the floor of the ocean to another pipeline.
  7              And there has been over 20 years of photography
  8    of the ocean floor, and it has been mapped on how that ice
  9    moves and scrapes the bottom of the ocean and they have
 10    been doing this for years, arctic research, photographs in
 11    that area over there, sale 193.  So, you know, I don't
 12    know to what extent we talk about, you know, things and
 13    whether we should be concerned 15 years from now if it
 14    will be developed.
 15              In a previous hearing, there was a former
 16    employee that was on one of those rigs, and he said that
 17    he had -- was afraid for his life at one time because of a
 18    storm, and that two cables had broken.  And he was
 19    thankful that that rig did not collapse or sink or
 20    anything.  They were spared.  And he said no more.
 21    Whether he broke his confidentiality agreement that he may
 22    have signed with the company or -- I don't know.  I can't
 23    speak for him.  But that was stated in a previous hearing.
 24    That has not been put on the website.
 25              We talk about transparency, openness.  We will
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  1    give you all the information you need.  But we haven't
  2    seen the transcripts of the hearings.  We haven't seen
  3    what the other villages have said.  What I mean by "we,"
  4    is that anybody that could pick up a laptop like that
  5    person over there and Googlize and look for hearings.  And
  6    what they will see is that there are absolutely no
  7    hearings for Point Hope from Point Hope on record in your
  8    website.
  9              The first one appears in 1986 or '83, which was
 10    done by teleconference.  There were hearings that I
 11    testified as the President of Native Village of Point Hope
 12    in 1995 reflecting on the international code that we had
 13    passed.  That's not on record.  That hearing took place in
 14    Anchorage at the Egan Center in 1995.  And that's not on
 15    the website.  There are other hearings that are there, but
 16    nothing from Point Hope.  And it's very, very odd.
 17              And then these recent ones that were in February
 18    are not on the website.  Is there a reason why they are
 19    not there?
 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I'll look
 21    into that.  Sir, would you like an opportunity?
 22                    MR. ELIJAH ROCK, SR:  My name is Elijah
 23    Rock, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain in Point Hope.  And
 24    also Commissioner for Point Hope for nine years.  Just
 25    talking to the government, federal government over in
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  1    Washington, D.C. to make them understand that I'm Inupiat
  2    and I have a lifestyle that was passed on to me and my
  3    ancestors.  And I would like this lifestyle continue
  4    without any interruption of any development of gas and
  5    oil, if possible.  If it can't be safe, just don't do it
  6    just like that because I like to have gas and oil from the
  7    modern-day equipment I use to hunt with and heat my house.
  8    I can't go back to my seal oil blubber stove to heat my
  9    house, heat it all night like I'm used to today and I
 10    cannot just go to the wall and turn my light off and on if
 11    we have no gas and oil.
 12              But that is something that needs to be really
 13    considered from the federal government because the federal
 14    government is our government, as far as I understand.
 15    Then we have another government, it's the North Slope
 16    Borough.  That's our government.  Then we have another one
 17    that's the State government.  And that's another
 18    government.  And we have a Native village government here
 19    and we have a City government here in Point Hope, and you
 20    know, governments are governments and governments and
 21    governments.  But still, we are still here.  We are still
 22    alive.  We continue to live because of the fact that we
 23    were passed on, taught how to live the lifestyle that we
 24    are immune to nowadays.  Even though a lot of the things
 25    on our past went this way and that way, modernized, but
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  1    still, you know, the federal government -- someone
  2    mentioned that we have water out there, our sea, our
  3    ocean.  Without the federal government, the State
  4    government, from the shore out to three miles, the State
  5    government owns that, rules anything in that area.  And
  6    then from three miles on, it's the federal government
  7    waters.  But we still hunt in them.  We still all live off
  8    that ocean, even though the federal and State in them,
  9    even though the federal and State government controls it.
 10    We abide by their -- whatever they say.  We use it.  They
 11    make the laws and they will continue to make these kind of
 12    laws, I don't know, till kingdom come, I guess.
 13              Anyway, I support everyone that is against oil
 14    and gas development, but it's got to be safe, and somehow
 15    we got to make an arrangement for the federal and the
 16    State government to, you know -- without money we cannot
 17    go buy the modern-day equipment that we use, the
 18    modern-day food that we use.  We cannot survive just on
 19    muktuk seal and -- anymore.  We have got to have
 20    hamburger.  Our children are already used to that.
 21              So if something can be arranged where we have
 22    enough supply from the State and federal government to
 23    keep us alive, if they -- if they happen to do something
 24    wrong in our ocean and we can't utilize our Native food
 25    anymore from the ocean.
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  1              But everything migrates, as far as I understand.
  2    All the animals in the ocean, even their food migrates.
  3    Migrate meaning that, you know, they travel from the
  4    low -- lower oceans up -- go up through our area and then
  5    continue on over to Canada and Greenland because of the
  6    currents.  They follow the current.  I've never seen --
  7    and also I've always heard from my Elders when we are out
  8    hunting we -- we can't see any animals when the current is
  9    from the west, only seals and polar bear.  That's all.
 10    But every once in a while when the whales are migrating --
 11    this statement is not true either because some the whales
 12    always come back because they can't continue on, no water.
 13    They'll come back.  I caught one of those kind in my
 14    whaling years in Point Hope.
 15              And another thing I have a problem with is
 16    our -- we deem that it's our ocean, but State and federal
 17    own that ocean, and they right now they are opening it up
 18    to tourist ships going through all the way around up north
 19    across Canada, Greenland, everywhere.  And that's
 20    something that, you know, we have seen and read about in
 21    the Lower 48.  A lot of animals get hit by the props.  And
 22    also there is a lot of fishing going on.  They make a
 23    line, International Date Line for the other countries not
 24    to come in, but they still come in and go over that
 25    because there is nobody out there really leasing the area.
00055
  1              And so when those nets are out there, any kind
  2    of animal will get caught in those nets and die, can't
  3    swim no more.
  4              Anyway, thank you.
  5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
  6    Sir, another opportunity, sir?  Would you like to make
  7    another comment?
  8                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I pass.
  9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am, you are welcome
 10    to.
 11                    MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  My name is Leah
 12    Frankson.  When I first heard about the leasing, the sale,
 13    and I made a comment on my Facebook about how people don't
 14    understand how the effects would be because it's not them,
 15    you know.  It's not them being affected.  And I said, you
 16    know, how would they feel if -- if they didn't -- if they
 17    couldn't eat shrimp no more, if they couldn't eat that.
 18    And then sure enough, look what happened to them down
 19    there, those shrimp -- shrimpers down there.  The
 20    shrimpers, they are still being affected by what happened.
 21              You know, look at what happened in Valdez.  That
 22    wasn't even a pipe.  That wasn't a -- that was just a
 23    boat.  25 years they couldn't be fishing, toxic waters.
 24    Those are places that are connected that have
 25    infrastructure or relief, you know.  There is no
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  1    infrastructure set up up here, nothing.  Thousands of
  2    miles out, there is nothing.
  3              And even if there was, you would add on to the
  4    noise pollution.  They track all of the pollution that in
  5    this pristine environment that they don't even know what
  6    might happen.  They don't even know what could happen
  7    to -- to the ecosystem.
  8              For the federal government to sell it in the
  9    first place seems wrong to give some one person, one
 10    group, one entity profit, and when it could affect so
 11    much, it could devastate so much.  And I have to say, to
 12    me, to allow that it looks like a crime against humanity.
 13    Humans, humans here, my family, is eating from the ocean.
 14    My family is eating from the ocean.  Everybody up here.
 15              And it's not the first time the federal
 16    government almost let things happen.  I was reading that
 17    book on Howard Rock and how they almost got approved to do
 18    nuclear bomb to change the land so they could, you know --
 19    to test it, to test -- to test up here.  Even there was
 20    EPA back then, almost allow it.  And what would have
 21    happened if they did?  We wouldn't be here if they did.
 22              Together we stand up and they said no.  And they
 23    are standing up and they are saying no to this, no matter
 24    your profits.  Thank you.
 25                    MS. LILY TUZROYLUKE:  Lily Tuzroyluke for
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  1    the record.  Your agency, BOEMRE, has been in the news
  2    lately for corruptions, for corruptions just as recently
  3    as 2010.  Not these people that are sitting in front of
  4    you, but the department that they work for, their
  5    employees were found guilty for taking bribes from oil
  6    companies.  From oil companies.
  7              You stated earlier when this gentleman asked, he
  8    asked what is your -- what is your stance on this issue,
  9    and you said that you are neutral.  You said that you are
 10    neutral, that you have to take consideration from both
 11    sides.
 12              I want to know what assurances happens -- what
 13    assurance you can give me or the people here that the same
 14    corruptions is not going to be happening again.  I know
 15    that there is certain steps that you have been taking, but
 16    I just wanted to bring that issue up since that is a
 17    concern.  You are here to talk about the supplemental
 18    environmental impact statement, and you spoke to the
 19    Native village earlier about grading -- upgrading, and it
 20    is my belief that your EIS is flawed.  It's extremely
 21    flawed.
 22              You take a lot of studies.  You do a lot of
 23    studies on all the various animals.  We have -- at our
 24    office, we have requested information under Freedom of
 25    Information Act.  I don't know -- we asked for the
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  1    information.  The first one is between the oil companies
  2    and between BOEMRE, formerly MMS.  There is boxes and
  3    boxes of animal studies, tons of animal studies saying how
  4    the seismic testing, how the exploratory and the
  5    explorations, how that would affect the animals.
  6              But where I see the gaps -- and this is where
  7    the traditional knowledge would come in -- is that you say
  8    how insensitive the animals are, how a bowhead can take up
  9    to X number of vessels, this volume up to an avalanche --
 10    I think it's the decibels equal to a volcano eruption,
 11    avalanche, and bowhead can withstand that amount of
 12    decibels, but as whalers and the experts here, the men and
 13    the women here that do whaling, know that bowhead hearing
 14    is very sensitive.  It's very sensitive.
 15              The other -- the other major flaw that I see,
 16    and I'm glad that you have here with you, is you have an
 17    editor of the EIS that's -- yes.  There he is.  You take
 18    all of the studies, these animal studies, and you get
 19    these scientists to find out how this would impact the
 20    animals.  Yes, and that is important.  But you don't look
 21    at how or it will impact the human population and how it
 22    will impact the culture.
 23              It seems in our previous -- in previous sites,
 24    things like Exxon, the Deepwater Horizon and other places
 25    around the world, like the major deltas where there has
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  1    been oil development, it devastates the people.  It
  2    devastates the people.  That's the truth.
  3              And you say that you are here to get the facts,
  4    to find the truth, and the truth is that this will
  5    devastate us.  This will devastate us.  So I just want
  6    to -- I cannot urge enough that you have to dedicate --
  7    you dedicate scientists to look at animals.  You need to
  8    look at the people that are going to be impacted.
  9              That's all.  Thank you.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All very good comments.
 11    Thank you.  Ma'am, would you like an opportunity?  No?
 12    Okay.  I'm going to come around the table.  I don't want
 13    anyone to be forgotten before I continue on.  Ma'am, would
 14    you like another opportunity?
 15                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  I'm Aggie
 16    Frankson-Henry.  I'm a Tikigagmiu.  I'm from Point Hope.
 17    As we all know that our ocean provides -- God provides for
 18    us.  Like my Aunt Anna say, that they are given to us when
 19    our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, our relatives go out to
 20    harvest a marine mammal, even the fowls of the air, the
 21    fish in the ocean, it's bountiful.  We are blessed.  And
 22    knowing that, within this time period, we will be
 23    impacted.  Be ready.
 24              There may be a lot of traffic in the air.
 25    That's why we didn't see our caribou migrated this last
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  1    year.  There was a lot of traffic because of people up
  2    north were impacted by a lot of studies through the
  3    airway.  A lot of helicopters, planes.  All that, we are
  4    going to be seeing that here.  And when they come in, we
  5    need to try to get some taxes going so that we can at
  6    least get a piece of -- get a dime.  If they come here and
  7    put their equipment on our land, we need to make sure that
  8    we -- we invest from that.  It's going to hurt us.  We
  9    know.  We know once -- once they -- because the leases are
 10    sold.
 11              Those that are marked up there in the map in
 12    gray are supposed to be red.  BOEMRE, or former MMS, sold
 13    those leases to the oil companies, and they are still
 14    looking for people -- I mean, companies to buy those other
 15    leases.  But that's our backyard.
 16              We were told when we were children never to mess
 17    with the ocean because it's very dangerous, never to even
 18    go out there and -- and put your feet in the water because
 19    the current can take you away.  We have to respect the
 20    ocean.  I was trained to respect the ocean.  And I'm
 21    trying to tell my children to respect the ocean so that
 22    they, too, will be blessed when they go out to harvest.
 23              Mammals, animals, fowl in the air -- we like to
 24    eat eider duck.  We like to eat kumaqs.  We like to eat
 25    fish, whales, seals because we are blessed.
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  1              We know that the NPRA is not in this map up
  2    here, too.  How many leases have been sold in the NPRA?
  3    Our neighbors up north, they are going to be seeing a big
  4    change.  They are going to be highly regulated.  They are
  5    going to be so polluted that they will ask us how.  What
  6    did we do?  What did you say to them to prevent this from
  7    happening?  We stand up and we said no.
  8              And it's so hard to see our culture, our
  9    traditional way of life in front of us, knowing it might
 10    not be there anymore five to ten years from now because we
 11    won't be able to celebrate the whale.  But we love to eat
 12    the bowhead whale, the beluga whale.  We are whalers.  And
 13    we harvest because we were taught by our fathers, our
 14    grandfathers, our mothers, our grandmothers, and our
 15    forefathers.  We are a rich community.  God blessed our
 16    land with a lot of berries every season.  There may be
 17    times when there is a drought.
 18              As we see today on the news, the violent storms,
 19    the -- the flooding that's going on in the Lower 48, their
 20    vegetation, their animals, their land is being taken from
 21    disaster through Mother Nature.  And now look at us today.
 22    That's where all -- you know, we are -- and also in Japan,
 23    the big earthquake that happened, and now we are afraid of
 24    the radiation that may come into our waters and that we
 25    may be affected, too.
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  1              We hurt for people in the Gulf of Mexico,
  2    Louisiana.  We hurt for them, too, because they have a
  3    mom.  They have a dad.  They have children.  They have
  4    grandparents that relied on these resources that put food
  5    on the table.  But then it hurts.  It hurts those
  6    families.
  7              And what did the government do with offshore
  8    that was devastated at the Gulf of Mexico?  How long did
  9    it take them to act and try to clean up the mess?  It's
 10    going to be even longer here in the Arctic because it's so
 11    sensitive, our ecosystem.  And we are sensitive, too,
 12    because we rely.  We rely on what was given to us, the
 13    resources.
 14              I know we are modernized.  We have a lot of
 15    technology, but there is other ways that they can, other
 16    ways of -- of trying to provide.  We know that our
 17    government has to pay China, but we don't -- we are also
 18    impacted by that because of the greed.  But we love our
 19    government, too, because we are Americans.
 20              But I'm saying no.  I choose no development on
 21    the multilease sale Beaufort Sea and Chukchi Sea planning
 22    area oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and 221.  I
 23    support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea no lease
 24    sale.
 25              And those of you that are here today, you have
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  1    until July 11th to put in your comments.  There is a
  2    website that you can go to.  I have that in my office if
  3    you need help to put it in writing to these -- to BOEMRE
  4    to help because we know -- we have -- we have Dish.  We
  5    have TV, those of you who likes to watch news like I do.
  6    We see what's going on.
  7              The United States is hurting.  Maybe it's
  8    because we are almost against Israel.  We need to pray for
  9    Israel so that we will be blessed, so God will have us in
 10    our favor.  Today here in the Arctic Slope, that's what we
 11    do.  Because God has blessed us with these resources in
 12    the oceans, in the sea, in the rivers, and in the air.
 13              And I hope and pray that the decisionmaker
 14    listen to our comments.  We know that this was done from
 15    the other previous President of the United States, but the
 16    President today, Obama, we know that his term is almost
 17    over, but he's given us the opportunity to speak with the
 18    federal government, with government-to-government
 19    consultation, executive order 175131 so that we can have a
 20    voice in our community.
 21              We are Tikigagmius.  We will always say our
 22    voice.  Thank you.
 23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your offer
 24    to help people with the regs.gov.  Thank you very much.
 25    That was very helpful.  Sir, would you like an
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  1    opportunity?  Back to the Elder table, anyone like to make
  2    another comment?
  3                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  I wish -- I was
  4    wishing that the sea mammals and the animals that would be
  5    affected by these offshore drilling activities were here
  6    to testify with us, you know.  It is meaningful because
  7    they provide -- they provide us the food from the ocean.
  8    And my question is, who will make the final decision on
  9    what's going to happen after all the impact statements are
 10    taken care of and the testimonies?
 11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The Secretary of the
 12    Interior.
 13                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Is it the federal
 14    government --
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
 16                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  -- or the United
 17    States Supreme Court or MMS?
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the Secretary
 19    of the Interior, Ken Salazar.  He makes the final
 20    decision.
 21                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Ken Salazar?
 22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.
 23                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  I oppose on the lease
 24    sale, too, and the reason on that is I was thinking about
 25    it.  I read this one book about those Indians when the
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  1    federal government took their land from them and, you
  2    know, the good Lord really, he won't take our water from
  3    us, God willing.
  4              You know, we have food -- we have food shortage
  5    a lot of times, and you go in my refrigerator or my
  6    freezer, you are not going to find no White Man's food in
  7    there.  It's all Eskimo food.  And that's provided from
  8    what people give me or when we go out to hunt.  And that's
  9    how we live.
 10              So you think -- think about you our children and
 11    our grandchildren.  If you think about that, it's real
 12    hard.  I heard everybody being against it, so I hope the
 13    Secretary of the Interior will think twice about it before
 14    they do anything.  You know, it's our land, our water, our
 15    sea.  And I remember that one man that mentioned that
 16    hunger knows no law.  We are not going to go to that
 17    extinct -- we are not going to go that far, but the
 18    testimonies of these people, I hope they really listen to
 19    what they are saying.  It's from the heart.  They are
 20    saying that from their heart, and that's what I'm doing,
 21    too, the same thing.
 22              That's the only way we provide our food.  I
 23    can't go to the store.  If I did, I have to spend, 2-,
 24    $300 just to get what I need.  And you know, when you buy
 25    meat -- did you go to the store to see how much the meats
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  1    are?  They are about $18 a pound.  You think about that.
  2              You got to think about all the testimonies of
  3    these people.  You got to think about it from your heart;
  4    not just by looking at them, but from the heart.  I really
  5    hope that you do listen to us because I know that the good
  6    Lord will be with us.  And I hope the Secretary of the
  7    Interior will think twice before he signs that paper.
  8              Money is not really anything, you know, when you
  9    think about it.  It is a lot of times, but money is not
 10    anything compared to our food that we get.  The men hunt
 11    for it, too.  It's not easy for them to be out there
 12    hunting.  If you ever tried going out to go hunt like they
 13    do, I don't think you would last a week, but they -- they
 14    dare through that just so we would have food on the table.
 15    I just wanted to say that.  Thank you.
 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 17                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's been a long battle
 18    since 2008.  A lot of things happened between 2008 and
 19    now.  A lot of meetings, a lot of planning, a lot of
 20    development talk.  Our corporation, ASRC; our cousins,
 21    Olgoonik Corporation, and other corporations are getting
 22    involved with oil development without your guys'
 23    knowledge.
 24              We don't know what's been happening, but we
 25    would like to ask the government to do investigation on
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  1    what's been happening since the Native Village of Point
  2    Hope said no to offshore activity.  Point Hope is not new
  3    to this.  It's been years and years and years from my
  4    father was alive, my uncle [indiscernible] and all these
  5    other people, my mother, all these people that attend
  6    these meetings because the government want to go out to
  7    the ocean we love the most.  And all these years they have
  8    been saying no but, still, the government come back again
  9    and ask the same thing, could we do some lease sales in
 10    that area.
 11              And as we had a president by the name of George
 12    Bush, the George Bush era has disappeared.  George Bush
 13    wanted development in the Arctic.  George Bush got a big
 14    donation from oil companies to become president.  So you
 15    see, George Bush wanted to do development right away.
 16              I thank Native Village of Point Hope for passing
 17    a resolution opposing offshore activity in the Chukchi and
 18    the Beaufort.  A lot of things are happening.  This past
 19    week they called an Arctic Summit.  Any of our people is
 20    attending that Arctic Summit?  There was another big
 21    meeting I got invited to.  It was Shell Oil, Shell Oil
 22    meeting with Chamber of Commerce talking about the
 23    Chukchi, talking about development.  And where is our
 24    people?  A lot of meetings happening since 2008.
 25              I would like to be home, but I love you people.
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  1    I love our way of life, and that's the only way I can keep
  2    up with this very hot issue that's in front of our
  3    community.  After listening tonight, we gave you strong
  4    encouragement to even fight harder to let you guys know
  5    100 percent that attended this meeting is against offshore
  6    activity.
  7              The biggest scare is an oil spill.  They said
  8    there is no danger in shallow water like the Deepwater
  9    Horizon.  I had a chance to go visit the Deep Horizon
 10    [sic] oil spill.  I had a chance to witness what I always
 11    been talking about if there was an oil spill.  I had a
 12    chance to feel the crude oil that the birds and the
 13    alligators and the fish got into.
 14              So you see, we should all oppose offshore
 15    activity.  It's too precious to give away.  We always look
 16    forward to see qinu come every fall.  We call it our very
 17    first ice.  But if there is any oil spill, we will see
 18    black crude coming like qinu like the fresh ice that goes
 19    to Point Hope every fall, and we don't want that to
 20    happen.
 21              There is no proven science technology to clean
 22    oil spill.  Let the record know that Point Hope says there
 23    is no proven technology.  Science can't prove that.
 24              Salazar, we have many meetings with him.
 25    Echohawk, we have many meetings with them.  EPA
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  1    Washington, D.C., we have many meetings with them.  And we
  2    have meetings with Senators and Congressmen.  We got
  3    friends that always happens get votes to fight against the
  4    offshore activity in the Arctic.
  5              So you see, we are not alone because the tribe
  6    is very powerful.  We have got a Constitution of the
  7    United States, thanks to Jackson [sic].  We foster and
  8    protect our way of life.  We got to understand that.  We
  9    got to stick together.  Without to sticking together,
 10    things will happen.  When we stick together, things always
 11    happen in a good way.
 12              Just remember, Point Hope should say no, no, no
 13    to offshore activity.  Thank you.
 14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  I'm
 15    not going to forget this side of the room.  Ma'am?
 16                    MS. LILLIAN LANE:  Lillian Lane.  Call me
 17    Anna.  As I was sitting here and wondering what else I
 18    should say, my mom called me.  She just came back from
 19    Kotzebue.  She's doing well, praise God.  She said I had
 20    other plans to do something else tonight, and that was
 21    church.  I love to go to church.  And Mom said there was a
 22    very important meeting that's going on.  You need to go
 23    and voice.  You need to go voice.  You need to go say
 24    something.
 25              So when she put that on me, I had no choice but
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  1    to come here and say what my heart says, wants me to say.
  2    Like others, my freezers are filled with ducks, muktuk,
  3    walrus, oogruk, agvik, seal oil.
  4              I don't want to -- I don't want to see seas on
  5    account of man-made mistake, technical mistake.  I love to
  6    eat my mikigaq.  I love to eat my meat.
  7              I told myself I'm just going to say a few words,
  8    and that will be it.  But right now, my heart is speaking.
  9    Ever since the Man of No Color has set foot on our
 10    society, there has been changes.  Majority of the time
 11    it's bad changes.  They have hurt our people, physical,
 12    mentally, spiritually.  We are tired of being pushed
 13    around, being told what to do.  Enough is enough.
 14              Our brave men who set their -- set themselves
 15    out in the ocean to catch what they could catch -- and
 16    they have been very successful this year.  God has blessed
 17    us mightily.  Once again, I -- from the bottom of my
 18    heart, from the bottom of my heart we plead and we beg
 19    that you don't allow to do this to us.  They have done
 20    enough to us.
 21              You folks out there don't know what it's like to
 22    live out here.  You have to come out here and live it, to
 23    understand what we go through.
 24              Like my boy, he's out there hunting right now.
 25    I encourage him to go hunting.  I want my freezers filled
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  1    as much as I can get.  We not only feed ourselves, but for
  2    the community.  We share.  This is a sharing community.
  3    We give first and take whatever is left over.  And still
  4    our freezers are full, whether they be in the ice cellar
  5    or the new freezers.
  6              I don't know what else I can say more because to
  7    beg and plead, I don't usually beg or plead, but this time
  8    I am.  I am.  I don't beg or plead.  It's for the good of
  9    our people.
 10              But thank you for coming again and listening to
 11    our comments.  And I hope they really take it to heart and
 12    understand, truly understand where we are coming from
 13    before they make this decision whether to do it or not to
 14    do it.
 15              Thank you.  Lillian Lane.
 16                    MS. EVA LONG:  I know I said no to that
 17    paper.  I'm Eva Long and I'm against offshore whaling
 18    [sic].  Thank you.  Offshore drilling.  I like whaling.
 19                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  First of all, I want
 20    to say my name is Caroline Cannon.  And tonight I wanted
 21    to listen because it's the people that gives us direction
 22    as leaders what to say.  We carry the message behind our
 23    back.  And I just want to commend everyone tonight for
 24    speaking from your hearts.  Many times I carry that
 25    luggage.
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  1              When I leave from here with the plane and I get
  2    to Kotzebue, there is times I visualize an oil rig.  There
  3    is times I visualize black ice.  There is times I cry.  I
  4    ask many times, why me?  Why me?  There is leaders in the
  5    community with many long knowledge, wisdom.  A gift that
  6    can reach out to the people in English or in Inupiaq.
  7              There are many times I miss my children's
  8    birthdays, anniversaries, but tonight I am very pleased to
  9    hear; tonight I am so blessed because it's the same
 10    message.
 11              We envision the ocean with the rigs.  I have a
 12    little reminder from a friend from Valdez, a jar full of
 13    their rocks with the oil, the black oil, and they just dug
 14    that not too long ago.  That is my reminder I keep in my
 15    room.  We are blessed with three whales this year.  We had
 16    the opportunity to see many things happening within our --
 17    in our -- in front of us.  A lot of joy.
 18              And yet we know how damaging it can be if there
 19    is one drop -- one drop oil -- I mean, oil drop.  We know
 20    how damaging that can be.  That can be forever.
 21              I grew up with five brothers, so I never really
 22    had a chance to put five gallons into our tank.  But one
 23    time my brothers weren't home.  Mom said I had to go put
 24    stove oil in our tank, and I cooveed.  I spilled.  I
 25    cooveed, and I saw that oil go straight to the snow
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  1    rapidly.  And that five gallons was valuable to my
  2    parents.  That little drop was valuable to our household.
  3    And it broke my heart.  I couldn't contain it.  It spill.
  4    It went directly to the ground.
  5              So knowing that, at that time I didn't know that
  6    that would educate me, somewhat help me to know how
  7    crucial or how -- how the materials is as a liquid.
  8              So I just want to say that I am so blessed to
  9    hear people coming forward.  I'm always speaking them out.
 10    I'm not trying to put myself up, but when I visit Elders
 11    and they bless me, keep on, keep on.  And we are facing
 12    our own people.  Our own people.
 13              It's hard, but tonight is a critical meeting.
 14    We have schedules which we shared with -- we had a meeting
 15    with the group earlier.  And we shared that our
 16    calendar -- our subsistence way of life evolves on the
 17    weather.  We can't program and say we are going to catch
 18    oogruks in two weeks.  We can't program this and say we
 19    are going to go with this.  We have to do it while it's
 20    available, while it's here.  A lot of us want to be out
 21    there, but I'm glad that we have some people here.  Many
 22    times have we had meetings, and there is only a handful.
 23              And I envision our rich heritage, our culture
 24    and the live berries if we don't speak up when it's
 25    already too late.  But I'm so grateful that we had
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  1    mentors, the people before us, our Elders, that were vocal
  2    that liked to say their piece, our mentors that protected
  3    our land, our ocean.  They cared.  There is many -- and
  4    yet at that time they cared, but they weren't -- they
  5    weren't given compensation.  No meeting fees.
  6              A lot of times we have to travel with what
  7    little we have in our pocket.  If you go to D.C., you
  8    can't get anywhere without a cab.  There are hotels.  You
  9    think it's ridiculous here in Alaska; $200 a night in
 10    Anchorage during the summer rate?  It's 3-, $400 over
 11    there.  What little money you have, if they put you in
 12    a -- in a hotel, you're going to see little critters
 13    because we can't afford that.  We can't afford that
 14    lifestyle.  But it's critical that we have a voice.
 15              I just want to say thank you.  Thank you for
 16    opening the doors because these doors were shut before.
 17    Believe me, they were shut.  There are open doors now.
 18    There is opportunities for Native tribes to get up and
 19    speak and to be recognized.  Sometimes you feel like you
 20    are walking the trail by yourself when you don't have
 21    nothing.  But it has to be heard.  You have to be heard
 22    irregardless.
 23              Remember the big issue about those coupons on
 24    the beds not too long ago?  Many times we have to sleep in
 25    a hotel that's not even worth it.  Don't want to even get
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  1    inside the blankets because that's how it looks.
  2    Sometimes it's filthy.  Who in their right mind would
  3    travel for five or six days?
  4              There are times you can barely get 300.  People
  5    think we make money.  We don't.  We are a tribal
  6    government with very little.  I know someone had made a
  7    comment many times in our meetings that it's just like
  8    pennies.  But you know what?  The reward is so big when
  9    you land a whale, the reward is so great when you have
 10    that celebration, when you recognize that child that was
 11    born this year, when you see an Elder crying from their
 12    heart, quuyah.  The reward is so great.
 13              Many times we speak.  We testify over and over
 14    and over again.  But it's through your prayers that we are
 15    able to stand firm.  Our mentors and our God (Speaking in
 16    Inupiaq), the whaling captains, the umialiks back in the
 17    day.  But with honor, with respect.  And it is because of
 18    them we are standing here today.
 19              I get curious many times as I travel, why aren't
 20    they including the coastal villages such as Savoonga,
 21    Gambell, Kivalina?  Because it's those three villages,
 22    when they see me on the road or when they see me in the
 23    airport or wherever, they come and thank me.  They don't
 24    go to their villages to go get their -- to get their
 25    public comments, but they are -- they are being impacted.
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  1    We need to include them.  I don't have -- I don't know
  2    their -- their background.  I know the walrus is crucial
  3    to them, to Savoonga and Diomede for the covering of the
  4    boat.  That's all I know.  But at one time they used to
  5    come here with boats to celebrate with us.
  6              There is a lot of issues that were said tonight,
  7    a lot of critical ones, but I just want to commend --
  8    commend the BOEMRE -- sometimes we say bummer.  But thanks
  9    for taking this time and giving us the adequate time as
 10    you go around a circle.  I heard many, many, many
 11    heartfelt testimonies coming from your heart because I
 12    feel like this is one of the last meetings that's going to
 13    occur.  We have to exercise our rights as human beings.
 14              I don't want my great-grandkids to go to the
 15    library and say oh, my amua did this.  Did they really do
 16    this?  No.  I want them to have that opportunity to
 17    practice what we do today.
 18              I just thank you all for saying and coming and
 19    saying your piece.  I felt it tonight like never before.
 20    But I stress that you need to go to the other villages,
 21    the villages that I mentioned that are being impacted.  I
 22    know July is just around the corner, but it's critical
 23    that they be heard.  Nome needs to be one station, one
 24    area.  They have whaling communities in that area.
 25              Climate change is one thing that we are seeing
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  1    firsthand (Speaking in Inupiaq).  Our weather has changed,
  2    the ice condition, you name it.  But I don't want to echo
  3    what everybody has been saying.  There is a lot of good
  4    statements.  I came here tonight.  And we would like to
  5    see the reports.  We want it on the Internet.  We wanted
  6    to be able to have access to it because where is Point
  7    Hope.
  8              And I'm just grateful that there is a whaling
  9    captain's wife over here.  She said this land is my land.
 10    To see her grandkids here, when you have tutichiats, I
 11    visit her house and I see her grandkids.  Many grandkids.
 12    So I was thankful that the Lord blessed them with a whale,
 13    the hard work it takes to land a whale to prepare.
 14              I'm thankful for the Kinneeveauks.  I'm thankful
 15    for the Lanes, the Killigvuks, that we were able to
 16    celebrate the true meaning of being a (Speaking in
 17    Inupiaq), and to share with our brothers and sisters
 18    hagmaktus [Inupiaq ph].  I want to thank my uma Leo for
 19    coming home and sharing his knowledge with the songs that
 20    he has that we have yet to learn because they are so
 21    precious in our hearts.  They are so, so -- so much who we
 22    are.
 23              I said enough, but again, I want to thank
 24    everyone for coming.  Taikuu.
 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
00078
  1    much.  Sir, would you like another opportunity?
  2                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Shakes head.)
  3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am?
  4                    MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  Hi, I'm Margaret
  5    Oktollik, and I'm against offshore drilling, and it is --
  6    I haven't been home for many years, and it is good to go
  7    home to the whaling tradition, and it is a very -- it
  8    describes the whale spread around the whole village,
  9    and it's going to hurt when they do the drilling and
 10    it's -- I don't know why they choose this place right now
 11    because I grew up here in Point Hope.  And I -- we live
 12    off the shore and the land.  And I don't know why it's
 13    coming right now.
 14              My kids are learning the tradition, too, and
 15    it's -- the tradition is the main culture around here in
 16    Point Hope.  This is the oldest village in Point Hope --
 17    in Alaska.  We -- it's -- it's -- it's -- this place is
 18    critical right now.  I mean, I don't know.  It's fine to
 19    be home and it's good to see everybody sharing, everybody
 20    getting along.  And the community is still the same, and I
 21    hope it stays this way.  And I want my kids to see how
 22    much it is to love one another and share with one another
 23    and care for each and every one.  My kids really love
 24    being home.  I'm against everything.  I'm done.
 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am, would
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  1    you like another comment, please?
  2                    MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  My husband is a
  3    whaling captain.  You know, I was thinking while you guys
  4    were all talking about money and having food in the
  5    freezer.  Every time we have money, we spend it and the
  6    next day you have no more money.  But you still have the
  7    food of -- the Native food that we share through the
  8    villages everywhere.  All over the Alaska peoples trying
  9    the mikigaq and everything.  If I was a millionaire, I
 10    would have every one of these poor little people go to
 11    every meeting you guys have.
 12              But, you know, the only thing I'm proud to be,
 13    to tell you guys the truth, that I love to be Native
 14    American to share our traditional ways.  And I will fight
 15    for what we are doing right now.  And when we teach our
 16    kids how to say no when the bad things are -- when we have
 17    bad things, we say no.
 18              And this -- these things we are trying to say
 19    no, which you guys can't hear.  And we are trying to tell
 20    you guys over and over, no means no.  Like we always teach
 21    our kids, no, you can't do this.  But what's the use?  You
 22    guys have to open your ears and open your hearts because
 23    you know -- but every time we have money we spend it, but
 24    we still have the Native foods with us for the rest of our
 25    lives.  We can't change.
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  1              And the ocean -- you guys eat, too.  Like the
  2    fish, like the shrimp, crabs.  You guys eat those things,
  3    too.  It hurts you peoples, too.  Not only us, because you
  4    guys love to eat those things, too.  And I -- you know,
  5    common sense that you have to use, too.
  6              But I respect each and every one of you guys and
  7    the ones that are fighting for us, like Caroline and
  8    Oktollik, to fight for us.  And we are making them strong
  9    to respect them.  We pay for them to help us.  But they
 10    are -- they are doing their best, but we pray for them to
 11    be strong for us because we can't do it.  And I respect
 12    them, for them peoples to doing that for us.  And you
 13    know, we said no.
 14              And thank you.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 16    Would you like to make a comment?  You okay?  Okay.  Thank
 17    you.  Would you like to make a comment?  Okay.
 18              Well, it's getting late but, then, again, I want
 19    to make sure everybody feels their voice was heard.  This
 20    is important.  So is there anybody else that would like to
 21    raise their hand and say something?  I mean, I don't want
 22    to exclude anyone.
 23                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  We heard a lot that
 24    was said earlier.  There were a lot of points that were
 25    made, and really valid points.  We need jobs.  We need
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  1    this oil.  We don't like being poor.  We expect to be
  2    respected.  Treat us like everyone else.  This is not
  3    Ecuador.  Those people had their oil stolen right from
  4    under them.  They had to go to the UN.  So did we.  And
  5    the UN combined Ecuador and us together in regards to
  6    discrimination against indigenous peoples.  Five
  7    transnational corporations through their resolution that
  8    they passed in 1989 and did their investigation, and we
  9    responded.
 10              Our issue was Prudhoe Bay at that time.  We
 11    didn't get a chance to talk about offshore, but we did
 12    indicate what our impacts were with that Prudhoe Bay.  The
 13    impacts on those animals that live up there, the birds
 14    that live up there, the migratory life.  And we were very
 15    thorough about the impacts that had taken place back then.
 16    There were 200 holes in that Trans-Alaska Pipeline back
 17    then.  And the person who blew the whistle was persecuted.
 18    And this was testified before.
 19              But getting back to jobs, oil, opportunities,
 20    business, and they talk about that place up there.  I have
 21    been working for a village corporation since 1983.  I had
 22    to be involved with title recovery in regards to those
 23    people that had filed for Native allotments as their own
 24    from the federal government.  They almost did not get any
 25    of their allotments on the coast because the federal
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  1    government said it is valuable for oil and gas.  And that
  2    is reserved to the United States.  And if you have got
  3    evidence otherwise, please provide it to us.  Naturally,
  4    we did, but they made that statement.  So there is oil
  5    here on shore.
  6              In 1980, the Alaska Lands Interest Conservation
  7    Lands Act [sic], ANILCA they call it, mandated an
  8    inventory of every square inch of Alaska.  What minerals
  9    are there?  What oil is there?  Did they let us know?  No,
 10    they didn't let us know where everything is.  They want
 11    to -- they wanted us not to know because of this
 12    competitive arrangement, competition, intellectual
 13    property.  But we have oil here.  We need to know in order
 14    to make a clear decision.
 15              Is it really the end of the world when there is
 16    more than 50 years of oil in the Lower 48 for the whole
 17    country?  Tar sands and shale oil.  What about Prudhoe
 18    Bay, the Shuvlik formation, the shale there, which will
 19    last and keep that pipeline alive through 2074 at 660,000
 20    barrels a day then.
 21              And we got this impression that was hitting us
 22    hard in the year 2000 during the Bush Administration's
 23    last phases.  This is a crisis.  We got no oil.  What are
 24    we going to do?  And a couple of Senators and Congressmen
 25    stand up and say, hey, wait a minute.  There is 62,000,000
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  1    acres that are leased now.  And you are not even touching
  2    it?  And you want to go offshore over there?  You want to
  3    go offshore in California?  We said no to that.  But you
  4    still want to do it, and yet you have 62,000,000 acres
  5    sitting right there leased, and it's not being developed.
  6              What's wrong with this picture?  Is there a
  7    national security issue?  Is there a problem?  There is
  8    all this controversial propaganda, whatever, that's being
  9    pressed upon us without true facts as to exactly what is
 10    there.  Naturally we brought it up to the oil companies
 11    when they come in our doors and we close the door and they
 12    sit around and talk and have tea with us, business.  And
 13    we say, hey, wait a minute, there is oil right there.  How
 14    come you don't want that?  There is nothing there.  It's
 15    over there, but not here.  Which is a finite lie.  And why
 16    did they lie?  Because that oil over there is free.  There
 17    is no tax.
 18              As a matter of fact, there was incentives until
 19    Obama said, hey, wait a minute, there is something wrong
 20    with this picture.  We are paying you guys to take this
 21    oil, you know.  How are we going to deal with our deficit?
 22              So we have all this oil on shore, and these oil
 23    companies running around with their temptation, that
 24    apple.  And they are even picking on our leadership, our
 25    business and saying that's the only way to go when we
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  1    haven't really got a clear picture what we really are --
  2    what we really have here.
  3              This area is the largest oil patch in the world.
  4    We are sitting on a bowl.  The edge of the bowl is Point
  5    Hope, Wainwright, Point Lay.  And it's being sucked from
  6    the middle, not from the edge.  And we are left with
  7    nothing, because it's being stolen from over here from
  8    next door way far away.  They really should deal with what
  9    there is now and what you can deal with now and quit
 10    messing around with stuff that we can't deal with.  There
 11    is no technology to clean up oil in broken ice.
 12              Did you see those pictures from the Norway
 13    study, from the Canadian MacKenzie study?  Those ice were
 14    far apart from each other, lots of water, no wind.  Great
 15    job.  We can do it.  I looked at satellite photos all year
 16    looking at the ice formations.  We had a tough year.  All
 17    the way from Barrow to here, that ice really moved around.
 18    There would have been no way to clean up.  We just finally
 19    lost some of this ice just recently.  It's been stuck for
 20    a while.
 21              Our businesses have opportunities, but they are
 22    being abused by oil companies for gold instead of silver,
 23    as a figure of speech.  The technology is not for the
 24    offshore yet, but the technology sure is for onshore.  If
 25    the federal government has told me this is valuable for
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  1    oil and gas, then let's deal with it here before we even
  2    go offshore.  Work on that technology because the
  3    technology has not changed through Arctic research,
  4    through the National Science Foundation, over the years
  5    has not changed at all.  They have to be forced into it or
  6    something to come out with a way to deal with this.
  7              I don't know if you remember the Santa Barbara
  8    accident in the '60s, but the depth of that accident is
  9    the very same depth as that -- those areas over there, 150
 10    feet deep.  And when that thing leaked, it tore the
 11    ground, and you can't plug a torn ground.  And how fast
 12    did that oil spread in 150 feet of water versus a mile?
 13    It went fast.  Did they actually clean it up?  Did they
 14    plug it?  That's what we are faced with here.
 15              This is shallow water, and there is talk about
 16    weakening and streamlining regulations on shallow water.
 17    That was on the news today.  That's what they want to do.
 18    But it's shallow water.  It's like an hourglass.  And I
 19    don't see how that was missed.  But at the same time,
 20    there is oil on shore outside of the petroleum reserve.
 21    Our businesses should have control over that.  That was
 22    why they were formed with that relationship with the
 23    federal government under this forceful Alaska Native
 24    Claims Settlement Act, with that partnership arrangement
 25    for the economic opportunity for that corporation and ours
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  1    to do it in our impacted areas per testimony back then
  2    with that expectation.  But these oil companies got in the
  3    way and attempt offshore.
  4              And it really gives you a picture with regards
  5    to what Alaska has said, what the governor has said.  And
  6    what is his background?  A lobbyist for oil companies.
  7    Even though we get nothing out of it, he say we are going
  8    to get jobs.  It's a good thing.  When that pipeline runs
  9    through, it runs through the National Petroleum Reserve.
 10              Is it taxable by the North Slope Borough?  No.
 11    It's federal property.  Is it taxable by the tribe?  Yes.
 12    But has the tribe practiced it?  No.  Has there been
 13    technical assistance to make it happen?  No.  Has it been
 14    through court rulings that ruled in favor of that tribal
 15    government?  Yes.  Has there been technical assistance
 16    provided?  No.  To make it happen as the
 17    government-to-government in regards to delegation of
 18    authority as a government-to-government.
 19              We are equal, almost like clones, whether we
 20    like it or not.  And we share that responsibility.  But
 21    there is so much oil that's on shore.  BP just purchased
 22    property next to the pipeline, 30-some-odd thousand acres.
 23    And that oil there is, what, 17,000,000,000 barrels, which
 24    will last us until 2074.  At 660 [sic] barrels in 2074.
 25              And so we keep hearing from personnel from the
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  1    federal government that we have a national security
  2    problem.  This is an urgent issue.  We need this oil.  But
  3    at the same time, we are hearing these other things, which
  4    nobody really knows about.  I mean, I have to beg to
  5    Google to get that information and see and talk to other
  6    people to see what's going on while we still haven't seen
  7    what ANILCA has provided on that mandate of inventory of
  8    the land.
  9              So there isn't -- we have no oil.  It's just
 10    that there was interest that was shown.  When you look at
 11    those technical reports that were done in the '70s, you
 12    notice that there is an interesting trend in regards to
 13    location.  Nome, Kotzebue, Cook Inlet, Aleutians.  And who
 14    did them?  KPMG, an accounting company.  Are they
 15    trustworthy?  What did they focus on?  Were their
 16    biological studies accurate?  And how much did they focus
 17    on that?
 18              There are over 50 technical reports that were
 19    provided by your website that I tried to look through.
 20    There were three for the Navarin Basin, maybe one or two
 21    for the Nome area, one or two for Kotzebue, about
 22    20-some-odd for the Beaufort, maybe six for the Hope
 23    Basin, Point Hope area.  The Point Hope area was focusing
 24    on Kotzebue information because we refused to cooperate.
 25    So there is technical missing information.  Whether -- you
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  1    know, I mean, that information needs to be looked at and
  2    taken seriously.
  3              In regards to technical knowledge or
  4    intellectual knowledge or intellectual property, Brown &
  5    Associates, who is your contractor, had only gone to Point
  6    Lay for the Hope basin sale 193.  They did not get
  7    information from Wainwright or Point Hope for the Hope
  8    basin sale 193.  Point Lay was the only source for EPA.  I
  9    don't know if Brown & Associates worked for anyone else,
 10    but they did admit to EPA -- admit that that was what they
 11    got when they started talking about their permits, water,
 12    air.
 13              We have the right for taxation.  The situation
 14    that we are faced with doesn't make any sense.  The State
 15    is literally trying to give away its oil because of this
 16    offshore situation.  And the governor is getting whipped
 17    for trying to do it.  Say, hey, wait a minute, man, you
 18    are giving it away.  We are paying 80 cents on the dollar
 19    for you to drill oil.  We are reimbursing you 80 cents on
 20    the dollar here in Alaska on shore.  And we are willing to
 21    give you even more.  And that's when the governor got
 22    slapped around.
 23              But I truly believe that there is oil here on
 24    shore.  I don't know why they are not going after that.
 25    It's safer.  For all we know, it's more than what ANWR
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  1    has.  And this is outside of the petroleum reserve.  We
  2    are not even talking about Kotzebue, Fairbanks.
  3              Their situation is -- is an interesting one; so
  4    is ours.  We have to give 70 percent away.  Are we going
  5    to deal with that?  Have you ever decided to give away 70
  6    percent of your paycheck to someone else?  That's what we
  7    are faced with.  Onshore.
  8              And if the government is willing to reimburse us
  9    for that, then maybe you got something going.  But still
 10    our government -- our businesses should have an
 11    opportunity to develop what is theirs onshore and not be
 12    told by these oil companies that's the way to go.  You
 13    don't have any oil.  Well, that might not even be true.
 14    We need to know what the real facts are because I don't
 15    know what they are.  I'm trying to understand.
 16                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Excuse me.  Can we
 17    have some water or something?  We are getting dry.
 18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I think we are going to
 19    have to take a short break.  Let's take a short break
 20    here.  And I know our recorder needs to take a break, too.
 21    So let's take a ten-minute break.  And if people want to
 22    make additional comments, we can come back.
 23               (A break was taken.)
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I know it's late,
 25    and people have been here a long time.  And we probably --
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  1    I know we should have had the break sooner.  I didn't
  2    realize that the coffee maker is locked up.  And I asked
  3    where is the coffee, and the coffee maker is locked up.
  4    Next time we will know they have the room unlocked with
  5    the coffee maker to make the --
  6                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Just tell the oil
  7    companies to send us pop and water.
  8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The oil company?
  9                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Yes.
 10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They can do that.  I
 11    can't.  But then I will be breaking the law if I drank
 12    their coffee.  Okay.  We went around the room once.  We
 13    had the names.  We asked for anybody who wanted to speak.
 14    I want to make sure no one leaves here feeling they didn't
 15    have a chance to express the way they feel.  So right now
 16    if anybody else would like to speak, I want to make sure
 17    no one feels they didn't -- they didn't get it on the
 18    table here.  This is important.  Going once.
 19                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'm just curious how
 20    much weight bearing are these hearings for the Secretary
 21    of Interior when he makes his decisions?  Is he going to
 22    be reading all of these comments?  Is he going to be aware
 23    of how we feel?  Is he going to get this totally in
 24    writing in front of him in black and white?
 25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  My understanding is --
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  1    they are the experts.  We take everything verbatim.  There
  2    is also summaries prepared.  They are available to the
  3    Secretary and the staff.  Whatever format they want it in,
  4    the Secretary and staff, we provide it.  We make sure the
  5    verbatim transcripts are available, summaries are
  6    available, everything.  And once you pass it up the chain,
  7    we only have so much influence.  But one thing we have to
  8    focus on is to make sure no matter what is said, whatever
  9    is recorded is available and put on the table.  I mean, we
 10    can promise you that.  That's our job.  There was
 11    another --
 12                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Does the Secretary
 13    ever make a comment?  I mean does he ever -- about the
 14    concern at that they made, does he ever talk about -- does
 15    he ever talk?  I mean --
 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, he has talked among
 17    his staff.  Sometime he will --
 18                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  But we never hear
 19    from him.
 20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They send us.  And I
 21    will take the message back that you want to hear from him.
 22                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  I want to know what
 23    he have to say after he listen to all the comments.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Leo, do you want to say
 25    something?
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  1                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Aggie
  2    Frankson-Henry, for the record.  My question is on seismic
  3    testing.  When did they start seismic testing in the
  4    Chukchi Sea and Bering Sea?  Who gave them the permits to
  5    do seismic testing?  What effects does it have on -- on
  6    people, on the Inupiat people?  And what effects does it
  7    have on the marine mammals?  What marine mammals die from
  8    seismic testing?  Those are my questions because we rely
  9    on those resources, and the marine mammals rely on those
 10    resources such as plankton and all the other bottomless
 11    sea creatures.  I see pictures of seismic testing and what
 12    it does in the bottomless ocean floor.
 13              And why can't people look back when they are
 14    doing seismic testing?  Is it -- is it caused by
 15    radiation?  What is the scientific knowledge of scientific
 16    testing and the effects it has and the impact it has
 17    within the coastal communities of the Arctic Slope?
 18              We need to know about seismic testing.  We need
 19    to know these, and we need these answers back in black and
 20    white.  Like from -- like -- like we need to hear also
 21    from the input of the environmental impact statements, the
 22    final decisionmaker, his comments on our comments.  We
 23    haven't -- you know, it's -- it's really important.  It's
 24    really important to know because we know how many
 25    decibels -- how many decibels does it -- does it impact
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  1    the marine mammals?  How many decibels does it take to
  2    impact the creatures in the bottom of the sea?  Does it do
  3    something to the bowhead whale's stomach, seismic testing?
  4    Does it pop the drum, eardrums of the seals?
  5              It's like standing -- to me it would be standing
  6    in this building with a lot of speakers in a concert,
  7    maybe even more.  I don't know how many -- I mean, put
  8    that by a whale.  Let us have a picture of all those
  9    speakers that, you know, that affects the marine mammals.
 10    We need to know these things.  Who gives them the right to
 11    do seismic testing?  How come they never come to our
 12    community so that we can oppose seismic testing along the
 13    coastal communities?  These are important.  And we know
 14    that offshore development, if it doesn't come, you know --
 15              Our mayor -- I support the mayor of the North
 16    Slope Borough.  He's getting really worried now within his
 17    statements in the -- in the newspapers today in -- in ADN
 18    or Arctic Sounder, you know, with -- what do they call
 19    that?  It's within the communities along the -- the Arctic
 20    and the other communities within that one, that the State
 21    of Alaska did not pass or it didn't go into -- the coastal
 22    management zone.  Yes.  No, that's --
 23              Can BOEMRE try to help us and ask the governor
 24    or go to the State of Alaska to encourage them that we
 25    need to be heard, the coastal communities within the
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  1    coastal management zone?  Is it possible?  We know we get
  2    our education when we go to elementary school, high
  3    school, and further on our education.  And they are all
  4    federally and State funded, along with our housing.  And
  5    now we are seeing all this devastation in the Lower 48
  6    because of tornadoes or hurricanes or flooding now.  And
  7    we really do hurt for the people down there.  We really
  8    care.  And I think that the federal government should care
  9    like they should care for us, too, that are going to be
 10    highly impacted if there is an oil spill.
 11              Thank you.
 12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  On
 13    this side of the room, any other comments before I go back
 14    to that side of the room?
 15                    MS. LILLIAN AANAURAQ LANE:  Lillian
 16    Aanauraq Lane.  I think the bottom line of all of this is
 17    that if anything is going to harm our animals out in the
 18    ocean, and once that is harmed, it will affect -- it will
 19    have an effect on -- a ripple effect on everything that
 20    depends on them.  And we don't want that to happen.
 21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I walk way
 22    back there.  Anybody else over here or back here?  As I
 23    walk back to this side of the room, it looks like we are
 24    getting ready to wrap this up.  Everybody is tired.
 25                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'd like to invite
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  1    every one of you over to my home even before you fly out
  2    tonight, if you are flying tonight.  Look in my freezers.
  3    You are going to see all what's in my freezers.  That's
  4    all going to be Eskimo food.  You will see my big family
  5    and, without that, we wouldn't -- we would be in so much
  6    poverty, we would be starving to death.
  7              I mean, I want you to go back and tell the
  8    Secretary of Interior that we -- we depend on these --
  9    these animals, these mammals, all of our sea mammals to
 10    eat every single day of our lives.  It's -- my kids are
 11    raised on it.  I mean, my husband hunts them.  Our family
 12    hunts them.  You know, I invite every one of you to go
 13    look in my freezer.  Everybody else in this community, I'm
 14    sure they would give you that same offer.  Their freezers
 15    are full of Eskimo food, nothing else.
 16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
 17    Jack, did I see your hand?
 18                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Jack Schaefer again.
 19    Seismic, now that it was touched on.  There is an
 20    exemption for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
 21    National Marine Fisheries Service on addressing impacts
 22    and having public hearings and doing something about their
 23    authorizations for incidental take and the impacts on
 24    animals for seismic activities.  Native Village of Point
 25    Hope went to court three years in a row and lost three
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  1    years in a row because when the judge made a decision, the
  2    season was over and it was moot.
  3              But seismic testing has started in the '70s.
  4    And then it continued on for a nine-year program from 1980
  5    to 1989.  And they did 2-D seismic from the Canadian
  6    border all the way to Point Hope, every square inch.  At
  7    that very same time we were dealing with the United
  8    Nations on the impacts of animals also doing one on Red
  9    Dog Mine.  There was something like seven out of ten seals
 10    that were sinking in the winter.  They were skinny.  They
 11    don't sink, but they were malnourished.  And we reported
 12    that to the UN and then we were distracted by this Project
 13    Chariot issue cleanup.  So we were never able to follow
 14    through on that issue.
 15              Now, it took a while for them to recover.  And
 16    now we have gone through another three years of the
 17    seismic stuff.  And there is still more to go.
 18              Someone had asked in one of the earlier hearings
 19    a couple years ago to define seismic.  And that person
 20    went home and looked in the dictionary and found out that
 21    the definition of seismic is earth shattering.  So it's --
 22    you know, it's hard to deal with this as if we are talking
 23    to numb people that can't hear or are numb to this and
 24    don't respond.
 25              One employee out of NMFS did admit that he was
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  1    retiring and he said that straight out before we started
  2    our hearing -- I mean, during the hearing.  And so there
  3    were three hearings on seismic, but we never got anything
  4    done with it, but we did have impacts.  We have impacts
  5    now.  Nobody is willing to carry a camera around.  I heard
  6    that walruses and seals had blown eardrums.  The walruses
  7    were distracted from Kaktovik straight to Russia when
  8    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission gave the go-ahead for
  9    seismic activities over there.
 10              We didn't get to fill up our freezers that year.
 11    That was three years ago.  We reported to the National
 12    Marine Fisheries Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, and
 13    their response was that it was normal.  They assigned it
 14    to a veteran who had worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
 15    Service for decades, John Trent, who was soon to retire or
 16    die on the job.  So he was able to say that with a
 17    numbness.
 18              It's -- it's hard to deal with this stuff and
 19    try to explain, but at the same time, having these type of
 20    things being brought back to us as, you are not a
 21    scientist; you don't have any photographs; we don't
 22    remember these tests that were taking place in the past;
 23    we don't know how much of a time frame we gave for
 24    recovery.  Was there very much tomcod this year?  Last
 25    year?  From seismic part of the food chain was lost.
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  1              Again, there will be some nourishment problems
  2    with part of the food chain because of seismic, which is
  3    another reason why there should be time to wait until
  4    these species recover from this earth-shattering
  5    experience that they went through with this 2-D, 3-D that
  6    were done by China and the United States.
  7              One of the interesting statements that were made
  8    or in response was we were completely unaware of this, but
  9    in 2006 there is this group that is called the Indigenous
 10    Peoples Council for Marine Mammals.  Had two federal
 11    agencies administering the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
 12    Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries
 13    Service entered into an umbrella agreement on how to
 14    negotiate these section 119 cooperative agreements.  We
 15    were completely unaware that this was going on.  I didn't
 16    know about it.
 17              When the tribe said no, they went to these
 18    nonprofit organizations.  Beluga whale, polar bear, fur
 19    seal.  Whaling Commission got this agreement, we will
 20    protect these animals.  But they called it conflict
 21    avoidance agreement, good neighbor policy, whatever.
 22    Whether there was complete attention focused on that is
 23    unclear because whenever my uncle went to talk to Diomede,
 24    to Gambell, when they talked about their seal, their
 25    walrus, they said, hey, wait a minute, there is something,
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  1    you know -- and whale.  They indicated, well, I don't
  2    agree with this agreement.
  3              Nevertheless, there is this agreement in 2006,
  4    which I personally feel is something that's not legal.
  5    That delegation of authority was done for the purposes of
  6    providing funding and providing a better way of managing
  7    animals and having a cooperative agreement with the State
  8    to manage these animals.
  9              But what did they do instead?  They go ahead and
 10    do the same thing on the side to allow industry to create
 11    these impacts which we can't deal with in a legal
 12    position.  And so part of this food chain is broken and we
 13    are way behind on this intellectual property.  The
 14    information in regards to the Chukchi Sea as to what
 15    impacts have taken place now as from those seismic tests
 16    and allowing it to recover is something that needs to be
 17    done so that we can continue to survive.
 18              You know, everyone said that -- that we get our
 19    food from the ocean.  Go buy a steak at the store.  It's
 20    $24 a pound.  And meat is something that you like, unless
 21    you are a vegetarian.  And if you are a vegetarian, you
 22    got black eyes like an Indian.  And I got to have meat.  I
 23    have to have meat.  I just have to do it.  Otherwise I'm a
 24    98-pound weakling.  And we have no other way.  We don't
 25    have any other way.
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  1              Money don't grow on trees and it doesn't rain
  2    animals.  We have to go out and get them.  They come to
  3    us, and that's how we live.  And we have no other way.
  4    Aside from that, you know, it's a -- you know, it's an act
  5    of -- it's an imminent threat.  Native Village of Gambell
  6    used that term.  The United States responded by saying the
  7    imminent threat doesn't click until we turn that first
  8    stone on the ocean floor.  And what did Bush say?  We got
  9    an imminent threat from this Al Quaida, or whatever we
 10    call these people.  And he went in there and did his
 11    damage because he said there was this imminent threat.
 12              It's funny how that imminent threat definition
 13    had changed and evolved from the 1980s to now to the time
 14    that, you know, Bush had done his thing.
 15              But we are faced with that.  That threat is
 16    emotional, mental until it hits our nutritional needs, and
 17    it already had with the walrus and the tomcod, which the
 18    seal survive on.  How long will it take for us to see that
 19    decline in the population?
 20              And we haven't even talked about some other
 21    outside interests that cause influence on us.  When I was
 22    young, my grandmother used to skin and take the face off
 23    of seals, and she sold each face for $2.50.  There was a
 24    bounty on seals.  This was -- I remember it in 1967, 1968,
 25    when I tried to use one of them as a Frisbee, she got on
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  1    my case, my grandma.
  2                    MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  Not the face, the
  3    head.
  4                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  With the eyes, too?
  5                    MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  No, just the head,
  6    the seal head.
  7                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  So I decided to ask,
  8    what was that about?  Was it an environmental issue?  Was
  9    it a health issue?  Was it from nuclear testing that took
 10    place in 1955 in the Arctic Ocean by the U.S. government?
 11    What was it?  The only person I knew to ask was John Trent
 12    because he's been with us for decades.  So he decided to
 13    look into it, and he came to an answer.  And he said it
 14    was the commercial fisheries had indicated that the seal
 15    had caused problems with their nets and therefore has
 16    caused a bounty at $2.50 per.  And my grandma, she was
 17    able to get her chewing tobacco with that.
 18              But there was an act that had taken place that
 19    we had no control over but were very fortunate to live
 20    through.  But it didn't get carried away.  And I don't
 21    know how it stopped, but I just asked on a memory that I
 22    had.  I thought it was an environmental one.  It turned
 23    out to be a commercial outside interest influence,
 24    commercial fisheries.
 25              Management of renewable resources is so
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  1    important, and it's a responsibility for the federal
  2    government in regarding and maintaining the optimum
  3    sustained yield of all species and to step in when that
  4    delegation of authority has been betrayed or failed by a
  5    state.
  6              We had seen recently that for the second year in
  7    a row since we started to look at this that Yukon River
  8    people cannot get salmon for subsistence purposes, and
  9    that's because of commercial fisheries bycatch.  And we
 10    did explain this and indicate that that was a problem,
 11    both to Salazar when he came to Barrow that there is this
 12    full faith and credit issue that needs to be addressed in
 13    regards to what happens to other people has to be
 14    respected by us also in regards to whatever judicial
 15    rulings had taken place.  We treat everybody the same.
 16    This is the United States.
 17              So this -- really need to look at this whole
 18    picture and take another look and take another approach
 19    and avoid this dictation or forceful arrangement that is
 20    done by these oil companies to look at other areas which
 21    are in their interest and not in ours because they get
 22    this for free.  There is nothing that's in our interest at
 23    all.  We don't get a single dime out of it.  There is
 24    probably one or two people from this community that will
 25    work there that has any training at all, and no one else.
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  1              There is so much influx from the Lower 48, both
  2    onshore and offshore in oil and gas development.  There is
  3    a lot of oil out there that can be developed elsewhere we
  4    shouldn't even be talking about it.  The discussion should
  5    have died when we said and when you agreed and when others
  6    agreed that you can't clean up oil in ice.  End of
  7    conversation.  But it's still going on today, you know.
  8              And there should be an investigation on the
  9    State, on this whole process is to, you know, doing an
 10    inventory.  And it shouldn't be focusing on the State.  We
 11    asked the previous hearing who is responsible for this.
 12    There were other states.  Rhode Island said no to
 13    offshore, and the federal government honored that.  But
 14    did that happen to Alaska?  No.  The governor said, come
 15    on down.  We welcome you.  And that's -- that's the
 16    situation we are in.  The governor gave his blessings.
 17              The State is involved.  They have this
 18    arrangement with the federal government.  What happened to
 19    the tribes that are on the equal level of the federal
 20    government and higher than the State of Alaska?  And why
 21    aren't we active on this coastal zone management program
 22    in regards to local control, local decisionmaking that
 23    Governor Murkowski, Frank Murkowski, killed when he
 24    amended that coastal zone management program while he was
 25    the governor of Alaska.
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  1              And there is publications or statements staying
  2    that we are going to lose this coastal zone management
  3    program.  It's going to die on the 30th, and local people
  4    won't have any input.  They didn't have any input.  It was
  5    killed by Frank Murkowski.  And the tribes had that right.
  6              And Santa Barbara brought that forth in a
  7    lawsuit, coastal zone management program.  We had an issue
  8    here.  We had a spill.  We want control over that, not the
  9    State of California.  And they won.  And that's a
 10    community, Santa Barbara.  And we are a tribe.  Tribes
 11    have that authority.  There is only 1.5 million dollars
 12    that was appropriated for the State of Alaska under this
 13    coastal zone program.  We should have the same amount at
 14    least, but that's not even close to covering what we have
 15    to do in order to assess what we are dealing with.
 16              Thanks.
 17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Jack.  Okay.
 18    I see we got a study group here, which is good.  I'm glad
 19    to see that.  I've got someone taking pictures here.  Is
 20    there anyone else that we have missed?  Going once, going
 21    twice.  Caroline, would you like to make a final comment
 22    before we close the meeting?
 23                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I can.
 24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  The floor
 25    is yours.
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  1                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  Very, very
  2    productive meeting.  I think everybody was heard.
  3    Everybody had the opportunity.  Normally when we hold
  4    these meetings, a plane is either waiting for them or
  5    what.  And I just feel this is all the good.  We have
  6    finally been heard, and many trips to D.C.  We met with
  7    Echohawk.  We have had invitations to Salazar to come to
  8    our community.  We have given invitations to Michael
  9    Bromwich and many high official people in D.C. to get a
 10    firsthand look like we are talking about to educate them
 11    and then let them see what is so valuable to us, why it's
 12    so important that they hear us out.
 13              It's one thing when people do come into their
 14    community and hold a meeting, but when they stay
 15    overnight, it means much.  At least you can see what we
 16    are talking about, get a feel of what we are talking
 17    about.  So I'd really express my thanks, and I'm hoping
 18    that many meetings will come forth.
 19              And one thing that we always try to say and
 20    stress is please respect our calendar year.  Respect.  We
 21    will show respect.  You will receive respect.  But we just
 22    ask that you work -- it works vice versa.
 23              And those invitations are from our heart.
 24    Please go see and look and feel what we are talking about.
 25    You know, we have -- we just had a three-day feast.
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  1    Everywhere you look, regardless how tired they were, they
  2    had a smile.  And it's just to refresh.  Now they are
  3    doing the oogruk hunting.  They are going to get the skins
  4    ready.  It's an all-year-long process.  We will celebrate
  5    Thanksgiving, the first rush ice, Christmas.  And it just
  6    evolves all year.  And yet there is times that we never
  7    landed a whale.  And that circle is incomplete when that
  8    occurs.
  9              Yes, it's a blessing when Barrow sends, you
 10    know, how many boxes of muktuk and kuak.  Or when you go
 11    up there and they bless you, you got to pay $2 a pound of
 12    excess weight just to help an elder because that's their
 13    meat.  It's our vitamin.  It's our minerals.  And if
 14    anything happened to the ocean, that's why we speak.
 15    That's why we come to these meetings because it's there
 16    near to our heart.  And we are speaking on the little
 17    ones, on their behalf.
 18              But I feel that there has been some improvements
 19    in this area, that the communication will get better, but
 20    we can't do without the other.  You need to hear us out.
 21              And I felt this evening that everybody expressed
 22    their thoughts, and I appreciate your time.  And you take
 23    that offer that Peggy gave.  Go to her home.  Go look at
 24    her freezer.  See what we are talking about.  Go to the
 25    store before you leave.  Go to that freezer section and
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  1    see how much a pound of meat.
  2              And even just to look at that graveyard as you
  3    take off at the airport, there is whale bones.  And our
  4    ancestors did this before our time.  It is surrounded with
  5    whale bones.  Our loved ones that are put away are
  6    surrounded by whale bones.  So everything -- that's why
  7    it's so -- that's why it's critical that we speak on
  8    behalf of the marine mammals.  We throw one jaw back to
  9    the ocean because it belongs there.  These were set before
 10    us.  Our ancestors placed these in place for us to
 11    practice.  And it's 2011, and we still continue
 12    practicing.  I'm sorry.  The head.  That's how tired I am.
 13    I wasn't feeling well, but besides the point.
 14              We still carry through these traditions.  We go
 15    out there.  The men are out there around the clock.  The
 16    ice condition has changed, but the dances, the practice,
 17    are still strong because we were given direct orders by
 18    our umailiks, the whaling captains.  Some things have
 19    changed a little but, you know, when you know it in your
 20    heart, it's in your blood, it will never go away.
 21              That's why I express at our meetings,
 22    traditional knowledge must be recognized.  It's so
 23    critical that they use and recognize traditional knowledge
 24    because I think we could go a long ways.  We have our
 25    experts just like the rest of science.  They have their
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  1    experts.
  2              And I happened to be in D.C. when there was a
  3    snowstorm.  They call it a snowstorm, one inch of snow.
  4    I'm like, oh, my goodness.  They are shutting down the
  5    city for that?  And we have storms that go for days.  They
  6    have no clue.  So it's critical that we talk about these
  7    things.  When we have those storms, there's no way an
  8    airplane or a chopper or a submarine or ship that's going
  9    to come within hours.  We know that.  Sometimes we have
 10    patients in that clinic 48 hours because of that.  We know
 11    firsthand what it's like to live in this harsh Arctic
 12    environment, as they say.
 13              Again, thank you.  Thank you and have a nice
 14    trip back.
 15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,
 16    Ms. Cannon.  And on behalf of the team for BOEMRE that
 17    came to visit, I want to thank the Native Village of Point
 18    Hope and the Elders for allowing us to come visit.  Thank
 19    you for participating.  Everything you said has been
 20    recorded.  This is very, very important.
 21              And we are going to do our best to bring this
 22    together, and when we pass the information up, we will do
 23    our best to make sure it's extremely accurate.  So thank
 24    you very much.  And have a good evening, which is just
 25    about over.  It's now nighttime, almost tomorrow morning.
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  1    So thank you very, very much.
  2               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:00 p.m.)
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 1                      P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Good evening.  Excuse me
 3    for being a little bit late.  We were over at the office
 4    speaking with the council, and we had an incredibly good
 5    discussion.  We would like that to continue.
 6              My name is Jim Kendall.  I am the new Regional
 7    Director for the Alaska office of the Bureau of Ocean
 8    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  And I'd
 9    like to introduce some folks that came with me who are
10    then going to describe why we're here tonight and why we
11    are interrupting your week.
12              First of all, taking notes is Mary Vavrik.  Yes.
13                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  First, we need
14    [inaudible] --
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I was going to do that
16    right after.  That's good.
17                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  That's mostly what they
18    usually do.
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Then let's do that
20    first.  Thank you for reminding me.  Would you mind giving
21    us the blessing, please.
22               (Blessing offered by Dorcus Rock.)
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for reminding
24    me.  Next time I'll remember that we do the blessing
25    before we introduce people.  So thank you very much.
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 1    That's the way it should be.
 2              Again, Mary Vavrik will be taking notes tonight
 3    so we have a recording of what everyone says.  So please
 4    state your name before you make your comments.  Also we
 5    have Mike Haller.  Mike Haller is our community liaison.
 6    He helps me understand how to work better with the
 7    communities, and that's what I'm here for tonight.  We
 8    also have John Callahan.  John, put up your hand.  John is
 9    from our Office of Public Affairs.  We have Steve
10    Scordino.
11                    MR. STEVE SCORDINO:  I'm right behind you.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  He's right behind me.
13    Steve is an expert on environmental compliance, and he is
14    here to take comments and understand what people are
15    concerned with in terms of environmental compliance.  And
16    we have got Scott Blackburn.  Scott is a technical editor
17    and also a technology person that helps work on the
18    document.
19              Now, sitting up front are two individuals that
20    know the document better than anybody else.  We have got
21    Sharon Warren, who is the project manager.  She is to make
22    sure that the document goes from beginning to end.  Okay.
23    And sitting next to her is Michael Routhier.  Now,
24    Routhier, Michael, is the EIS coordinator.  He gets all
25    the parts and pieces together and makes sure all the
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 1    comments are in the document.
 2              Now, because this can be confusing and because
 3    we come up here several times a year, sometimes on
 4    different topics, we are going to change the way we do
 5    business a little bit.  The key word is a word we were
 6    using just a few minutes ago in the office, and that's
 7    communication.  And so before we can have good
 8    communication, everybody needs to know exactly what we are
 9    talking about so we are starting from the same basis.  So
10    we are going to take a few minutes early this evening to
11    tell everybody exactly who we are, why we are here, what
12    we need your help on, and what we are going to do with it.
13    And because of that, instead of me going through that, I'm
14    going to give it to the real expert, Sharon Warren.  So
15    Sharon, will you take it away, please.
16                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Thank you.  And thank
17    you for coming this evening.  I'm going to be going
18    through these flip charts, and I won't read them to you
19    verbatim because I know that can be done, but many of you
20    may have been here and to our meeting last year, and when
21    we did a draft supplemental EIS for the Sale 193.
22              So why are we here today?  We revised that draft
23    supplemental EIS.  So we're here today to get your
24    comments.  And if you have not seen it, it is a -- this is
25    what it looks like in a hard copy document.  We also have
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 1    CD disks available if you are -- have it on disk, and we
 2    also have it on our website.  So there is three ways that
 3    you can get a copy of it.  If you don't have a copy of it
 4    and you want it, please let us know and we will make sure
 5    that you get a copy of it.
 6              What was Lease Sale 193?  It was the Chukchi Sea
 7    lease sale.  And prior to us doing the lease sale in
 8    February of 2008, we did an environmental impact
 9    statement.  And that is a document similar -- you know,
10    through the National Environmental Policy Act process, and
11    we did a document to assess the environmental impacts
12    concerning holding a lease sale in Chukchi Sea.
13              The sale was held in 2008.  And over here I have
14    a map of the area.  This was the area that was in the Sale
15    193 area.  It's outlined here.  And these were the leases
16    that were issued to six of the oil companies.  We offered
17    29.3 million acres.  So we offered this on a much larger
18    area for lease, and only 2.8 million acres was leased.
19    And these are these little blocks.  And after the meeting,
20    you are welcome to come up and take a look at the map
21    and/or we can answer questions from the --
22                    MR. JOHN CALLAHAN:  There are also maps on
23    the sides there.
24                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Okay.  So then what
25    happened?  So the lease sale was held in February of 2008,
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 1    three -- a little over three years ago.  Before the lease
 2    sale, there was litigation.  There was plaintiffs that
 3    sued to invalidate the lease sale.  And what the -- what
 4    they alleged was -- in the litigation was that we didn't
 5    do a good enough job on the EIS, on the environmental
 6    impact statement that was done prior to the sale.  We
 7    didn't do a good enough job on it.  So they sued us.  The
 8    sale went ahead because in litigation, you have to ask the
 9    Court to stop the sale, and the plaintiffs didn't ask the
10    Court to stop the sale.  So the sale happened, and the
11    leases were issued.
12              In July of 2010, the District Court in Alaska,
13    which is in Anchorage, Judge Beistline, he issued a ruling
14    that said, for the most part, the EIS was satisfactory,
15    but you missed three issues.  And so the judge said,
16    agency, you go back and you need to redo those three
17    issues in the document.
18              And the three issues that the Court wanted us to
19    address in the EIS, they said that we failed to analyze
20    the environmental impact statement of natural gas
21    development despite industry interest and specific lease
22    incentives for such development.  So when we offered for
23    lease these tracts of land, we included in the sale notice
24    an incentive for the companies to produce the gas.  And so
25    the Court says, but you didn't analyze the environmental
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 1    effects for allowing them to produce the gas.  So he said
 2    go back and take a look at that.
 3              Another thing that the Court said that we failed
 4    to do was to determine whether the information identified
 5    by the agency was relevant or essential under federal
 6    regulations.  The plaintiffs submitted in court about a --
 7    I think it was like a 45-page document of everywhere the
 8    agency analysts had said there was uncertainty, we don't
 9    know, things are unknown.  Well, when that is done, the
10    regulations -- there is a requirement that when that is
11    done, that the agency has to follow the regulations and
12    determine whether the cost of obtaining the missing
13    information was exorbitant or the means of doing so was
14    unknown.  So they said you didn't do that.  You made all
15    these statements in here that things were missing, but you
16    didn't follow the regulations when you did that.
17              So we went back.  And what we did in response to
18    the court order, we drafted a supplemental environmental
19    impact statement to address the three concerns that was
20    in -- and it was in draft form.  That's when we came out
21    here -- and we released it in October of last year, and we
22    came out here in the communities in November to have
23    government-to-government meetings, as well as public
24    hearings.  And we came here to Point Hope, as well, to
25    show you what we did of how to address the order.
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 1              And we also -- we came out here to get comments,
 2    not only from all the communities.  We got about 150,000
 3    comments on the draft supplemental EIS, and we took a look
 4    at those comments.  And I'll let Mike explain why the
 5    draft supplemental EIS that we did in October was not
 6    finalized, because once you do a draft, then you receive
 7    comments and then do your -- you do a final supplemental
 8    EIS.  That's the process.  And so Mike will explain why we
 9    didn't do a final based on the previous draft.
10                    MR. MICHAEL ROUTHIER:  Like Sharon said,
11    in the NEPA process you usually come out with a draft
12    document, you go and hold meetings, you get comments and
13    usually produce a final environmental impact statement
14    some short time later.  This process was a little bit
15    different.  We did the draft.  We came out for the
16    meetings.  We invited comments.  We received over 150,000
17    comments.  And something special about those comments was
18    a common theme amongst many of those 150,000 comments.
19    Many of the commenters said, this is great, you looked at
20    the specific issues that the judge told you to look at
21    but, hey, Deepwater Horizon just happened and there is
22    nothing in this document about a very large oil spill.
23    That's what we are really concerned about.  This document
24    wouldn't be sufficient without a very large oil spill
25    analysis.
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 1              So we as an agency considered those comments,
 2    thought about the issue and said, you know what?  They are
 3    right.  This document should have a very large oil spill
 4    analysis.
 5              So we talked to our geologists and said what
 6    would it look like if there was a low probability but a
 7    really high impact event in the Chukchi Sea?  Can you give
 8    us a scenario?  And so they did.  And we passed that
 9    scenario on to our environmentalists.  These are our
10    biologists.  These are our oceanographers, our air quality
11    experts.  They looked at the scenario that our geologists
12    gave them, and they wrote about the types of environmental
13    impacts that could occur if one of those catastrophic
14    events were to actually happen.
15              That's what makes this -- that's the main new
16    analysis in this revised draft EIS.  It's similar to the
17    document we came here to talk about in November, except
18    now it has this big analysis of a very large oil spill.
19              The very large oil spill scenario is slightly
20    different than a worst-case discharge.  That's the term
21    that gets used a lot at meetings and you might hear in the
22    future.  But they are two different terms, and so we just
23    thought we would offer some thoughts about the difference.
24              The very large oil spill scenario that we looked
25    at in this document answers the question of, assuming that
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 1    a big blowout and oil spill occurred, what's the biggest
 2    worst scenario that could possibly happen.  We need to
 3    make sure the decisionmaker, the people back in
 4    Washington, D.C., understand how serious things could be.
 5    So what's the biggest spill that could happen?  What's the
 6    worst spill that could happen?  And it's for the purpose
 7    of analysis.  This is for the purpose of informing the
 8    decisionmaker.
 9              So our geologists, like I said before, tried to
10    give us a scenario that was the biggest possible spill
11    that could occur anywhere in the Chukchi Sea planning
12    area.
13              That's different than the worst-case discharge.
14    A worst-case discharge is something that the regulations
15    require wherein there is an actual plan to explore, an
16    actual exploration plan, and it's a specific calculation
17    that entails consideration of the specific location of the
18    proposed well, the specific type of well, the type of
19    technology that that company would use to drill that well.
20    So it's a slightly different calculation.
21              And we just want to know that the worst-case
22    discharge would probably end up being less than the very
23    large oil spill scenario because, again, it answers a
24    slightly different question; whereas, a very large oil
25    spill scenario answers what's the biggest that could
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 1    possibly occur anywhere in the planning area using any
 2    techniques.
 3              An exploration plan with a worst-case discharge
 4    would answer a more specific question:  What's the biggest
 5    spill that could happen using this technology in this spot
 6    at that reservoir?  So it's a fine distinction, and we
 7    understand that, and we would be willing to talk about
 8    that some more if people have questions.  But we just
 9    wanted to point that out for you.
10                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So we're here tonight
11    to get your input on this document.  As I said, it's a
12    revised draft supplemental impact statement, environmental
13    impact statement.  It has -- it carries forward the
14    information from the previous one.  Some of the comments
15    that we received, we made some changes in the document
16    based on those comments, as well as had an analysis on the
17    very large oil spill.
18              It's a supplement.  We did a final environmental
19    impact statement prior to the sale that was done in 2007.
20    So you will see references in this document to that other
21    EIS because we did -- we did take that EIS and redo that
22    EIS.  We supplemented it.  So we added to it.  And so
23    there may be references that you see.
24                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Did you bring any EIS
25    statements?
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 1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes.  We have CDs, and
 2    we may have some hard copies with us.
 3                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Can you give them to
 4    some of us?
 5                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Yes, yes.  Some of you
 6    may have been on the mailing list that we sent out, but if
 7    you were not, we have them here available.
 8                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Do you have the hard
 9    copies?
10                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  We have some of them.
11    We will work on that.
12                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  We will get them out
13    before the end of the hearing.  We have hard copies with
14    us and we have disks of that document with us.
15                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  You are talking about
16    that document, so aren't people wanting to look at it
17    while you are talking about it?
18                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  You want to look --
19    here.  Okay.
20                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Is there somebody that
21    wants to look at it?
22                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  Here is one here if
23    somebody wants to --
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Comments are not due for
25    a few weeks yet, so there is time.
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 1                    MS. SHARON WARREN:  So that's what we are
 2    looking for is to get your comments.  The comment period
 3    closes July 11th, so you have time to get your comments
 4    in.  We also are using the website here.  You can go to
 5    our website to make your comments.  We have some handouts
 6    on how to do that, how to get to our website and how to
 7    make the comments on that website, so we will also have
 8    some of those handed out, as well.
 9              So again, July 11th we need your comments on the
10    document.  And we will take comments tonight, as well, you
11    know, for the record, and then you can still supply
12    comments.
13              And then what happens?  Once we receive the
14    comments and the comment period closes on the 11th of
15    July, we are going to take a look at all the substantive
16    comments that we receive, and we're going to take a look
17    at them compared to our document.  And we are going to be
18    preparing a final supplemental environmental impact
19    statement.
20              This is a court-driven deadline.  On May 19,
21    Judge Beistline gave us a deadline that the Secretary of
22    the Interior needed to make his decision concerning the
23    sale by October 3rd of this year.  So in order for him to
24    do that, we have to have the final supplemental EIS
25    completed by the first part of September because there is
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 1    a 30-day waiting period based on the regulations before he
 2    can make his decision.
 3              And the decision he's going to -- that he needs
 4    to make is whether or not to affirm the sale, whether or
 5    not to keep the sale as it was in 2008, to modify it in
 6    some way -- not make it larger, but make it smaller -- or
 7    he can decide to cancel the leases.  Those are decisions
 8    that he -- the Court told him that he needed to make by
 9    the 3rd of October.
10              So that is why we're here today to take your
11    comments as public testimony and then also by July 11th to
12    have comments on the document.
13                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Sharon.  Now,
14    this is where what I consider to be the fun starts.  And
15    it's also the most important.  Now, first of all, if we
16    need a translator, we have got Dorcus there sitting who
17    gave the blessing.  If we have translation issues, Dorcus
18    has agreed to help us out to make sure every comment is
19    considered.
20              Now, a couple of things here just they have
21    already said, but I'm going to remind you.  No decisions
22    have been made yet.  The Secretary of the Interior has to
23    make those decisions.  What we have to do is make sure
24    that we have a good document and all the concerns and
25    issues of the communities put together and taken to the
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 1    Secretary so he can make the best decision.  That's why we
 2    need your help.
 3              And we were talking in the office just a little
 4    while ago with Caroline, and it's all about communication.
 5    And I'm a big believer in that.  And that was the whole
 6    subject of our meeting.  And sometimes I get accused of
 7    being a frustrated teacher because I like to call on
 8    folks, but I'm not quite that bad.
 9              But what we came up with in our last meeting --
10    and Earl was helping and Earl was helping a few minutes
11    ago to get organized -- is we need people to come closer.
12    And I would like to get as many chairs up here as we can
13    and sort of form a semi-circle so we make sure everybody
14    has a chance to speak.  We will go from person to person
15    and you can have a comment, you can pass, and then we are
16    going to do it again.  And we will stay here as long as we
17    need to so everybody feels they have had a chance to speak
18    and maybe several times to speak because one of your
19    friends or neighbors may say something that reminds you, I
20    need to mention this.
21              So we want to make sure when we end tonight
22    everybody feels they have got their views on the table and
23    that everybody has heard everybody's views.  And so this
24    is where I would like some help.  We are going to move the
25    chairs up here so everybody can move closer, and then we


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 17


 1    are going to start with the community Elders and elected
 2    officials.  So Caroline and Earl, I may need your help to
 3    help identify who should speak in those two groups, and
 4    then we will open it up to everybody.  So I'm asking that
 5    you all come up here and move closer.  And that's where
 6    I'm the teacher that says please don't sit in the back of
 7    the room because I can't hear you or see you.  So please,
 8    can we come up here and move chairs.
 9               (Off the record.)
10                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's time for you guys
11    to talk about a very important issue.  I can start off
12    with the organization I work with.  I work for Alaska
13    Wilderness League.  I have been fighting this issue for a
14    long time.  It's important that the government gets to
15    listen to you guys.  We have got a recording secretary.
16    We have got a translator.  So this will give you the idea
17    of what this issue is all about.
18              A great honor is being in front of us, our
19    President, Caroline Cannon.  And it's another great honor
20    to speak in front of ASRC Energy Services CEO.  And it's a
21    great honor to speak in front of the Elders and my fellow
22    Point Hopers.
23              Your voice is needed to reverse this bad Bush
24    Administration lease sale that happened in 2008.  Our
25    recommendation is no leases drilling or exploration
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 1    activities to occur in the Chukchi Sea.  Given the risks,
 2    the Obama Administration should not affirm Chukchi Lease
 3    Sale 193, nor let any exploratory drilling in the area go
 4    forward.  There is a lot of other issues, but I'll read
 5    the high points.
 6              There is no proven technology to clean up an oil
 7    spill in the Arctic conditions with cold temperatures, low
 8    visibility, broken sea ice and high winds.  Little
 9    baseline science exists for measuring the effects of an
10    oil spill on the Arctic ecosystem and mammals central to
11    our way of life.  We are part of the ecosystem, and we
12    should be proud that Mother Native has given us to be part
13    of that ecosystem of the world.
14              With the nearest Coast Guard station 1,000 miles
15    away, Arctic communities are not capable of responding to
16    a major oil spill along the Chukchi coast.  The Inupiat
17    people have lived off the Arctic Ocean for thousands of
18    years.  The Chukchi Sea is a viable source of food for our
19    communities and an oil spill or disturbance of marine
20    mammals and fish could devastate our way of life.
21              Come and testify and let these government people
22    understand how important our way of life is.  We have been
23    living here for thousands of years.  The garden has
24    provided food for us.  Springtime, year-round cycle, we
25    need to continue keeping that up.  We need to continue
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 1    living our way of life.  There is alternative energies
 2    that could be developed.  There is other ways of making
 3    money.  We got corporations that could do business with
 4    our president of ASRC Energy Service to do development
 5    inland and stay away from our ocean, the ocean that
 6    provides us with food for thousands of years.  Our
 7    corporation, ASRC, could be a big help in our way of life.
 8              But still we have to watch what we are doing
 9    because it's your kids' future.  Your kids are the ones
10    that will be affected.  It's not going to happen right
11    away.  It's going to happen after me and my relatives pass
12    away.  And you have to come forward for your children and
13    your grandchildren to continue our way of life in Point
14    Hope Alaska.  Thank you.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  Okay.
16    What I would like to do now is first ask the village
17    Elders if they would like to make some comments.  I
18    believe that's appropriate.  I don't want to force anybody
19    to make comments, but you are welcome to make some
20    comments, if you would like.
21                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why didn't you
22    start with the Elders if you were going to be appropriate?
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's what I'm trying
24    to do now, sir.  Earl was helping me.  He was at the
25    meeting last night, and he's helping me change the tone of
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 1    the meeting, the focus of the meeting to get the best
 2    information.  Thank you, Earl.  And right now we will
 3    start with the Elders, which we would like to hear first.
 4    Thank you.
 5                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  My name is Erma
 6    Hunnicutt.  I would write on a piece of paper like -- like
 7    Earl if I had -- if I had known that you were coming ahead
 8    of time, so --
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  We
10    will do our best to do better next time.  Sir, would you
11    like to comment?
12                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Whenever I see an
13    oil rig in the newspapers or on TV, it make me flinch, you
14    know, because after what happened with the Exxon oil spill
15    and other oil spill everywhere else, even the
16    environmental impact statement, you know -- I'm sure some
17    people read that.  And our people have lived here for
18    thousands of years.  We are subsistence users.  And I'm
19    also for development, you know, because any kind of
20    development provides jobs for our people.  There is no
21    doubt about that.
22              But still, this offshore drilling scares me.
23    Why don't we just open ANWR?  You know, there is already a
24    pipeline built.  We were afraid when we first heard about
25    Trans-Alaska Pipeline.  We have caribou.  We have other
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 1    animals around.  Although we were afraid that we might
 2    lose our animals, look at -- look at what happened now.
 3    Our animals are still around, the caribou where the
 4    pipeline is built.  But this offshore drilling is
 5    something else, you know.
 6              Even that Exxon oil spill after what happened,
 7    people are still trying to hunt and fish and then they
 8    still find that grease, you know, in their rivers, in the
 9    oceans.  That's why, I don't know, these oil rigs make me
10    flinch every time I seen one.  Thank you.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We will come back.  If
12    you want to interrupt at any time, please let us know.
13                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  (Speaking in
14    Inupiaq.)
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
16    And that was recorded.  Thank you, sir.  Now, I'd like
17    to -- unless there are anymore -- thank you, Leo.  I would
18    then like to -- Dorcus is maybe speaking later, unless you
19    want to try again.
20                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  He's right.  I know we
21    need jobs here, too, but we also know there is going to be
22    development going on, but that really scares me, too,
23    because we -- that's how we survive with is our Eskimo
24    food, and you all know that for thousands of years.  I'm
25    not -- (speaking in Inupiaq.)
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 1                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Dorcus.  With
 2    that I would like to open it up to elected officials.
 3    Caroline, would you like to speak first, or would you like
 4    to say anything?  Is there anyone else you believe should
 5    speak first before I open it up to the public?
 6                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  There is a lot of
 7    Elders here, and I think they need to be heard.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  I need the
 9    Elders, if you will put up your hands, you can speak if
10    you need to right now.
11                    MR. GEORGE KINGIK:  Thank you very much.
12    My name is George Kingik.  I'm an Elder.  I'm also of the
13    Uunasiiqsiigaaq clan.  What we are talking about is real
14    hard to stomach.  In this community, we have been fighting
15    for our ocean since 1945, since Truman started dreaming
16    about the big port over at Cape Thompson.  Our Elders and
17    our great-grandfathers have fought to protect the ocean.
18    And that's what we have been doing since they told us,
19    watch out for your ocean.  That's your food, your stomach.
20    That's what feeds you.
21              And I oppose the lease sale.  I was in Anchorage
22    when they had the lease sale, me and my brother.  There
23    was only a few Natives at the lease sale.  And a lot of
24    people cry.  A lot of people come outside.  They look at
25    the company who get the lease.  And it was a hurry-up
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 1    situation two years ago.  All those people that was
 2    outside protesting against the 193 lease sale because the
 3    Elders said no to the big Project Chariot and no to this
 4    lease sale.  And I still oppose it.  Thank you very much.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Are there any other
 6    Elders that would like to speak?  And we will be here as
 7    long as we need to, so if you think of something
 8    afterwards, you are welcome to jump in.  Anyone else?  Any
 9    Elder?  Elected officials?
10                    MR. RONALD OVIOK, SR.: (Speaking in
11    Inupiaq.)  One thing I'd like to add is what you have is
12    the government controls today, but one drop of oil could
13    become a big problem for our animals.  Thank you.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Any other elected
15    officials that would like to speak before we go to the
16    list?
17                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  I'm a council member
18    representing Point Hope through our regional federally
19    recognized tribal government known as the Inupiat
20    Community of the Arctic Slope.  That tribal government was
21    formed in 1971 in response to Alaska Native Claims
22    Settlement Act and as a region for the Arctic Slope, as a
23    government.
24              And we are a government like any other
25    government.  The United States government is a government
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 1    that has responsibilities, and so do we.  There are
 2    federally recognized tribes that perform governmental
 3    functions.  There are -- more than half of all the tribes
 4    in the United States have self-governance, have direct
 5    funding from the federal government, not through the BIA
 6    and regional offices.  And so they perform these
 7    governmental functions in place of the federal government,
 8    whether it be wildlife, EPA, those governmental functions
 9    like any other government.
10              And we have that responsibility in performing
11    those functions for our members, and our constitutions
12    reflect that for the well-being of our membership.  And so
13    we have this obligation and duty, and there are other
14    tribal governments that have the same thing like the
15    federal government, its responsibility towards its toward
16    its membership and its well-being of the membership.
17              And I guess that's a good start to indicate what
18    our responsibilities are.  We are not just blowing hot
19    air.  And we do have these functions and responsibilities
20    that we have to address in regards to whatever may be
21    missing or whatever needs to be done, like any other
22    government.
23              Is there any type of revenue sharing?  Is
24    there -- how are we going to benefit through something
25    that we haven't addressed yet and haven't been
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 1    acknowledged in regards to governmental functions?
 2    Taxation?  Local employment?  Tribal employment rights?
 3    These functions have to be recognized by the federal
 4    government and the State of Alaska.  And so it's very
 5    difficult for us tribal governments to, you know, respond
 6    to things and continuously try to keep track of what all
 7    has taken place.  But we have been in the court for a very
 8    long time, as George Kingik just said.
 9              And there have been several cases that involve
10    our governmental functions and our concerns in regards to
11    subsistence that have not been resolved.  And so you know,
12    governmental functions are very -- you know, it's a real
13    thing.  I guess, you know, this can go on as time goes on.
14    Thank you.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.
16                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  (Speaking in
17    Inupiaq.)
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Again,
19    before we go to any of the list I have, any other
20    community Elders or elected officials?
21                    MR. MICHAEL HALLER:  Could you let Dorcus
22    translate that?
23                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Translation by Dorcus
24    Rock.)  She was saying that when money comes in and so
25    forth, it's good, but it's also that we have to remember
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 1    to work together when we do that.  Like I said, when we
 2    get our dividend from the ASRC or from the State Permanent
 3    Fund, we all get happy, everybody.  And when they catch
 4    whale, everybody get happy, too.  So if these two work
 5    together, we all be happy.  Working together that she's
 6    mostly concerned about.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm going to go
 8    to the list, unless there is any other Elders or elected
 9    officials that would like to speak.  And I'm going to go
10    to the list, and we can always come back.  I want to make
11    sure everybody has a chance to speak.
12              Technology.  We were talking about that, too.
13    Sometimes technology is not a good thing.  All right.
14    George Kingik.  I believe he's already spoken.  Okay.
15    Down the list here.  Jack Schaefer, you were next on the
16    list.  Do you want to speak again for a second, or come
17    back to you?
18                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  Okay.  Why not?
19                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  And then we are
20    going to make sure everyone gets a chance to speak, but
21    now you are a double dipper.  That's all right.  We are
22    going to keep going around.  Everybody is going to speak
23    tonight.
24                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  As I was saying, you
25    know, there were several court cases that we have been
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 1    trying to protect our rights to subsistence, our rights to
 2    the ownership of the ocean in regards to title.  And I
 3    will mention these for the record.  This is one tribal
 4    government that went through this.  There were several
 5    that had went through this.  The Inupiat Community of the
 6    Arctic Slope, Native Village of Gambell, Native Village of
 7    Akutan, Nome Eskimo Community, Native Village of Eyak.
 8              Over the years since the '70s -- and I'll just
 9    mention one in regards to subsistence, People versus
10    Gambell versus Clark, Ninth Circuit, 1984.  Gambell 1.
11    People versus Gambell versus Hodel, Ninth Circuit Court,
12    1985, Gambell 2.  People versus Gambell versus Hodel,
13    Ninth Circuit, 1989, Gambell 3.  People of Gambell versus
14    Babbitt, Ninth Circuit, 1993, Gambell 4.
15              This statement more or less came out of a
16    Vermont law school last March in regards to discussions of
17    offshore between the United States and Canada, the Inuit
18    and Greenland trying to talk about oil and gas offshore.
19    And so there was a mention of these court cases that
20    indicated that the subsistence issues have not been
21    resolved.
22              And so that, you know, gives you a little bit of
23    a glimpse that was mentioned to the White House Ocean
24    Policy Group a couple weeks ago, but I don't know if they
25    understood what I was saying because I didn't refer to the
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 1    Circuit Court here.  I just indicated Gambell, 1, 2, 3,
 2    and 4, assuming that they understood.
 3              The State of Alaska only has jurisdiction for
 4    three miles.  They might get a little bit of something up
 5    to six miles in regards to any type of revenue sharing,
 6    and beyond that, zero, nothing.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, sir.  Going
 8    down the list, I know Earl, you have already spoken.  Do
 9    you want to hit it again or come back to you?  Come back
10    to you?  Okay.  Thank you.  Next on the list.  Leo.  You
11    were on the list.  Do you want to speak again?  Or we can
12    come back.  Come?  Back.  Okay.  Next on the list -- I see
13    lots of nos.  And then I have a whole page where people
14    didn't mark yes or no.  Elizabeth S-T-E-O, Steo.
15    Elizabeth?  Okay.  Caroline, you didn't check yes or no.
16    Would you like to speak?
17                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I think there is a
18    misunderstanding.  That was -- my understanding that was
19    the sign-in sheet.  They did not clarify if we are going
20    to speak or -- I think we need to communicate better.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  We started
22    a little late, and we didn't get the sign-in sheets out.
23                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  We just assumed that
24    was just a sign-in sheet.
25                    MR. ROY FILE:  Why are you going on that?
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 1    Is there a different sign-in sheet than this one?
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We had several to find
 3    out who is here.  And everyone is going to get a chance to
 4    speak.  Looking at you, Caroline, would you like to make a
 5    comment?
 6                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I'm just
 7    observing.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:   You are absolutely
 9    correct.  Michelle W. Cannon.  Michelle.  She's not here.
10                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Mitchell.
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I'm sorry.  I
12    can't hear too well and I can't see too well, either.
13    Margaret Oktollik.
14                    MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  No.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No?  Okay.  I'm not
16    sure.  I'm going to ask for some help.  Sally.  Would
17    you -- please.
18                    MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  I say in this world,
19    this land is my land and this land is your land.  There is
20    two different things about it.  You guys love to eat your
21    food; we love to eat ours.  And you guys don't like to let
22    nobody touch your stuff; we don't like to let our things
23    be touched, too.  Like they always say, you know, you have
24    to share and give.  How are we going to do that if they
25    take that away from us?  What are we supposed to do?  You
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 1    guys don't like to eat our food.  Sometimes we don't like
 2    to eat your food.  And you have to look at it that way
 3    sometimes.
 4              But you have to remember, this land is our land
 5    together, each one of us.  We have different colors of
 6    this world.  We have to hold onto it because we love to
 7    eat.  I know you guys like to eat, too, even me, even our
 8    kids.  We don't like to see our kids be hungry.  It's
 9    going to hurt us, too.
10              It's hurt the peoples down there, too, when they
11    spill that oil.  You guys can't see that or understand
12    that part?  They are suffering.
13              Like I was saying, this land is my land, this
14    land is your land.  Thank you.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
16    Next on the list I've got Mary Jane Attungana.  Okay.
17    Bessie Kowunna.  Would you like to speak?
18                    MS. BESSIE KOWUNNA:  Bessie Kowunna, for
19    the record.  And I'm not representing any entity, city,
20    Tikigaq or any other.  It's just myself as a Point Hope
21    resident.  But what I would like to say is I love being
22    Inupiat.  I love our food, our culture, our way of life,
23    our circle of life, our land and sea.
24              And I also would like to say that if things in
25    industry should happen, I would rather be involved in it,
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 1    not against it or for it, but work with it so our people
 2    can see and hear what's going on with industry.  We need
 3    to make sure what they say they are doing is really what
 4    they are doing.  With that said, if that should happen, I
 5    want to see our people trained, working and be involved so
 6    we aren't left out.  If not me working, it would be
 7    someone else, probably from the Outside.  So I'm happy to
 8    be working.  Thank you.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
10    Next on the list, I see your name again, Ron.  Is there
11    anything else you would like to add?  No?  Okay.  We will
12    come back.  Dorcus, your name was on the list.  You want
13    to make additional comments?
14                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  (Shakes head.)
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  No.  No.  No.
16    Okay.  Can you help me with this name here?  I think there
17    is someone that's written down here as Peter.  Okay.  I've
18    got a no.  Then we are back to the very beginning again.
19    Now, that's the sign-in sheets that sort of got away from
20    us.
21                    MR. ROY FILE:  You know, I signed a piece
22    of paper right after Bessie did.  Can I look at that thing
23    right there?  Did you deliberately skip me?
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  It might have been an
25    accident.  I apologize.  I want everybody to speak.  Let's
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 1    find out where you are at.  Right here.  I thought that
 2    was Ron.  I thought that was Ron over there.
 3                    MR. ROY FILE:  That looks like a Y to
 4    me.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Well, I saw Ron, Roy.
 6    You are very welcome to speak.
 7                    MR. ROY FILE:  I'm at school again, buddy.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I'm sorry.  I'm a
 9    frustrated teacher.
10                    MR. ROY FILE:  Okay.  I just have a couple
11    questions for your personally.  Who do you work for?
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  That's a good question.
13    We work for the Department of Interior, Bureau of Ocean
14    Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement.  We are the
15    Feds.  We manage the offshore resources and make sure all
16    the rules and regulations and the safety is taken care of.
17    That's our job.  And we take the information and pass it
18    to the Secretary.
19                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to
20    find out.  And also, are you -- the way you present
21    yourself here, are you pro development or are you anti
22    development?
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  We are dead center.  We
24    are not pro or -- our job is to make sure --
25                    MR. ROY FILE:  So you do not favor one
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 1    side or the other?
 2                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Personally, I cannot.
 3    My job is to provide information to the Secretary of the
 4    Interior so he makes the decision.
 5                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's what I wanted to --
 6    that's what I wanted to know.  Thank you.
 7                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  You are more than
 8    welcome.  And I apologize for reading it wrong.
 9                    MR. ROY FILE:  That's okay.  Just don't
10    let it happen again.  We have got to have some fun here.
11                    MR. ROY FILE:  Yeah.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I have gone through the
13    list.  Did anybody sign the list that wanted to speak that
14    didn't?  Because then we are going to go to phase two.
15    Yes, ma'am.
16                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Good evening.
17    I wrote my name on the list, and I said yes.  This is
18    Aggie Frankson-Henry.  And this is to J.F. Bennett, Chief
19    Branch of Environmental Assessment, Bureau of Ocean Energy
20    Management, Regulation and Enforcement in Herndon,
21    Virginia; cc to Michael Haller, Community Liaison, Alaska
22    Region, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and
23    Enforcement of Anchorage, Alaska.  And I wrote this today.
24              As you see here in this map, all the gray spots,
25    those are lease sales that's been sold.  Our ocean has
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 1    been sold.  They are colored in red, but you don't see it
 2    in red.  State of Alaska, the corporations do not have a
 3    piece of dime, not even a penny.  If this goes through to
 4    the vessels, we don't see anything unless it lands on
 5    shore.  And then the North Slope Borough will tax them.
 6    That's for your information.
 7              For the record, I am Aggie Frankson-Henry, a
 8    tribal secretary and tribal member of the Native Village
 9    of Point Hope.  I am opposing the Bureau of Ocean Energy
10    Management, Regulation and Enforcement, BOEMRE, decision
11    on the proposed actions for multi-sale EIS for the Chukchi
12    Sea, sales 193, 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea's lease sales
13    209 and 217.  And I support alternative one, Beaufort and
14    Chukchi Sea no lease sale.
15              And I'm opposing the National Pollutant
16    Discharge Elimination (NPDES) permit, a permit to
17    discharge of toxic drilling muds and other harmful
18    pollutants into the water within the decision of the
19    proposed actions for multiple sale EIS for the Chukchi Sea
20    sales 212 and 221 and Beaufort Sea lease sale 209 and 217.
21              As a representative for the tribe, it's of best
22    interest of restoring courage, stand up for our children's
23    future and their next generation to have the opportunity
24    to utilize our subsistence resources.  This time I will
25    stand.  This time I will voice for the good in which the
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 1    Inupiat people of the Arctic Slope is currently blessed to
 2    harvest bountifully from the land, air, rivers and oceans.
 3              I am an Inupiat mother, wife, daughter, aunt,
 4    tribal member of the Native Village of Point Hope, and
 5    most of all a whaler and harvester dependent on the
 6    Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea for means of survival.  Being
 7    Inupiat is an inherent freedom to hunt, harvest from the
 8    vast frozen seas to nurture my family and extended
 9    families across Alaska and Lower 48.  The Chukchi and
10    Beaufort Seas provide nutritional food supply on my table
11    without any aftertaste of spill debris from oil and gas
12    exploratory drilling.
13              Point Hope, Alaska is surrounded by the Chukchi
14    and Beaufort Seas.  I live in the oldest whaling community
15    in North America, and our future generation historically
16    is in jeopardy without a cleaner environment in the Arctic
17    Slope.
18              It is of my best interest to voice my concern to
19    hope for the best to preserve my culture because of
20    climate change this vast ocean is faced with.  I pray for
21    a healthier ecosystem balance for bowhead whales,
22    walruses, polar bears, seals, ducks, fishes, birds, crabs,
23    plankton, oysters, clams, seaweed, worms, killer whales,
24    narwhales, right whales, beluga whales, gray whales, and
25    all the mammals of these two great oceans that we, the
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 1    people of Point Hope, are blessed with.
 2              I come from an economic distressed community who
 3    relies 70 percent on subsistence resources to maintain a
 4    healthy diet.  The majority in distress is our children.
 5    Our boundary is rich in herbs, berries, plants, naturally
 6    grown dietary supplements for a healthy living environment
 7    for our people and animals that relies on these natural
 8    resources.
 9              As we the people realize today, what really
10    matters is the well-being of our children's future and
11    subsistence resources that will be impacted to strive to
12    sustain traditional knowledge, traditional lifestyle,
13    cultural heritage, cultural land use which industry poses
14    a potential damage to our environment in the Arctic Slope.
15              The Inupiat people has political rights, and we
16    must argue that it is misleading to obstruct the
17    settlement given to the Inupiat people by political or
18    personal gain of regret in our backyard of the proposed
19    2012-2017 Outer Continental Shelf oil and gas lease
20    program settled by the companies' permits without even
21    giving the Inupiat the right to vote by the people of the
22    North Slope Borough communities.
23              We have the right to voice, to meet freely for
24    the well-being of the residents of the people in the
25    coastal communities, whether it be by
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 1    government-to-government consultation meetings, giving
 2    your testimonies to the entities that goes into your
 3    communities, avails much to the next generation of
 4    subsistence users.  No voice, no courage, then you will
 5    not be heard for your inherited rights.  It will cause a
 6    big effect in your community, and their royalties will be
 7    dispersed to other people not from your community.  The
 8    royalties will not be given to the rightful stakeholders'
 9    interest or financial gain.
10              Community leaders, I encourage you to speak up
11    and stand up for what is only right because time is of the
12    essence of a vast cultural effect for our future
13    generations' responsibility to maintain without probable
14    cause the right of entries on our land and your children's
15    right to be I am Inupiat freely without any restrictions
16    on our own property to subsist on, restoring a loving
17    inheritance given to us by God, our Creator, knowingly
18    that we, as real people, truly respect and rely on the
19    environment for means of survival as Inupiat.
20              Based on current agriculture in Valdez, Alaska,
21    it is not my best interest to harm this great state with
22    offshore oil gas drilling along the Chukchi and Beaufort
23    Seas.  I am voicing my right to life, liberty, and
24    equality.
25              EPA should not grant permits for discharge of
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 1    toxic drilling waste into the Arctic waters from oil and
 2    gas exploration activities to protect the fragile Arctic
 3    ecosystem and traditional way of life.  Global warming or
 4    climate change is a significant example of the devastation
 5    we have seen in the Lower 48 by current flooding and
 6    violent storms and a disaster in the Gulf of Mexico by
 7    human error.
 8              I believe today that we have to be very stern on
 9    how the federal government and industrial servants that is
10    wanting to develop in the brittle oceans that can lead to
11    another disaster to our land, air, rivers, oceans that
12    will affect or decline our subsistence resources that we
13    rely on for means of survival through this harsh season in
14    the years ahead.
15              The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management,
16    Regulation and Enforcement must conduct scientific studies
17    before a lease sale must be proposed for a lease sale.  My
18    question is:  How can you clean all the oil on ice?  How
19    can you make sure that trillions of oil that may be leaked
20    from a well be cleaned and managed in a 40- to
21    90-mile-per-hour gusting wind?  As we know as Inupiat of
22    the Arctic, we cannot even think of surfing the oceans
23    because our lives would be endangered by the great seas.
24              In closing, stand up for our best interests by
25    keeping the seal oil wood stove burning in our whaling
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 1    camps without any worry of oil on ice debris during the
 2    harvesting of the future generations, migratory land
 3    animals and marine mammals.  Our land, our air, our
 4    rivers, our oceans, our resources living on the land,
 5    rivers, and oceans do not have a voice for means of
 6    survival God gave us to be nurtured by.
 7              I oppose the Chukchi Sea and Beaufort Sea
 8    planning areas oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and
 9    221.  I support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea
10    no lease sale.
11              Thank you.  I'm Aggie Frankson-Henry.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
13    Thank you very much.  Next on the list I've got Leah
14    Frankson.  She came late.  Is that you hiding back there?
15                    MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  I didn't prepare
16    anything.  I just want to say that I'm against all
17    offshore drilling, no matter what profit for who.
18    Devastation to the ecosystem, devastation to the -- all
19    animals and fish and mammals, devastation to environment,
20    ultimately devastation to Inupiat human is to become a
21    crime against humanity.  And there is no money that can
22    fix that, take that away, or change that once that
23    happens.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  I
25    have another name here.  I believe it's -- I'm sorry.  I
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 1    don't read well.  Peggy Frankson.  Is Peggy here?
 2                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  Last early Monday
 3    morning, my ten-year-old son caught his first seal.  He
 4    dreams about hunting ever since he was a little boy.
 5    That's his passion.  He goes out whenever he can, hunting
 6    mammals, fishing, hunting for caribou, and he wants to
 7    continue to do this.  We all want our young people to
 8    continue hunting all the animals that we are used to
 9    surviving on.
10              We live a subsistence lifestyle.  If any of you
11    go into our Native store here and try to buy groceries for
12    a week for a family of seven, you would be -- or try
13    buying groceries for a month.  It's over $2,000, easily.
14    It's outrageous.  We have to survive on our subsistence
15    foods we catch.  It's part of our lifestyle.  It's part of
16    our lives.  It's part of who we are.
17              And we certainly are going to keep opposing the
18    offshore drilling sales, the leases, everything, because
19    if our animals are endangered by possible oil spills, you
20    have no guarantee to us saying that no oil will land in
21    our oceans, no oil will wash up on our shores.  There is
22    no guarantee.  Until there is a guarantee, we are not
23    going to approve of any sales.  We are going to continue
24    to oppose them.
25              We want to keep hunting our animals.  We want to
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 1    keep living our subsistence lifestyle.  My son wants to
 2    grow to a man into a father and teach his kids how to hunt
 3    and to live the Inupiat way.  Thank you.
 4                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 5    Now, according to the list, which is not perfect, I've hit
 6    everyone who either didn't mark yes or no or marked yes.
 7    So now we are going to open it up to the floor because I
 8    want to make sure everybody has an opportunity to speak.
 9    So first I'm going to ask for volunteers.  And then if we
10    don't -- when we are out of volunteers, I'm going to go to
11    each individual person to ask you again if you would like
12    the opportunity to speak and tell us what you think.  I
13    want everybody to have that option.
14              So does anyone want to raise their hand and make
15    a comment before I start going to everybody individually?
16    Just to make sure we are not missing something, because we
17    need your help.
18                    MS. LILLIAN A. LANE:  I'd like to sign in,
19    if I could.
20              I, too, like my uma, wasn't prepared to -- and
21    have comments, but I jotted a few things.  My name is
22    Lillian A. Lane.  I'm a resident of Point Hope, born and
23    raised.  Love to eat everything my father, my brothers, my
24    neighbors have caught and put on my table.  Therefore, I
25    oppose any gas, oil leases out in the ocean seas.  Just
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 1    like everybody here, they are dependent on the -- majority
 2    of our food come from the ocean, majority of it that we
 3    take in and preserve and keep all year.  So the cycle goes
 4    on and on and on.
 5              We have said this over and over in each
 6    testimony that we have spoken through, whether it be from
 7    the oil companies or others.  We have repeated ourself
 8    over and over and over.  I'm glad you are here to listen
 9    to our testimonies, and I hope that the people that are
10    the deciding body will make -- take these testimonies to
11    heart because this is real.  Those people down there don't
12    know what's going on up here.  You don't know what goes on
13    up here.  I'm glad you are here to listen to our people,
14    the real people who have to live in this community year
15    long.
16              How would you feel if I put a limit to your
17    chicken and cow?  That would be my first question to all
18    of you that are dependent on those, too, or your
19    vegetables.  The people that are wanting to go out there
20    and drill in our oceans make promises that they would do
21    their utmost, their best to try not to do an oil spill.
22    It's kind of hard to believe because these things that
23    have gone on in Alaska and the Gulf that are -- that did
24    happen, like someone mentioned earlier.  You can hear
25    these things.
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 1              We are going to be repetitive on some of the
 2    things that they said because they are important.  Our
 3    ocean that's out there is unpredictable.  We have our
 4    sagvaq, the current that is very strong, and it comes from
 5    every direction out there.  Supposing something happened?
 6    How are they going to contain their spills?  Those are the
 7    things that we want to hear.  What are you going to do to
 8    do your -- your best to convince us that there is not
 9    going to be an oil spill?  Those are the things I want to
10    hear, but in a deep -- at the very -- at the -- but
11    overall, I know that since she mentioned -- Aggie
12    mentioned that we won't even get a penny out of it, not a
13    penny.  Go -- go earn your dime someplace else, not in our
14    ocean.
15              A lot of times -- another lady said it doesn't
16    matter about the money.  Money doesn't matter.  The food
17    is more important than money right now.  As we speak, it
18    is more than money because if we try and buy stuff, it's
19    really spendy.  But I want to also add that the unseen is
20    a mystery to all of us.  That mystery is our ocean.  We
21    only take what it gives us.  We only take what it gives
22    us.  The animals give themselves to us to provide for us.
23    So we take as much as it gives us.  If anything should
24    happen, we won't have anything.  I'm afraid of that.  We
25    won't have anything.
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 1              There was a news thing that the oil companies,
 2    once they close their pots, they are not responsible for
 3    anything else after.  They are not accountable for their
 4    closed pots.  Supposing something happens?  I think they
 5    should be responsible as long as they had touched that pot
 6    from the beginning to the very end and after.  That was on
 7    the news the other day.  I don't like that.  That's not
 8    good practice with any oil company.
 9              I know that it should -- maybe it might provide
10    some jobs for the community members, some community
11    members, but majority of the workers that do work in
12    Alaska on the pipeline, Red Dog Mine, comes from Lower 48.
13    Our people are not trained enough.  Our people are not
14    trained to do these jobs they do on the oil rigs.
15              And we all know about nature.  Nature controls
16    itself.  The ocean is unpredictable and, if anything
17    should happen, I don't think the oil rigs would be able to
18    withstand anything out there.  So therefore, it's a -- you
19    are playing with not only their lives, but our lives,
20    also.
21              Although their technology is updated and they
22    say they have up-to-par equipment, I still don't believe
23    they are good enough to withstand our Arctic conditions.
24              I, too, love to eat my mikigaq, which our
25    Heavenly Father, our God, has provided, has created and
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 1    put on this earth for our use, our bodily use.  And it
 2    says if we disturb the land, it's going to disrupt the
 3    cycle.  I see disruption.  I see disruption if they do go
 4    out there.  And I hope and heartily hope the committee
 5    will really consider and take to heart, once again, to
 6    really think this through and not think of it's going to
 7    bring us a lot of money because it's a federal thing.
 8    This is going to bring us a lot of money, which it does.
 9    Right now today our money really isn't there at all.
10              Thank you for this opportunity for me to speak
11    during this time, and I thank all the people that stood up
12    and speak on behalf of Point Hope.  And I'd like to -- I'd
13    like to say that if they are going to drill out there,
14    they need to think of all the factors that would be
15    affected before they do any drilling.  Taikuu.  Thank you.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
17    Now, what I would like to do is I'm going to start with
18    this end of the room and go around and touch base with
19    everybody to make sure everybody feels comfortable and had
20    an opportunity.  Sir, would you like to say anything?
21    Your name, please.
22                    MS. RICHARD CANNON, SR.:  My name is
23    Richard Cannon, Senior.  Before I say one word, I'm going
24    to pray and ask God to give me the right words to say.
25              Heavenly Father, creator of all things, I ask
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 1    you to use my voice.  Help me say what you want me to say,
 2    Lord Jesus.  I come before you as your humble servant.  I
 3    serve you and you only, Lord Jesus Christ.  I thank you
 4    for this opportunity to speak before these people.
 5    [indiscernible] voice your opinion, not my opinion.  In
 6    Jesus' name I pray.  Amen.
 7              Again, my name is Richard Cannon, Sr.  Most of
 8    you people know me here.  And I do like to pretty much
 9    whale.  I have been around a long time, and kind of
10    heartbroken to see that these people are here.  I know
11    they're here to just basically do their job.  I'm glad Roy
12    asked this gentleman whether he's for it or against.
13    They're taking this thing to Secretary Salazar, that he
14    can't be -- he has to be biased.  How can he be biased in
15    a community of people that he know that if there is
16    drilling that is going to harm the environment because,
17    like some people say, there is nothing, there is nothing
18    to clean up the oil spill in the ice.  We all know that.
19              And I know your scientists, to me, they are
20    liars.  And how could they tell the truth when they work
21    for you guys, when they work for the oil companies?
22    Explain to me how someone is going to say, oh, no, this
23    can't happen.  You will be fired on the spot.  And I'm
24    quite sure he signs a gag order saying that he cannot
25    talk, that he cannot tell the truth.  So just like Aggie
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 1    say, they are paleface.  They are liars.
 2              So we as a whole must come against this, and we
 3    must come against this now because we know the oil
 4    companies, they have money and pretty much have
 5    politicians in their pockets.  I know these people might
 6    say how do I know that.  I don't know that, but I'm
 7    assuming that's it because they are in Washington as we
 8    speak right now trying to push for offshore oil, which we
 9    don't get a dime.  Alaska will not -- as Jeff says, Alaska
10    will not get a dime from this.  So what's the use?  What's
11    wrong with our politicians?  That don't sound right to me
12    that they don't -- that they will say, go ahead.
13              Now, I didn't say go ahead to me.  Are they
14    going to pay off?  Maybe it might begin to pay off.  I'll
15    just leave it at that.  My name is Richard Cannon, Senior.
16    And I'm pretty much against offshore drilling, any kind of
17    drilling.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
19    Ma'am, another opportunity?  Jack?
20                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Sure.  I always have a
21    lot of things to say.  And I hope you continue to come
22    around and come around.  I have been at this for a long
23    time, also, you know.  I -- I have been President of the
24    Native Village back in '93 or so, years, and we have been
25    talking about oil and gas for a long time.  I sat around
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 1    my cousins and my uncles when they were talking about
 2    their fears and their concerns about offshore oil and gas
 3    back in the '70s and what they were concerned about and
 4    how they were talking about governmental functions and
 5    government-to-government and human rights and -- and
 6    responsibilities.
 7              And it even got to the point that the ownership
 8    of the ocean was never really addressed.  And when it was,
 9    it was addressed in a controversial way.  And so, you
10    know, I still feel that we own this ocean.  Alaska Native
11    Claims Settlement Act was for Alaska.  And where is the
12    boundary of Alaska?  And that was talked about and decided
13    on but never revealed.
14              And then, you know, I feel really betrayed, in a
15    way, because we had so much faith in the judicial system.
16    And we fought for what we thought was right.  And we won
17    several times.  Uncles and cousins laugh about it.  I was
18    young when this was going on.  I didn't really understand
19    what was happening, but I understood that we had a
20    responsibility and that we had ownership and that
21    controversy is all over.
22              We even went to the United Nations back in 1989
23    concerned about Prudhoe Bay and the cleanup that was
24    promised by the oil companies so that migration of the
25    caribou and other animals could continue over there.  But
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 1    I don't know if that was done.  There was a government
 2    accountability report, a GAO report that was published in
 3    2002, No. 357 on the restoration of Prudhoe Bay.  And
 4    companies ignored, companies changed their name, companies
 5    filed for bankruptcy, companies walked away.
 6              The State of Alaska got furious and said, this
 7    is not true.  I don't believe your report.
 8              And so that's one thing that we keep trying that
 9    we have been saying over time is that we are promised that
10    restoration will be done and they will clean it up, that
11    the animals will be able to go through there again.
12    Nuiqsut has to purchase three, four, five times as much
13    fuel to go after caribou now from years back.
14              And this restoration hasn't really been done,
15    apparently.  I did see something on the news that there
16    was some work that was being done, but I don't know to
17    what extent.  You know, promises have to be kept.  You
18    have to do what you need to do.  And if you are going to
19    say you are going to do something, then you better do it.
20    And if you walk away, then how can we trust these
21    companies that are saying that they can do it in an
22    environmentally safe way?  We are only talking about
23    exploration and leases.  I don't know to what extent that
24    we go in regards to impacts and at what stage.
25              There was discussion whether it's going to be
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 1    tanked or in a pipeline.  Both ways involve bladders that
 2    are going to be on the ocean floor filled with fuel, six
 3    or more sitting there filled with oil.  And there will be
 4    a pipe that will run up to the surface, two tankers from
 5    each bladder or a pipe running to a pipeline that will run
 6    on the floor of the ocean to another pipeline.
 7              And there has been over 20 years of photography
 8    of the ocean floor, and it has been mapped on how that ice
 9    moves and scrapes the bottom of the ocean and they have
10    been doing this for years, arctic research, photographs in
11    that area over there, sale 193.  So, you know, I don't
12    know to what extent we talk about, you know, things and
13    whether we should be concerned 15 years from now if it
14    will be developed.
15              In a previous hearing, there was a former
16    employee that was on one of those rigs, and he said that
17    he had -- was afraid for his life at one time because of a
18    storm, and that two cables had broken.  And he was
19    thankful that that rig did not collapse or sink or
20    anything.  They were spared.  And he said no more.
21    Whether he broke his confidentiality agreement that he may
22    have signed with the company or -- I don't know.  I can't
23    speak for him.  But that was stated in a previous hearing.
24    That has not been put on the website.
25              We talk about transparency, openness.  We will
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 1    give you all the information you need.  But we haven't
 2    seen the transcripts of the hearings.  We haven't seen
 3    what the other villages have said.  What I mean by "we,"
 4    is that anybody that could pick up a laptop like that
 5    person over there and Googlize and look for hearings.  And
 6    what they will see is that there are absolutely no
 7    hearings for Point Hope from Point Hope on record in your
 8    website.
 9              The first one appears in 1986 or '83, which was
10    done by teleconference.  There were hearings that I
11    testified as the President of Native Village of Point Hope
12    in 1995 reflecting on the international code that we had
13    passed.  That's not on record.  That hearing took place in
14    Anchorage at the Egan Center in 1995.  And that's not on
15    the website.  There are other hearings that are there, but
16    nothing from Point Hope.  And it's very, very odd.
17              And then these recent ones that were in February
18    are not on the website.  Is there a reason why they are
19    not there?
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I'll look
21    into that.  Sir, would you like an opportunity?
22                    MR. ELIJAH ROCK, SR:  My name is Elijah
23    Rock, Senior.  I'm a whaling captain in Point Hope.  And
24    also Commissioner for Point Hope for nine years.  Just
25    talking to the government, federal government over in
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 1    Washington, D.C. to make them understand that I'm Inupiat
 2    and I have a lifestyle that was passed on to me and my
 3    ancestors.  And I would like this lifestyle continue
 4    without any interruption of any development of gas and
 5    oil, if possible.  If it can't be safe, just don't do it
 6    just like that because I like to have gas and oil from the
 7    modern-day equipment I use to hunt with and heat my house.
 8    I can't go back to my seal oil blubber stove to heat my
 9    house, heat it all night like I'm used to today and I
10    cannot just go to the wall and turn my light off and on if
11    we have no gas and oil.
12              But that is something that needs to be really
13    considered from the federal government because the federal
14    government is our government, as far as I understand.
15    Then we have another government, it's the North Slope
16    Borough.  That's our government.  Then we have another one
17    that's the State government.  And that's another
18    government.  And we have a Native village government here
19    and we have a City government here in Point Hope, and you
20    know, governments are governments and governments and
21    governments.  But still, we are still here.  We are still
22    alive.  We continue to live because of the fact that we
23    were passed on, taught how to live the lifestyle that we
24    are immune to nowadays.  Even though a lot of the things
25    on our past went this way and that way, modernized, but


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 53


 1    still, you know, the federal government -- someone
 2    mentioned that we have water out there, our sea, our
 3    ocean.  Without the federal government, the State
 4    government, from the shore out to three miles, the State
 5    government owns that, rules anything in that area.  And
 6    then from three miles on, it's the federal government
 7    waters.  But we still hunt in them.  We still all live off
 8    that ocean, even though the federal and State in them,
 9    even though the federal and State government controls it.
10    We abide by their -- whatever they say.  We use it.  They
11    make the laws and they will continue to make these kind of
12    laws, I don't know, till kingdom come, I guess.
13              Anyway, I support everyone that is against oil
14    and gas development, but it's got to be safe, and somehow
15    we got to make an arrangement for the federal and the
16    State government to, you know -- without money we cannot
17    go buy the modern-day equipment that we use, the
18    modern-day food that we use.  We cannot survive just on
19    muktuk seal and -- anymore.  We have got to have
20    hamburger.  Our children are already used to that.
21              So if something can be arranged where we have
22    enough supply from the State and federal government to
23    keep us alive, if they -- if they happen to do something
24    wrong in our ocean and we can't utilize our Native food
25    anymore from the ocean.
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 1              But everything migrates, as far as I understand.
 2    All the animals in the ocean, even their food migrates.
 3    Migrate meaning that, you know, they travel from the
 4    low -- lower oceans up -- go up through our area and then
 5    continue on over to Canada and Greenland because of the
 6    currents.  They follow the current.  I've never seen --
 7    and also I've always heard from my Elders when we are out
 8    hunting we -- we can't see any animals when the current is
 9    from the west, only seals and polar bear.  That's all.
10    But every once in a while when the whales are migrating --
11    this statement is not true either because some the whales
12    always come back because they can't continue on, no water.
13    They'll come back.  I caught one of those kind in my
14    whaling years in Point Hope.
15              And another thing I have a problem with is
16    our -- we deem that it's our ocean, but State and federal
17    own that ocean, and they right now they are opening it up
18    to tourist ships going through all the way around up north
19    across Canada, Greenland, everywhere.  And that's
20    something that, you know, we have seen and read about in
21    the Lower 48.  A lot of animals get hit by the props.  And
22    also there is a lot of fishing going on.  They make a
23    line, International Date Line for the other countries not
24    to come in, but they still come in and go over that
25    because there is nobody out there really leasing the area.
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 1              And so when those nets are out there, any kind
 2    of animal will get caught in those nets and die, can't
 3    swim no more.
 4              Anyway, thank you.
 5                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
 6    Sir, another opportunity, sir?  Would you like to make
 7    another comment?
 8                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I pass.
 9                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am, you are welcome
10    to.
11                    MS. LEAH FRANKSON:  My name is Leah
12    Frankson.  When I first heard about the leasing, the sale,
13    and I made a comment on my Facebook about how people don't
14    understand how the effects would be because it's not them,
15    you know.  It's not them being affected.  And I said, you
16    know, how would they feel if -- if they didn't -- if they
17    couldn't eat shrimp no more, if they couldn't eat that.
18    And then sure enough, look what happened to them down
19    there, those shrimp -- shrimpers down there.  The
20    shrimpers, they are still being affected by what happened.
21              You know, look at what happened in Valdez.  That
22    wasn't even a pipe.  That wasn't a -- that was just a
23    boat.  25 years they couldn't be fishing, toxic waters.
24    Those are places that are connected that have
25    infrastructure or relief, you know.  There is no
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 1    infrastructure set up up here, nothing.  Thousands of
 2    miles out, there is nothing.
 3              And even if there was, you would add on to the
 4    noise pollution.  They track all of the pollution that in
 5    this pristine environment that they don't even know what
 6    might happen.  They don't even know what could happen
 7    to -- to the ecosystem.
 8              For the federal government to sell it in the
 9    first place seems wrong to give some one person, one
10    group, one entity profit, and when it could affect so
11    much, it could devastate so much.  And I have to say, to
12    me, to allow that it looks like a crime against humanity.
13    Humans, humans here, my family, is eating from the ocean.
14    My family is eating from the ocean.  Everybody up here.
15              And it's not the first time the federal
16    government almost let things happen.  I was reading that
17    book on Howard Rock and how they almost got approved to do
18    nuclear bomb to change the land so they could, you know --
19    to test it, to test -- to test up here.  Even there was
20    EPA back then, almost allow it.  And what would have
21    happened if they did?  We wouldn't be here if they did.
22              Together we stand up and they said no.  And they
23    are standing up and they are saying no to this, no matter
24    your profits.  Thank you.
25                    MS. LILY TUZROYLUKE:  Lily Tuzroyluke for
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 1    the record.  Your agency, BOEMRE, has been in the news
 2    lately for corruptions, for corruptions just as recently
 3    as 2010.  Not these people that are sitting in front of
 4    you, but the department that they work for, their
 5    employees were found guilty for taking bribes from oil
 6    companies.  From oil companies.
 7              You stated earlier when this gentleman asked, he
 8    asked what is your -- what is your stance on this issue,
 9    and you said that you are neutral.  You said that you are
10    neutral, that you have to take consideration from both
11    sides.
12              I want to know what assurances happens -- what
13    assurance you can give me or the people here that the same
14    corruptions is not going to be happening again.  I know
15    that there is certain steps that you have been taking, but
16    I just wanted to bring that issue up since that is a
17    concern.  You are here to talk about the supplemental
18    environmental impact statement, and you spoke to the
19    Native village earlier about grading -- upgrading, and it
20    is my belief that your EIS is flawed.  It's extremely
21    flawed.
22              You take a lot of studies.  You do a lot of
23    studies on all the various animals.  We have -- at our
24    office, we have requested information under Freedom of
25    Information Act.  I don't know -- we asked for the
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 1    information.  The first one is between the oil companies
 2    and between BOEMRE, formerly MMS.  There is boxes and
 3    boxes of animal studies, tons of animal studies saying how
 4    the seismic testing, how the exploratory and the
 5    explorations, how that would affect the animals.
 6              But where I see the gaps -- and this is where
 7    the traditional knowledge would come in -- is that you say
 8    how insensitive the animals are, how a bowhead can take up
 9    to X number of vessels, this volume up to an avalanche --
10    I think it's the decibels equal to a volcano eruption,
11    avalanche, and bowhead can withstand that amount of
12    decibels, but as whalers and the experts here, the men and
13    the women here that do whaling, know that bowhead hearing
14    is very sensitive.  It's very sensitive.
15              The other -- the other major flaw that I see,
16    and I'm glad that you have here with you, is you have an
17    editor of the EIS that's -- yes.  There he is.  You take
18    all of the studies, these animal studies, and you get
19    these scientists to find out how this would impact the
20    animals.  Yes, and that is important.  But you don't look
21    at how or it will impact the human population and how it
22    will impact the culture.
23              It seems in our previous -- in previous sites,
24    things like Exxon, the Deepwater Horizon and other places
25    around the world, like the major deltas where there has
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 1    been oil development, it devastates the people.  It
 2    devastates the people.  That's the truth.
 3              And you say that you are here to get the facts,
 4    to find the truth, and the truth is that this will
 5    devastate us.  This will devastate us.  So I just want
 6    to -- I cannot urge enough that you have to dedicate --
 7    you dedicate scientists to look at animals.  You need to
 8    look at the people that are going to be impacted.
 9              That's all.  Thank you.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  All very good comments.
11    Thank you.  Ma'am, would you like an opportunity?  No?
12    Okay.  I'm going to come around the table.  I don't want
13    anyone to be forgotten before I continue on.  Ma'am, would
14    you like another opportunity?
15                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  I'm Aggie
16    Frankson-Henry.  I'm a Tikigagmiu.  I'm from Point Hope.
17    As we all know that our ocean provides -- God provides for
18    us.  Like my Aunt Anna say, that they are given to us when
19    our fathers, grandfathers, uncles, our relatives go out to
20    harvest a marine mammal, even the fowls of the air, the
21    fish in the ocean, it's bountiful.  We are blessed.  And
22    knowing that, within this time period, we will be
23    impacted.  Be ready.
24              There may be a lot of traffic in the air.
25    That's why we didn't see our caribou migrated this last
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 1    year.  There was a lot of traffic because of people up
 2    north were impacted by a lot of studies through the
 3    airway.  A lot of helicopters, planes.  All that, we are
 4    going to be seeing that here.  And when they come in, we
 5    need to try to get some taxes going so that we can at
 6    least get a piece of -- get a dime.  If they come here and
 7    put their equipment on our land, we need to make sure that
 8    we -- we invest from that.  It's going to hurt us.  We
 9    know.  We know once -- once they -- because the leases are
10    sold.
11              Those that are marked up there in the map in
12    gray are supposed to be red.  BOEMRE, or former MMS, sold
13    those leases to the oil companies, and they are still
14    looking for people -- I mean, companies to buy those other
15    leases.  But that's our backyard.
16              We were told when we were children never to mess
17    with the ocean because it's very dangerous, never to even
18    go out there and -- and put your feet in the water because
19    the current can take you away.  We have to respect the
20    ocean.  I was trained to respect the ocean.  And I'm
21    trying to tell my children to respect the ocean so that
22    they, too, will be blessed when they go out to harvest.
23              Mammals, animals, fowl in the air -- we like to
24    eat eider duck.  We like to eat kumaqs.  We like to eat
25    fish, whales, seals because we are blessed.
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 1              We know that the NPRA is not in this map up
 2    here, too.  How many leases have been sold in the NPRA?
 3    Our neighbors up north, they are going to be seeing a big
 4    change.  They are going to be highly regulated.  They are
 5    going to be so polluted that they will ask us how.  What
 6    did we do?  What did you say to them to prevent this from
 7    happening?  We stand up and we said no.
 8              And it's so hard to see our culture, our
 9    traditional way of life in front of us, knowing it might
10    not be there anymore five to ten years from now because we
11    won't be able to celebrate the whale.  But we love to eat
12    the bowhead whale, the beluga whale.  We are whalers.  And
13    we harvest because we were taught by our fathers, our
14    grandfathers, our mothers, our grandmothers, and our
15    forefathers.  We are a rich community.  God blessed our
16    land with a lot of berries every season.  There may be
17    times when there is a drought.
18              As we see today on the news, the violent storms,
19    the -- the flooding that's going on in the Lower 48, their
20    vegetation, their animals, their land is being taken from
21    disaster through Mother Nature.  And now look at us today.
22    That's where all -- you know, we are -- and also in Japan,
23    the big earthquake that happened, and now we are afraid of
24    the radiation that may come into our waters and that we
25    may be affected, too.
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 1              We hurt for people in the Gulf of Mexico,
 2    Louisiana.  We hurt for them, too, because they have a
 3    mom.  They have a dad.  They have children.  They have
 4    grandparents that relied on these resources that put food
 5    on the table.  But then it hurts.  It hurts those
 6    families.
 7              And what did the government do with offshore
 8    that was devastated at the Gulf of Mexico?  How long did
 9    it take them to act and try to clean up the mess?  It's
10    going to be even longer here in the Arctic because it's so
11    sensitive, our ecosystem.  And we are sensitive, too,
12    because we rely.  We rely on what was given to us, the
13    resources.
14              I know we are modernized.  We have a lot of
15    technology, but there is other ways that they can, other
16    ways of -- of trying to provide.  We know that our
17    government has to pay China, but we don't -- we are also
18    impacted by that because of the greed.  But we love our
19    government, too, because we are Americans.
20              But I'm saying no.  I choose no development on
21    the multilease sale Beaufort Sea and Chukchi Sea planning
22    area oil and gas lease sale 209, 212, 217 and 221.  I
23    support alternative one, Beaufort and Chukchi Sea no lease
24    sale.
25              And those of you that are here today, you have
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 1    until July 11th to put in your comments.  There is a
 2    website that you can go to.  I have that in my office if
 3    you need help to put it in writing to these -- to BOEMRE
 4    to help because we know -- we have -- we have Dish.  We
 5    have TV, those of you who likes to watch news like I do.
 6    We see what's going on.
 7              The United States is hurting.  Maybe it's
 8    because we are almost against Israel.  We need to pray for
 9    Israel so that we will be blessed, so God will have us in
10    our favor.  Today here in the Arctic Slope, that's what we
11    do.  Because God has blessed us with these resources in
12    the oceans, in the sea, in the rivers, and in the air.
13              And I hope and pray that the decisionmaker
14    listen to our comments.  We know that this was done from
15    the other previous President of the United States, but the
16    President today, Obama, we know that his term is almost
17    over, but he's given us the opportunity to speak with the
18    federal government, with government-to-government
19    consultation, executive order 175131 so that we can have a
20    voice in our community.
21              We are Tikigagmius.  We will always say our
22    voice.  Thank you.
23                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you for your offer
24    to help people with the regs.gov.  Thank you very much.
25    That was very helpful.  Sir, would you like an
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 1    opportunity?  Back to the Elder table, anyone like to make
 2    another comment?
 3                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  I wish -- I was
 4    wishing that the sea mammals and the animals that would be
 5    affected by these offshore drilling activities were here
 6    to testify with us, you know.  It is meaningful because
 7    they provide -- they provide us the food from the ocean.
 8    And my question is, who will make the final decision on
 9    what's going to happen after all the impact statements are
10    taken care of and the testimonies?
11                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The Secretary of the
12    Interior.
13                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Is it the federal
14    government --
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes.
16                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  -- or the United
17    States Supreme Court or MMS?
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  No.  It's the Secretary
19    of the Interior, Ken Salazar.  He makes the final
20    decision.
21                    MR. LEO KINNEEVEAUK:  Ken Salazar?
22                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, sir.
23                    MS. DORCUS ROCK:  I oppose on the lease
24    sale, too, and the reason on that is I was thinking about
25    it.  I read this one book about those Indians when the
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 1    federal government took their land from them and, you
 2    know, the good Lord really, he won't take our water from
 3    us, God willing.
 4              You know, we have food -- we have food shortage
 5    a lot of times, and you go in my refrigerator or my
 6    freezer, you are not going to find no White Man's food in
 7    there.  It's all Eskimo food.  And that's provided from
 8    what people give me or when we go out to hunt.  And that's
 9    how we live.
10              So you think -- think about you our children and
11    our grandchildren.  If you think about that, it's real
12    hard.  I heard everybody being against it, so I hope the
13    Secretary of the Interior will think twice about it before
14    they do anything.  You know, it's our land, our water, our
15    sea.  And I remember that one man that mentioned that
16    hunger knows no law.  We are not going to go to that
17    extinct -- we are not going to go that far, but the
18    testimonies of these people, I hope they really listen to
19    what they are saying.  It's from the heart.  They are
20    saying that from their heart, and that's what I'm doing,
21    too, the same thing.
22              That's the only way we provide our food.  I
23    can't go to the store.  If I did, I have to spend, 2-,
24    $300 just to get what I need.  And you know, when you buy
25    meat -- did you go to the store to see how much the meats
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 1    are?  They are about $18 a pound.  You think about that.
 2              You got to think about all the testimonies of
 3    these people.  You got to think about it from your heart;
 4    not just by looking at them, but from the heart.  I really
 5    hope that you do listen to us because I know that the good
 6    Lord will be with us.  And I hope the Secretary of the
 7    Interior will think twice before he signs that paper.
 8              Money is not really anything, you know, when you
 9    think about it.  It is a lot of times, but money is not
10    anything compared to our food that we get.  The men hunt
11    for it, too.  It's not easy for them to be out there
12    hunting.  If you ever tried going out to go hunt like they
13    do, I don't think you would last a week, but they -- they
14    dare through that just so we would have food on the table.
15    I just wanted to say that.  Thank you.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
17                    MR. EARL KINGIK:  It's been a long battle
18    since 2008.  A lot of things happened between 2008 and
19    now.  A lot of meetings, a lot of planning, a lot of
20    development talk.  Our corporation, ASRC; our cousins,
21    Olgoonik Corporation, and other corporations are getting
22    involved with oil development without your guys'
23    knowledge.
24              We don't know what's been happening, but we
25    would like to ask the government to do investigation on
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 1    what's been happening since the Native Village of Point
 2    Hope said no to offshore activity.  Point Hope is not new
 3    to this.  It's been years and years and years from my
 4    father was alive, my uncle [indiscernible] and all these
 5    other people, my mother, all these people that attend
 6    these meetings because the government want to go out to
 7    the ocean we love the most.  And all these years they have
 8    been saying no but, still, the government come back again
 9    and ask the same thing, could we do some lease sales in
10    that area.
11              And as we had a president by the name of George
12    Bush, the George Bush era has disappeared.  George Bush
13    wanted development in the Arctic.  George Bush got a big
14    donation from oil companies to become president.  So you
15    see, George Bush wanted to do development right away.
16              I thank Native Village of Point Hope for passing
17    a resolution opposing offshore activity in the Chukchi and
18    the Beaufort.  A lot of things are happening.  This past
19    week they called an Arctic Summit.  Any of our people is
20    attending that Arctic Summit?  There was another big
21    meeting I got invited to.  It was Shell Oil, Shell Oil
22    meeting with Chamber of Commerce talking about the
23    Chukchi, talking about development.  And where is our
24    people?  A lot of meetings happening since 2008.
25              I would like to be home, but I love you people.
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 1    I love our way of life, and that's the only way I can keep
 2    up with this very hot issue that's in front of our
 3    community.  After listening tonight, we gave you strong
 4    encouragement to even fight harder to let you guys know
 5    100 percent that attended this meeting is against offshore
 6    activity.
 7              The biggest scare is an oil spill.  They said
 8    there is no danger in shallow water like the Deepwater
 9    Horizon.  I had a chance to go visit the Deep Horizon
10    [sic] oil spill.  I had a chance to witness what I always
11    been talking about if there was an oil spill.  I had a
12    chance to feel the crude oil that the birds and the
13    alligators and the fish got into.
14              So you see, we should all oppose offshore
15    activity.  It's too precious to give away.  We always look
16    forward to see qinu come every fall.  We call it our very
17    first ice.  But if there is any oil spill, we will see
18    black crude coming like qinu like the fresh ice that goes
19    to Point Hope every fall, and we don't want that to
20    happen.
21              There is no proven science technology to clean
22    oil spill.  Let the record know that Point Hope says there
23    is no proven technology.  Science can't prove that.
24              Salazar, we have many meetings with him.
25    Echohawk, we have many meetings with them.  EPA
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 1    Washington, D.C., we have many meetings with them.  And we
 2    have meetings with Senators and Congressmen.  We got
 3    friends that always happens get votes to fight against the
 4    offshore activity in the Arctic.
 5              So you see, we are not alone because the tribe
 6    is very powerful.  We have got a Constitution of the
 7    United States, thanks to Jackson [sic].  We foster and
 8    protect our way of life.  We got to understand that.  We
 9    got to stick together.  Without to sticking together,
10    things will happen.  When we stick together, things always
11    happen in a good way.
12              Just remember, Point Hope should say no, no, no
13    to offshore activity.  Thank you.
14                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Earl.  I'm
15    not going to forget this side of the room.  Ma'am?
16                    MS. LILLIAN LANE:  Lillian Lane.  Call me
17    Anna.  As I was sitting here and wondering what else I
18    should say, my mom called me.  She just came back from
19    Kotzebue.  She's doing well, praise God.  She said I had
20    other plans to do something else tonight, and that was
21    church.  I love to go to church.  And Mom said there was a
22    very important meeting that's going on.  You need to go
23    and voice.  You need to go voice.  You need to go say
24    something.
25              So when she put that on me, I had no choice but
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 1    to come here and say what my heart says, wants me to say.
 2    Like others, my freezers are filled with ducks, muktuk,
 3    walrus, oogruk, agvik, seal oil.
 4              I don't want to -- I don't want to see seas on
 5    account of man-made mistake, technical mistake.  I love to
 6    eat my mikigaq.  I love to eat my meat.
 7              I told myself I'm just going to say a few words,
 8    and that will be it.  But right now, my heart is speaking.
 9    Ever since the Man of No Color has set foot on our
10    society, there has been changes.  Majority of the time
11    it's bad changes.  They have hurt our people, physical,
12    mentally, spiritually.  We are tired of being pushed
13    around, being told what to do.  Enough is enough.
14              Our brave men who set their -- set themselves
15    out in the ocean to catch what they could catch -- and
16    they have been very successful this year.  God has blessed
17    us mightily.  Once again, I -- from the bottom of my
18    heart, from the bottom of my heart we plead and we beg
19    that you don't allow to do this to us.  They have done
20    enough to us.
21              You folks out there don't know what it's like to
22    live out here.  You have to come out here and live it, to
23    understand what we go through.
24              Like my boy, he's out there hunting right now.
25    I encourage him to go hunting.  I want my freezers filled
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 1    as much as I can get.  We not only feed ourselves, but for
 2    the community.  We share.  This is a sharing community.
 3    We give first and take whatever is left over.  And still
 4    our freezers are full, whether they be in the ice cellar
 5    or the new freezers.
 6              I don't know what else I can say more because to
 7    beg and plead, I don't usually beg or plead, but this time
 8    I am.  I am.  I don't beg or plead.  It's for the good of
 9    our people.
10              But thank you for coming again and listening to
11    our comments.  And I hope they really take it to heart and
12    understand, truly understand where we are coming from
13    before they make this decision whether to do it or not to
14    do it.
15              Thank you.  Lillian Lane.
16                    MS. EVA LONG:  I know I said no to that
17    paper.  I'm Eva Long and I'm against offshore whaling
18    [sic].  Thank you.  Offshore drilling.  I like whaling.
19                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  First of all, I want
20    to say my name is Caroline Cannon.  And tonight I wanted
21    to listen because it's the people that gives us direction
22    as leaders what to say.  We carry the message behind our
23    back.  And I just want to commend everyone tonight for
24    speaking from your hearts.  Many times I carry that
25    luggage.
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 1              When I leave from here with the plane and I get
 2    to Kotzebue, there is times I visualize an oil rig.  There
 3    is times I visualize black ice.  There is times I cry.  I
 4    ask many times, why me?  Why me?  There is leaders in the
 5    community with many long knowledge, wisdom.  A gift that
 6    can reach out to the people in English or in Inupiaq.
 7              There are many times I miss my children's
 8    birthdays, anniversaries, but tonight I am very pleased to
 9    hear; tonight I am so blessed because it's the same
10    message.
11              We envision the ocean with the rigs.  I have a
12    little reminder from a friend from Valdez, a jar full of
13    their rocks with the oil, the black oil, and they just dug
14    that not too long ago.  That is my reminder I keep in my
15    room.  We are blessed with three whales this year.  We had
16    the opportunity to see many things happening within our --
17    in our -- in front of us.  A lot of joy.
18              And yet we know how damaging it can be if there
19    is one drop -- one drop oil -- I mean, oil drop.  We know
20    how damaging that can be.  That can be forever.
21              I grew up with five brothers, so I never really
22    had a chance to put five gallons into our tank.  But one
23    time my brothers weren't home.  Mom said I had to go put
24    stove oil in our tank, and I cooveed.  I spilled.  I
25    cooveed, and I saw that oil go straight to the snow
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 1    rapidly.  And that five gallons was valuable to my
 2    parents.  That little drop was valuable to our household.
 3    And it broke my heart.  I couldn't contain it.  It spill.
 4    It went directly to the ground.
 5              So knowing that, at that time I didn't know that
 6    that would educate me, somewhat help me to know how
 7    crucial or how -- how the materials is as a liquid.
 8              So I just want to say that I am so blessed to
 9    hear people coming forward.  I'm always speaking them out.
10    I'm not trying to put myself up, but when I visit Elders
11    and they bless me, keep on, keep on.  And we are facing
12    our own people.  Our own people.
13              It's hard, but tonight is a critical meeting.
14    We have schedules which we shared with -- we had a meeting
15    with the group earlier.  And we shared that our
16    calendar -- our subsistence way of life evolves on the
17    weather.  We can't program and say we are going to catch
18    oogruks in two weeks.  We can't program this and say we
19    are going to go with this.  We have to do it while it's
20    available, while it's here.  A lot of us want to be out
21    there, but I'm glad that we have some people here.  Many
22    times have we had meetings, and there is only a handful.
23              And I envision our rich heritage, our culture
24    and the live berries if we don't speak up when it's
25    already too late.  But I'm so grateful that we had
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 1    mentors, the people before us, our Elders, that were vocal
 2    that liked to say their piece, our mentors that protected
 3    our land, our ocean.  They cared.  There is many -- and
 4    yet at that time they cared, but they weren't -- they
 5    weren't given compensation.  No meeting fees.
 6              A lot of times we have to travel with what
 7    little we have in our pocket.  If you go to D.C., you
 8    can't get anywhere without a cab.  There are hotels.  You
 9    think it's ridiculous here in Alaska; $200 a night in
10    Anchorage during the summer rate?  It's 3-, $400 over
11    there.  What little money you have, if they put you in
12    a -- in a hotel, you're going to see little critters
13    because we can't afford that.  We can't afford that
14    lifestyle.  But it's critical that we have a voice.
15              I just want to say thank you.  Thank you for
16    opening the doors because these doors were shut before.
17    Believe me, they were shut.  There are open doors now.
18    There is opportunities for Native tribes to get up and
19    speak and to be recognized.  Sometimes you feel like you
20    are walking the trail by yourself when you don't have
21    nothing.  But it has to be heard.  You have to be heard
22    irregardless.
23              Remember the big issue about those coupons on
24    the beds not too long ago?  Many times we have to sleep in
25    a hotel that's not even worth it.  Don't want to even get
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 1    inside the blankets because that's how it looks.
 2    Sometimes it's filthy.  Who in their right mind would
 3    travel for five or six days?
 4              There are times you can barely get 300.  People
 5    think we make money.  We don't.  We are a tribal
 6    government with very little.  I know someone had made a
 7    comment many times in our meetings that it's just like
 8    pennies.  But you know what?  The reward is so big when
 9    you land a whale, the reward is so great when you have
10    that celebration, when you recognize that child that was
11    born this year, when you see an Elder crying from their
12    heart, quuyah.  The reward is so great.
13              Many times we speak.  We testify over and over
14    and over again.  But it's through your prayers that we are
15    able to stand firm.  Our mentors and our God (Speaking in
16    Inupiaq), the whaling captains, the umialiks back in the
17    day.  But with honor, with respect.  And it is because of
18    them we are standing here today.
19              I get curious many times as I travel, why aren't
20    they including the coastal villages such as Savoonga,
21    Gambell, Kivalina?  Because it's those three villages,
22    when they see me on the road or when they see me in the
23    airport or wherever, they come and thank me.  They don't
24    go to their villages to go get their -- to get their
25    public comments, but they are -- they are being impacted.
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 1    We need to include them.  I don't have -- I don't know
 2    their -- their background.  I know the walrus is crucial
 3    to them, to Savoonga and Diomede for the covering of the
 4    boat.  That's all I know.  But at one time they used to
 5    come here with boats to celebrate with us.
 6              There is a lot of issues that were said tonight,
 7    a lot of critical ones, but I just want to commend --
 8    commend the BOEMRE -- sometimes we say bummer.  But thanks
 9    for taking this time and giving us the adequate time as
10    you go around a circle.  I heard many, many, many
11    heartfelt testimonies coming from your heart because I
12    feel like this is one of the last meetings that's going to
13    occur.  We have to exercise our rights as human beings.
14              I don't want my great-grandkids to go to the
15    library and say oh, my amua did this.  Did they really do
16    this?  No.  I want them to have that opportunity to
17    practice what we do today.
18              I just thank you all for saying and coming and
19    saying your piece.  I felt it tonight like never before.
20    But I stress that you need to go to the other villages,
21    the villages that I mentioned that are being impacted.  I
22    know July is just around the corner, but it's critical
23    that they be heard.  Nome needs to be one station, one
24    area.  They have whaling communities in that area.
25              Climate change is one thing that we are seeing
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 1    firsthand (Speaking in Inupiaq).  Our weather has changed,
 2    the ice condition, you name it.  But I don't want to echo
 3    what everybody has been saying.  There is a lot of good
 4    statements.  I came here tonight.  And we would like to
 5    see the reports.  We want it on the Internet.  We wanted
 6    to be able to have access to it because where is Point
 7    Hope.
 8              And I'm just grateful that there is a whaling
 9    captain's wife over here.  She said this land is my land.
10    To see her grandkids here, when you have tutichiats, I
11    visit her house and I see her grandkids.  Many grandkids.
12    So I was thankful that the Lord blessed them with a whale,
13    the hard work it takes to land a whale to prepare.
14              I'm thankful for the Kinneeveauks.  I'm thankful
15    for the Lanes, the Killigvuks, that we were able to
16    celebrate the true meaning of being a (Speaking in
17    Inupiaq), and to share with our brothers and sisters
18    hagmaktus [Inupiaq ph].  I want to thank my uma Leo for
19    coming home and sharing his knowledge with the songs that
20    he has that we have yet to learn because they are so
21    precious in our hearts.  They are so, so -- so much who we
22    are.
23              I said enough, but again, I want to thank
24    everyone for coming.  Taikuu.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very, very
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 1    much.  Sir, would you like another opportunity?
 2                    UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  (Shakes head.)
 3                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Ma'am?
 4                    MS. MARGARET OKTOLLIK:  Hi, I'm Margaret
 5    Oktollik, and I'm against offshore drilling, and it is --
 6    I haven't been home for many years, and it is good to go
 7    home to the whaling tradition, and it is a very -- it
 8    describes the whale spread around the whole village,
 9    and it's going to hurt when they do the drilling and
10    it's -- I don't know why they choose this place right now
11    because I grew up here in Point Hope.  And I -- we live
12    off the shore and the land.  And I don't know why it's
13    coming right now.
14              My kids are learning the tradition, too, and
15    it's -- the tradition is the main culture around here in
16    Point Hope.  This is the oldest village in Point Hope --
17    in Alaska.  We -- it's -- it's -- it's -- this place is
18    critical right now.  I mean, I don't know.  It's fine to
19    be home and it's good to see everybody sharing, everybody
20    getting along.  And the community is still the same, and I
21    hope it stays this way.  And I want my kids to see how
22    much it is to love one another and share with one another
23    and care for each and every one.  My kids really love
24    being home.  I'm against everything.  I'm done.
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Ma'am, would
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 1    you like another comment, please?
 2                    MS. SALLY KILLIGVUK:  My husband is a
 3    whaling captain.  You know, I was thinking while you guys
 4    were all talking about money and having food in the
 5    freezer.  Every time we have money, we spend it and the
 6    next day you have no more money.  But you still have the
 7    food of -- the Native food that we share through the
 8    villages everywhere.  All over the Alaska peoples trying
 9    the mikigaq and everything.  If I was a millionaire, I
10    would have every one of these poor little people go to
11    every meeting you guys have.
12              But, you know, the only thing I'm proud to be,
13    to tell you guys the truth, that I love to be Native
14    American to share our traditional ways.  And I will fight
15    for what we are doing right now.  And when we teach our
16    kids how to say no when the bad things are -- when we have
17    bad things, we say no.
18              And this -- these things we are trying to say
19    no, which you guys can't hear.  And we are trying to tell
20    you guys over and over, no means no.  Like we always teach
21    our kids, no, you can't do this.  But what's the use?  You
22    guys have to open your ears and open your hearts because
23    you know -- but every time we have money we spend it, but
24    we still have the Native foods with us for the rest of our
25    lives.  We can't change.
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 1              And the ocean -- you guys eat, too.  Like the
 2    fish, like the shrimp, crabs.  You guys eat those things,
 3    too.  It hurts you peoples, too.  Not only us, because you
 4    guys love to eat those things, too.  And I -- you know,
 5    common sense that you have to use, too.
 6              But I respect each and every one of you guys and
 7    the ones that are fighting for us, like Caroline and
 8    Oktollik, to fight for us.  And we are making them strong
 9    to respect them.  We pay for them to help us.  But they
10    are -- they are doing their best, but we pray for them to
11    be strong for us because we can't do it.  And I respect
12    them, for them peoples to doing that for us.  And you
13    know, we said no.
14              And thank you.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.
16    Would you like to make a comment?  You okay?  Okay.  Thank
17    you.  Would you like to make a comment?  Okay.
18              Well, it's getting late but, then, again, I want
19    to make sure everybody feels their voice was heard.  This
20    is important.  So is there anybody else that would like to
21    raise their hand and say something?  I mean, I don't want
22    to exclude anyone.
23                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  We heard a lot that
24    was said earlier.  There were a lot of points that were
25    made, and really valid points.  We need jobs.  We need


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 81


 1    this oil.  We don't like being poor.  We expect to be
 2    respected.  Treat us like everyone else.  This is not
 3    Ecuador.  Those people had their oil stolen right from
 4    under them.  They had to go to the UN.  So did we.  And
 5    the UN combined Ecuador and us together in regards to
 6    discrimination against indigenous peoples.  Five
 7    transnational corporations through their resolution that
 8    they passed in 1989 and did their investigation, and we
 9    responded.
10              Our issue was Prudhoe Bay at that time.  We
11    didn't get a chance to talk about offshore, but we did
12    indicate what our impacts were with that Prudhoe Bay.  The
13    impacts on those animals that live up there, the birds
14    that live up there, the migratory life.  And we were very
15    thorough about the impacts that had taken place back then.
16    There were 200 holes in that Trans-Alaska Pipeline back
17    then.  And the person who blew the whistle was persecuted.
18    And this was testified before.
19              But getting back to jobs, oil, opportunities,
20    business, and they talk about that place up there.  I have
21    been working for a village corporation since 1983.  I had
22    to be involved with title recovery in regards to those
23    people that had filed for Native allotments as their own
24    from the federal government.  They almost did not get any
25    of their allotments on the coast because the federal
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 1    government said it is valuable for oil and gas.  And that
 2    is reserved to the United States.  And if you have got
 3    evidence otherwise, please provide it to us.  Naturally,
 4    we did, but they made that statement.  So there is oil
 5    here on shore.
 6              In 1980, the Alaska Lands Interest Conservation
 7    Lands Act [sic], ANILCA they call it, mandated an
 8    inventory of every square inch of Alaska.  What minerals
 9    are there?  What oil is there?  Did they let us know?  No,
10    they didn't let us know where everything is.  They want
11    to -- they wanted us not to know because of this
12    competitive arrangement, competition, intellectual
13    property.  But we have oil here.  We need to know in order
14    to make a clear decision.
15              Is it really the end of the world when there is
16    more than 50 years of oil in the Lower 48 for the whole
17    country?  Tar sands and shale oil.  What about Prudhoe
18    Bay, the Shuvlik formation, the shale there, which will
19    last and keep that pipeline alive through 2074 at 660,000
20    barrels a day then.
21              And we got this impression that was hitting us
22    hard in the year 2000 during the Bush Administration's
23    last phases.  This is a crisis.  We got no oil.  What are
24    we going to do?  And a couple of Senators and Congressmen
25    stand up and say, hey, wait a minute.  There is 62,000,000


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 83


 1    acres that are leased now.  And you are not even touching
 2    it?  And you want to go offshore over there?  You want to
 3    go offshore in California?  We said no to that.  But you
 4    still want to do it, and yet you have 62,000,000 acres
 5    sitting right there leased, and it's not being developed.
 6              What's wrong with this picture?  Is there a
 7    national security issue?  Is there a problem?  There is
 8    all this controversial propaganda, whatever, that's being
 9    pressed upon us without true facts as to exactly what is
10    there.  Naturally we brought it up to the oil companies
11    when they come in our doors and we close the door and they
12    sit around and talk and have tea with us, business.  And
13    we say, hey, wait a minute, there is oil right there.  How
14    come you don't want that?  There is nothing there.  It's
15    over there, but not here.  Which is a finite lie.  And why
16    did they lie?  Because that oil over there is free.  There
17    is no tax.
18              As a matter of fact, there was incentives until
19    Obama said, hey, wait a minute, there is something wrong
20    with this picture.  We are paying you guys to take this
21    oil, you know.  How are we going to deal with our deficit?
22              So we have all this oil on shore, and these oil
23    companies running around with their temptation, that
24    apple.  And they are even picking on our leadership, our
25    business and saying that's the only way to go when we
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 1    haven't really got a clear picture what we really are --
 2    what we really have here.
 3              This area is the largest oil patch in the world.
 4    We are sitting on a bowl.  The edge of the bowl is Point
 5    Hope, Wainwright, Point Lay.  And it's being sucked from
 6    the middle, not from the edge.  And we are left with
 7    nothing, because it's being stolen from over here from
 8    next door way far away.  They really should deal with what
 9    there is now and what you can deal with now and quit
10    messing around with stuff that we can't deal with.  There
11    is no technology to clean up oil in broken ice.
12              Did you see those pictures from the Norway
13    study, from the Canadian MacKenzie study?  Those ice were
14    far apart from each other, lots of water, no wind.  Great
15    job.  We can do it.  I looked at satellite photos all year
16    looking at the ice formations.  We had a tough year.  All
17    the way from Barrow to here, that ice really moved around.
18    There would have been no way to clean up.  We just finally
19    lost some of this ice just recently.  It's been stuck for
20    a while.
21              Our businesses have opportunities, but they are
22    being abused by oil companies for gold instead of silver,
23    as a figure of speech.  The technology is not for the
24    offshore yet, but the technology sure is for onshore.  If
25    the federal government has told me this is valuable for
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 1    oil and gas, then let's deal with it here before we even
 2    go offshore.  Work on that technology because the
 3    technology has not changed through Arctic research,
 4    through the National Science Foundation, over the years
 5    has not changed at all.  They have to be forced into it or
 6    something to come out with a way to deal with this.
 7              I don't know if you remember the Santa Barbara
 8    accident in the '60s, but the depth of that accident is
 9    the very same depth as that -- those areas over there, 150
10    feet deep.  And when that thing leaked, it tore the
11    ground, and you can't plug a torn ground.  And how fast
12    did that oil spread in 150 feet of water versus a mile?
13    It went fast.  Did they actually clean it up?  Did they
14    plug it?  That's what we are faced with here.
15              This is shallow water, and there is talk about
16    weakening and streamlining regulations on shallow water.
17    That was on the news today.  That's what they want to do.
18    But it's shallow water.  It's like an hourglass.  And I
19    don't see how that was missed.  But at the same time,
20    there is oil on shore outside of the petroleum reserve.
21    Our businesses should have control over that.  That was
22    why they were formed with that relationship with the
23    federal government under this forceful Alaska Native
24    Claims Settlement Act, with that partnership arrangement
25    for the economic opportunity for that corporation and ours
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 1    to do it in our impacted areas per testimony back then
 2    with that expectation.  But these oil companies got in the
 3    way and attempt offshore.
 4              And it really gives you a picture with regards
 5    to what Alaska has said, what the governor has said.  And
 6    what is his background?  A lobbyist for oil companies.
 7    Even though we get nothing out of it, he say we are going
 8    to get jobs.  It's a good thing.  When that pipeline runs
 9    through, it runs through the National Petroleum Reserve.
10              Is it taxable by the North Slope Borough?  No.
11    It's federal property.  Is it taxable by the tribe?  Yes.
12    But has the tribe practiced it?  No.  Has there been
13    technical assistance to make it happen?  No.  Has it been
14    through court rulings that ruled in favor of that tribal
15    government?  Yes.  Has there been technical assistance
16    provided?  No.  To make it happen as the
17    government-to-government in regards to delegation of
18    authority as a government-to-government.
19              We are equal, almost like clones, whether we
20    like it or not.  And we share that responsibility.  But
21    there is so much oil that's on shore.  BP just purchased
22    property next to the pipeline, 30-some-odd thousand acres.
23    And that oil there is, what, 17,000,000,000 barrels, which
24    will last us until 2074.  At 660 [sic] barrels in 2074.
25              And so we keep hearing from personnel from the
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 1    federal government that we have a national security
 2    problem.  This is an urgent issue.  We need this oil.  But
 3    at the same time, we are hearing these other things, which
 4    nobody really knows about.  I mean, I have to beg to
 5    Google to get that information and see and talk to other
 6    people to see what's going on while we still haven't seen
 7    what ANILCA has provided on that mandate of inventory of
 8    the land.
 9              So there isn't -- we have no oil.  It's just
10    that there was interest that was shown.  When you look at
11    those technical reports that were done in the '70s, you
12    notice that there is an interesting trend in regards to
13    location.  Nome, Kotzebue, Cook Inlet, Aleutians.  And who
14    did them?  KPMG, an accounting company.  Are they
15    trustworthy?  What did they focus on?  Were their
16    biological studies accurate?  And how much did they focus
17    on that?
18              There are over 50 technical reports that were
19    provided by your website that I tried to look through.
20    There were three for the Navarin Basin, maybe one or two
21    for the Nome area, one or two for Kotzebue, about
22    20-some-odd for the Beaufort, maybe six for the Hope
23    Basin, Point Hope area.  The Point Hope area was focusing
24    on Kotzebue information because we refused to cooperate.
25    So there is technical missing information.  Whether -- you


Midnight Sun Court Reporters







Page 88


 1    know, I mean, that information needs to be looked at and
 2    taken seriously.
 3              In regards to technical knowledge or
 4    intellectual knowledge or intellectual property, Brown &
 5    Associates, who is your contractor, had only gone to Point
 6    Lay for the Hope basin sale 193.  They did not get
 7    information from Wainwright or Point Hope for the Hope
 8    basin sale 193.  Point Lay was the only source for EPA.  I
 9    don't know if Brown & Associates worked for anyone else,
10    but they did admit to EPA -- admit that that was what they
11    got when they started talking about their permits, water,
12    air.
13              We have the right for taxation.  The situation
14    that we are faced with doesn't make any sense.  The State
15    is literally trying to give away its oil because of this
16    offshore situation.  And the governor is getting whipped
17    for trying to do it.  Say, hey, wait a minute, man, you
18    are giving it away.  We are paying 80 cents on the dollar
19    for you to drill oil.  We are reimbursing you 80 cents on
20    the dollar here in Alaska on shore.  And we are willing to
21    give you even more.  And that's when the governor got
22    slapped around.
23              But I truly believe that there is oil here on
24    shore.  I don't know why they are not going after that.
25    It's safer.  For all we know, it's more than what ANWR
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 1    has.  And this is outside of the petroleum reserve.  We
 2    are not even talking about Kotzebue, Fairbanks.
 3              Their situation is -- is an interesting one; so
 4    is ours.  We have to give 70 percent away.  Are we going
 5    to deal with that?  Have you ever decided to give away 70
 6    percent of your paycheck to someone else?  That's what we
 7    are faced with.  Onshore.
 8              And if the government is willing to reimburse us
 9    for that, then maybe you got something going.  But still
10    our government -- our businesses should have an
11    opportunity to develop what is theirs onshore and not be
12    told by these oil companies that's the way to go.  You
13    don't have any oil.  Well, that might not even be true.
14    We need to know what the real facts are because I don't
15    know what they are.  I'm trying to understand.
16                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Excuse me.  Can we
17    have some water or something?  We are getting dry.
18                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  I think we are going to
19    have to take a short break.  Let's take a short break
20    here.  And I know our recorder needs to take a break, too.
21    So let's take a ten-minute break.  And if people want to
22    make additional comments, we can come back.
23               (A break was taken.)
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Okay.  I know it's late,
25    and people have been here a long time.  And we probably --
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 1    I know we should have had the break sooner.  I didn't
 2    realize that the coffee maker is locked up.  And I asked
 3    where is the coffee, and the coffee maker is locked up.
 4    Next time we will know they have the room unlocked with
 5    the coffee maker to make the --
 6                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Just tell the oil
 7    companies to send us pop and water.
 8                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  The oil company?
 9                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Yes.
10                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They can do that.  I
11    can't.  But then I will be breaking the law if I drank
12    their coffee.  Okay.  We went around the room once.  We
13    had the names.  We asked for anybody who wanted to speak.
14    I want to make sure no one leaves here feeling they didn't
15    have a chance to express the way they feel.  So right now
16    if anybody else would like to speak, I want to make sure
17    no one feels they didn't -- they didn't get it on the
18    table here.  This is important.  Going once.
19                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'm just curious how
20    much weight bearing are these hearings for the Secretary
21    of Interior when he makes his decisions?  Is he going to
22    be reading all of these comments?  Is he going to be aware
23    of how we feel?  Is he going to get this totally in
24    writing in front of him in black and white?
25                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  My understanding is --
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 1    they are the experts.  We take everything verbatim.  There
 2    is also summaries prepared.  They are available to the
 3    Secretary and the staff.  Whatever format they want it in,
 4    the Secretary and staff, we provide it.  We make sure the
 5    verbatim transcripts are available, summaries are
 6    available, everything.  And once you pass it up the chain,
 7    we only have so much influence.  But one thing we have to
 8    focus on is to make sure no matter what is said, whatever
 9    is recorded is available and put on the table.  I mean, we
10    can promise you that.  That's our job.  There was
11    another --
12                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  Does the Secretary
13    ever make a comment?  I mean does he ever -- about the
14    concern at that they made, does he ever talk about -- does
15    he ever talk?  I mean --
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Yes, he has talked among
17    his staff.  Sometime he will --
18                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  But we never hear
19    from him.
20                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  They send us.  And I
21    will take the message back that you want to hear from him.
22                    MS. ERMA HUNNICUTT:  I want to know what
23    he have to say after he listen to all the comments.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Leo, do you want to say
25    something?
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 1                    MS. AGGIE FRANKSON-HENRY:  Aggie
 2    Frankson-Henry, for the record.  My question is on seismic
 3    testing.  When did they start seismic testing in the
 4    Chukchi Sea and Bering Sea?  Who gave them the permits to
 5    do seismic testing?  What effects does it have on -- on
 6    people, on the Inupiat people?  And what effects does it
 7    have on the marine mammals?  What marine mammals die from
 8    seismic testing?  Those are my questions because we rely
 9    on those resources, and the marine mammals rely on those
10    resources such as plankton and all the other bottomless
11    sea creatures.  I see pictures of seismic testing and what
12    it does in the bottomless ocean floor.
13              And why can't people look back when they are
14    doing seismic testing?  Is it -- is it caused by
15    radiation?  What is the scientific knowledge of scientific
16    testing and the effects it has and the impact it has
17    within the coastal communities of the Arctic Slope?
18              We need to know about seismic testing.  We need
19    to know these, and we need these answers back in black and
20    white.  Like from -- like -- like we need to hear also
21    from the input of the environmental impact statements, the
22    final decisionmaker, his comments on our comments.  We
23    haven't -- you know, it's -- it's really important.  It's
24    really important to know because we know how many
25    decibels -- how many decibels does it -- does it impact
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 1    the marine mammals?  How many decibels does it take to
 2    impact the creatures in the bottom of the sea?  Does it do
 3    something to the bowhead whale's stomach, seismic testing?
 4    Does it pop the drum, eardrums of the seals?
 5              It's like standing -- to me it would be standing
 6    in this building with a lot of speakers in a concert,
 7    maybe even more.  I don't know how many -- I mean, put
 8    that by a whale.  Let us have a picture of all those
 9    speakers that, you know, that affects the marine mammals.
10    We need to know these things.  Who gives them the right to
11    do seismic testing?  How come they never come to our
12    community so that we can oppose seismic testing along the
13    coastal communities?  These are important.  And we know
14    that offshore development, if it doesn't come, you know --
15              Our mayor -- I support the mayor of the North
16    Slope Borough.  He's getting really worried now within his
17    statements in the -- in the newspapers today in -- in ADN
18    or Arctic Sounder, you know, with -- what do they call
19    that?  It's within the communities along the -- the Arctic
20    and the other communities within that one, that the State
21    of Alaska did not pass or it didn't go into -- the coastal
22    management zone.  Yes.  No, that's --
23              Can BOEMRE try to help us and ask the governor
24    or go to the State of Alaska to encourage them that we
25    need to be heard, the coastal communities within the
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 1    coastal management zone?  Is it possible?  We know we get
 2    our education when we go to elementary school, high
 3    school, and further on our education.  And they are all
 4    federally and State funded, along with our housing.  And
 5    now we are seeing all this devastation in the Lower 48
 6    because of tornadoes or hurricanes or flooding now.  And
 7    we really do hurt for the people down there.  We really
 8    care.  And I think that the federal government should care
 9    like they should care for us, too, that are going to be
10    highly impacted if there is an oil spill.
11              Thank you.
12                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much.  On
13    this side of the room, any other comments before I go back
14    to that side of the room?
15                    MS. LILLIAN AANAURAQ LANE:  Lillian
16    Aanauraq Lane.  I think the bottom line of all of this is
17    that if anything is going to harm our animals out in the
18    ocean, and once that is harmed, it will affect -- it will
19    have an effect on -- a ripple effect on everything that
20    depends on them.  And we don't want that to happen.
21                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  I walk way
22    back there.  Anybody else over here or back here?  As I
23    walk back to this side of the room, it looks like we are
24    getting ready to wrap this up.  Everybody is tired.
25                    MS. PEGGY FRANKSON:  I'd like to invite
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 1    every one of you over to my home even before you fly out
 2    tonight, if you are flying tonight.  Look in my freezers.
 3    You are going to see all what's in my freezers.  That's
 4    all going to be Eskimo food.  You will see my big family
 5    and, without that, we wouldn't -- we would be in so much
 6    poverty, we would be starving to death.
 7              I mean, I want you to go back and tell the
 8    Secretary of Interior that we -- we depend on these --
 9    these animals, these mammals, all of our sea mammals to
10    eat every single day of our lives.  It's -- my kids are
11    raised on it.  I mean, my husband hunts them.  Our family
12    hunts them.  You know, I invite every one of you to go
13    look in my freezer.  Everybody else in this community, I'm
14    sure they would give you that same offer.  Their freezers
15    are full of Eskimo food, nothing else.
16                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you.  Thank you.
17    Jack, did I see your hand?
18                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  Jack Schaefer again.
19    Seismic, now that it was touched on.  There is an
20    exemption for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service and the
21    National Marine Fisheries Service on addressing impacts
22    and having public hearings and doing something about their
23    authorizations for incidental take and the impacts on
24    animals for seismic activities.  Native Village of Point
25    Hope went to court three years in a row and lost three
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 1    years in a row because when the judge made a decision, the
 2    season was over and it was moot.
 3              But seismic testing has started in the '70s.
 4    And then it continued on for a nine-year program from 1980
 5    to 1989.  And they did 2-D seismic from the Canadian
 6    border all the way to Point Hope, every square inch.  At
 7    that very same time we were dealing with the United
 8    Nations on the impacts of animals also doing one on Red
 9    Dog Mine.  There was something like seven out of ten seals
10    that were sinking in the winter.  They were skinny.  They
11    don't sink, but they were malnourished.  And we reported
12    that to the UN and then we were distracted by this Project
13    Chariot issue cleanup.  So we were never able to follow
14    through on that issue.
15              Now, it took a while for them to recover.  And
16    now we have gone through another three years of the
17    seismic stuff.  And there is still more to go.
18              Someone had asked in one of the earlier hearings
19    a couple years ago to define seismic.  And that person
20    went home and looked in the dictionary and found out that
21    the definition of seismic is earth shattering.  So it's --
22    you know, it's hard to deal with this as if we are talking
23    to numb people that can't hear or are numb to this and
24    don't respond.
25              One employee out of NMFS did admit that he was
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 1    retiring and he said that straight out before we started
 2    our hearing -- I mean, during the hearing.  And so there
 3    were three hearings on seismic, but we never got anything
 4    done with it, but we did have impacts.  We have impacts
 5    now.  Nobody is willing to carry a camera around.  I heard
 6    that walruses and seals had blown eardrums.  The walruses
 7    were distracted from Kaktovik straight to Russia when
 8    Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission gave the go-ahead for
 9    seismic activities over there.
10              We didn't get to fill up our freezers that year.
11    That was three years ago.  We reported to the National
12    Marine Fisheries Service, Fish & Wildlife Service, and
13    their response was that it was normal.  They assigned it
14    to a veteran who had worked for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife
15    Service for decades, John Trent, who was soon to retire or
16    die on the job.  So he was able to say that with a
17    numbness.
18              It's -- it's hard to deal with this stuff and
19    try to explain, but at the same time, having these type of
20    things being brought back to us as, you are not a
21    scientist; you don't have any photographs; we don't
22    remember these tests that were taking place in the past;
23    we don't know how much of a time frame we gave for
24    recovery.  Was there very much tomcod this year?  Last
25    year?  From seismic part of the food chain was lost.
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 1              Again, there will be some nourishment problems
 2    with part of the food chain because of seismic, which is
 3    another reason why there should be time to wait until
 4    these species recover from this earth-shattering
 5    experience that they went through with this 2-D, 3-D that
 6    were done by China and the United States.
 7              One of the interesting statements that were made
 8    or in response was we were completely unaware of this, but
 9    in 2006 there is this group that is called the Indigenous
10    Peoples Council for Marine Mammals.  Had two federal
11    agencies administering the Marine Mammal Protection Act.
12    Fish & Wildlife Service and the National Marine Fisheries
13    Service entered into an umbrella agreement on how to
14    negotiate these section 119 cooperative agreements.  We
15    were completely unaware that this was going on.  I didn't
16    know about it.
17              When the tribe said no, they went to these
18    nonprofit organizations.  Beluga whale, polar bear, fur
19    seal.  Whaling Commission got this agreement, we will
20    protect these animals.  But they called it conflict
21    avoidance agreement, good neighbor policy, whatever.
22    Whether there was complete attention focused on that is
23    unclear because whenever my uncle went to talk to Diomede,
24    to Gambell, when they talked about their seal, their
25    walrus, they said, hey, wait a minute, there is something,
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 1    you know -- and whale.  They indicated, well, I don't
 2    agree with this agreement.
 3              Nevertheless, there is this agreement in 2006,
 4    which I personally feel is something that's not legal.
 5    That delegation of authority was done for the purposes of
 6    providing funding and providing a better way of managing
 7    animals and having a cooperative agreement with the State
 8    to manage these animals.
 9              But what did they do instead?  They go ahead and
10    do the same thing on the side to allow industry to create
11    these impacts which we can't deal with in a legal
12    position.  And so part of this food chain is broken and we
13    are way behind on this intellectual property.  The
14    information in regards to the Chukchi Sea as to what
15    impacts have taken place now as from those seismic tests
16    and allowing it to recover is something that needs to be
17    done so that we can continue to survive.
18              You know, everyone said that -- that we get our
19    food from the ocean.  Go buy a steak at the store.  It's
20    $24 a pound.  And meat is something that you like, unless
21    you are a vegetarian.  And if you are a vegetarian, you
22    got black eyes like an Indian.  And I got to have meat.  I
23    have to have meat.  I just have to do it.  Otherwise I'm a
24    98-pound weakling.  And we have no other way.  We don't
25    have any other way.
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 1              Money don't grow on trees and it doesn't rain
 2    animals.  We have to go out and get them.  They come to
 3    us, and that's how we live.  And we have no other way.
 4    Aside from that, you know, it's a -- you know, it's an act
 5    of -- it's an imminent threat.  Native Village of Gambell
 6    used that term.  The United States responded by saying the
 7    imminent threat doesn't click until we turn that first
 8    stone on the ocean floor.  And what did Bush say?  We got
 9    an imminent threat from this Al Quaida, or whatever we
10    call these people.  And he went in there and did his
11    damage because he said there was this imminent threat.
12              It's funny how that imminent threat definition
13    had changed and evolved from the 1980s to now to the time
14    that, you know, Bush had done his thing.
15              But we are faced with that.  That threat is
16    emotional, mental until it hits our nutritional needs, and
17    it already had with the walrus and the tomcod, which the
18    seal survive on.  How long will it take for us to see that
19    decline in the population?
20              And we haven't even talked about some other
21    outside interests that cause influence on us.  When I was
22    young, my grandmother used to skin and take the face off
23    of seals, and she sold each face for $2.50.  There was a
24    bounty on seals.  This was -- I remember it in 1967, 1968,
25    when I tried to use one of them as a Frisbee, she got on
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 1    my case, my grandma.
 2                    MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  Not the face, the
 3    head.
 4                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  With the eyes, too?
 5                    MS. EMMA KINNEEVEAUK:  No, just the head,
 6    the seal head.
 7                    MR. JACK SCHAEFER:  So I decided to ask,
 8    what was that about?  Was it an environmental issue?  Was
 9    it a health issue?  Was it from nuclear testing that took
10    place in 1955 in the Arctic Ocean by the U.S. government?
11    What was it?  The only person I knew to ask was John Trent
12    because he's been with us for decades.  So he decided to
13    look into it, and he came to an answer.  And he said it
14    was the commercial fisheries had indicated that the seal
15    had caused problems with their nets and therefore has
16    caused a bounty at $2.50 per.  And my grandma, she was
17    able to get her chewing tobacco with that.
18              But there was an act that had taken place that
19    we had no control over but were very fortunate to live
20    through.  But it didn't get carried away.  And I don't
21    know how it stopped, but I just asked on a memory that I
22    had.  I thought it was an environmental one.  It turned
23    out to be a commercial outside interest influence,
24    commercial fisheries.
25              Management of renewable resources is so
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 1    important, and it's a responsibility for the federal
 2    government in regarding and maintaining the optimum
 3    sustained yield of all species and to step in when that
 4    delegation of authority has been betrayed or failed by a
 5    state.
 6              We had seen recently that for the second year in
 7    a row since we started to look at this that Yukon River
 8    people cannot get salmon for subsistence purposes, and
 9    that's because of commercial fisheries bycatch.  And we
10    did explain this and indicate that that was a problem,
11    both to Salazar when he came to Barrow that there is this
12    full faith and credit issue that needs to be addressed in
13    regards to what happens to other people has to be
14    respected by us also in regards to whatever judicial
15    rulings had taken place.  We treat everybody the same.
16    This is the United States.
17              So this -- really need to look at this whole
18    picture and take another look and take another approach
19    and avoid this dictation or forceful arrangement that is
20    done by these oil companies to look at other areas which
21    are in their interest and not in ours because they get
22    this for free.  There is nothing that's in our interest at
23    all.  We don't get a single dime out of it.  There is
24    probably one or two people from this community that will
25    work there that has any training at all, and no one else.
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 1              There is so much influx from the Lower 48, both
 2    onshore and offshore in oil and gas development.  There is
 3    a lot of oil out there that can be developed elsewhere we
 4    shouldn't even be talking about it.  The discussion should
 5    have died when we said and when you agreed and when others
 6    agreed that you can't clean up oil in ice.  End of
 7    conversation.  But it's still going on today, you know.
 8              And there should be an investigation on the
 9    State, on this whole process is to, you know, doing an
10    inventory.  And it shouldn't be focusing on the State.  We
11    asked the previous hearing who is responsible for this.
12    There were other states.  Rhode Island said no to
13    offshore, and the federal government honored that.  But
14    did that happen to Alaska?  No.  The governor said, come
15    on down.  We welcome you.  And that's -- that's the
16    situation we are in.  The governor gave his blessings.
17              The State is involved.  They have this
18    arrangement with the federal government.  What happened to
19    the tribes that are on the equal level of the federal
20    government and higher than the State of Alaska?  And why
21    aren't we active on this coastal zone management program
22    in regards to local control, local decisionmaking that
23    Governor Murkowski, Frank Murkowski, killed when he
24    amended that coastal zone management program while he was
25    the governor of Alaska.
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 1              And there is publications or statements staying
 2    that we are going to lose this coastal zone management
 3    program.  It's going to die on the 30th, and local people
 4    won't have any input.  They didn't have any input.  It was
 5    killed by Frank Murkowski.  And the tribes had that right.
 6              And Santa Barbara brought that forth in a
 7    lawsuit, coastal zone management program.  We had an issue
 8    here.  We had a spill.  We want control over that, not the
 9    State of California.  And they won.  And that's a
10    community, Santa Barbara.  And we are a tribe.  Tribes
11    have that authority.  There is only 1.5 million dollars
12    that was appropriated for the State of Alaska under this
13    coastal zone program.  We should have the same amount at
14    least, but that's not even close to covering what we have
15    to do in order to assess what we are dealing with.
16              Thanks.
17                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you, Jack.  Okay.
18    I see we got a study group here, which is good.  I'm glad
19    to see that.  I've got someone taking pictures here.  Is
20    there anyone else that we have missed?  Going once, going
21    twice.  Caroline, would you like to make a final comment
22    before we close the meeting?
23                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  I can.
24                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Absolutely.  The floor
25    is yours.
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 1                    MS. CAROLINE CANNON:  Very, very
 2    productive meeting.  I think everybody was heard.
 3    Everybody had the opportunity.  Normally when we hold
 4    these meetings, a plane is either waiting for them or
 5    what.  And I just feel this is all the good.  We have
 6    finally been heard, and many trips to D.C.  We met with
 7    Echohawk.  We have had invitations to Salazar to come to
 8    our community.  We have given invitations to Michael
 9    Bromwich and many high official people in D.C. to get a
10    firsthand look like we are talking about to educate them
11    and then let them see what is so valuable to us, why it's
12    so important that they hear us out.
13              It's one thing when people do come into their
14    community and hold a meeting, but when they stay
15    overnight, it means much.  At least you can see what we
16    are talking about, get a feel of what we are talking
17    about.  So I'd really express my thanks, and I'm hoping
18    that many meetings will come forth.
19              And one thing that we always try to say and
20    stress is please respect our calendar year.  Respect.  We
21    will show respect.  You will receive respect.  But we just
22    ask that you work -- it works vice versa.
23              And those invitations are from our heart.
24    Please go see and look and feel what we are talking about.
25    You know, we have -- we just had a three-day feast.
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 1    Everywhere you look, regardless how tired they were, they
 2    had a smile.  And it's just to refresh.  Now they are
 3    doing the oogruk hunting.  They are going to get the skins
 4    ready.  It's an all-year-long process.  We will celebrate
 5    Thanksgiving, the first rush ice, Christmas.  And it just
 6    evolves all year.  And yet there is times that we never
 7    landed a whale.  And that circle is incomplete when that
 8    occurs.
 9              Yes, it's a blessing when Barrow sends, you
10    know, how many boxes of muktuk and kuak.  Or when you go
11    up there and they bless you, you got to pay $2 a pound of
12    excess weight just to help an elder because that's their
13    meat.  It's our vitamin.  It's our minerals.  And if
14    anything happened to the ocean, that's why we speak.
15    That's why we come to these meetings because it's there
16    near to our heart.  And we are speaking on the little
17    ones, on their behalf.
18              But I feel that there has been some improvements
19    in this area, that the communication will get better, but
20    we can't do without the other.  You need to hear us out.
21              And I felt this evening that everybody expressed
22    their thoughts, and I appreciate your time.  And you take
23    that offer that Peggy gave.  Go to her home.  Go look at
24    her freezer.  See what we are talking about.  Go to the
25    store before you leave.  Go to that freezer section and
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 1    see how much a pound of meat.
 2              And even just to look at that graveyard as you
 3    take off at the airport, there is whale bones.  And our
 4    ancestors did this before our time.  It is surrounded with
 5    whale bones.  Our loved ones that are put away are
 6    surrounded by whale bones.  So everything -- that's why
 7    it's so -- that's why it's critical that we speak on
 8    behalf of the marine mammals.  We throw one jaw back to
 9    the ocean because it belongs there.  These were set before
10    us.  Our ancestors placed these in place for us to
11    practice.  And it's 2011, and we still continue
12    practicing.  I'm sorry.  The head.  That's how tired I am.
13    I wasn't feeling well, but besides the point.
14              We still carry through these traditions.  We go
15    out there.  The men are out there around the clock.  The
16    ice condition has changed, but the dances, the practice,
17    are still strong because we were given direct orders by
18    our umailiks, the whaling captains.  Some things have
19    changed a little but, you know, when you know it in your
20    heart, it's in your blood, it will never go away.
21              That's why I express at our meetings,
22    traditional knowledge must be recognized.  It's so
23    critical that they use and recognize traditional knowledge
24    because I think we could go a long ways.  We have our
25    experts just like the rest of science.  They have their
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 1    experts.
 2              And I happened to be in D.C. when there was a
 3    snowstorm.  They call it a snowstorm, one inch of snow.
 4    I'm like, oh, my goodness.  They are shutting down the
 5    city for that?  And we have storms that go for days.  They
 6    have no clue.  So it's critical that we talk about these
 7    things.  When we have those storms, there's no way an
 8    airplane or a chopper or a submarine or ship that's going
 9    to come within hours.  We know that.  Sometimes we have
10    patients in that clinic 48 hours because of that.  We know
11    firsthand what it's like to live in this harsh Arctic
12    environment, as they say.
13              Again, thank you.  Thank you and have a nice
14    trip back.
15                    DR. JIM KENDALL:  Thank you very much,
16    Ms. Cannon.  And on behalf of the team for BOEMRE that
17    came to visit, I want to thank the Native Village of Point
18    Hope and the Elders for allowing us to come visit.  Thank
19    you for participating.  Everything you said has been
20    recorded.  This is very, very important.
21              And we are going to do our best to bring this
22    together, and when we pass the information up, we will do
23    our best to make sure it's extremely accurate.  So thank
24    you very much.  And have a good evening, which is just
25    about over.  It's now nighttime, almost tomorrow morning.
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 1    So thank you very, very much.
 2               (Proceedings adjourned at 11:00 p.m.)
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 1                      REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
 2              I, MARY A. VAVRIK, RMR, Notary Public in and for
 3    the State of Alaska do hereby certify:
 4              That the foregoing proceedings were taken before
 5    me at the time and place herein set forth; that the
 6    proceedings were reported stenographically by me and later
 7    transcribed under my direction by computer transcription;
 8    that the foregoing is a true record of the proceedings
 9    taken at that time; and that I am not a party to nor have
10    I any interest in the outcome of the action herein
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15
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                                MARY A. VAVRIK,
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